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OCTOBER 21, 1999
Reported by Mr. Harcr, with an amendment

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

AN ACT

amend title 28, United States Code, to allow a judge
to whom a case 1s transferred to retain jurisdiction over
certain multidistrict litigation cases for trial, and to pro-
vide for Kederal jurisdiction of certain multiparty,
multiforum civil actions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE:
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amended—

wnated™ atd
seetoh

i Subjeet to paragraph (2) and exeept as pro-
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TRICT COURTS:
«$1369. Multiparty; multiforum jurisdietion
ched or tenrred ity th the aecdent at a diserete loea-
“H a defendant restdes i a State and a sub-
State or other loeation; reegardless of whether that
defendant 13 alse & resident of the State where &
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parttes H any party 15 a etbizen of a State and any
adverse party 1s a ettizen of another State; a ettizen
or stbjeet of o foreten state; of a foreten state as
2w ecorporation 18 deetred to be a etttren of
e Shrtes aid o etbren or stbjeet of any foreten
place of business; and i3 deemed to be a resident of
“Y physteal harm to o patural persons

atrel
detrt; or a tattrad event endminatine t an acedent;
that results m death or mjury mearred at a diserete
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tion under this seetton is pendineg shall prempty netify
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i which a substantial part of the aceident eiving rise to
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by appeal or othersvse:
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{b) of this seetion; a defendant i a eivil action 1 a State
s Htle; or
B the defendant 15 & party to an aetion
part; ander seetton 1369 m a United States distriet
cotdd not have been broueht th a distriet eotrt as
that a notice of removal may also be filed before trial of
oft whieh the defendant first beeomes a party to an aetion
ahder seetion 1369 in & United States distriet eourt that
or at a later time with leave of the distriet eonrts
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of datraees:
triet conrt: In the event a party files sueh an appeal; the
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wewable by appeal or otherwise:

“51660: Cheoice of law in multiparty; multiforum ae-
tiens
laws In makine this determination; a distriet eourt shall
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Frres
=54 the priepd phrees of  bastress or

phed with respeet to a party; elaim, or other element of
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acttot; exeept where Federal how apphes or the erder spe-
Jrrisdietion with respeet tooa partys elatme or other ele-
ment of an aetion.
or o State eourt under seetton HOFHGHD or HHHeH2
seetions o the beetnnine of chapter 1t of title 28
“$ 1697. Serviee in multiparty,; multiforum aetions
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“31785. Subpeenas in multiparty; multiforum aetions
i wheole or i part upon seetion 1369 of this title; & sub-
poeha for attendunee at o hearie or trhd mays H anthor-
e
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SEC: 4. EFFECTIVE DATE:

3 shall apply to a eivil action H the aceident eivine rise

999

Attest: JEEE FRANDAHL;
‘Y! Ei'li.

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Multidistrict Jurisdic-
tion Act of 19997
SEC. 2. MULTIDISTRICT LITIGATION.

Section 1407 of title 28, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in the third sentence of subsection (a), by in-
serting “or ordered transferred to the transferee or
other district under subsection (1)” after “termi-
nated”; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(1)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), any action trans-

ferred under this section by the panel may be transferred,
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Jor trial purposes, by the judge or judges of the transferee
district to whom the action was assigned to the transferee
or other district in the interest of justice and for the conven-
rence of the parties and witnesses.

“(2) Any action transferred for trial purposes under
paragraph (1) shall be remanded by the panel for the deter-
mination of compensatory damages to the district court
Sfrom which 1t was transferred, unless the court to which
the action has been transferred for trial purposes also finds,
Jor the convenience of the parties and witnesses and in the
wnterests of justice, that the action should be retained for
the determination of compensatory damages.”.

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendments made by this Act shall apply to any

civil action pending on or brought on or after the date of

the enactment of this Act.
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