AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION
GPO

House Calendar No. 252
VLN H, RES, 415

[Report No. 106-716]

Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that there should
be established a National Ocean Day to recognize the significant role
the ocean plays in the lives of the Nation’s people and the important
role the Nation’s people must play in the continued life of the ocean.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FEBRUARY 2, 2000
Mrs. MINK of Hawaii submitted the following resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Resources
JuLy 10, 2000
Additional sponsors: Ms. PELOSI, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. ABERCROMBIE, Mr.
ALLEN, Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island, Mr. GREENWOOD, Mr. FARR of
California, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO, Mr. LANTOS,
Mrs. MORELLA, Mr. GILCHIREST, Ms. Est100, Mrs. CORISTENSEN, and
Mrs. Carprs
JuLy 10, 2000
Reported with an amendment; referred to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed

[Strike out the preamble and insert the part printed in italic]

RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the IHouse of Representatives that
there should be established a National Ocean Day to

recognize the significant role the ocean plays in the lives
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of the Nation’s people and the important role the Na-

tion’s people must play in the continued life of the ocean.
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overexplotted and tore than a third of the worlds fish-
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Whereas the oceans cover 71 percent of the Karth’s surface
and are key to the life support systems for all creatures
on this planet;

Whereas the oceans contain a wondrous abundance and di-
versity of life, from the smallest microorganism to the
mammoth blue whale;

Whereas /s of the world’s people live within 50 miles of
a coast and 1 out of 6 American jobs are in fishing,
shipping, or tourism;

Whereas the oceans provide almost limaitless opportunities
Jfor exploration and discovery, and could supply a key
source of life-saving medicines and treatments;

Whereas oceanography has contributed to an understanding

of global climate change and the effects of the ocean on

*HRES 415 RH



© 00O N O 0o B~ W N PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

5}
climate and weather, which inevitably has an 1mpact
on safety and quality of life;

Whereas efforts are underway to develop a new ocean moni-
toring system that will give us a better understanding
of the critical relationship between oceans and global
climate change;

Whereas a deepened understanding of the seas will enable
us to track marine mammals, predict deadly storms
such as those associated with Kl IVM;O, detect illegal
Jishing, and gain new insights into the complexities of
climate change;

Whereas the oceans and coastal areas supply vital sources
of food upon which people depend and that could be
deteriorated by poor stewardship;

Whereas decades of pollution from industrial waste, sewage,
and toxic runoff have taken their toll on the health of
the oceans and on the marine life in them;

Whereas recent studies suggest that nearly 60 percent of the
world’s coral reefs, the “rainforests of the sea”, are
being degraded or destroyed by human activities and
ten percent of the reefs may already be degraded beyond
recovery;

Whereas fisheries and the food and products they produce

are essential to the world’s economy and steps should
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be taken to ensure that they do not become over-
exploited;

Whereas in the 21st century, people will look increasingly
to the oceans to meet their everyday needs;

Whereas the oceans’ resources are limated, and nations must
work together to conserve them;

Whereas the oceans are the core of our own humanity, a
treasure shared by all nations of the world, and our
stewardship of this resource s our responsibility to our
children, grandchildren, and all of Earth’s inhabitants;

Whereas June Sth was declared Oceans Day at the Earth
Summit Conference in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 and
simalar declarations have been made by individual na-
tions;

Whereas the State of Hawair has designated the first
Wednesday of June as Ocean Day, in recognition of
the very significant role the ocean plays in the lives
of Hawaii’s people, as well as Hawaii’s culture, his-
tory, and traditions; and

Whereas the establishment of a National Ocean Day will
raise awareness of the vital role oceans play in human
life and that human beings must play wn the life of
the ocean: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That 1t is the sense of the House of Rep-

resentatives that a National Ocean Day should be estab-
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1 lished to recognize the significant role the ocean plays in
2 the lives of the Nation’s people, and the important role
3 the Nation’s people must play in the continued life of the

4 ocean.
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RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of the House of Representa-
tives that there should be established a National
Ocean Day to recognize the significant role the
ocean plays in the lives of the Nation’s people
and the important role the Nation’s people must
play in the continued life of the ocean.

Jurny 10, 2000

Reported with an amendment; referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed



		Superintendent of Documents
	2008-12-16T13:48:45-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




