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Expressing the support of the Senate for veteran entrepreneurs.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 22, 2008
Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. AKAKA, Mr.
CocoraN, Mr. ISAKSON, Mr. CRAIG, and Ms. SNOWE) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs

RESOLUTION

Expressing the support of the Senate for veteran

entrepreneurs.

Whereas the veterans of the United States have been vital to
the small business enterprises of the United States;

Whereas the Nation should honor its veterans and in par-
ticular those veterans with disabilities incurred or aggra-
vated in the line of duty during active service with the
United States Armed Forces;

Whereas Congress passed the Veterans Entrepreneurship and
Small Business Development Act of 1999 (Public Law
106-50; 113 Stat. 233) to assist veterans interested in

starting or expanding small businesses;

Whereas the Veterans Entrepreneurship and Small Business

Development Act of 1999 required the President to es-
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tablish a goal of awarding not less than 3 percent of the
total value of all Federal prime contracts and sub-
contracts to service-disabled veteran-owned small busi-

nesses;

Whereas Congress approved the Veterans Benefits Act of
2003 (Public Law 108-183; 117 Stat. 2651) to expand

benefits for veterans;

Whereas the Veterans Benefits Act of 2003 gave agency con-
tracting officers the authority to reserve certain procure-
ment contracts for service-disabled veteran-owned small

businesses;

Whereas President George W. Bush issued Executive Order
13360 (60 Fed. Reg. 62,549) in 2004, calling on Federal
agencies to more effectively implement the legislative
changes to the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 631 et
seq.) included in the Veterans Entreprencurship and
Small Business Development Act of 1999 and the Vet-
erans Benefits Act of 2003;

Whereas, despite those Acts of Congress and the issuance of
Executive Order 13360 by the President, service-disabled
veteran-owned small businesses still strugele to receive a
fair share of Federal contracts; and

Whereas Federal agencies have consistently fallen short of
the statutory contracting goal for service-disabled vet-
eran-owned small businesses set by the Veterans Entre-

preneurship and Small Business Development Act of
1999: Now, therefore, be it

1 Resolved, That the Senate—
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(1) reaffirms the strong support of the United
States for its veterans and veteran entrepreneurs;
and

(2) calls on Federal agencies to work to im-
prove Federal contracting opportunities for service-
disabled veteran-owned small businesses.
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