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Expressing the sense of the Congress regarding ensuring a competitive North
American market for softwood lumber.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FEBRUARY 16, 2000

Mr. KoLBE (for himself, Mr. Hover, Mr. McIxtosi, Mr. Brunt, Mrs.
KerLy, Mr. SENSENBRENNER, Mr. Maxzunno, Mr. FoLry, Mr.
NUssLE, Mr. RAMSTAD, Mr. GrRAHAM, Mr. CUNNINGHAM, Mr. LEACH,
Mr. QuinN, Mr. Coox, Mr. KLECcZKA, Mrs. THURMAN, Ms. PRYCE of
Ohio, Mr. LaMPSON, Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts, Mr. CLAY, Mr. GREEN
of Texas, Mrs. MEEK of Florida, Mr. MORAN of Virginia, Mrs. CLAYTON,
Mr. BinBray, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. KNOLLENBERG, Mr. LaATiam, Mr.
HoucHTON, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, and Mr. BOSWELL) submitted
the following concurrent resolution; which was referred to the Committee
on Ways and Means

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the Congress regarding ensuring

a competitive North American market for softwood lumber.

Whereas the United States and Canada have, since 1989,

worked to reduce tariff and nontariff barriers to trade;

Whereas free trade has greatly benefited the United States

and Canadian economies;

Whereas the United States and Canada have been engaged
in an ongoing dispute over trade in softwood lumber for

18 years;
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Whereas on May 29, 1996, the United States and Canada en-

tered into an agreement to temporarily resolve the dis-

pute;
Whereas the United States-Canada Softwood Lumber Agree-

ment of 1996 does not promote open trade;

Whereas the scope of the United States-Canada Softwood
Lumber Agreement of 1996 has been expanded, leading
to uncertainty for importers, distributors, retailers, and

purchasers of softwood lumber products;

Whereas the availability of affordable housing is important to

the American homebuyer;

Whereas lumber price volatility jeopardizes housing afford-
ability; and

Whereas the United States-Canada Softwood Lumber Agree-
ment of 1996 will expire on April 1, 2001: Now, there-

fore, be 1t
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate
concurring), That it is the sense of the Congress that—
(1) the United States-Canada Softwood Lumber
Agreement of 1996 should terminate on April 1,
2001, with no extension or further quota agreement;
(2) the President should continue discussions
with the Government of Canada to promote open

and competitive trade between the United States
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and Canada of softwood lumber; and
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(3) the President should consult with all stake-
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holders, including consumers of softwood lumber
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products, in future discussions regarding the open
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trade of softwood lumber between the United States

and Canada.
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