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Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States to require
a balanced budget.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

JANUARY 21, 1997

Mr. Harc (for himself, Mr. LorT, Mr. THURMOND, Mr. CrAlG, Mr. NICK-
LES, Mr. DoMmENICI, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. Rorr, Mr. BryaN, Mr. Ko,
Mr. GrRAsSLEY, Mr. GragaMm, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. Bavucus, Mr. Taowp-
SON, Mr. BREAUX, Mr. Ky, Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN, Mr. DEWINE, Mr.
RoBB, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mr. ASHCROFT, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. D’AMATO, Mr.
Herms, Mr. Lucar, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. McCAIN, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr.
WARNER, Mr. COVERDELL, Mr. COCHRAN, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. MACK,
Mr. GramM, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. ALLARD, Mr. BROWNBACK, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. Exzi, Mr. HaGEL, Mr. HurcHINSON, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. SMITH of
Oregon, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. BoND, Mr. BURNS, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr.
Coars, Mr. FaircrLord, Mr. Frist, Mr. GORTON, Mr. Grams, Mr.
iREGG, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. KEMPTHORNE, Mr. McCONNELL, Mr. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire,
and Mr. TroMmAs) introduced the following joint resolution; which was
read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

FEBRUARY 3, 1997

Reported under the authority of January 30, 1997 by Mr. Hatch, without
amendment

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United

States to require a balanced budget.
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Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
(two-thurds of each House concurring therein), That the fol-
lowing article is proposed as an amendment to the Con-
stitution, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes
as part of the Constitution when ratified by the legisla-
tures of three-fourths of the several States within seven
vears after the date of its submission to the States for
ratification:

“ARTICLE —

“SECTION 1. Total outlays for any fiscal year shall
not exceed total receipts for that fiscal year, unless three-
fifths of the whole number of each House of Congress shall
provide by law for a specific excess of outlays over receipts
by a rollcall vote.

“SECTION 2. The limit on the debt of the United
States held by the public shall not be increased, unless
three-fifths of the whole number of each HHouse shall pro-
vide by law for such an increase by a rollcall vote.

“SECTION 3. Prior to each fiscal year, the President
shall transmit to the Congress a proposed budget for the
United States Government for that fiscal year, in which

total outlays do not exceed total receipts.
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“SECTION 4. No bill to increase revenue shall become
law unless approved by a majority of the whole number
of each House by a rollcall vote.

“SECTION 5. The Congress may waive the provisions
of this article for any fiscal year in which a declaration
of war 1s 1n effect. The provisions of this article may be
waived for any fiscal year in which the United States is
engaged in military conflict which causes an imminent and
serious military threat to national security and is so de-
clared by a joint resolution, adopted by a majority of the
whole number of each House, which becomes law.

“SECTION 6. The Congress shall enforce and imple-
ment this article by appropriate legislation, which may rely
on estimates of outlays and receipts.

“SECTION 7. Total receipts shall include all receipts
of the United States Government except those derived
from borrowing. Total outlays shall include all outlays of
the United States Government except for those for repay-
ment of debt principal.

“SECTION 8. This article shall take effect beginning
with fiscal year 2002 or with the second fiscal year begin-

ning after its ratification, whichever is later.”.
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JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States to require a balanced budget.

FEBRUARY 3, 1997

Reported under the authority of January 30, 1997
without amdendment
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