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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

THE AMERICAN LEGION,
Washington, DC, January 22, 2003.

Hon. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: In compliance with current public law we
herewith transmit for printing as a House document a financial
statement and independent audit of The American Legion, pro-
ceedings of our 84th annual National Convention held in Charlotte,
North Carolina from August 27, 28, and 29, 2002 and a report on
our organization’s activities for the year preceding the convention.

Sincerely,
STEVE A. ROBERTSON,
Director, National Legislative Commission.
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FOREWORD

This booklet has been prepared for the information of members of The American Legion.
It has come to be known as the Summary of Proceedings of the National Convention for the
current year. It is a comprehensive resumé, in as small space as possible, of what took place
at the Eighty-fourth Annual National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27-
29, 2002.

The final report of the National Organization, for the period ending December 31,2001, and
Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2001 and Surplus Analysis, January 1, 2001 to December
31,2001 are included in the Summary.

To make a quick distribution, speed has been necessary. Every precaution has been taken
to avoid errors, but some may have occurred in the rush of Convention events and the haste
of editing and printing.

Permission is hereby given to quote from this Summary without further consent. However,
because of the nature of our resolution process, I urge that the full text of any or all resolve
clause(s) is used when a quotation from a resolution is required for publication.

Robert W. Spanogle
National Adjutamt

Note: At various times, the National Vice Commanders, as follows, presided over the
Convention sessions, when called upon by presiding officer, in accordance with the Uniform
Code of Procedure as shown in the verbatim proceedings: Russell H. Hanseter, Wisconsin;
Charles R. John, Oklahoma; Terry D. Lewis, Pennsylvania; James F. Mareschal, Missour;
Dale R. Salmen, Nevada.
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NATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND NATIONAL OFFICERS
THE AMERICAN LEGION, 1919 to Date

Note: In the following list it should be noted that the terms of each group of officers
expire with that particular convention under which they are listed.

* indicates deceased

HONORARY COMMANDERS
General John J. Pershing*
Marshall Ferdinand Foch*

PARIS CAUCUS
Paris France, March 15 to 17, 1919
Temporary Chairmarn: Eric Fisher Wood*, Pennsylvania (Voted title of Past National
Commander at the 1955 National Convention)
Permanent Chairman: Bennett C. Clark*, Missouri (Voted title of Past National
Commander at the 1926 National Convention)
Chairman Pro Tempore: Thomas W. Miller*, Delaware (Voted title of Past National
Commander at the 1968 National Convention)
Secretary: Eric Fisher Wood*, Pennsylvania (Voted title of Past National Commander at
the 1955 National Convention)
At the Paris Caucus an Executive Committee was elected to complete arrangements, the
chairman and secretary of which were:
Chairman: Milton J. Foreman®, Illinois (Voted title of Past National Commander at the
1921 National Convention)
Secretary: George A. White*, Oregon

ST. LOUIS CAUCUS
St. Louis, Missouri, May 8 to 10, 1919
Temporary Chairman: Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. *, New York (Voted title of Past National
Commander at 1949 National Convention)
Permanent Chairman: Henry D. Lindsley*, Texas
Vice Chairmen: John J. Sullivan®, Washington; Fred Humphrey*, New Mexico; P.C.
Calhoun*, Connecticut (Voted titles of Past National Vice Commanders at 1933 National
Convention)
Secretary: Eric Fisher Wood*, Pennsylvania
Chaplain: Thomas H. Wiles*, Colorado (Voted title of Past National Commander at the
1921 National Convention)

1st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minnesota, November 10 to 12, 1919
Chairman: Henry D. Lindsley*, Texas (Voted title of Past National Conmmander at the
1919 National Convention)
Vice Chairman: Bennett C. Clark*, Missouri
Secretary: Eric Fisher Wood*, Pennsylvania
Treasurer: Gasper G. Bacon*, Massachusetts
Chaplain: Thomas H. Wiles*, Colorado

XI)



XII

2nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Cleveland, Ohio, September 27 to 29, 1920
Commander: Franklin D’Olier¥, Pennsylvania
Vice Commanders: James O’Brien*, California; Allan A. Tukey*,
Nebraska; Joyce S. Lewis*, Minnesota; Alden B. Chambers®, Massachusetts; William
Folleti*, Oregon
Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles*, Washington
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachuseits
Chaplain: Rev. Francis A. Kelly*, New York
Judge: Robert A. Adams?, Indiana

3rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Kansas City, Missouri, October 31 to November 2, 1921
Commeander: Frederic W. Galbraith, Jr. *, (died June 9), succeeded by John G. Emery*,
Michigan
Vice Commanders: John G. Emery*, Michigan; Thomas Goldingay*, New Jersey;
Claudius G. Pendill*, Wisconsin; James G. Scrugham*, Nevada; E. Jackson Winslett*,
Alabama
Adjutant: Lemue! Bolles*, Washington
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. John W. Inzer*, Tennessee
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams®, Indiana

4th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New Orleans, Louisiana, October 16 to 20, 1922
Commander: Hanford MacNider*, Jowa
Vice Commanders: H. Nelson Jackson*, Vermont; George L. Berry*, Tennessee;
Raymond O. Brackett*, Massachusetts; Charles H. Kendrick*, California; John A.
McCormack?*, Colorado
Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles*, Washington
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Earl A. Blackman*, Kansas
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams*, Indiana

5th NATIONAL CONVENTION
San Francisco, California, October 16 to 19, 1923
Commander: Alvin M. Owsley*, Texas
Vice Commanders: Edward J. Barrett*, Wisconsin; Watson B, Miller*, District of
Columbia; E. Erle Cocke, Sr. *, Georgia; Robert O. Blood*, New Hampshire; Chiles P.
Plummer*, Wyoming

Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles*, Washington
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana

Chaplain: Rev. William P. O*Connor*, Ohio
Historian: Eben Puinam®*, Massachusetts

Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams*, Indiana
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6th NATIONAL CONVENTION
St. Paul, Minnesota, September 15 fo 19, 1924
Commander: John R. Quinn*, California
Vice Commanders: Lester F. Albert*, Idaho; Celora M. Stoddard*, Arizona; William B.
Healey*, Pennsylvania; F. Ryan Duffy*, Wisconsin; Dr. I. Thurman Mann*, North
Carolina
Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles*, WashingtonCResigned 2-1-24; Succeeded by Russell G.
Creviston®, Indiana
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Ezra Clemens*, Minnesota
Historian: Eben Putnam®*, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams*, Indiana

7th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Omaha, Nebraska, October 5 to 9, 1925
Commander: James A. Drain*, Washington
Vice Commanders: Frank H. McFarland*, Kansas; Eugene P. Armstrong*, Connecticut;
A.L. Perry, Panama; Peyton H. Hoge, Jr*, Kentucky; William Stern*, North Dakota
Adjutant: Russell G. Creviston*, Indiana , ResignedCSucceeded by James F. Barton®,
fowa

Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana

Chaplain: Rev. Joseph M. Lonergan*, Illinois
Historian: Eben Putnam®*, Massachusetts

Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams*, Indiana

8th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, October 11 to 15, 1926
Commander: John R. McQuigg*, Ohio
Vice Commanders: Joseph Y. Cheney?*, Florida; Hughes B. Davis*, Oklahoma; Vincent
A. Carroll*, Pennsylvania; Raymond B. Littlefield*, Rhode Island; Judge James A.
Howell*, Utah
Adjutant: James F. Barton*, Iowa
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. William E. Patrick*, California
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams*, Indiana

9th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New York, New York, October 18, 1927
Paris, France, September 19 to 22, 1927
Commander: Howard P. Savage*, lllinois
Vice Commanders: C. Thomas Busha, Jr. *, Montana; Stafford King*, Minnesota; John
G. Sims*, Tennessee; John E. Curtis*, Nebraska: Dr. John G. Towne*, Maine.
Adjutant: James F. Barton*, lowa
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Joseph L.N. Wolfe*, Pennsylvania
Historian: Eben Putnam*, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams*, Indiana
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10th NATIONAL CONVENTION
San Antonio, Texas, October 8 to 11, 1928
Commander: Edward E. Spafford*, New York
Vice Commanders: John T. Raftis*, Washington; Ralph T. O'Neil*, Kansas; Paul R.
Younts*, North Carolina; Dan Spurlock®, Louisiana; John M. Henry*, Minnesota.
Adjutant: James F. Barton*, lowa
Chaplain: Rev. Gill Robb Wilson*, New Jersey
Historian: Eben Putnam®*, Massachusetts
Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas*, Illinois

11th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Louisville, Kentucky, September 30 to October 2, 1929
Commander: Paul V, McNutt*, Indiana
Vice Commanders: Lawrence E. McGann, Jr. *, Illinois; George W. Malone*, Nevada;
Edward L.. White*, Connecticut; Miller C. Foster*, South Carolina; Walton D. Hood*,
Texas
Adjutant: James F. Barton*, lowa
Chaplain: Rabbi Lee J. Levinger*, Delaware
Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana
Historian: Eben Putnam®*, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas*, Illinois

12th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Massachusetts, October 6 to 9, 1930
Commander: O.L. Bodenhamer*, Arkansas
Vice Commanders: Milt D. Campbell*, Ohio; John J. Dugan*, Delaware; Morton M.
David*, Colorado; Frank Schoble, Jr. *, Pennsylvania; Willis M. Brewer*, Michigan.
Adjutant: James F. Barton*, Iowa
Chaplain: Rev. George F. Kettell, D.D. *, New York
Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana
Historian: Eben Putnam*, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas*, Iilinois

13th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Detroit, Michigan, September 21 to 24, 1931
Commander: Ralph T. O'Neil*, Kansas
Vice Commanders: Bert S. Hyland*, Vermont; Roland B. Howell*, Louisiana; Harry B.
Henderson, Jr. ¥, Wyoming; Dr. James A. Duff*, West Virginia; Dr. Neal D. Williams*,
Missouri
Adjutant: James F. Barton*, Jowa
Chaplain: Rev. Joseph N. Barnett*, Wisconsin
Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts
Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas®, [llinois to 6-24-31CSucceeded by Acting Judge
Advocate: Robert A. Adams*, Indiana
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14th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Portland, Oregon, September 12 to 15, 1932
Commander: Henry L. Stevens, Jr. *, North Carolina
Vice Commanders: Richard F. Paul*, Massachusetts; Forrest:G. Cooper*, Mississippi;
Roy L. Cook*, New Mexico; Frank N. Brooks*, Washington; Harold L. Plummer*,
Wisconsin
Adjutant: James F. Barton*, Jowa

Chaplain: Rev. Harris A. Darche*®, Hlinois
Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana

Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts

Judge Advocate: Remster A. Bingham*, Indiana

15th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Illinois, October 2 to §, 1933
Commander: Louis A. Johnson*, West Virginia
Vice Commanders: Russell Meadows*, Arizona; Robert D. Flory*, Nebraska; William E.
Easterwood, Jr.*, Texas; John J. Maloney*, Maine; Chas. A. Mills¥, Florida
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Irwin Q. Wood*, Idaho
Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts (died January 22, 1933)CSucceeded by Thomas
M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Judge Advocate: Remster A. Bingham*, Indiana

16th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami, Florida, October 22 to 25, 1934
Commander: Edward A. Hayes*, Illinois
Vice Comnmanders: Charles R. Mabey*, Utah: Robert L. Gordon*, Arkansas; Miguel
Munoz*, Puerto Rico; Ed W. Carruth®, Kansas; Charles L. Woolley*, Rhode Island.
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Robert J. White*, Massachusetts
Historian: Thomas M. Qwen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Remster A. Bingham*, Indiana

17th NATIONAL CONVENTION
St. Louis, Missouri, September 23 to 26, 1935
Commander: Frank N. Belgrano, Jr. *, California
Vice Commanders: Daniel J. Doherty*, Massachusetts; Harold J. Warner*, Oregon; John
K. Kennelly*, North Dakota; Mile J. Warner*, Ohio; Quimby Melton*, Georgia
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Dr. Park W. Huntington*, Delaware
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: James A. Drain*, Washington
Judge Advocate: James A. Drain*, Washington
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18th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Cleveland, Ohio, September 21 to 24, 1936
Commander: Ray Murphy*, Iowa
Vice Commanders: Raymond F. Gates*, Connecticut; Dr. W.E. Whitlock*, Florida;
Oscar W. Worthwine*, Idaho; Dr. F. Whitney Godwin*, Virginia; Louis R. Probst¥,
Wyoming
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas
Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Thomas D. Kennedy*, Missouri
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

19th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New York, New York, September 20 to 23, 1937
Commander: Harry W. Colmery*, Kansas
Vice Commanders: Salvatore A.Capodice*, California; Leo A. Temmey*, South Dakota;
Leonard Sisk*, Tennessee; J. Fred Johnson, Jr. *, Alabama; Jack Crowley*, Vermont
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Bryan H. Keathley, D.D.*, Texas
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®, Indiana

20th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Los Angeles, California, September 19 to 22, 1938
Commander: Daniel J. Doherty*, Massachusetts
Viee Commanders: Drury M. Phillips*, Texas; Phil M. Conley*, West Virginia: Harry
M. Johnson*, Montana; James F. Dantel,

Jr. *, South Carolina; James R. Mahaffy*, Hawaii
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Frank J. Lawler*, Illinois
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick®, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

215t NATIONAL CONVENTION

Chicago, Illinois, September 25 to 28, 1939

Commander: Stephen F. Chadwick*, Washington
Vice Commanders: Edward J. Quinn*, Maine; Charles W. Crush*, Virginia: Earl T.
Ross*, Nevada; James T. Crawley*, Mississippi; Henry C. Oakey*, Wisconsin
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Jerome L. Fritsche*, Nebraska

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. ¥ Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick*, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana
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22nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Massachusetts, September 23 to 26, 1940
Commander: Raymond . Kelly*, Michigan
Vice Commanders: Leo E. Ray*, New Hampshire; Charles Q. Kelly*, Arkansas;
Matthew J. Murphy*, lllinois; James B . Fitzgerald*, Maryland; H, Elwyn Davis*,
Colorado .
Adjutant; Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas
Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr, Patrick N. McDermott*, Jowa

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick*, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

23rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, September 15 to 18, 1941
Commander: Milo I. Wamer*, Ohio
Vice Commanders: Erwin A. Froyd*, Wyoming; James L. MeCrory*, Nebraska; Harold
P. Redden*, Massachusetts; Edward R. Stirling*, Pennsylvania; Alcee S. Legendre*,
Louisiana
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Brigadier William G. Gilks*, Texas
Historian: Thomas M. Qwen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregp*, Indiana

24th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Kansas City, Missouri, September 19-to 21, 1942
Commander: Lynn U. Stambaugh*, North Dakota
Vice Commanders: W.C. Sawyer*, Arizona; William Delacy Allen*, Georgia; Charles
E. Booth*, West Virginia; V.M. Armstrong¥, Indiana; John F. Sullivan*, Vermont
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas
Chaplain: Rev. Frederick J. Halloran*, New Jersey
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®, Indiana

25th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Omaha, Nebraska, September 21 to 23, 1943
Commander: Roane Waring*, Tennessee
Vice Commanders: John T. Batten*, Alabama; Arthur J. Connell*, Connecticut; Fred G
Fraser*, District of Columbia; Herman H. Lark*, Missouri; Jefferson Davis Atwood*,
New Mexico
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas, (died July 25)CSucceeded by Donald G. Glascoff*,
Michigan, Acting Adjutant
Chaplain: Dr. Paul De Forrest Mortimore*, Idaho
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana
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26th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, lllinois, September 18 to 20, 1944
Commander: Warren H. Atherton*, California
Vice Commanders: Martin V. Coffey*, Chio; E.A. Littlefield*, Utah; Robert ‘Roy’
McMillan*, North Carolina; Edward Al Mulrooney, Delaware; Hector G. Staples®,
© Maine
Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoff*, Michigan
Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr. John F. McManus*, Kansas
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

27th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, llinois, November 18 to 21, 1945
Commander: Edward N. Scheiberling*, New York
Vice Commanders: Bascom F. Jones*, Tennessee; Frank E. McCaffrey*, Rhode Island;
Dan M. McDade*, Oregon; Ray S. Pierson*, Kansas; William P. Shadoan®, Kentucky.
Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoff*, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. DeWitt C. Mallory*, Florida
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

28th NATIONAL CONVENTION
San Francisco, California, September 30 to October 4, 1946
Commander: John Stelle *, [llinois
Vice Commanders: R. Graham Huntington*, New Jersey; Fred LaBoon*, Oklahoma;
Sam L. Latimer, Jr. *, South Carolina; H. Dudley Swim*, Idaho; Jeremiah Twomey*,
Massachusetts
Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoff*, Michigan
Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward J. Smith*, Jowa.
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. ¥, Alabama
Treasurer: John R. Ruddick®, Indiana, (died 7-13-45)CSucceeded by Neal Grider*,
Indiana
Judge Advocate: Raiph B. Gregg*, Indiana

29th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New York, New York, August 28 to 31, 1947
Commander: Paul H. Griffith*, Pennsylvania
Vice Commanders: Joseph W. Brown*, New Hampshire; Martin B. Buckner*, Michigan;
Richard C. Cadwallader*, Louisiana; Emest H. Dervishian*, Virginia; Edward J.
Sharkey*, California

Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoff*, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Arthur L. Rustad*, Minnesota
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama

Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana
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30th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami Florida, October 18 to 20, 1948
Commander: James F. O’Neil*, New Hampshire
Vice Commanders: LeRoy William Barns*, South Dakota; Albert A. Cree*, Vermont;
Richard B. Ott*, Washington; Myren R. Renick*, West Virginia; Joe W. White*,
Georgia
Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska
Chaptlain: Rev. Fr. Frank L. Harrington*, Montana
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*®, Indiana

31st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, August 29 to September 1, 1949
Commander: S. Perry Brown*, Texas
Vice Commanders: James Lane, Alabama; Leonard W. Moody*, Arkansas; James
Annin*, Montana; Walter E. Alessandroni*, Pennsylvania; Edward J. Kelly*,
Connecticut
Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska.
Chaplain: Rev. Thomas Grice*, California
Historian: Monte C. Sandlin*, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

32nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Los Angeles, California, October 9 to 12, 1950
Commander: George N. Craig*, Indiana
Vice Commanders: Milton G. Boock*, Minnesota; David H. Fleisher*, Missouri; Frank
E. Lowe*, Maine; J. E. Martie*, Nevada,: Dr. D. R. Perry*, North Carolina
Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Edward I. Carney*, O.S.A., Massachusetts
Historian: Monte C. Sandlin*, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

33rd NATIONAL CONVENTION

Miami, Florida, October 15 to 18, 1951

Commander: Erle Cocke, Jr.*, Georgia
Vice Commanders: Joe H. Adams*, Florida; Herbert J. Jacobi*, District of Columbia;
Felix Pogliano*, Colorado; Lewis K. Gough*, California; Fred C. Bramlage*, Kansas.

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska

Chaplain: Rabbi David Lefkowitz*, Louisiana
Historian: Monte C. Sandlin®, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana
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34th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New York, New York, August 25 to 28, 1952
Commander: Donald R. Wilson*, West Virginia
Vice Commanders: Adolph F. Bremer*, Minnesota; Frank R. Kelley*, Massachusetts;
Thomas E. Paradine®, New York; Oscar B. Rohiff*, Wyoming; Audiey H. Ward*, South
Carolina
Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska
Chaplain: Rev. Olaf G. Birkeland*, Wisconsin
Historian: Monte C. Sandlin*, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

35th NATIONAL CONVENTION
St. Louis, Missouri, August 31 to September 3, 1953
Commander: Lewis K. Gough*, California
Vice Commanders: William R. Bourdon*, Arizona; Lyon W. Brandon*, Mississippi;
Wilbur C. Daniel*, Virginia; Harry V. Groome*, New Jersey; J. Addington Wagner,
Michigan
Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. John E. Duffy*, Ohio
Historian: Monte C. Sandlin*, Alabama
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana
Judge Advacate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

36th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Washington, D.C., August 30 to September 2, 1954
Commander: Arthur J. Connell*, Connecticut
Vice Commanders: John A. High*, New Hampshire; Dr. Deward H. Reed*, New
Mexico; Truman C. Wold,* North Dakota; Thomas W. Bird*, North Carolina, Herbert
M. Walker*, Pennsylvania

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska
Chaplain: Dr. Tom B. Clark*, Oklahoma

Historian: Robert T. Fairey*, South Carolina

Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

37th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami, Florida, October 10 to 13, 1955
Commander: Seaborn P. Collins*, New Mexico
Vice Commanders: Leonard L. Jackson*, Louisiana; Patrick H. Mangan*, Jr., Vermont;
Howard C. Kingdom*, Ohio; Dr. Carl J. Rees*, Delaware; Robert L. Shelby*, Utah.
Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley®, Nebraska
Chaplain: Rev. Albert J. Hoffman*, Jowa
Historian: Robert T. Fairey*, South Carolina
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana
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38th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Los Angeles, California, September 3 to 6, 1956
Commander: J. Addington Wagner, Michigan
Vice Commanders; Guy Stone*, Georgia; John H. Van Horn*, Alaska; L. Everett Page*,
Texas; Gilman H. Stordock*, Wisconsin; James V. Day*, Maine (resigned Jan. 1, 1956),
succeeded by William J. Holliman*, District of Columbia
Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska (resigned), succeeded by E.A. Blackmore*,
Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. Joseph MacCarroll*, New Jersey
Historian: Robert T. Fairey*, South Carolina
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

39th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Atlantic City, New Jersey, September 16 to 19, 1957
Commander: W.C. ‘Dan’ Daniel*, Virginia
Vice Commanders: Gaylor M. Brown*, lowa; George T. Lewis*, Jr., Tennessee; Carl R.
Moser*, Oregon; John E. Stay, Pennsylvania; J. Edward Walter*, Maryland
Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. Bernard W. Gerdon, Indiana
Historian: Robert T. Fairey*, South Carolina
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®, Indiana

40th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Illinois, September 1 to 4, 1958
Commander: John S. Gleason, Jr.*, Hllinois
Vice Commanders: William A. Cottrell*, Hawaii; Ramon R. Guas*, Puerto Rico; Harry
W. Miller*, West Virginia; Leo A. Lemos*, Rhode Island; Isadore E. Levine*, Indiana.
‘ Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Feltham S. James*, South Carolina
Historian: Mrs. Charles A. (Emily) Herbert*, New Jersey
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana

41st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minnesota, August 24 to 27, 1959
Commander: Preston J. Moore, Oklahoma
Vice Commanders: C. D. Del.oach, District of Columbia; John W. Collins*,
Pennsylvania; James B. Kerrigan*, Missouri; Robert Charles Smith*, Louisiana; James
C. Bangs*, Idaho
Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming

Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr. John J. Twiss*, Massachusetts
Historian: M1s. Charles A. (Emily) Herbert*, New Jersey

Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana
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42nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami Beach, Florida, October 15 to 20, 1960
Commander: Martin B. McKneally*, New York
Vice Commanders: William A. Brennan, Jr., Indiana; A. Layman Harman*, South
Carolina: Nate V. Keller*, Minnesota; Irven Frank Gianotti*, Minnesota (appointed
September 14, 1966, to fill vacancy created July 25 by the death of Nate V. Keller);
Willard W. Brandt, North Dakota; Charles McGonegal*, California; Corydon T. Hill*
California (appointed May 4, 1960, to fill vacancy created January 27 by the death of
Charles McGonegal)
Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rabbi Robert I. Kahn, D.H.L., Texas
Historian: Mrs. Charles A. (Emily) Herbert*, New Jersey
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

>

43rd NATIONAL CONVENTION

Denver, Colorado, September 9 to 14, 1961

Commander: William R. Burke, California

Vice Commanders: George K. Walker, Massachusetts; James M. Wagonseller, Ohio;
Vincent J. Maxheim*, Iowa; Dr. Harry H. Kretzler*, Washington; R.C. Godwin*, North
Carolina
Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. William H. Moss*, Tennessee
Historian: Glenn B. Hoover*, lowa
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

44th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Las Vegas, Nevada, October 5 to 11, 1962
Commander: Charles L. Bacon*, Missouri
Vice Commanders: Walter W. Barnard*, Montana; Edward T. Hoak*, Pennsylvania;
Wilson H. Morrison*, Michigan; J. Milton Patrick®, Oklahoma; Edward Wysocki, New
Jersey
Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Robert G. Keating*, Connecticut

Historian: Earl David Young*, Colorado

Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York
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45th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Miami Beach, Florida, September 6 to 12, 1963

Commander: James E. Powers*, Georgia
Vice Commanders: Harold D. Beaton*, District of Columbia; James W, Doon*, New
Hampshire; Claude A. Hamilton*, South Dakota; Paschal C. Reese*, Florida; Victor F.
Whittlesea*, Nevada
Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rabbi Albert M. Shulman*, Indiana
Historian: H. Armand de Masi®*, Italy
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

46th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Dallas, Texas, September 18 to 24, 1964

Commander: Daniel F. Foley, Minnesota

Vice Commanders: Earl D. Franklin, Jr.,* Colorado; Emilio S. Iglesias*, Vermont;
Garland D. Murphy, Jr. *, M.D., Arkansas; George Emory Sipple*, Wisconsin; Harry
Wright*, Mexico
Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. John J. Howard*, Virginia
Historian: H. Armand de Masi*, Italy
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

47th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Portland, Oregon, August 20 to 26, 1965
Commander: Donald E. Johnson*, lowa
Vice Commanders: David Aronberg*, Kentucky; Herbert D. Black*, South Carolina;
Ward W. Husted*, Wyoming; Edward H. Lynch, Jr.*, Connecticut; Joseph Paul*,
Michigan
Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Morris N. Dummet®*, Louisiana
Historian: Harold A. Shindler*, Indiana
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

48th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Washington, D.C., August 30 to September 1, 1966
Commander: L. Eldon James*, Virginia
Vice Commanders: Dr. A.R. Choppin*, Louisiana; William E. Galbraith, Nebraska;
Robert O. Phillips*, Philippines; William J. Rogers, Maine; Soleng Tom,* Arizona.
Adjutant: E. A. Blackmore*, Wyoming (died 4-21-67)CSucceeded by Emest N. Schmid
5-4-67 to 8-31-67 )
Chaplain: Rev. Alfred C. Thompson, New York
Historian: Harold A. Shindler*, Indiana
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York
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49th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Massachusetts, August 25 to 31, 1967
Commander: John E. Davis*, North Dakota
Vice Commanders: Robert M. Fritz*, Indiana; Lewis W. Emerich, Texas; Harry V.
Klein*, Pennsylvania; Frank L. Orfanello*, Massachusetts; James A. Tadlock®, New
Mexico
Adjutant: William F. Hauck, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Anthony J. O’Driscoll*, New York
Historian: Harold A. Shindler*, Indiana
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

50th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New Orleans, Louisiana, September 6 to 12, 1968
Cormmander: William E. Galbraith, Nebraska
Vice Commanders: Coleman Nolen*, Oklahoma; Louis R.J. Malo, Rhode Island; Roscoe
D. Curtiss*, Tennessee; Dr. Edwin L. Peterson, Utah; Marvin W. Roth, Wisconsin.
Adjutant: William F, Hauck*, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Edward P. Nolan*, Pennsylvania
Historian: Harold A. Shindler*, Indiana
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

51st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Atlanta, Georgia, August 22 to 28, 1969
Commander: William C. Doyle*, New Jersey
Vice Commanders: C. Russell Huber*, Alaska; John A. Jones*, West Virginia; Howard
E. Lohman*, Minnesota; Lewis E. McCray*, Alabama; Maurice Parisien*, Maine.
Adjutant: William F. Hauck*, Indiana

Chaplain: Rev. CJ. Olander*, Mississippi
Historian: Harold A. Shindler*, Indiana

Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

352nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Portland, Oregon, August 28 to September 3, 1970
Commander: J. Milton Patrick*, Oklahoma
Vice Commanders: Kent. T. Lundgren*, Michigan; Roland D. Marble, Mississippi;
Raymond F. Mudge*, New Hampshire; Earl R. Norgard*, Oregon; Gilberto M. Font*,
Puerts Rico
Adjutant: William F. Hauck*, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. William D. Curtis, Minnesota
Historian: John A. May*, South Carolina
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York
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53rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Houston, Texas, August 27 to September 2, 1971
Commander: Alfréd P. Chamie*, California
Vice Commanders: Claude Carpenter, Arkansas; Max Hanson*, Idaho; Robert E.L.
Eaton*; Maryland; Gabriel T. Olga*, Massachusetts; John E. Gilbert, Pennsylvania
Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Milton B. Faust*, North Carolina
Historian: Howard M. Swinney*, Kentucky
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

54th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Hllinois, August 18 to 24, 1972
Commander: John H. Geiger, 1llinois
Vice Commanders: Howard W. Fann*, Kentucky; Arthur M. MacCarthy*, Florida; Roy
Sweet, Vermont; Harry G. Wiles*, Kansas; Wallace C.S. Young, Hawaii
Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Paul J. Schwaab,* Nebraska
Historian: G. Greer McCallister*, Ohio
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

55th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Honolulu, Hawaii, August 17 to 23, 1973
Commander: Joe L. Matthews, Texas
Vice Commanders: Tim T. Craig*, North Carolina; Sam Gray*, California; Donald L.
Gruenbaum®, Ohio; Albert J. Moeller*, New Jersey; Raymond J. Novak*, South Dakota.

Adjutant: William F. Hauck*, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. L.P. Fitzpatrick*, lowa

Historian: Mrs. Loretta O. Phillips*, California

Treasurer: William Francis Polen®, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

56th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami Beach, Florida, August 16 to 22, 1974
Commander: Robert E. L. Eaton*, Maryland
Vice Commanders: John N. Roberto, Connecticut; Frank C. Brooks*, Washington;
Gilbert E. Sheeks, Indiana; Merrick W. Swords Jr. *, Louisiana; N.E. Brown*, South
Carolina
Adjutant: William F. Hauck*, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Jerome D. Fortenberry, Missouri
Historian: R. Robert Filter*, Wisconsin
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York
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57th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minnesota, August 15 to 21, 1975
Commander: James M. Wagonseller*, Chio
Vice Commanders: Boyd H. Clemens, North Dakota; Jack W. Flynt*, Texas; Jay E.
Harville, Tennessee; Donald H. Jeffery, Pennsylvania; William A. Lindsay,* Montana.
Adjutant: William F. Hauck*®, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Harvey T. Goodling*, Oregon
Historian: Nolie C. Deas, Sr., Florida
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

38th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Seattle, Washington, August 20 to 26, 1976
Commander: Harry G. Wiles*, Kansas
Vice Commanders: John W. Adams, Jr., Kentucky; Fred W. Anderson, Jr., Nevada; Leo
F. Malloy, Massachusetts; Thomas W. Miller, Arkansas; James F. Walker*, Minnesota.
Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Claude E. Smithmier, Georgia
Historian: Mrs. Dorothy Grimes, Colorado
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

59th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Denver, Colorado, August 19 to 25, 1977

Commander: William J. Rogers, Maine
Vice Commanders: Lioyd J. Berken*, Wisconsin; Thomas B. Coll, District of Columbia;
Robert B. Grauberger*, Colorado; Frank A. Kelly, Georgia; Wilbur Walker*, Virginia
Adjutant: William F. Hauck*, Indiana
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. James C. Tuxbury, North Dakota
Historian: Alton H. Carpenter, New York
Treasurer: William Francis Polen*, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

60th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New Orleans, Louisiana, August 18 to 24, 1978
Commander: Robert Charles Smith*, Louisiana
Vice Commanders: Eugene V. Lindquist, Minnesota; Roger A. Munson,* Ohio; John J.
O’Connell*, Rhode Island; Chester Phillips, West Virginia; Irving B. Selmer®, Wyoming
Adjutant: Frank C. Momsen*, Minnesota
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Walter D. Power®, Maryland
Historian: Armnold J. Stockstad*, North Dakota
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York
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61st NATIONAL CONVENTION

Houston, Texas, August 17 to 23, 1979

Commander: John M. Carey, Michigan
Vice Commanders: L. Max Connoly*, Arizona; Alvin F. Grauerholz, Kansas; Joseph F.
Ward,* New Jersey; John H. Wienand, Jr. *, Alabama; Nathan M. Wolfe, South Carolina

Adjutant: Frank C. Momsen*, Minnesota
Chaplain: R. Drew Wolcott*, Mexico
Historian: Harry H. Kretzler, M.D. *, Washingten
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

62nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Massachusetts, August 15 to 21, 1980
Commander: Frank 1. Hamilton, Indiana
Vice Commanders: G.Y. Fails*, New Mexico; Keith A. Kreul, Wisconsin; Bob Legan,
Arkansas; Max E. Robinson, North Carolina; Lawrence R. Spaulding*, New Hampshire.
Adjutant: Frank C. Momsen*, Minnesota
Chaplain: Rev. Karl E. Kniseley, California
Historian: Phillip Haddad, Oklahoma
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

63rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Honoluly, Hawaii, August 28 to September 3, 1981
Commander: Michael J. Kogutek, New York
Vice Commanders: Ralph M. Godwin*, Mississippi; Keith H. Gwilliam, Utah; Matthew
W. Jamieson*, Michigan; Robert W. Lowry, Nebraska; Dr. Almo J. Sebastianelli,
Pennsylvania
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan

Chaplain: Rev. George 5. Macres*, Minnesota
Historian: Neal S. Sundeen, Arizona
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

64th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Illinois, August 20 to 26, 1982
Commander: Jack W. Flynt*, Texas
Vice Cornmanders: Frank T. Markovich*, Missouri; Dan C. McDonough*, Alaska;
Percy C. Miller, Tennessee; Melvin ‘Dec’ Simon, Vermont; David A. Wade*, Maryland.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. George R. M. Runmey, Virginia
Historian: Bernard J. Chisholm*, Minnesota
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York
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65th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Seattle, Washington, August 19 to 25, 1983
Commander: Al Keller, Jr.*, Illinois
Vice Commanders: Robert C. Gabrielson, South Dakota; Margaret M. Malone, New
Jersey; H. Melvin Napier, Indiana; Jack C. Plato*, Oregon; Leo O. Walker*, Oklahoma.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. John D. Kempf*, Ohio
Historian: James W. Conway, Massachusetts
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, indiana
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York

66th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Salt Lake City, Utah, September 3 to 5, 1984
Commander: Keith Kreul, Wisconsin
Vice Commanders: J. Leslie Brown, Jr.,* Kentucky; Roberto Gonzalez, Puerto Rico;
Charles R. Green*, Ohio; Robert W. Groceia, Massachusetts, John N. Lockhart*, Hawaii
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: James Clay McKee, Utah
Historian: Herberta T. Stark*, New Hampshire
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland

67th NATIONAL CONVENTION

New Orleans, Louisiana, August 23 to 28, 1985

Commander: Clarence M. Bacon, Maryland
Vice Commanders: Robert S. Turner, Georgia;, Harold E. Collett*, Idaho; Ronald D.
Birk, Kansas; Stewart Kunde*, Minnesota; Stephen J. Mikosky*, Pennsylvania
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan

Chaplain: Rev. Charles G. Rice, Jr.*, New York

Historian: Roy B. Mahoney, Florida
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland

68th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Cincinnati, Ohio, August 29 to September 4, 1986

Commander: Dale L. Renaud*, Jowa
Vice Comumanders: Bernard Black, South Carolina; Norman Conn*, California; Vito M.
DeFilipp, Maine; Miles S. Epling, West Virginia, H. F. ‘Sparky’ Gierke, North Dakota

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Dr. Gordon L. Patterson,* Nebraska
Historian: Ethel M. Matuschka,* Wisconsin
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland
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69th NATIONAL CONVENTION
San Antonio, Texas, August 21 to 27, 1987
Commander: James P. Dean, Mississippi
Vice Commanders: William M. Detweiler, Louisiana; Doris R. Gross, Washington;
Donald E. Neil, Delaware; Allen L. Titus, Indiana; Ervin F. Van Dyke, Wisconsin
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Fr. Arthur J. Jakobiak, New Mexico
Historian: J. Ruffin Apperson®, Virginia
Treasurer; Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland

70th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Louisville, Kentucky, September 6 to 8, 1988
Commander: John P. ‘Jake’ Comer, Massachusetts
Vice Commanders: Neale V. Cabral*, Connecticut; Joe Frank, Jr., Missouri; W.P. ‘Bill’
Peterson, Montana; Paul B. Phifer, Jr.,* Virginia; Leon Reed, Arkansas
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Jerry Salveson*, Minnesota

Historian: Edward F. Brennan*, Illinois

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland

71st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Baltimore, Maryland, September 5 to 7, 1989
Commander: H.F. ‘Sparky’ Gierke, North Dakota
Vice Commanders; Thomas L. Gabel, Ohio; Harvey Holcomb, Texas: Archie Pozzi, Jr.,*
Nevada; Ray G. Smith, Sr., North Carolina: John P. Tipping, New York
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. F. Robert Davidson, Michigan
Historian: Richard A. Stevens, Sr.*, Louisiana
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland

72nd NATIONAL CONVENTION

Indianapolis, Indiana, August 28 to 30, 1990

Commander: Miles S. Epling, West Virginia

Vice Commanders: Vincent E. Blank, Iowa; Joseph E. Caouette, New Hampshire;
Andrew J. Cooper, Alabama; Gerald Goetzinger, South Dakota; Vinton R. Guy,
Colorado
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Lynn S. Kearsley, Idaho

Historian: C. Carl Pilgrim,* South Carolina

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland
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73rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Phoenix, Arizona, September 3 to 5, 1991
Commander: Robert S. Turner, Georgia
Vice Commanders: Lewis Adams, Nebraska; James T. Anderson, Wyoming; Fred M.
Ingellis, Mississippi; Harry F. McDowell, Florida; George E. Sampson, New Jersey
Adjutant: Rebert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Michas M. Ohnstad, Minnesota
Historian: Harold Matthew Branton, Texas
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland

74th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Illinois, August 25 to 27, 1992
Commander: Dominic D. DiFrancesco, Pennsylvania
Vice Commanders: James “Jim’ G. Brouillette, Vermont; Thomas P. Cadmus, Michigan;
Ronald C. Murphy, Arizona; Lawrence F. Roy, Oklahoma; Lee R. Stolfus, Kansas
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Donal M. ‘Jack’ Squires, West Virginia
Historian: Bettie M. Canon, Montana
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr, Maryland

75th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, September 3 to 9, 1993
Cormmander: Roger A. Munson*, Ohio
Vice Commanders: Joseph V. Adams, Pennsylvania; Paul Andrejewski, Minnesota;
Robert E. “Jack’ David, South Carolina; John William ‘Bill’ Murphy, Arizona; Louis A.
‘Tony’ Santillanes, New Mexico
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. James R. Wagner, Mississippi

Historian: Delfo Barabani, Massachusetts

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland

76th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minnesota, September 6 to 8, 1994
Commander: Bruce Thiesen, California
Vice Commanders: Juan H. Cintron, Puerto Rico; Douglas A. Mason, Utah; John I,
Mulkern, Massachusetts; K.W, Ohl, Indiana; Curtis O. Twete, North Dakota.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Msgr. Raymond J. Kozlowski*, New York
Historian: Marjorie T. Simpson, Georgia
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland
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77th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Indianapolis, Indiana, September 4 to 6, 1995
Commander : William M. Detweiler, Louisiana
Vice Commanders: Joseph T. Craig, Alaska; Silas M. Noel, Kentucky; Calvin E. Patton,
Maryland; H. Gordon Burleigh, New York; Vernon K. Grosenick*, Wisconsin
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Roy L. Pryor, South Carolina
Historian: M. LaReine Maxey*, Nevada, {died 10-7-94) Appointed at 1994 Fall
Meetings, Carl S. Wipperman, Washington
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Maryland

78th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Salt Lake City, Utah, August 30 to September 5, 1996
Commander: Daniel A. Ludwig, Minnesota
Vice Commanders: Keith Baker, lowa; William L. Ciciotte, Maine; Robert D. Scott,
Oregon; C. Darrel Haskell, South Dakota; Ralph J. Reel, Tennessee
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan

Chaplain: Joseph E. Reynolds, Texas
Historian: R. Paul Tenney, Vermont

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Maryland

79th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Orlando, Florida, August 29 to September 4, 1997

Commander: Joseph J. Frank, Missouri

Vice Commanders: Wilson R. Timmons,* Florida; Orland H. Taylor, Hawaii; Roger L.
Wild, Nebraska; Albert M. Robotti, New Jersey; Robert L. Bowen, Virginia
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Charles H. Richmond, Oklahoma

Historian: Barbara ‘Bobbe’ Stuvengen, Wisconsin

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Maryland

80th NATIONAL CONVENTION

New Orleans, Louisiana, September 4 to 10, 1998
Commander: Anthony Jordan, Maine

Vice Commanders: Erwin Gus Williams, Connecticut; Conrad A. Chisholm, Idaho;
Norris W. Preston, Missouri; Gerald L. Moore*, Ohio; Robert E. Vass, West Virginia
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan

Chaplain: Rev. Henry E. Eisenhart, Pennsylvania
Historian: Tommy Mills, Mississippi
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Maryland

81st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Anaheim, California, September 3 to 9, 1999
Commander: Butch L. Miller, Virginia
Vice Commanders: Leo P. Burke, California; Roger L. Tingler, Georgia; James W.
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Gravenstein, Kansas; Fernando M. Goulart, Rhode Island; John D. Morris, Texas
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Rev. Robert J. Sweeney
Historian: Robert L. Klipstine
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr.
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland

82nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, September 1 to 7, 2000
Commander: Alan G. Lance, Sr., Idaho
Vice Commanders: James F. Fraughnaugh, Alabama; Milton W. Lobstein, Michigan;
Robert Skallerud, Minnesota; Robert F. Neville, New York; L. Harry Easley,
Washington

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan

Chaplain: David R. Brown, Louisiana
Historian: Robert Mead, Nebraska
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Jr., Indiana
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland

83rd NATIONAL CONVENTION

San Antonio, Texas, August 24-30, 2001

. Commander: Ray G. Smith, North Carolina
Vice Commanders: Charles C. Ragsdell, Arkansas; James B. Koutz, Indiana; Henry P.
Bradley, Massachusetts; John C. Pellegrini, Montana; William A. Weatherly, South
Carolina

Adjutant: Robert W. 8panogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Calvin C. Turpin, California
Historian: James Buterbaugh, Kansas
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland

84th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27-29, 2002
Commander: Richard J. Santos, Maryland
Vice Commanders: Russell H. Hanseter, Wisconsin; Charles R. John, Okiahoma; Terry
D. Lewis, Pennsylvania; James F. Mareschal, Missouri; Dale R. Salmen, Nevada.

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain: Calvin C. Turpin, California
Historian: Walter L. Davis, Michigan
Treasurer: George A. Buskirk, Indiana

Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland



PROCEEDINGS
of the
84™ ANNUAL Convention
of
The American Legion

Tuesday, August 27, 2002

...At 8:30 am. the Delegates were entertained by Mr. Peter Ole, our organist.
...A19:00 a.m. the Delegates assembled for the 84" Annual National Convention, and
the following procesdings were conducted.

Call to Order
Richard Santes, Maryland, National Commander

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Before we begin our program, please join me in a round of
applause for Peter Ole, our musician.

The 84™ National Convention will come to order. Please rise as the National Champion
Honor Guard from The American Legion Post No. 86, Rockville, Maryland presents the
Colors. Remain standing for the singing of the National Anthem, by Lance Sweigart, a
member of The American Legion Post No. 60 of Laurel, Maryland.

...Color Guarc of American Legion Post No. 86, Rockville, Maryland presented the
Colors, following Lance H. Sweigart sang the National Anthem.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: For the Invocation, I call on our National Chaplain, Dr.
Calvin C. Turpin of Post No. 320, Spotsylvania, Virginia. Please uncover.

Invocation
Dr. David F. Russell, Virginia, National Chaplain

This morning, not only do I come to you as your Chaplain, but also, as a Christian
minister asking for your prayers for the SAL Chaplain from Georgia, Harry Howell. He has
been the Chaplain there for over 5 years, but he’s terminally ill. He wanted to make this
Convention his last Convention and his first Convention. But he is now in Presbyterian
Hospital. Reverend Foss, Department Chaplain of Georgia, contacted me and we went over
to the hospital. He definitely needs your prayers this morning and I also encourage Chaplain
Foss that he might get a card and that we might sign it so that it would be a remembrance
to him.

Our Dear most Gracious Heavenly Father we thank You for this opportunity to come

(1)
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to this Convention. We thank You for the safe journey that You’ve given us here. We pray
You watch with care upon us while we are here and that all which we do and that which we
say will bring honor not only to Thee, but also to our organization and to our country.

Father, we pray for Brother Howell. You have said in Y our word that You would never
place anything upon us that You didn’t give us the strength to bear up underneath it. You
have promised us in Your word that You would be with us no matter whether we went
through highest mountain or through the valley of the shadow of death.

And we pray for Your hand to be upon our brother. We pray that it be Your Divine will
that You will raise him up and give to him the assurance of Your presence, Your power and
Your love. We pray in Your Son’s precious name. Amen.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: As we remain standing, uncovered, it is with a heavy heart
that we pay tribute to a true leader of this great organization. At this time I ask Past National
Commanders Dan Ludwig of Minnesota, Butch Miller of Virginia, a native of Wabasha,
Minnesota to unveil a picture of Past National Commander, Daniel F. Foley.

Dan Foley was National Commander of The American Legion from 1963 to 1964 and
a U.S. Army veteran of World War II. He was an attorney and Minnesota Appeals Court
Judge. Dan Foley, born in Wabasha, Minnesota, October 9, 1921, went to be with our
Supreme Commander, August 17, 2002. May God welcome him home.

Pledge of Allegiance

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.
... At this time the Delegation recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Lighting of the Peace Candie
Raymond P. Jacquez, Maryland National Sergeant-at-Arms

NATL COMDR SANTOS: I now ask that National Sergeant-At-Arms, Raymond P.
Jacquez of Maryland, light the Peace Caridle.
... At this time National Sergeant-at-Arms lit the Peace Candle.

POW/MIA Empty Chair Ceremony
Robert S. Turner, Georgia, Past National Commander
Thomas L. Bock, Colerade, Chairman Foreign Relations Commission

NATL COMDR SANTOS: At this time we pause to remember those who are listed as
prisoners of war or missing in action from World War I, Korea and Vietnam. We in The
American Legion will never forget them. We will not ease the pressure on our Government
to do the right thing and to continue to work for an accounting of all those missing. I ask
Past National Commander Robert Turner of Georgia, Chairman of the special POW/MIA
Committee and Thomas Bock of Colorado, Chairman of the Foreign Relations Commission,
to place the POW/MIA flag on the empty chair.

... At this time, the POW/MIA flag was placed on the Empty Chair.
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Preamble To The American Legion Constitufion
Richard Santos, Maryland, National Commander

Legionnaires, please join me in reaffirming our commitment to the principles and ideals
on which our great American Legion was founded by reciting with me the Preamble to the
Constitution of The American Legion.

... At this time, the Delegation recited the Preamble.

National Commander’s Remarks
Richard Santos, Maryland

One year ago, we were assembled in San Antonio, Texas for the 83" Annual National
Convention. And there this Commander was elected, and the new officers put in place. We
had a plan of the day, you might say, for our year. But on September 11, that plan was
altered in many ways. We had to restructure ourselves to address the issues of the time;
whether it was in the short or long run. In that adjustment process we called upon you to
react, to activate, and to assist.

1 appreciate what you had done in them moments following September 11. Youreacted,
you acted, and you helped those that had some tough times to handle, whether in New York,
Arlington, Virginia, or in Shankville, Pennsylvania. 'You made this organization a leader in
the community by that reaction and by that action.

‘You put a positive image of this organization with the general public by being out front
when the troops started to leave and the Guard and the Reserves were activated. You were
out front when their families needed help upon their departure, whether it was for the
Homeland Defense or overseas commitment. You continued your action by promoting the
Blue Star Service Banner in the homes of the families who had loved ones on active duty
and the Reserve and Guard that were activated. You also went to your civic leaders and your
business leaders to promote Blue Star Service Flags.

We’ve done many things since September 1 1, beyond the items that I have mentioned.
But our work here is not done. This War on Terrorism is going to be a long drawn out affair.
Affair is not the right word, engagement might be better, whether it is in Afghanistan, oron
our soil here. So I ask you to prepare yourselves to continue to support our military. Support
their farnilies and support Congress and most importantly, support our President as they steer
us through these troubled times and unsettled war.

Again, thank you for being the Legion family. On behalf of all of the military and our
fellow veterans, we thank you for your service, your dedication, and commitment o those
ends. You deserve a round of applause for that type of commitment and service. We thank
you from our National staff and our National Officers.

We have a special guest on the way that we’re asking your patience with. For a few
moments here I’'m going to ask Mr. Peter Ole to continue to entertain us with fun and frolic
through his musical notes. And while Peter is preparing himself, when I visited the
Department of New Hampshire, we had the opportunity to go to the Veterans Home in
Tilton. And who do I meet in there entertaining veterans? Peter Ole.

He wasn’t there for just one occasion, he does it every week. So beyond his
entertainment process to us here, he does it day in and week out for our veterans in New
Hampshire. Peter, we thank you for that service to our fellow veterans and their families, and
so acknowiedge, please, it’s all yours.

... The Delegates were entertained by Mr. Peter Ole, organist.
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NATL COMDR SANTOS: When “Enduring Freedom Operation” and “Enduring
Freedom™ was initiated, troops, soldiers, sailors, airmen, coast guardsman, and Marines were
sent overseas. Many of our Guard and Reserve were activated and sent. A lot of people
responded to the needs of our military and their families. It wasn’t necessarily those
Legionnaires, Auxiliary, or Sons of The American Legion members. They weren’t
necessarily adults.

We have two young people with us today that on their own and their own initiative,
wanted to do something for our troops. They initiated “Operation Send A Hug.” These two
young ladies from Fishers, Indiana, that’s Casey, age 8 and Megan, age 6. Casey and Megan
Smith with their mother, Mrs. Barbara Smith, are here with us on the stage. We’d like to
give them a hand in recognition of what they did, on their own, with their own initiative. It
goes to show you that we’re never too young to lend a helping hand.

In the days coming, we’re going to have to reassess ourselves with our Homeland
Defense. Tomorrow you’re going to hear from Mr. Tom Ridge, with important issues on
homeland security. For those that travel, I know that | have over a half a million miles this
year flying. We went through the airports right after September 11, as soon they allowed
flying again. We experienced frustration, impatience, long lines, hostile people that couldn’t
wait. Back in September we issued a plea to you to have patience and understand what was
going on.

We’ve transgressed through that era now. We’re in the second stage. And possibly this
organization, the Legion family, is going to be called upon to aid in some capacity or in
some fashion for our Homeland Security. We have offered The American Legion Family to
the President, Tom Ridge, and Congress, to implement and carry on or improve any program
or any effort they are putting forth or will put forth.

Remember, with our 14,800 plus American Legion Posts throughout the world, we're
at grassroots level. If they need something distributed, something initiated in Jocal
communities, who better than The American Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary, and
the Sons of The American Legion to be a part of that? Because we are already in place, they
don’t have to bring in their bandwagons and their task teams to initiate it. They simply
contact us to get it done.

We are preparing you for possible future activities in the Homeland Defense. It might
be in the capacity of trying to do something similar to the old civil defense. We might need
Post homes to utilize for meetings to distribute information, have town-type meetings to
share with our citizens, possibly emergency scenarios or evacuations. Those on the coastline
do it every year for hurricane threats.

We’re going to have to carry it a little further now from physical threats from those that
might not care for our style of living or our government. I ask you to be ready when called
upon. Make yourselves available. Make your assets available to this effort.

Tomorrow, Tom Ridge will bring us word on what they are doing, what they will do,
or intend on doing. Creating this new department is not going to be an easy task. The
proposed budget is $39,000,000,000. And that’s not coming from separate money. That
money is coming from the various Departments that they’re drawing their personnel from.
Then they’re bringing in 177,000 people to be in that department. I believe that department
when formed will be the third largest department of our federal agency. It’s going to be a
big task and a big job.

I ask again for your support, especially when contacted by national staff to react or
activate or assist in any manner.

During the past 12 months, it has been an honor to serve side-by-side with our next
guest. This inspiring woman—I call her strong—was elected the 8 1% National President of
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the American Legion Auxiliary in San Antonio, Texas, one year ago.

Throughout the year she has traveled extensively, telling people that “There Is Magic
in America’s Dreams.” She has also continued sponsorship of the National Veterans
Creative Arts Festival. She has held many offices in her years of volunteer service in the
American Legion Auxiliary. Please welcome the leader of the Nation’s largest patriotic
women’s organization, a member of Emil H. Dutler Unit 177 of Vinton, lowa, the American
Legion Auxiliary National President, Sherry McLaughlin.

Address: Sherry McLaughlin
National President, ITowa, The American Legion Auxiliary

NATL PRES TALA MCLAUGHLIN: Thank you, Commander Ric, and [ use that term,
not in disrespect, but in endearment. What a thrill fo stand here before you thismorning. One
year ago, Ric and I were elected along with CIiff Smith, to lead The American Legion
family. Little did we know what kinds of challenges would be presented to us by the
September 11 events in this country.

I want to assure you that your Commander did not miss a beat. It was really rather
amazing because we began to implement programs immediately. It was almost as if he and
1 had ESP when it came to the programs that we felt were most needed in America. It’s been
an absolute thrill to serve with both Ric and the SAL Commander CHff Smith this year.

1 have truly been the queen of the family. They have treated me with such respect and
such dignity, as have your members and my members. When I thought about what I might
tell you today, one thing came to mind, and that was two simple little words, ‘thank you.’

Thank you for your friendship, thank you for your love, thank you for the support of
the American Legion Auxiliary, but most of all, thank each one of you for helping to keep
freedom in America, for doing your part. I know that I for one will never again take my
freedom for granted as I believe the citizens of America will not take their freedom for
granted, either.

1 encourage you to continue the wonderful work you’ve done on behalf of veterans,
communities, and our children. I ask you bend down and hug those children and reassure
them that we do live in a safe country, that it is still the greatest place in the world to live
and to grow up. Make them aware that we as adults care about their world and we will do
every single thing within our power to assure them that it will be a strong country.

Thank you so much for everything vou have done this year. This truly has been a
magical vear. I do believe there is magic in America’s dreams. )

NATL COMDR SANTOS: I asked that our President stand here for one second. When
we were elected last year in San Antonio, and then we gathered on the stage at the close of
our Convention, many photographs were taken. It was in this pose that was put in the
newspaper the following morning, and come to find out this was my wife according to the
San Antonio News, not Madame President of the American Legion Auxiliary.

We both had our slogans for the year. In some areas where I had the opportunity to
speak to the American Légion Auxiliary and their Departments, I combined both of our
slogans because it was quite unique. It simple went, “There is magic in America’s dreams
by reaching out in all directions.” it was kind of a good carry on. And that’s the way this
year has been.

1 say to this strong, inspirational lady, thank you for a job well done for all of our
veterans, their families, and the people of our communities, states, and nation. Indeed, 1
think that the Legion Family has made a difference this year. Madame President, thank you,
God bless. I know you have a Convention to proceed with. We thank you for sharing this



6

Proceedings of Tuesday, August 27, 2002

time with us this morning, and God speed.

Opening: Remembrance-Faith—Patriotism
Richard Santos, Maryland, National Commander

Remembrance. Faith. Patriotism. Three words that describe the very soul of The
American Legion. Our faith in God and country forms the bond of comradeship and provides
the strength to shape the future. It’s our love of country—patriotism—and service to
veterans, their families and to the children of this nation that are the core of our membership
in The American Legion.

Remembrance
September 11, 2001, Operation Enduring Freedom
Richard Santos, Maryland, National Commander

At every meeting of The American Legion, including this National Convention, we
renew our commitment to God and country and the values of our nation by reciting the
Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion. We remember our country’s history
and we renew our faith in its future.

America will mark the first anniversary of September 11% in 16 days, as each citizen
will remember the terrorist attack on our nation. Our nation up to that very hour and day,
was a nation at peace. We were a nation at peace when our fleet was attacked at Pearl
Harbor. We remember Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1941. And, we will remember September
11, 2001. We will do what Americans have always done, learn from history and work for
a stronger future for our great nation and generations of Americans to come.

That is why today I ask you to stand with me and pay tribute to the victims of 9/11 and
the brave Americans who served and died in Operation Enduring Freedom and Taskforce
Dagger.

(At this time the Convention stood and listened to bagpipes playing Amazing Grace,
while viewing videotape displaying casuaity totals from New York City, the Pentagon and
Pennsylvania, then lists individuals who have lost their lives in military service boih at the
Pentagon and in Afghanistan.)

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SAM GRAVES, TALENT: Ladies and gentlemen, please
be seated. We are a nation at war. We struggle with the cold, hard fact that it is our sons,
daughters, grandsons, grand daughters, members of America’s family who are on the front
line in America’s war on world terrorism. Yes, they are all our sons and daughters because
they are the sons and daughiers of our nation. Listen to these words written by a father,
which speak for us and thousands of mothers and fathers and husbands and wives who wait
anxiously for word from their loved ones:

“It both ends and begins with a phone call. ‘Hey Dad ... Just got the word that we're
moving out, pronto. Like we talked before, it 'll be a while before I can call again. I love you
Pop. Don’t worry about me. Put Mom on for a sec, will you? " It ’s the end of the waiting
Sfor military orders. The end of hope that they don't come. The end of uncertainty about
deployment. He's going. “The end is bad, but the beginning is worse. It 's the beginning of
long months of silence, long nights of worry. Watch the news. Search the Internet. Wait for
the phone to ring . . . but it doesn’t. “He might be in Turkmenistan, or Uzbekistan, or a
dozen other countries I didn’t even know existed before September 11.

1 knew it might happen. After all, this is what he was trained for. He's a soldier. I know
he s proud to do his duty. And I'm proud of him. I hug my wife and tell her he’s going to be
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okay, but we need something more to cling to. ‘Lovd give him strength. Lord protect him.’

Still, F have to focus. I have to keep on living, despite the hollow numbness in the pit of
my stomach. My boy’s gone to war. I've been there - but I've never been here. I've been the
one 10 go 1o war, but not the one left behind ... to wait ... Yo worry ... to wonder. Ididn 't
want this for kim. Only yesterday he was a little kid pleading for me to go outside and play
ball. Today he’s a man doing his duty, defending his nation. He’s special to me, but really
no different from thousands of others.

Your sons and daughters, grandsons and granddaughters, friends and neighbors.
they 're all doing their duty, leaving their homes, leaving their families to fight an enemy who
wears no uniform, swears allegiance to no country, and recognizes no rules of war.

America’s troops may be gone for weeks, even months or years. Some may never come
home, yet all will be with their ‘family.’ Not blood relatives—not mom and dad—Dbut with
other young men and women with whom they serve in the military uniform of our country.
Come what may, none will fail those with whom they serve. They are today’s ‘Private Ryans’
and ‘Band of Brothers.” Their platoons and air wings and ship’s companies are their
Jamilies, their brothers and sisters. Each has pledged his iife and entrusted his safety to the
other. All have forged a sacred bond that will last a lifetime, a bond none can understand;
except those who share it.

We are praying as a family, because, in a very real sense, every Soldier, Sailor,
Marine, Airman and Coast Guardsman is a part of our family, The American Legion family,
and we love them all and we're proud of them. No words are sufficient io describe our
national sense of resolve or our collective feeling of concern for those young ones who have
gone into Harm's Way on our behalf.

Instead, let us pray to the God of us all that we gain victory and rejoice in the safe
return of our family. Nonetheless, let us also pray that His will be done, and that He give us
the strength to bear it—be it sorrow or rejoicing. God has blessed America with much
bounty and many fine men and women through the years who have risked their lives—and -
given them—to preserve our liberty and our way of life. So today let this be our prayer, as
in ages past, ‘God Bless America.’

NATL COMDR SANTOS: As we listened to those words of concern—it is a message
for all of us—we remember our own service. We remember the bond forged in our wartime
experience that we have with these fine young men and women who are defending our
nation today. That is why we recognize those who serve today through our Blue Star Service
Banner and Blue Star Corporate Flag programs.

These two programs serve as a highly visible reminder in our communities that a family
is affected and a family member is serving to protect us. We in The American Legion also
recognize that 65% of today’s military are married and have families. When our men and
women are engaged in this War on Terrorism it is The American Legion Family Support
Network that is ready to help with unforeseen family problems.

Whether it’s fixing a car, painting, lawn care or just a friendly, understanding voice,
The American Legion Family does what is needed, because we have been there. And, ves,
some of our military forces have paid and will pay the ultimate sacrifice to preserve our
nation. We of The American Legion are their comrades, their extended family. That is why
we formed the September 11" Memorial Scholarship Fund. We will be there for their family
and their children in years to come. We will provide scholarship funds for the children
whose mothers and fathers died in defense of our freedom.

The Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion has been our commitment
for 84 years. It has demonstrated its wisdom for four generations of American’s veterans.
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‘The Preamble is about Remembrance, Faith and Patriotism. We understand the common
bond of military service. That common bond is about faith in your buddy and comrade. That
faith crosses all generations of those who have been there. That is why we stand in solid
resolve and support of those in uniform today. That faith, that commeon bond, is strengthened
by the example of those selected to receive The American Legion Spirit of Service Award.

Faith
Presentation: Spirit of Service Awards

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED DEP DIR PR HARRIS: Each year The Ameriean Legion
presents the Spirit of Service Award to a young, enlisted member of the military services. To
receive this recognition the individual must be an outstanding military professional and be
actively involved in volunteer projects in the community during off-duty hours. The
American Legion provides this recognition because volunteerism has been at the heart of
our efforts since our founding 84 vears ago. And, it is community volunteerism that keeps
the Nation’s largest veterans organization growing.

Joining National Commander Santos for the presentation of the 2002 Awards is
Lieutenant General Doug Brown, the Commanding General of the U. S. Army Special
Operations Command at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. The 2002 Spirit of Service Award
recipient from the United States Army has served in three locations during his short time in
service, and at every assignment he has met community needs. Using his interest in
emergency medicine, he became involved in instructing CPR and first aid for the Red Cross
and eventually the Georgia Rescue Dog Association.

He volunteers weekends to teach the American Red Cross Babysitter Course and
participates in the Meals on Wheels program. During time attending Niagara University in
New York, he assisted the homeless through the Saint Vincent DePaul Society and Habitat
for Humanity.

This young soldier has also volunteered with Fire Services in several cities. The
American Legion is proud to present the 2002 Spirit of Service Award to a man who grew
up in Rochester, New York and is currentlyassigned to Fort McPherson, Georgia, Specialist
Eric Hall.

SPC HALL US ARMY: It’s truly an honor to be here today to receive this prestigious
award. | thank The American Legion for providing such great hospitality and for welcoming
us new members to their family. I especially thank the U.S. Army and the leaders with
whom I’ve had the opportunity to serve under with this great opportunity.

Last, but not least, I"d like to thank my family, who could not be here today, for the
support and their love throughout my military career. I look to supporting The American
Legion and to continue to serve my community and my country.

FREVIOUSLY RECORDED DEP DIR PR HARRIS: The Spirit of Service Award
recipient for the United States Navy is a foster parent fo three children through the Lutheran
Services. He serves as a church deacon and the Youth Group Supervisor where he provides
example and mentoring to children from 7 to {3 years of age.

Finally, he squeezes in time to serve as a Student Intern Investigator for the Pan
Patricio County Child Protective Services and a volunteer for Home Missions in Rockport,
Texas. The 2002 Spirit of Service Award winner for the Navy is Engine man Second Class
Jesse Givens.

PO2 GIVENS U.S. NAVY: I’m not much at giving speeches. But first, I’'m going to
give honor to God, who is head of my life. Secondly, I thank The American Legion for
allowing me to receive such a prestigious award. I have worked a lot of times, and
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sometimes, us service members have a lot of work that we’re doing and sometimes not get
recognized.

I’d like to thank my supervisors for recognizing all of the work that I have done. Also
I’d like to thank the Navy for allowing me to represent the Navy. And 1°d like to thank again
The American Legion. I’'m proud to serve as an American Legion member.

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SAM GRAVES, TALENT: The member of the United States
Marine Corps receiving the Spirit of Service Award for 2002 consistently sacrifices
countless off-duty volunteer hours to improve the lot of America’s youth. He serves as a
mentor, instructor, executive officer, and Commanding officer of a Young Marines program
working with children 8 to 17 years old. His unit received the Youth Achievement Award for
Volunteers in Hampton Roads in 1999.

He is a member of the Norfolk Naval Shipyard Drug Education For Youth Program —
DEFY. The program focuses on youth 8 to 13 years old providing them with information to
prevent substance abuse, de-glamorize crime, alcohol and drugs and assist with conflict
resolution management skills. This Marine also volunteers as a judge in the Junior Reserve
Officer Training Command drill competitions at local high schools.

Finally, he volunteers many hours for a local elementary school’s “"Career Days,”
helping to motivate young students to achieve higher goals. He has adopted the school
reading program and assists many in increasing their reading proficiency.

The 2002 Spirit of Service Award is presented to Sergeant Charies Cloud, United States
Marine Corps.

SGT CLOUD USMC: I thank my wife for coming down with me. Without her support
1don’t think any of this would be possible. Second of all, I thank The American Legion, the
American Legion Auxiliary, and the United States Marine Corps. It’s truly an honor to be
the recipient of this award for the United States Marine Corps,

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED DEP DIR PR HARRIS: The 2002 Spirit of Service
Award recipient for the United States Air Force gives freely of his off-duty time, despite
being assigned to Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii, He is actively involved with a project
called “Day of Caring” where he spends time working with a local elementary school.
'During the 60* Anniversary Ceremony for Pearl Harbor Day he volunteered 10 escort
veterans of the infamous day. He was a member of a team that cleaned a Korean War
Memorial, helping to preserve a local historic landmark. And, he was avolunieer first aide
provider for the 29" Honolulu 19K Marathon. The 2002 Spirit of Service Award is presented
to Air Force Technical Sergeant Christopher Culbreth.

SSGT CULBRETH USAF: National Commander Santos and American Legionnaires,
thank you. Not just thank you for selecting me, and not just for allowing me to be here
today, but thank you for the sacrifices that you have made in the pursuit of a free nation
under God and for the freedoms that 1 have today.

I am a proud member of the Armed Forces and honored to represent the Unites States
Air Force for such a prestigious award. As 2 new member [ am looking forward to having
a lasting relationship with all of you and The American Legion as a whole.

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED DEP DIR PR HARRIS: The 2002 Spirit of Service Award
Jor the United States Coast Guard also recognizes an individual whose volunteerism benefits
the youth of America.

While assigned to Sitka, Alaska, this young lady pursued increased access to
educational opportunities and curriculum improvements for pre-school through elementary
school children. In doing this, she spent countless hours meeting with teachers and school
administrators recommending innovative policy changes and creating new programs for the
school system. She was a proactive teacher’s aid, focusing her “hands-on” efforis by
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assisting first grade students with reading difficulties.

She also gave hundreds of hours to Sitka’s Drug Education for Youth Program.
Realizing that nurturing a love of sports while instilling the values of teamwork, character,
and good sportsmanship is important to a young child s future she served as a baseball,
soccer and t-ball coach in local leagues.

To cap her efforts she served as a counselor and mentor jor socially and emotionally
disadvantaged children. The 2002 Spirit of Service Award recipient from the Coast Guard
is Yeoman Second Class Francine Sak.

YMN2 SAK USCG: I'm very proud and honored to have been selected for this award,
[ have been very blessed. Thanks to my Command and the U.S. Coast Guard for this
opportunity. Thank you to my husband and my children for their support. Thank you for the
men and wornen who keep this country safe, past, present, and future of which ’'mhonored
to be a part.

Thank you all out there that protected our country and supports our community with
the American way of life. Most of all, thank God that we’re Americans.

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED DEP DIR PR HARRIS: Ladies and gentlemen, the 2002
Spirit of Service Award Recipients.

The American Legion Youth Champions

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED DEP DIR PR HARRIS: Just as we have faith in those
who are serving in the Armed Forces today, we also have faith in our Nation s future, led
by youth influenced by programs of The American Legion. It is through these programs they
receive a_foundation so that they may carry forward the principles and values of our free
nation.

Our first youth champion is a senior at W. G. Enloe High School in Carey, North
Carolina. Afier intense face-to-face campaigning at the annual American Legion Boys
Nation program in Washington D.C., his fellow Senators elected him President. Sponsored
by American Legion Post 1 of North Carolina, please give a warm welcome to a young man
here to say a special “Thank You" to The American Legion, Bradley Johnson. L

BRADLEY JOHNSON: Let me be the first guy to say welcome to North Carolina. I'm
very proud to represent this state and I hope you all are having a good time here.

On behalf of the 28,000 Boy Staters this year, the 96 Boy’s Nation Senators, Vice
President Ellis from Texas, President Pro Tem Gomez, Rhode Island, and Secretary of the
Senate Haron from Nebraska our deepest and heartfelt thanks to all of you.

 Foreach and every Boy Stater, we have had a door open for us by you, because we now
realize that we can now go on and lead this country into the next century. I thank you for
that. But also, you have not just nurtured the leaders of this country, you’ve also taught them
how to be patriotic in the truest sense and how to have incredible reverence for our veterans.

I can promise you that the leadership of this country and the future is strong and that
they will respect you and that you get your due as you grow older.

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED DEP DIR PR HARRIS: The next youth champion is a
young woman who twice ventured all the way to Indianapolis in her quest for the title of
American Legion Natiornal High School Oratorical Champion. In 2002, her trek took her to
the top as she took the audience on a time-travel trip back to the days when the U.S.
Constitution was written.

Sponsored by Morgan County Post 15 in Decatur, Alabama, please welcome the 2002
National High School Oratorical champion. She's a freshman at the University of Alabama,
Candice Neal.
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CANDICE NEAL: It’s an honor to be here today. My speech was tifled The
Constitution: A Fantastic Journey, and I can truly say that my participation in this contest
has been a fantastic journey.

In the beginning of this contest and of my journey, I was on a pursuit of knowledge.
The outcome was much greater than that. I developed leadership skills, oratorical skills,
confidence, friends and most importantly, it prepared me for my second journey, college.

Today, 1 want to thank The American Legion for opening so many doors for me,
making my dreams come true and helping me further my education. I want to thank Post 15
in Decatur, Alabama and O.J. Height for his dedication and hard work in this program. I do
not have the words to express how faithful and grateful I am for The American Legion and
for this excellent scholarship program.

PREVIOQUSLY RECORDED DEP DIR PR HARRIS: Capping off owr youth champions
for 2002 is the Junior Shootings Sports Champion in the Precision Class. Scoring 2,475 out
of a possible 2,509 points, this young lady is sponsored by Palmyra Post 72 in Palmyra,
Pennsylvania.

A freshman at the University of Alaska-Fairbanks where she will be a member of their
rifle team, she is also a member of the US4 Shooting National Rifle Team. Please welcome
to the 84" National Convention, Jamie Beyerle.

JAMIE BEYERLE: It is a pleasure to be here today. The American Legion has done
so much for Junior Programs over the past years. It’s just great. I’d like to thaok them for
that. It’s because of you that I can be here today representing the shooting sport. Shooting
has been my life and all of you help me get through it and reach my goals to go to the
University of Alaska and compete on the National Rifle Team.

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED DEP DIR PR HARRIS: Please give a rousing show of
our faith in our Nation's future in the hands of those we call our American Legion Youth
Champions.

) Patriotism
Presentation: 82 Airborne All American Cherus
Ft. Bragg, North Carolina

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED DEP DIR PR HARRIS: Through the youth programs of
this great veterans organization, the words from our Preamble again are re-enforced. To
“... transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy ...." Our
Preamble truly encompasses Remembrance-Faith-Patriotism.

We remember the first victims of this War on Terrorism, the men and women of the New
York City Police and Fire Departments, the Emergency Medical Technicians, and the Port
Authority Police. We remember our fellow citizens who were passengers on four airliners.
We remember the workers in the World Trade Center, in the Pentagon and our men and
women in Operations Enduring Freedom and Taskforce Dagger in Afghanistan.

QOur faith is renewed by the young Spirit of Service recipients and by the representatives
of our American Legion youth champions. Patriotism is faith in—and love of—our country,
Throughout our history, American’s have expressed patriotism through music.

Here, this morning, are 24 soldiers who ave truly “All-Americans.” Their primary
mission is serving as soldiers of the United States Army’s 82" Airborne Division—the “All
Americans Division” at Fort Bragg. Their passion for music and deep patriotism is most
apparent when they perform as the All-American Chorus.

Times may have changed but "“This still is the Army, Mr. Jones.”’

{Chorus perform songs)
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PREVIOUSLY RECORDED DEP DIR PR HARRIS: Ladies and gentlemen — the 82"
Airborne Division’s All-American Chorus.

Remembrance — Faith — Patriotism. Values anchored in each and every member of The
American Legion and our nation. Values found in the Preamble to The American Legion
constitution ... words that we recite before every meeting. Values that we all feel deeply and
strive to pass on 10 others. Remembrance — Faith — Patriotism. More than mere words, they
are the very essence of our comradeship and the common bond we share with all wartime
veterans.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: I think history stands that we never question the courage
and bravery of Airborne. There should be no question of their talents now either.

Our next guest has been to many National Conventions and other meetings of The
American Legion. He is the Cabinet Secretary respensible for a multitude of veterans’
services. A graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, he commanded a river patrol unit in the
Mekong Delta during the Vietnam War. He’s a member of American Legion Post 17 in
Kodiak, Alaska. I ask to please rise and give a warm welcome the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, the Honorable Anthony Principi.

Address: Honorable Anthony J. Principi
Secretary of Department of Veterans Affairs

Thank you, Commander, for your kind introduction. And most importantly, thank you
for your great leadership over the past year. Your valued advice and counsel has helped me
guide VA and my Department and the veterans we are privileged to serve are better for it.

Thank you also for inviting me here today. It is always a special joy to be among my
fellows Legionnaires. Before I begin, let me just say a few words in tribute to my
distinguished predecessor, Jesse Brown, who passed away just a short time ago.

Jesse Brown was the veterans’ veteran. He was a leader of tremendous foresight and
vision, a tireless defender of the rights of veterans, and a man of enormous and moral
courage. Americans have lost a great leader and an outstanding comrade. I have lost a good
friend. God bless the soul of Jesse Brown.

Eighty-three years ago last March, a group of battle hardened Americans who fought
and won the war that they prayed would be the war to end all wars, gathered together for
God and country in Paris, France. The organization they formed changed their lives, the
lives of fellow veterans and the lives of generations of veterans and other Americans yet
unbom. Brave men who boldly marched behind ‘Old Glory” on the bloodstained battlefields
of France, associated themselves to uphold and defend the Constitution, whose revolutionary
principles they so ably represented.

They were proud men who defended freedom. Through a haze of poison gas, they took
a clear vow to consecrate and sanctify their comradeship through the new union they just
created. As strong men who survived hailstorms of bullets and bombs, they pledged to
safeguard all hazards to the principles of justice, freedom, and democracy and to transmit
them to posterity. Fellow Legionnaires, we are the heirs to the dedication and foresight of
history making patriots who at Paris in 1919, we and all Americans are the beneficiaries of
their extraordinary vision.

President Harry Truman once said, “The American Legion shall live forever in the
hearts of all those who love justice and of all those who seek the triumph of freedom and the
right.” For 83 years, those who look for the meaning of duty, honor and country have found
itin The American Legion, Thank you for turning America’s young people into respounsible
leaders, voters and parents, through your support of the Boy Scouts, Boy’s State, Boy’s
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Nation, American Legion Baseball, and the National High School Oratorical Contest. By
introducing students to the best traditions of our country, you ensure that when future
generations are called upon to defend freedom on far flung battlefields, America will never
be found wanting.

Thank you for you Service Officers Program which helps veterans cut through the red
tape and get the compénsation they richly deserve. Thank you for donating $8 million to
charity, $4 million to scholarships and more than 1.5 million hours of volunteer time to help
our conrades in VA hospitals, just in this past year alone. And thank you for donating nearly
100,000 pints of blood to support our troops as they fight to rid the world of terror and
terrorism and to heal our fellow citizens injured in the attack on our nation on September
1%

I have been fortunate to be able to accomplish many things over the course of my life,
but I am especially proud of three things. I am proud to be a citizen of the greatest country
in the world, I am proud to have earned the honored title of American Veteran and to have
served in combat, and | am very proud to be a Legionnaire. God bless The American Legion,
our leadership, our membership and all who support or benefit from our organization’s good
works.

This past May, | accompanied President Bush to Normandy to commemorate Memorial
Day in a place where so many Americans consecrated the soil with their lives. I had the
opportunity to stand on Omaha Beach where 58 years ago our nation’s best young men faced
the ultimate challenge, knowing full well their lives were expendable. The cliffs facing
Omaha Beach looked daunting to me, standing there on a calm spring morning in 2002. I
could only imagine what they must have looked like to 17, 18 or 19-year olds loaded down
with gear and taking heavy fire from and entrenched enerny. Our boys did not cut and run.
They did not shirk from their duties and they did not allow fear to overwhelm them. With
one objective in mind, they proceeded to take those cliffs. With one goal squarely before
therm, they faced their challenges and overcame them. The value of the freedom we enjoy
today, is measured in the price they paid that morning on June 6™,

The true metal of those who loved liberty more than Jife is tested in such moments. And
not ene American was founding wanting of courage, determination and sacrifice that day on
Omaha and Utah beaches. In World War II, as in each of America’s struggles, heroes in
uniform, ordinary Gls, emerged from among us to inspire America on to victory. They
remind us that the righteousness of our destiny over arches the anguish of our losses.

Itis my great privilege to lead the VA in the spirit of the men and women of our Armed
Forces who took on extraordinary challenges with no thoughts of giving into the hardships
and sacrifices they faced. The citizen soldiers who stood the lonely watches on freedom’s
ramparts, or who fook up the sword of liberty and selflessly placed themselves in harms
way, are today’s veterans. They are you and the 25,000,000 men and women who earned the
right to be honored and respected by VA’s doctors, nurses, and researchers, and our VA
benefits professionals, our National Cemetery Team, and our leadership in Washington.

If VA is going to properly redeem America’s debt to you and your comrades, we must
face the long challenges of providing the best care and services under very demanding
conditions. I don’t want to be too dramatic and attempt to equate the challenges facing VA
to the challenges facing American Rangers at Pointe Du Hoc, but there is a similarity
inasmuch as VA has a tough climb in front of us. And the climb is only the beginning. There
will be much more we will have to do once we have successfully achieve our initial goals.
We must first fix a sound base of operations, a rallying point for the next push. In June 1944,
it wasn’t enough to just fight the guns atop the Pointe Du Hoc, the entire beachhead had to
be secured before the final assault on Berlin could get underway.
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And so it is with our efforts in 2002, to achieve victory over disability claims backlogs
and the time it takes for VA to process claims. We must make a good beginning and sustain
our efforts to the long run. Admiral Dan Cooper, VA’s Secretary of benefits, has his team
working with intensity and focus to reduce the backlog. I am pleased to report that Dan has
created a base of operations that will sustain us through the rest of our mission.

As I look at reports from the front where we are advancing, I can tell you that we have
made serious forward progress in our compensation and pension workload. By virtually any
measure, the trends and rating decisions are all up. We are taking more and more ground
against the size of the claims backlogged and we are cutting down on the time it takes to
process claims as well. The inventory of pending related actions, decisions regarding the
origin or the severity of a disability claim is showing a marked decline and a continuing
downward trend. We began this year with a total number of pending ratings peaking at
432,000. By March of this year we had taken that number down to 400,000, and by August
1%, that number had falien to 370,000. These decreases in our backlog are occurring as we
receive an average of 60,000 new claims each and every month.

QOur claims processing times are also declining, moving in the right direction finally
with every passing day. From March to August 1, we reduced processing time from the peak
of 233 days to 224 days. A nine day improvement doesn’t sound like much. However, time
limits in claims processing is marked from the day the claim isreceived to the day a decision
is made. VA’s average processing time still reflects our priority on deciding our oldest
claims first, claims that have been languishing in VA regional offices for a year, 2 years,
3 years and longer. So the measure of nine days lag is true progress which is considerable.
Once we have cleared our backlog on cases we have had on hand for long periods of time,
we expect to show much more rapid improvement as we aim for my goal of no more than
100 days to process any claims for disability compensation, pension, death gratuity or
whatever.

Last year, as you know, I initiated a Tiger Team to focus on the claims of our aging
veterans in the afternoon of their lives, veterans over the age of 70, whose claims have been
languishing overa year. They, too, are making remarkable progress in this effort, and I thank
The American Legion National Service Officers in Cleveland and other locations around the
country for making this a possibility. My goal for the Tiger Teams was to work no fewer
than 1,300 claims of veterans over the age of 70 each and every month. I can tell you that
each and every month we have exceeded that goal. We will continue to do so every month
going forward.

I believe that Admiral Cooper and the wonderful dedicated people in our regional
offices are helping build the legacy of service. And I cannot stress enough how vital
improving trends are to VA’s health, and, most importantly, to our credibility among
veterans. Our legacy is far from secure. If we have taken the cliffs along some of the
coastlines, we are still making our way up others that keep us from proceeding to our final
goal.

I'want you to know that we stay the course with strong leadership, focus, discipline, and
accountability until we get this backlog under control. Benefits are only one of the fronts
upon which veterans look for VA to make progress.

The Veterans Health Administration is experiencing its own daunting ascent of some
very slippery cliffs of service. Along the healthcare front, we are facing an almost vertical
challenge of demand for care from veterans who are coming to the VA in record numbers,
numbers like we have never seen before. Perhaps we’re the victims of our own success. 1
think they are coming to us for many many reasons. Our system is now well-known, not
only for the quality of our care, but also for the care that produces our quality. We have
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worked hard to ensure that our system is designed with our patient’s needs and our patient’s
safety in mind. Open enrollment, the increase of the eligible population of veterans with
access to comprehensive care from VA, combined with relatively new 850 outpatient clinics
across the United States adds to the demand for VA medical care.

From 1994 to 2001, while the number of hospital beds. declined, we increased the
number of patients we treated from 3,000,000 to over 4,000,000 today. And the number of
outpatient visits also increased from 26,000,000 to over 43,000,000 outpatient visits today.
We cannot look at these number without also being extremely concerned about their effect
on their quality of our care and on our ability to exceed in our core mission; to care for
service-connected disabled veterans, low income veterans, and those who need specialized
services, like spinal cord injury, blind rehabilitation and mental health, and extended care.
Our prescription drug program, a premier model of pharmaceutical management,
experienced some explosion in popularity over the past 6 years from $750 million in
prescription costs to more than $4 billion foday.

Since 1996, the number of Category 7 veterans, veterans who have no service
connected disabilities and have slightly higher income has risen 500%. The number has
grown from 200,000 in 1996, to over 1,000,000 today. And Category 7 will comprise nearly
45% of our workload by the end of this decade. Without a dramatic increase in spending
authority by the Congress, or the ability to mange our workload, we will be left with arecipe
for failure. And let me give you a vivid example of what I mean.

I became so concerned about the backlog and what was happening to some of our
veterans that I charged one of my assistant secretaries to go out and make unannounced
visits to outpatient clinics, to get himself enrolled. Now this veteran is a 100% combat
disabled veteran of the Vietnam War, having fought at the battle of Nha Trang and then
taking a bullet in the spine during the Tet Offensive. He’s been in a wheelchair for over 32
years. Gordon enrolled himself into 8 outpatient clinics across this country. At six of those
clinics they turned him away. And one clinic they told him that he’d have to drive close to
100 miles to receive his care. And at one clinic, the clerk told him that all veterans are
created equal.

Ladies and gentlemen, this unacceptable. Service-connected disabled veterans are the
very reason VA exists. Our every action must focus on their needs of the service-connected.
And that is why ] am proposing a priority for scheduling treatment for veterans who are 50%
or more service-connected and for veterans who need care with their service-connected
disabilities. T don’t want to see veterans who are seeking appointments and other healthcare
services pinned to the side of a cliff and facing a field of fire of increasing demand from
below, and limited resources from above with no relief in sight. Veterans waiting weeks or
months or years for an appointment are not impressed by praises from the Institute of
Medicine for the quality of care or media accounts of improvement in service. If they can’t
get into see a doctor, the cliff of service they face appears to be unclimbable.

Although we are devoting a considerable amount of time to solving the problem of
explosive demand, we are also finding other methods to improve the care we provide. Two
years ago in Milwaukee, then Governor Bush spoke at the Legion’s 82" National
Convention. That day he promised Legionnaires that he would convene a veterans heaithcare
taskforce to focus on initiative to improve healthcare for America’s veterans. He kept that
promise under the able of leadership of Dr. Gail Wilensky and former Congressman John
Paul Hammerschmidt, and 1 am pleased to say that the President appointed our National
Adjutant, Bob Spanogle, to this very distinguished panel of healthcare experts.

They are looking for ways to enhance healthcare for veterans. They are considering a
broad array of optians including Medicare subvention which the Legion has embraced for
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many years, whether there should be a healthcare entitlement and, very importantly, to help
our partnership with the Department of Defense can be strengthened. I am convinced that
access to DVA and DoD healthcare can be enhanced and hundreds of millions of dollars
better utilized annually if VA and DoD can tear down the walls that separate our
Departments. We have worked very closely with members of the taskforce and I am looking
forward to receiving their report early next year.

I would like to-say a word about the VA’s budget. I know that some of you, perhaps
all.of you, are concerned that the President did not release $275 million in supplemental
funding for this fiscal year. Please let me briefly explain the circumstances of this decision.

Back in the early spring, the President requested a $142 million supplemental for VA
healthcare because of the long waiting time. Congress generously added $275million to that
appropriation. Unfortunately, the supplemental lay dormant on Capitol Hill for many, many
months and we were not able to bring on the physicians and nurses and expand our clinic
space until just a few weeks ago when the supplemental finally cleared Congress and went
to the President. The good news is that we received the $142 million but what happened to
the balance of $275 million? Congress tied that $275 million to a $5.1 billion supplemental
that the President had not requested, and told the President that he had to spend the entire
$5.1 billion or none of it would be made available.

Unfortunately, the $275 million was tied to the $5.1 billion and the President decided
not to add $5.1 billion to the deficit. But, fortunately, as I said, we did receive the $142
million and we’re making good use of it around the country. The President has asked for
$6.1 billion increase in VA funding for fiscal year 2003, an increase of more than 7% in
discretionary spending over last year’s funding level.

The VA’s challenges are not limited to our budget, healthcare, or benefits. Qur National
Cemetery Administration faces its own set of challenges as well. Maintaining our National
Cemeteries as national shrines, improving our properties, opening up five new national
cemeteries and preparing plans for the future of the system as more and more of our aging
veterans pass on. Our challenges we must surmount to provide final resting places for those
who have earned the dignity of being buried in a national cemetery.

VA and The American Legion share a belief in the sanctity of our veteran’s sacrifices.
Since 1919, The American Legion has never wavered in its personal or professional support
for the men and women who have borne the battle or who have stood the long and dangerous
watch. Fifty years ago today, on August 27%, 1952, a Senator from Iilinois spoke at the
Legion’s 34™ Annual Convention. His name was Adlai Stevenson and at the time he was a
candidate for the President of the United States. Senator Stevenson told that convention
things that are worth remembering today on the 50" anniversary of his memorable speech.
He said, “The central concern of The American Legion, the ideal which holds it together,
the vitality which animates it, is patriotism. Men and women who have offered their lives
to their country know that patrictism is not the fear of something, it is the love of something.
Patriotism with us is not the hatred of another country it is the love of this republic and of
the ideal of liberty of man and mind in which it was born, and to which this republic is
created.”

I say to you now that there is work to be done. But the difficulties and dangers that
beset our path at home and abroad are incalculable. Perhaps the goal of peace is not even for
us to see in our lifetime. But we are embarked on a great adventure. Let us proclaim our
faith in the future of man of good heart and good cheer. Faithful to ourselves and our
traditions, we can lift the cause of freedom, the cause of free men so high that no power on
earth can tear it down. Living, speaking like men, like Americans we can lead the way to our
rendezvous in a peaceful, happy world.
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Today, The American Legion is still faithful to the causes and traditions our founding
fathers set out for us. Together the VA and The American Legion have made certain that
those for whom our veterans risked their lives do not forget the cause of America’s veterans.
And through our love for our fellow veterans, we are giving those patriots the rewards for
their service they have eamed, hopes for cures, compassionate care, reason to hope and the
true devotion of a grateful nation.

Yes, my fellow Legionnaires, there is work to be done to ensure that our veterans
receive the benefits they are entitled to just as there has always been. That spirit is very
much alive with VA. I see it everyday at every VA facility that I visit, And it is the spirit that
will lead us to our ultimate success. VA is beginning to take the cliffs that face us, cliffs of
new demands for healthcare, of claims that must be scaled on behalf of our aging veterans
who don’t have any more time to wait and cliffs of limited resources that threaten to slow
our assault and every other front. I know The American Legion’s voice will be a loud one,
for the resources that our Department needs.

I stood on Omaha Beach, I saw the cliff that American soldiers gave their lives to
climb, and I know if they have the courage and the patriotism to face their mortality head
on with selfless sacrifice, we at VA can and must take our own cliffs and contribute to their
last full measure of devotion.

1 am honored to lead the way on behaif of the VA and our 223,000 employees. I thank
The American Legion for all of its support.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Earlier, our next guest assisted with the presentation of the
2002 Spirit of Service Awards. Now, it’s his turn to talk about those he commands, the men
and women of the U.S. Army Special Operations Command. He is a truly remarkable
individual who began a distinguished military career as a private in the Infantry back in
1967. His combat experience includes Operation Urgent Fury in Grenada, Operation Desert
Storm, and Vietnam. .

Ladies and gentleman, please welcome the Commanding General of the U.S. Army
Special Operations Command at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, Lt. General Doug Brown.

... At this time, the Convention delegation viewed a video.

Address: LTG Bryan D. Brown
Commanding General Headquarters
U.S. Army Special Operations Command

I command the U.S. Army Special Operations Command at Ft. Bragg, North Carolina.
The video you witnessed makes it clear that Army Special Operation soldiers just like you
American Legion folks. Thomas Jefferson once said, “Patriotism is not a short and frenzied
burst of emotion, but the long and steady dedication of a lifetime.” and I salute you for your
unwavering lifetime of dedication to this country.

¥'m honored to take part today in the Spirit of Service and American Legion Youth
Champion Awards Presentation. To win such an award from such an outstanding community
for outstanding community service and leadership froma prestigious organization from The
American Legion certainly gets my attention. Leadership is one of the keys in special
aperations and to our communities. As a matter of fact, when [ speak to my soldiers, I let
them know what we expect from the leaders. We expect them to lead. We expect them to
make things happen. They are team players with the right vision and attitude. Again, my
congratulations to all of our winners.

I"d like to take few minutes today to talk about people in our Command and what they
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are doing on the battlefield today, people that you and The American Legion support. I'll
take a few minutes to talk about what we’re doing on the battlefield in Afghanistan today.
1’1l share some of these war stories that have been widely reported in the press and tell you
what ground troops looks like over there. But what I won’t have time to talk about today are
the four or five thousand other folks that we have deployed everyday from Army Special
Operations Command around the world.

On 11 September, when the World Trade Center was attacked, Army SOC had soldiers
already on the ground in Southwest Asia area of operation. We had 13 Special Forces and
12 man A-teams. None were in Afghanistan but they were in the region. We were
performing a role we do often called America’s Global Scouts.

Within two days we had a deployment order. And within a week our first U.S. based
forces were deploying. As you remember, the bombing campaign became highly successful
immediately following the introduction of the Special Forces A-team on the ground, adding
precision to the fire power of our incredible fighters and bombers from the Air Force and the
Navy and our great Marine Corps.

1t turned the tide of battle and, quite frankly, caused the Taliban to fall much earlier
than we had planned. In fact, everyone was predicating that the fall and the take down of the
Taliban government would not take place until after a horrendous winter that would set in
and slow us down. Quite frankly, they were wrong. We understood from Day One that this
war was a struggle for survival, for us, for our children, for our very American way of life.
On a wall at Ft. Bragg there’s a small plaque that simply says, from Isaiah, “Then I heard
the voice of the Lord saying, ‘“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ Then I said,
‘Here am I! Send me.”” Just like our veterans from all our wars and our greatest generation
has stepped forward, now today’s generation of soldiers are doing the same thing.

1"d like to take a few minutes to tell you about this nation’s Special Operations Forces
who did step forward and say, “Here | am, send me.” Special Operations has been preparing
for this fight and our forces are the best trained in the world. They have been proving that
right since the start of Operation Enduring Freedom.

Let me talk for just 2 moment about an {Operational Detachment Alpha} ODA, a 12
man A-team. We call them now famous ODAS95. On 19 October, Captain Mark Nush
ODAS95, took off from an old Soviet airbase K-2, towards Samarkand, Uzbekistan. Put
yourself in his place. Twenty-nine year-old captain, 12 guys, going to meet a famous Afghan
warlord, twice his age, fighting for over 20 years in brutal terrain. This warlord has seen
enemies and allies come and go for over 20 years, bitterly cold night, absolutely zero
illumination, Nush and his ODAS595 loaded in the back of an amazing helicopter, the Army
Special Operations MH47E to depart into the night.

They penetrated the border with zero illumination. They used terrain following, terrain
avoidance to navigate and to give them ground clearances. They went through the
mountains. They flew through clouds. They flew through sand storms. They flew through
icing. Three times they went up and hit our great Air Force Special Operations Command
Tankers to take on gas in-flight, never going above 500 feet. They flew on night-vision
goggles, they used all of the special equipment to defeat the threat. Theylogged over 8 hours
in route, six of it on night vision goggles using TFTA [terrain following/terrain avoidance
radar] in zero visibility. They flew through valleys 16,500 feet. They were on supplemental
oxygen and they arrived on target, plus or minus 30 seconds. They unloaded 595 and then
repeated it in reverse.

ODAS395 were the first Americans on the ground. There’s no Battalion behind them,
no company on their flank, no division headquarters, no Command post. There were 12
highly trained and dedicated Americans that were out to prove that this was just as much our
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war as it belonged to any Afghan warlord. It was Americans that died in the World Trade
Center, the Pentagon, and in Pennsylvania. The warlords had been fighting for years, but
now it was our war, it was America’s war.

Over the next few days, Nush and his team would ride hundreds of kilometers on
horseback, using very small, very uncomfortable Afghani saddles. Stirrups weren’t
adjustable. Oftentimes the stirrups on their saddles were too small for our combat boots.
These are very flimsy saddles. As a matter of fact, our first resupply that you read about in
the press, where we flew these incredible C-130s at night, to parachute drop supplies to our
people, their very first request was for new saddles and for red wheat for their horses.

They would move equipment on mules. The truth is that in an Army Special Operations
Command we still send folks to mule skinner school and learn how to load mules just for
that purpose. They would advise and orchestrate an eventual attack of several thousand
horseback riders against Taliban armor like you saw in the film. They would walk and ride
through treacherous mountain passes.

Captain Nush divided his A-team to maximize the effects to bring in an abundance of
close air support that was waiting overhead. They were constantly under fire. They were in
a series of fire fights. Once caught in a rocket propelled grenade ambush almost overrun,
blown off their horses, he split his team. One team of three NCOs up on top of a mountain
on 7 November, about midnight Nush called them and said, “Tomorrow night we will fight
in the Teongi Pass. I need you there.” There were no horses, no all terrain vehicles, no
helicopters, no trucks. These three great Army Green Beret NCOs put their ruck sacks on
and began moving.

On the night of 8 November, at 2400 hours, they were there for the attack. They had
walked over 30 miles that night. On 9 November, that same team was back on horseback
moving again. They had snuck behind the enemy and woke them up the next moming at
6:00 a.m. with an Air Force bomb we call IDAM. This was a classic mix of guys who are
trained and comfortable in very low tech situation riding horses, being able to apply fire
power and satellite communication and use the high tech gear that we provide them.

It was tough duty when they got on the ground. Every person we put on the ground in
the initial days of the war lost 10% of his body weight. They took Mazar-i-Sharif, they
moved to Kunduz for a fight. Eventually the 5* Special Forces Group elements were at Qala
Panja, where the bravest men I know went after intelligent agent Mickey Spann. Last week
CNN ran a tremendous special about the battle. As you remember on the afternoon of the
25" of November, 2 Qala Panja Prison was being used as a detention facility for more than
600 al-Qaeda and Taliban POWs. As you remember the two intelligence officers were
trapped and required immediate rescue.

Upon arrival at the prison, Major Mark Mitchell, acting as the ground force
commander, strategically deployed his five man team within the facility walls, all of the time
while receiving small arms fire. Throughout the day, Mitchell and his team exchanged fire.
They hunted courageously for the two Intel officers. The prisoners are now large in number.
They greatly outnumbered Mark Mitchell and his guys. And by now the prisoners were very
well-armed. Finally Mark and the guys climbed a wall to get to a vantage point and hatched
a plan that would allow a bomb to be dropped on the armed Taliban. In the confusion, they
would maneuver to try and go in and get Mike Spann.

Unfortunately, when calling for close air support and their bomb landed on their
position, and they had mass casualties. They immediately began treating and evacuating
wounded American allies and Afghanies but continued the mission. After four days of
intense fighting, the Americans and the allies had held the prisoners in the prison, retaking
control of the prison. It was then that they went in and got the body of Mike Spann that was
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located and brought out of the fortress.

As you remember, of course, it was also that location where they found the now
infamous John Walker Lynd. I’ve walked those grounds. I've been in that prison and
someday somebody needs to write a book about this incredible battle and this incredible
story. Major Mark Mitchell was the Ground Commander, and today he’s here in Charlotte,
North Carolina. It is my honor to introduce a real American hero, Major Mark Mitchell.

Major Mark Mitchell
Special Operations Ground Commander

LTG BROWN: On March 4%, rwo MH-47s Special Operations Chinooks, chugged
through the frigid air. These Special Operations helicopters have been described in the press
as double headed flying beasts like something out of a Tolkien novel. They were headed for
the now famous Robert’s Ridge. As you have read in the predawn hours soft troops were on
their way from Baghlan, north of Kabul to the Takur Ghar Mountains on a reconnaissance
mission. This began a chain of events that will lead to one of the most intense battles of the
war against terrorism since 11 September. They reached the battlefield which was spread
over horrendous terrain, altitudes of 8,000 to 12,000 feet, freezing temperatures that dipped
at night down to 15°.

Atthe predawn hours at 10,000 ft, on snow covered mountaintops they had come under
heavy small arms fire and rocket propelled grenades and automatic weapons. In that same
aircraft, the hydraulic line was cut. The pilots had to find a place to set it down. The crew
flew through darkness with no electricity to power the instruments. They physically used a
flashlight on the emergency panel to fly through the mountains at night. The crew chief in
the back, whose great enlisted folks in the back, opened a case of hydraulic fluid and
continued to pour it in the reservoir because the hydraulic lines had been cut.

Unfortunately, when the damaged Chinook landed, one man was missing, Navy Seal
Neil Roberts. About 0500 another helicopter with five Seals and Air Force Tech Sergeant
John Chapman approached that same mountain, taking enemy fire as it sliced through the
belicopter. They were on a rescue mission for their teammate. The team quickly began
taking fire. Chapman was killed, two Seals were wounded.

Meanwhile, a Ranger quick reaction force, the same Rangers that climbed Pointe Du
Hoe, a Quick Reaction Force loaded two 47-E Chanook helicopters and headed for Takur
Ghar the mountain. The first helicopter approached the mountaintop. Once again enemy fire,
which included RPGs, exploded in the aircraft. Sergeant Phil Svitak opened fire with his
pistol and was immediately killed. The chopper dropped 10 feet and settled in the snowy
slopes. Both pilots were seriously wounded.

Seriously wounded, Chuck Gantz, the pilot in command, was shot badly through his
left leg. But a quick story about Chuck Gantz. That night when that aircraft crashed he
popped the left door in the front of that aircraft and jumped out. His first words to the
Rangers in the back were not, “Hey, I’m wounded and I need help!” His first words as he
drew his weapon were, “I have security on the left side.”

As the troops clamored out of the wrecked 47, they were immediately ambushed. The
first two Rangers died. A third young Sergeant Ranger hit the ground and immediately killed
the attacker. For 14 hours they defended their comrades” bodies and waited through the
darkness to be rescued, never not under fire.

The second MH-47 landed 2,000 feet below the hilltop with the remainder of the Quick
Reaction Force. They moved up the mountain, a 45° to 70° slope, through three feet of
snow, weighted down with weapons and body armor equipment, struggling against mortar
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fire, sniper fire, thin mountain atmosphere, all during a two hour climb. Once there, the
Quick Reaction Force attempted to move the casualties, but more enemy fire. A PJ, a
parajumper, from our great Air Force Special Operations Command, Senior Airman
Cunningham, took a round while caring for his comrades, but he continued to work.

After dark, a tremendous rescue was launched. It was almost a flawless operation. The
choppers that came in also carried out the 1 1 wounded and the bodies of seven Americans,
Roberts, Navy Seal, six of his rescuers, four Army Rangers and two Air Force PJs, combat
controllers, including Senior Airman Cunningham. All joint comrades.

CWS Don Tabron, the Special Operations Pilot we call a Night Stalker, was the Air
Mission Commander, and he was in charge of that flighted aircraft. He was on aircraft
number 475 that was shot down the morning of 4 March. He was wounded and received a
Purple Heart for his heroic efforts during the mission. These incredible handpicked Special
Operations pilots are not mere men. Their incredible bravery saved many lives on this
battlefield and many other battlefields. Their flight skills in this incredible environment are
unmatched. Mr. Tabron has 5,800 total flying hours, of which over 1,200 are on night vision
goggles. He’s also here today. It’s my honor to introduce another American hero, CW5 Don
Tabron.

Chief Warrant Officer Don Tabron
Operations Pilot, Air Mission Commander

LTG BROWN: I'd like to share a letter I received from a woman in Oklahoma recently,
a letter I carry with me and share with many of the associates and my family in regards to
CWO Stanley Herriman.

Dear Sir, I wanted to write you and let know how deeply saddened I am to
hear that there has been more casualties in this war in Afghanistan. I read on
ABCNews.com regarding a soldier I believe to be under your command, Chief
Warrent Officer Staniey Herriman , 13 years of service at Ft. Bragg and all that
time fo defend my right to live free, to defend a proud nation, and to be a quiet
professional. I wanted to extend my thanks to his family, his wife and his father
Buzz Herriman for the great sacrifice they and CWO Harriman have made.

Please convey my thanks and my pride. Please tell all your troops and

personnel their work and dedication means the world to me and to all of America.

Tell them also there’s a young woman in Oklahoma that will never forget, not for

a single instant, that ] am able to sleep safe in my bed because brave men stand

on the wall. They look across at the enemy and say, “Not tonight, not on my

watch!” Tell them that and thank them.

With Sincere Pride,

Anita Breland

In the spirit of remembrance, faith, and patriotism, as we remember our fallen comrades
from wars since past, and this War on Terrorism, and those we’ve lost from the terrorists
attacks on 11 September, I want to acknowledge the fact that The American Legion has and
always be the major supporter, always on point for the Armed Forces of this nation. The
American Legion truly represents Americanism by demonstrating complete dedication to
pursuit of life, liberty, and happiness. I can still remember my grandfather, proudly wearing
his little blue pin with a gold star to signify, as I am, that he was a member of the Legion.

The numbers form the attacks at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon are
staggering. More than 3,000 people died in those attacks. They came from 80 different
nations, and many different races and religions. Approximately 2,000 children lost a parent
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or both parents in the World Trade Center. One hundred and eighty four people died, 146
children lost a parent in the Pentagon attacks. Three hundred and forty three firefighters and
paramedics and 60 police officers perished at the World Trade Center. These great New
York City firefighters and police officers were truly the first soldiers to die in the War on
Terrorism. And we in the military don’t forget that.

The U.S. responded to the September 11 attacks with commitment and action to root
out and punish terrerist and those who harbor, facilitate, and finance them. Your current
Armed Forces generation will always remember to keep the faith, which in turn keeps us
strong. And we will remember to hold fast to our unfaltering patriotismand love of country.

The American Legion has so many super programs that aid our military, our youth, our
nation. The American flag is near and dear to all of us. And The American Legion had done
a fantastic job of working to return to the people their right to protect the American flag
from acts of physical desecration.

As Charles Province so well penned, it is the soldier, not the reporter who has given us
freedom of the press. It is the soldier not the poet who has given us freedom of the speech.
It is the soldier not the campus organizer who has given us freedom to demonstrate. It isthe
soldier not the lawyer who has given us the right to a fair trial. It is the soldier who salutes
the flag, who serves under the flag, whose coffin is draped by the flag who allowed that
person to burn that flag. It is the soldier.

The soldier, a true symbol of remembrance, faith, and patriotism. There is one more
young hero who was in Afghanistan battlefields. And I'd like to introduce him. This young
Captain currently serves in the 5% Special Forces Group Airborne at Ft. Campbell,
Kentucky. And quite frankly I brought him in from Ft. Bragg where he is doing some very,
very high speed training down there. This young Captain was on an operational detachment
in A-team 556, and Operation Enduring Freedom. He was on the ground as part of the
operation working as part of the joint Special Operations Taskforce. ODAS56 infiltrated into
Afghanistan in January, into Kandahar, in support of a commanding control element, code
name Rambo. Their mission was to maintain ties with Governor Kharzi and work closely
with General Kahn Mohammed in the 2™ Afghan Corps. The team is also responsible for
the Spin Baldak and Lashkar Gah and work closely with the governors in these areas.

ODAS56 continued ground troop support for the North Commander Task Force Dagger
and completed all kinds of missions. They did unconventional war missions, sensitive sight
exploitation of the caves at Mullah Omar’s compound. They did coordinate searches area
assessments, and the destruction of over 80 tons of enemy ordinance. ODAS56 redeployed
the Taskforce Dagger and returned to Ft. Campbel! in March of 2002,

This young Captain that led his A-team in combat is from the U.S. Army Special
Operations Command and is the son of your National Adjutant, Mr. Robert Spanogle. Ladies
and gentlemen, Captain John Spanogle.

Today, we will award him a well deserved Bronze Star for exceptionally meritorious
service during Operation Enduring Freedom and, quite frankly, I can’t think of a better place
to be awarded than in front of your friends, your parents, and The American Legion. Please
publish the order.

Presentation: Major Catherine Kulp

Attention to orders. This is to certify that the President of the United States
of America, authorized by Executive Order, 24 August 1962, has awarded the
Bronze Star Medal to Captain John P. Spanogle, Taskforce Dagger, for
exceptionally meritorious achievement while serving as Ground Operations Chief
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for the Commander Joint Special Operations Taskforce North and with a Quick

Reaction Force during the conduct of combat operations in Kandahar,

Afghanistan.

Captain Spanogle led his detachment through the conduct of
unconventional warfare with 8,000 Afghan forces. His feariess leadership of
operations of strategic significance directly contributed to the establishment of a
secure and stable environment in Kandahar. Captain Spanogle’s incisive Special
Forces skills as well as a his astute understanding of miilitary political dynamics
of the incredibly complex environment he operated in, reflect great credit upon
him, his Special Forces Group Airborne, and the U.S. Army.

From 22 November, 2001 to March 2002, given under my hand in the city
of Washington, the 28 day of June, 2002 signed Thomas E. White, Secretary of
the Army.

LTG BROWN: In closing, let me share one quick story with you. In the earliest days
of the conflict in Afghanistan, only a few weeks after the first U.S. Special Forces had been
inserted in the country, a radio message was relayed to the Army Operations Center in the
Pentagon. It came from a young Special Forces Captain just like the one you’ve just seen,
who had linked up with a groups of soldiers from the Northern Alliance. The message stated,
“We have not slept in four days. We have not eaten in two days. Our water is running low.
We have only 10 rounds of ammunition per man. Tonight we attack.”

Army Special Operations Forces stand ready and prepared to defend this nation
anytime, anyplace. The message sent to the Taliban and al-Qaeda is: “You hit us and we’re
coming.” We can all take comifort in the knowledge that Americans just like you are on
guard tonight, soldiers, sailors, airman, Marines, and coast guardsmen, like the Minutemen
who dropped their pitchforks and took up the rifles to defend this nation in 1776. Each of
you step forward to defend America against new threats of the new century. And now a new
generation will do the same. You can count on it.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: “The American Legion Certificate of Merit is awarded to
Lieutenant General Doug Brown, Commanding General U.S. Army Special Operations
Command, for your outstanding leadership and the command of the Army’s Special
Operations soldiers who are performing with distinction and valor in the Operation Enduring
Freedom, in the global War on Terrorism. Presented on this 27™ day of August, 2002, at The
American Legion’s 84" National Convention, in Charlotte, North Carolina.”

General Brown, congratulations and thank you for your service to our country and to
our fellow veterans.

LTG BROWN: Thank you very much. This is very special and it’s very special to be
here with you today. I appreciate the opportunity. These are great young folks that I had the
opportunity to command. We’re very very proud of them.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The reading of the order was done by Major Catherine
Kulp, a Legionnaire from Piftsburgh, Pennsylvania.

MAJOR KULP: Hello, Pennsylvania. I didn’t forget Kansas, either. It’s been an honor
to work with Mr. Spanogle and all of his staff and all of his team. It was a pleasure and a
great time for me to meet all of you that I’ve met throughout the past few day. I appreciate
you having us here. It’s always an honor to work for General Brown and I'm just so
honored.

Welcome

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Another guest with us is a man who has certainly set an
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example for others when he stepped away from the public office until his children had
finished high school. Today, his two. sons have graduated from Yale, and he is a U.S.
Congressman from North Carolina’s 12" District, serving on the Financial Services and the
Judiciary Committees. Please welcome to our Convention the honorable Melvin Watt.

Address: Melvin Watt
U.S. House of Representatives

You're about to hear from a series of speakers whose purpose it will be to make sure
you are welcomed and that you know that you are welcomed in this state, in this region, and
in this eity. 1t’s my honor to be at the top of that list because I represent the 12%
Congressional District of North Carolina. This Convention Center and most the activities
in which you will engaged will be conducted in the 12* Congressional District of North
Carolina. But do not be fooled by that. The thing that you should note is that you will be
welcomed by federal, state, and local officials. They will be Democrats, Republicans, and
the whole purpose is to let you know how much we are honored to have The American
Legion conduct its 84® Convention here in our area. )

P'm henored to bring greetings on behalf of the 600,000 or so residents of the 12%
Congressional District. We hope you have a tremendous Convention and time here, both the
time you have already spent the remainder of your stay in this area. And we honor your
service, your commitment, and your response whenever you have been called and when you
will be called in the future.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Another member of the U.S. House of Representatives is
next on the agenda. His record in Congress reflects the strong values and beliefs of the
citizens of his district. That is why he is among those who voted to protect the flag of our
nation from desecration. He is a member of the Armed Services Connmittee and the House
Committee on Resources. I present to you the Honorable Walter Jones.

Address: Walter Jones, Jr.
U.S. House of Representatives

It is an honor and a privilege to be with you today, because, in my opinion, you are the
true heroes of this country. And I say thank you so very much. Let me also add to General
Brown’s comments about the soldier’s poem, because to me the freedom of this country is
what is so absolutely critical to the future of America. And those of you who have served
this nation to fight for this freedom, God bless you and certainly those who are fighting for
our freedom today, God bless them and be with them for today and the years ahead.

I ' want to also compliment The American Legion because I am one who each and every
year that I’ve had the pleasure to serve in the U.S. Congress and the privilege to serve have
joined you in the fight to protect the flag. And I want out say thank you. You must continue
to carry that fight forward along with the other issues that are so important to you and to this
great nation of ours.

Let me take just a moment to talk about Concurrent Receipts. I am one, along with
many of my colleagues who are here today, who have joined in that fight because it is a fight
about fairness and justice. Our men and women in uniform who have served deserve justice.
This year I have the pleasure to serve on the Conference Committee. I will be on the
Conference Committee and when this issue comes up I will join my friends in both the
House and the Senate who feel as I do that this is an unjust law that needs to be eliminated.
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You deserve what was promised you when you went inito the miilitary to serve this nation.
The way I look at it, promises made to you should be promises kept and those of us in
Washington will work together to make sure those promises are kept to you.

As you probably know, on July 31%, about 225 members of Congress, some of those
who are here with us today, joined in a letter to President Bush and asked him to join us in
that fight dealing with the Concurrent Receipt and the injustice that it brings about to our
men and women who have served this nation.

I have had the privilege to represent the 3™ Congressional District of North Carolina,
the home of Camp Lejuene, Cherry Point Marine Airstation, Seymour Johnson Air Force
Base. We have over 61,000 retired military and veterans combined. 1 realize, as my
colleagues here today realize, that you have given so much to this country and that words
like ‘thank you’ and ‘we appreciate you® seem so inadequate. The way we can really thank
you for your service of this nation is to make sure that we show you indeed, not just in
words, and we will continue to fight on those issues that are important to you and to the next
generation of our veterans and retired military.

I close today by the way I’ve closed every day since September 11%, Bear with me for
just one minute please. The close is this: I ask God to please bless our men and women in
uniform. I ask God to please bless their families. I ask God to please bless you. And I ask
God to please bless your families. I ask God to please bless the President of the United
States and I ask God to please bless those of us in the House and the Senate who have some
very difficult decisions to make for this country and for the next generation.

I close by saying God please, God please, God please continue to bless America.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Earlier this moming we recognized our 2002 Spirit of
Service recipients. Our next guest also remembers how he started with community
involvement and public service. Today he is a member of the U.S. House of Representatives
where he serves on the Committees on Agriculture, Transportation and Infrastructure and
he is the Vice Chairman of the Armed Services Committee’s Subcommittee on Military
Installations.

A co-sponsor of the flag protection amendment, please welcome from North Carolina’s
8th District the Honorable Robin Hayes.

Address: Robin Hayes
U.S. House of Representatives

The old adage that they save the best for last is not true! Weren’t General Brown and
our great men and women in uniform fantastic? Thank you for the privilege of addressing
you and expressing my thanks and welcome today.

American citizen soldiers know the difference between good and evil. They are not
willing to live in a world where evil prevails. So they fight and they win. Because of what
you have done, because of what those who have gone before and those who have come after
have done, we live in the greatest and freest country the world has ever known. ‘

As President Bush so aptly said, “We are liberators, not conquerors.” Today, 1 invite
you to join me around noon in Room 210A & B, to discuss issues of veterans and whatever
else you might have on your mind. I look forward to staying. I am honored that North
Carolina can be the host for your Convention. I know you’ll have a good time and
encourage you to come back early and often.

1 also appreciate the chance to speak today and call attention to the ladies. The
Auxiliary has played such a wonderful part in making this a successful event today.
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Three issues I will address. First and foremeost, I would like to discuss the issue of
national pride and patriotism which Cengressman Jones has brought to our attention once
again. Our flag, the Pledge of Allegiance to ‘Old Glory’, America is the land of the free and
the home of the brave. But the liberty that we enjoy did not come without a price. Our
Nation’s veterans, active duty, and Reserves draw their strength not from America’s great
material wealth, but rather you all are moved by the belief that there are causes much bigger
than ourselves.

You know that there are some things worth dying for, a conviction rooted in principle,
as represented by our flag. Patriots like yourselves who have fought for freedom, know in
your heart that the cause was just and that making the ultimate sacrifice for freedom, liberty
and justice was worth the risk. Many Americans have made the ultimate sacrifice so that we
may live in peace and freedom. One of the first and foremost ways that we can honor our
fallen heroes is to protect the American flag. The brave men and women who died fighting
for freedom deserve to be honored by the flying of the Stars and Stripes. Our flag represents
the freedoms we enjoy, the spirit of democracy and the sacrifices of all those who have
worked to make this nation what it is today.

Who could ever forget the image of the American flag being raised amid the rubble and
chaos in New York by the firemen following the terrorist attacks, on September 1197 [ know
the flag deserves the honor of federal protection. I’'m honored to support the measure that
protects the great symbol of the United States of America. This important piece of
legislation passed the House. We need on this side and in the middle. We’ve to get it through
the Senate. I need your help and so does everyone sitting here.

The American flag and the principles for which it flies are deserving of honor and
protection. I'm also disturbed by the recent ruling of the courts in California declaring the
Pledge of Allegiance unconstitutional. The United States was founded on the principle of
freedom of religion. The first amendment to the Constitution prohibits the establishment of
a religion. It does not prevent the free exercise. Reciting the Pledge does not establish a
religion. In fact, the Pledge is based on love, respect, devotion for our country, and the
principles of freedom.

Our flag represents the freedom that we enjoy, the spirit of democracy, and the
sacrifices of those who have worked to make this nation what it is today. Honoring and
protecting our flag are ways in which we can and should pay tribute to our nation and those
who have sacrificed so much.

Second, I would like to discuss another issue, Concurrent Receipt. As you know this
is the first year Congress has not only supported the policy of fully offsetting disability and
retired military pay, we’ve gone on record to fund it. Many of my colleagues and I have
worked tirelessly to fully eliminate the penalty between retired and disability pay for the
military, including signing numerous letters and working with Congressional leadership, co-
sponsoring legislation, sa on and so forth.

The House Armed Services Comumittee took the first step to remove the inequality in
the National Defense Authorization Act of 2003, making it the first time that Congress has
allocated funding for Concurrent Receipt. While there is still much to be done, T am proud
of the progress we have made, and solicit to further and continued help on this important
issue. Even though there’s some uncertainty about where this will end up, let me be perfectly
clear. I fully support this effort of equity of military and retired pay regardless of the
opposition.

Last, but not least, as a member of the House Armed Services Committee, I wouid like
to take a brief moment to speak about our National Defense. After almost a decade of
neglect we are beginning to take steps to rebuild and transform our military. As our brave
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young men and women prosecute the War on Tetrorism, now more than ever, it is important
that we send a message loud that we believe in a strong; robust and well-funded military to
protect the freedom and liberty that we enjoy.

I’m happy to report that we are on track to pass the largest real increase in defense
spending since 1966. This signals unwavering support to the men and women whe currently
prosecute the War on Terrorism. It sends a message loud and clear to our adversaries that
we will not tolerate any impositions on our liberty and our way-of life. I believe we must
consistently focus on supporting the needs of military personnel, not only making sure they
have weapons to do their jobs, but also adequate support structures, housing, resources for
themselves and their families, our retirees and our veterans.

George Washington said, “The willingness with which our young people are likely to
serve in any war, no matter how justified, shall be directly proportionable to how they
perceive the veterans of earlier wars were treated and appreciated by this nation.” He said
it well and it is well that we remember early and often that quote.

When the terrorists attacked on September I 1®, all America suddenly found themselves
on the front lines of combat. But our veterans and active duty personnel were on the front
lines long before that attack. Those who have served the nation are the heroes who helped
preserve American heritage. Their life experience is evidence that freedom comes at a price.
These men and women made great sacrifices and services to our country. We as Americans
must honor our commitment to these individuals and work to ensure that their needs are met.

Samuel Adams, prior to the Revolutionary War, said the following staternent to those
who lacked the courage and commitment that you so strongly have, “If you love wealth
greater than liberty, the tranquility of servitude greater than the animating contest for
freedom, go home from us in peace. We seek not your counsel, nor your arms. Crouch down
and lick the hand that feeds you. May your chains set lightly upon you; and may posterity
forget that ye were our countrymen.” My friends, I say to you because of your service, your
commitment, and your contribution, we and this country shall lick no hands.

God bless you, your families, and protect you and our men and women in service and
give wisdom to our leadership.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Next to welcome us to her state is 2 woman who has a
reputation as an advocate for streamlined and more efficient federal government. She is a
member of the House Rules Committee and a former Mayor of Charlotte. She is credited
with bringing infrastructure improvements into the city, as well as landing the National
Football League, North Carolina Panthers to the city. Welcome the Honorable Sue Myrick.

Address: Sue Myrick
U.S. House of Representatives

We really are honored that your are here and it’s a joy to have you in Charlotte, and to
see this many of you in one place does everybody’s heart good. Thank you. Because if, of
you who are here today, hadn’t done what you did, to preserve our freedoms, we wouldn’t
be standing where we are today and representing you in Congress. We wouldn’t have the
freedoms in America we have. I think we often time forget that. That’s one of the things that
go by the wayside and we don’t always say thank you to you. But believe me, we mean it.

My concern, very frankly, and it has been for a long time, is what’s going to happen
when those of us who are here today and others like us are no longer around. A lot of our
young people today don’t even know what a veteran is. This was really made apparent to my
husband and me a few years ago. He called over to our daughter’s house one day and one
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of our granddaughters answered the phone. It was a normal school day. He said, “What are
you doing home?” she said, “I don’t know. It’s a holiday of some kind and we’re out of
school.” He said, “ A holiday of some kind? What holiday is it?” And she said, “I think it’s
veterinarian’s day.” He said, “You get your sisters together, I'm coming right over, we’re
going to lunch, and you’re going to learn what a veteran is.” And so it really has been a
concern as to what’s going to happen.

I can’t resist this opportunity to tell you about something we’re doing in our District.
For those of you from other states, I hope you’ll take it back and do the same thing. We're
starting a program called CHAMPS. It stands for: Children Honoring America’s Military
Patriots. What we’re deing is matching veterans from all of the wars, who are still around
in our District, from World War II up to the Persian Guif War, and any of the others who
want to participate from more recent conflicts. We’re matching them with schools in their
Districts. We’ve gotter schools to agree to allow them to come in and talk to the kids about
what a veteran is, what our freedoms are about, what are flag stands for. Very basic things
that you and I know and take for granted. But they [the students] really don’t have a clue or
think about it. So far we’ve got 40 schools online. And I encourage you who are from North
Carolina to participate.

I've got a couple of staff members who are in the far back, and if you're willing to help,
please come and sign up. We’d love to have you in the 9 District to help. For those of you
in other areas, go back and see if your Congress people would be willing to do the same
thing. We need to make sure that our children don’t forget why they have the freedom they
do and why our country is what it is today and where it is today.

You've already heard from the others that you're a high priority with us. We want to
do what we can to help. You need to continue to let us know, and you’re good about that,
I appreciate it, what you need. But I can tell you that we will do what we can to be sure, as
Walter says, you get what you promise and you’ve been promised, and also what your needs
are going forward because you’re an important part of our history and our country.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Each year The American Legion selects a city to host its
National Convention. It is a big challenge and an opportunity for the host city. Our next
guest this morning has a deep understanding and love for this city. He was elected by a vote
of the City Council members as the Mayor Pro Tempore. We are proud to be in this city and
to welcome this community leader, Mayor Pro Tempore Patrick Cannon.

Address: Patrick Cannon
Mayor Pro Tempore of Charlotte, North Carolina

I am Mayor Pro Tempore, or Deputy Mayor, Patrick Cannon of the city of Charlotte.
Lknow I don’t look as such, I promise you I didn’t just graduate yesterday from high school.
This is actually my fifth consecutive term serving on the Charlotte City Council and we are
indeed happy to have you here this day for your Convention. It is something that we’ve been
waiting to have here in the city of Charlotte for a very long time, in terms of awaiting you.
We are proud to have you here this day.

One of the most precious gifts in life is that gift of unselfish living. It is that gift in
which you all who are gathered here today, the Commanders, the Officers, the membership
of The American Legion, and your spouses. You are the example of that unselfish living.
That's what we need throughout all of this country. Representative Sue Myrick who spoke
just prior to me, talked about children and their level of involvement. [ will tell you that it
so impertant that we do send a resounding ringing in their ears of how important it is to be
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one involved in the political process of voting. But more important, to be a part of
understanding of the process is being involved in the ideas of our military, all those things
that make our country what it is today, a strong country. And that country would not be
strong if it were not for people like yourselves stepping up in our past, doing what you're
currently doing in our present, and making a way for us in our future.

As you talk about unselfish living, one of those things you continue to give of yourself,
is commitment. You continue to give your love, and you continue to give your service to this
country. On behalf of Mayor Patrick McCrory, as well as 10 members of the Charlotte City
Council, I bring vou greetings and say welcome to our lovely city. We hope that you will
take advantage of all it has to offer. If not, we will hear about it I’'m sure. In the past, we’ve
not had any complaints and had great things from people like yourselves to suggest that you
want to come back soon. I certainly want to have you back. We as a city want to have you
back and so our six hundred thousand people say again, welcome to the city of Charlotte.
Enjoy your stay.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Our next two speakers will bring with them an important
message, a little nostalgia for all and information on a very important project.

In May, the National Executive Committee passed a resolution to support a special
tribute to a man who touched many of our lives ~that man being Bob Hope. If we didn’t get
to experience a Bob Hope USO show in person, we remember the television specials and
more that helped build morale and public appreciation of those in uniform.

A special memorial tribute is being constructed in San Diego, California, to honor this
great American. He received The American Legion Distinguished Service Medal in 1946.
He was honored by The American Legion family when the National Convention was held
in Phoenix, Arizona. For those of us there, it is hard to forget the surprise we pulled on Bob
with thousands of us singing “Thanks for the Memories” to him.

With us this moring is a woman who made several trips with Bob Hope to entertain
troops. She is a television and movie star in her own right and a great singer. She was
recently honored with the highest award that the Armed Forces can give to a civilian, the
Dedicated Service Award. With details on the special tribute to Bob Hope and how members
of The American Legion family can choose to help, please welcome Miss Connie Stevens.

Address: “Military Tribute to Bob Hope”
Connie Stevens

I am delighted and honored to be among you. It is no secret that in my lifetime that
veterans have always been my favorite people in America. I know you well, I think, having
seven or eight uncles and cousins who served. My father served in the Second World War,
my older brother was in Korea, and my baby brother was in Vietnam. So I think [ know you
well. I knew that it was going to take veterans to come aboard on this magnificent project
so that I am delighted and honored to be a part of.

If you go to the Convention Hall, you will see what the actual Memorial to Bob Hope
is going to look like. It is beautiful and it is in San Diego. The land has been given to build
this incredible amount of statues. You can all be a part of it. I want give you some details
about it.

As you know, four veterans, your own Legionnaires, are spearheading an effort to
honor Bob Hope with this tribute. It’s for all of the things that he has done for America’s
men and women in uniform over 50 years. I don’t know why in a lifetime it hasn’t been
done before. I knew it would take veterans to do this.
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This tribute will be built at the tip of the old fleet land in San Diego where all of our
ships go by. As a matter of fact, I was just down there with General Jones as I saw off 5,000
more of our glorious young warriors to Afghanistan. By the way, I do want you all to know
how I am just in awe of our military today. | have seen many decades of them and to see
them so brave and so exemplary still, from four or five decades just amazes me. The things
that they do to safeguard our country. I wanted to offer my congratulations to them as we
greet them today.

Four veterans started this nonprofit corporation not too long ago called Taffy 3. This
is specially qualified with the IRS to make contributions that are tax deductible. That’s
always good. Although I know veterans, they’d give it anyway. Words are inadequate to
describe this breathtaking tribute. You are just going to be amazed. Taffy 3 has set up a
group, as I said, inside. You will be as moved as [ am when you see the architecture, the
great plans that are going to be done for it. It's going to take place May 29™ of next year
which is Bob Hope’s hundredth birthday. Wouldn’t that be the most perfect tribute to him?
1 think so.

1 was privileged to be an entertainer with Bob Hope and will tell you just a little bit
from my heart about that. How so many times I observed and joked with a group of vets
before telling them that T was the one who he’d call up on a Saturday night and say, “I'm
going to go entertain at this hospital or this base,” and I'd say, “I’ve got a hot date. I can’t
go again,” [ would be the one who he’d talk into and say you got to go. And what has
happened by observing Bob, is that it made me a better American, it made me a better
mother. 1t has given me much more conscience about who I vote for and why. Certainly I
want to thank each and everyone of you for service to our country on behalf of my entire
family.

His compassion for our troops was just wondrous to behold. Y ou can just imagine I was
in places that some of you know and some you may not have every gotten there. Aviano Air
Force Base in Italy, Germany, Diego Garcia, very, very special places. Incirlik, Turkey, the
craziest place. I’ve also been in the jungles of Vietnam. I have also served my country by
going to different hospitals for veterans over the years. July 4" is always a special day in my
home. Valentines Day is certainly special in Los Angeles where [ visit our vets a lot of
times. What I observed is that he really loved what he was doing and they loved him back.
Throughout these decades of years that I have been an entertainer, | have been all over the
world and everybody has a Bob Hope story. I say this in all honesty, there isn’t a lawyer,
CEO of a large corporation, a baggage handler, a travel agent, a pharmacist, anyone who
doesn’t come over to me not only to thank me, but give me their own Bob Hope story.

That’s exactly why I decided to join all of you today and speak about this project that
1 think is so worthwhile. And that is that we hope to get all of our great veterans across our
great land, everyone who ever saw a Bob Hope show, everybody who saw a special to
donate $1 across the world to build this great memorial for his 100" birthday. We don’t have
much time, you know. You all know May 29* is going to come around before we even know
it. Before we leave you today, I'd certainly hope that you all can dig deep and say to
yourselves I'm going to tell my District about it and sure, I can afford $1 to see that this gets
done for this great American.

Sorme of the things that happened with Bob Hope and myself were history making. 1
was with Neil Armstrong when we were in Vietnam. Many times Neil and I would go into
the jungles at night in a small Cobra strafing so that we could visit young boys who could
not come to the show. I was privileged to have held young dying men’s hands in Vietnam.
It certainly made a full-fledged woman out of me because I went as a little sort of flighty
young female entertainer and [ came back full fledged American. I knew what they were
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fighting for and how deeply they loved their country. It gave me the emphasis to do the same
over all of these years.

I toured with him to so many places and heard all of his jokes and laughed every single
time. And I saw the look on his face as I also stood on the stage when that tremendous rear
of the audience came at him. It was like feeding him. He didn’t need air or food or anything,
I’ve been privileged to be with Bob in the middle of the night where he’d come and wake
me up and say, “I’m talking to a ship in the middle of the night. Would you mind getting up
and coming to talk with them?” and I would say ok. I would go up into the cockpit and talk
to some of our young men who had been out to sea for six and seven months during the
Vietnam conflict and talk to them over the loudspeaker, not knowing what to say. It was just
so surreal. Those are the memories that [ cherish.  have found that in a career of accolades
and things that have happened so wondrously for me, with a healthy family, those are the
things I cherish.

My own younger brother I miss. In Vietnam, he was a casualty of the Vietnam War.
He was one of the walking wounded who came home. I’ve always had a special affinity for
the veterans of the Vietnam conflict. In 1997, when they opened up the doors, [ went back
to Vietnam with 100 hundred women who had served in that conflict in all types of
capacities, USQ, intensive care nurses. I'm sure some of you great warriors have met some
of those glorious women in a lifetime, Christian foundations, and people who got orphans.
One woman saved over 800 young babies lives. Those are the kind of women I traveled with
to every major base in Vietnam and every hospital.

I’ve decided that because of this closeness that I have had, I made a film. It's called 4
Healing. It’s a documentary and hopefully I will get in every high school and college across
America and around the world. But because of the closeness that  have felt for Vietnam vets
over these years, I have decided to kick this glorious project off. I am going to donate
personally one dollar for each and every name on the Vietnam Memorial Wall.

You know, coming home—one of the reasons why I decided to do that, even on the
special with Bob Hope I stand there. If I could digress for one moment, I had some young
men on stage. Of course, we were all excited. They were wonderful and they sang and so
forth. It was a great moment in all of our lives. When I got home, two of those young men’s
mothers came to me and said their sons were lost a week ago. A week after he was on stage
with me, that was all he talked about. This is the kind of work, the privilege, that was given
to me and it was because of Bob Hope.

1 have one wondrous story to tell you and then I’'m going to present the check and, of
course, we can go on. This is my favorite story. I was standing on stage and sang this crazy
song. It was called “Bill”. “Will you marry me, Bill?”. 1 asked if there was anybody named
Bill and 19,000 young men rushed the stage. So I had to pick and choose because the stage
would have fallen down. We were all singing and having a glorious time and out of the
comer of my eye I saw a young man get out of the Hospital Corps. He made his way through
this enormous amount of soldiers to the stage. I said, “Wait a minute, I’ve got a real hero
here” and helped him on the stage.

All of the other guys gave way to Bill who sang with me. [ said, “Just throw those
crutches down, put your arms around me. I can handle you.” He did and we sang together.
Well, many years passed and [ am in a hotel in Houston, Texas, up on a special floor.
Everybody is greeting me and I’'m having a drink with my friends. One of my friends said
there’s a fellow over at the bar who knows me. I said, “He knows me?” “Yes, he met you
in Vietnam.”

I turned around and saw his face. How could I ever forget his face? I saw the sunken
eyes anid he was wounded. He made his way all the way to the stage. I looked at himand I
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said, “Bill, you were in Da Nang” and he said yes and started to cry. And I started to cry!
We talked; [ said please come and sit with us; let’s have some food and talk about our lives
together that were so intimate and so long ago. When we finished for the evening, we said
our goodbyes. We hugged and kissed goodbye like lovers. Then he said to me, “I have
something to tell you. My name is Mike.” True story!

So those are the kind of guys I want to represent. So many of them did not make it
home and so many of them deserve the accolades that you all do. Thank you so much for
making it a very special thing for a single mother to realize not only her dreams, but raise
two beautiful children in the safety, in the arms of America. I want to thank you very much
and present this check for $58,299, today to Taffy 3.

1 want to introduce them to you because they are the unsung heroes, Jack Houston, Ed
Haggerty. Ed, please take a well deserved bow. Please let’s give them a big hand. The other
two guys couldn’t be here but you'll meet them. I just want to urge you that this is a
worthwhile project. He gave so much of his time, his effort, and his heart. I know, I was a
witness. As long as I’'m alive, I'm a witness to the glory of the young warriors 1 have
experienced in many decades. God bless each and every one of you. God keep you safe and
certainly bless our young forces wherever they are in the world, one more time and certainly
bless our great nation.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: I'm so pleased to introduce Bob Hope’s son, Tony Hope.
Tony is with us today representing the Hope family. A graduate of Georgetown and Harvard
Law School, Tony lives in Washington, D.C. where he practices law. He has worked in
Government and the private sector for the past 38 years. He served as a First Lieutenant in
the United States Air Force Reserve. Tony was the first chairman of the National Indian
Gaming Commission, appointed by President George Bush.

Tony first accompanied his father on a tour when he was 17. Earlier today, I thought
he might be younger. They flew to Hawaii, Guam, Okinawa, Japan, and Korea in a KC-97.
For a guy in the Navy, I’'m not sure of the terminology. Tony says that they played a lot of
poker on that airplane. Please help me welcome Tony Hope.

Address: Anthony Hope
Sen of Bob Hope

I"m very happy to be able to be here this moming on behalf of my father, Bob Hope
and my mother Dolores Hope who, as you know, traveled with him on a lot of the Christmas
tours. I was on seven of them myself. The last one I was on was in 1964. We were in
Vietnam at a time when we had 5,000 advisors there. We did shows in Da Nang, Nha-frang,
Pleiku, Bienhoa, and at Thon Son Nhut, and played to about 25,000 of the 5,000 troops we
had there [laughter]. This won’t come to much of a surprise to those of you who were there,

My father dedicated a tremendous amount of his life to the American servicemen. And
the American servicemen paid it back, paid it back with love and respect and with laughter,
which is really what my father thrived on all of these years. It was like adrenalin to him, the
joy of being able to stand up and make people laugh. There was never an audience that was
as good as an audience full of servicemen. He always took the right approach to the
audiences. He never allowed officers in the first 25 rows.

I remember one show in Korea at the Bayonet Bowel on Christmas Day. It was
snowing lightly and I went out in advance to check out the ice on the stage to make sure the
fans could dance without flying off into the audience. I was on the stage and looked out in
the first 50 feet or so of seats were covered with a tarpaulin. I was moving around on the
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stage. I looked down and the tarpaulin moved. I got off the stage and went over and looked
under it and the first rows were 500 GIs who had gotten there the night before and put a
tarpaulin over themselves to make sure they got the best seats.

1t was that kind of dedication that they had for my father which caused him to keep
going back. My mother would say, “Can’t you stay home next Christmas?” And he would
say that as long as we got men out there, he’s going. It’s the right thing to do.

It’s with great pride and great happiness that I’'m able to thank those of you who are
giving the money to the tribute for my father and the fribute to the servicemen which the
tribute will take place in San Diego. They have a model of it out in the next room where all
of the booths are. They’ve got a five minute tape that they play showing things from some
of the old Christmas shows. And they’ve got brochures and you can fill out the form and
give them your Visa card. Give them a dollar or five dollars, or whatever you want.

I particularly want to thank Connie Stevens for her generous contribution to this and
to all of those who have already given in this grass roots campaign that is well underway.
T want all you to go back to your Districts and push them for the money. We don’t want a
lot from anybody. We want a little bit from everyone.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The information about this project and the fund-raising can
be obtained and viewed in the exhibit hall, today only, please. But we ask you to go by the
exhibit. Obtain the information and take it back to your Posts, Districts, and Departments.
I ask you to not only open up your heart at the same time. I think have that Connie Stevens
has done both. And I ask all you to follow suit.

There was a little item earlier today that we were informed on when we had a
conversation this morning on this project, that most of us would be away from home on
Christmas when we’re on Active Duty, overseas, some of us one year, some two, some
three, sometimes four. But Bob Hope was away for Christtnas from his family for 22 years
on Christmas.

So I’'masking all of you to give like Bob Hope gave to us. You can do that by ensuring
that this money is raised by March of 2003, in order to ensure that this military tribute to
Bob Hope is built, erected, paid for, and ready to go on May 29% of 2003. So I encourage
all of you please get the material. Let’s thank Bob Hope by making sure this military tribute
is built before his 100 birthday.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The American Legion began sponsorship of an Adventure
Racing Team just last year. The experience has been great. The team is gaining national and
international recognition and members of the team recently returned from tough competition
in Europe. It is my pleasure to introduce you to Team American Legion captained by Dr.
Mary Van Dyke of York, Pennsylvania. I'm sure she will introduce you to the rest of the
team.

Address: Mary Van Duke, Team Captain
: Team American Legion

I want to take you from your comfortable seats here in Charlotte, North Carolina and
take you with us to British Columbia, Canada. Go with us as we journey. It’s 2:00 a.m., your
watch alarm clock is going off. You’ve only slept for 45 minutes this time. You have just
climbed a mountain all the way to the top. You’ve climbed down, you’ve reached the valley
at midnight, there’s no moonlight and you’ve decided to set up camp deep in the valley
before you hike the next mountain at 2:00 a.m. Its 2:01 am., no one in your two-man tent,
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which now holds four people, have moved a single muscle. It’s pouring down rain. It’s 2:02
a.m., our fourth team member decides he’s going to poke his nose out of the tent to see what
it’s like outside. Remember, it’s pouring down rain in the valley. He hollers back into the
tent, “Hey guys, it’s snowing in the canyon!” It’s not just snowing and I didn’t know we
were in a canyon. They withhold information from me sometimes.

Down in the canyon is a creek. Not a creek that we think about, a sweet, flowing North
Carolina creek, but a canyon creek, a river gushing with white water rapids. It is 2:05 a.m.
and our four team members are still snuggled up in that two-man tent. No one wants to move
with the rain and the threat of snow outside.

As time passes, we think about the journey ahead of us, the mountain we must climb
in order to get to the finish line. But we also think about fellow veterans, veterans who have
come before us and made similar journeys, journeys in snow and rain, journeys of
patriotism, journeys of faith, journeys of remembrance like ours. We race in honor of all
veterans as Team American Legion. We race in honor of Captain Milton Palmer, a citadel
graduate who died on his second attempt at Ranger School. He died in the swamps of
Florida, not wanting to give up. That’s the strength that we carry with us as young
Legionnaires, as young veterans. We carry the strength of the veterans who have come
before us. We carry the strength of Captain Milton Palmer with us.

We are young Legionnaires and we participate in something we call a sport, a sort of
adventure racing. You’ve all heard General Brown talk about our real heroes in America.
Well, those are the people who we race in honor of. We compete in competition, we
compete for you. We compete in a sport called adventure racing.

Adventure racing consists of many different sports over a time period of two, three,
four, five, and five and a half days in British Columbia. We raced, we mountain biked, we
canoed, we climbed mountains, we ice climbed, we even slid on our bottoms all the way
down a mountain at times just to get to the bottom quicker. This is all a part of the sport of
adventure racing.

You might be wondering how Team American Legion came about. It was the spirit of
The American Legion that grew, that developed, that built Team American Legion. In
Muncie, Indiana, about two years ago, Steve and I went to see our local VA rep. There we
spoke to him about medical benefits, education benefits and told him about how we had just
been selected to represent the U.S. Army in the Armed Forces Eco Challenge. He was quite
impressed with our athletic credentials but wondered how we would financially support
ourselves in such an expensive, time consuming sport with careers as college professors. We
told him we were looking for a sponsor. Maybe a gear sponsor like Nike, maybe a soda
sponsor like Coke. But we told him that we really wanted to give back something to our
sponsor. We didn’t think it was enough just to race. We wanted to be able to speak and pass
on the mission of an organization.

At that time at 30 years of age, I was first told of The American Legion. He told me
about The American Legion Family, about the Auxiliary, about the Sons and that the
National Headquarters was located in Indianapolis, Indiana. He also passed on the trusted
The American Legion Magazine, 1 swear to you, cover to cover. It was all about the
Reconnect effort. I said to Steve and to friends and family, at that time, it was perfect. This
is Team American Legion. We can put the faces and voices on younger Legionnaires. We
can support the movement of Reconnect.

The next day, I picked up the telephone and I called the National Headquarters. I got
the secretary downstairs who told me, “You know, I don’treally think that this is something
that The American Legion would be interested in.” But she passed me on to someone else,
and that someone else passed me on to someone else, and I finally got Mr. Bill Sloan in
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Internal Affairs and Membership on the telephone. I swear to you for five minutes straight
I did not take a breath, [ didn’t let M. Sloan say no. I just kept asking and telling him what
young Legionnaires could do for The American Legion. What we could do as voices for
younger Legionnaires, what we could do to recruit future leaders for The American Legion.
Mr. Bill Sloan gave us the opportunity to come in and meet with members of the National
Staff two days later.

Two days later, we sparked that same spirit in The American Legion, to follow the
American dream, to remember our veterans, to remember patriotism and faith in the
American dream. We continue to race today for The American Legion and to represent all
veterans. Il tell you quickly about one race and one event that we participated in this year.

This race was held in Indiana. National Headquarters is housed in downtown
Indianapolis. When we found about the race, we inunediately called the race director and
said, “Hey, did you know that the National Headquarters for The American Legion is located
in downtown Indianapolis? Wouldn’t it be great if this race of 24 hours over 100 miles
would go by The American Legion National Headquarters?” He said, “I didn’t know The
American Legion was there in Indianapolis, but my brother is an Army Ranger.”
Immediately we had that connection. We found a veteran in the race. I'm so proud to tell
you that because of that one phone call and because of our passion for The American
Legion, the entire race course was redesigned so that every racer, all 150 racers, had to come
by the National Headquarters in Indianapolis.

At 12:00 am,, 1:00 am., 2:00 a.m,, 3:00 a.m. stood members of the National staff
ready to check in and cheer on the racers. We took two teams to this race. It was the first
time we had ever done that. We had Team American Legion and Team Sons of The
American Legion. These two teamns did something that no other two teams in adventure
racing had ever done. We traveled and competed together the entire race course. So for 24
hours of canoeing, mountain biking, paddling, scootering, rollerblading, and we went to
Conseco Field house and shot baskets. We did that as two teams of three. We crossed the
finish line with our arms in the air, wearing our patriotic red, white, and blue American
Legion jerseys, as a team of six. We proved to America, we proved to adventure racers, we
proved to young veterans all across the country what team work is all about and how The
American Legion stands by young Legionnaires, young veterans. Teamwork united under
the Legion family.

We had Legionnaires there. We had Sons there. We even had Auxiliary members
racing. And we had a one woman support crew. Normally its two to five people who help
support a crew. But one Auxiliary member did this with the help of the National Staff. So
we truly have the Team American Legion Family in our team.

I thank each and every one of you for your interest, for your excitement, for your
enthusiasm, for your passion for Team American Legion. I thank you for that. And | want
to turn around and invite you to invite us to come and speak to your Posts and your
Departments. Whether it’s a meeting, whether it’s a race, Boy’s State, Girl’s State, anything,
you name it. We will help you organize it, we’ll help you plan it and we will be there to
speak and bring our enthusiasm to join your Legion family.

We would like to recognize a few people from the Legion family who helped us to
create, to build and to develop the Team American Legion concept. Those people are the
National Commander, Ric Santos. Let me tell you a little bit about the gift we're giving to
Commander Santos. It might seem a little funny to give the National Commander a simple
American flag. But this flag has endured all of our adventure races this vear. This flag was
wrapped upon itself into a ziploc bag, its stick was cut to save weight. We specifically
picked a waterproof flag so that it could endure all the races with us. This flag has made all
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journeys with us.

We’d also like to recognize someone who has been behind us from the start, who has
believed in the Team American Legion concept and continues to be a great cheerieader for
us, and that’s the National Adjutant Mr. Bob Spanogle. Another one of our water proof,
ziplocked bag with the flag in it goes to Mr. Jack Querfeld, who from the National Staff
Headquarters has encouraged us, followed us on the website, and continues to back us in the
Team American Legion mission.

And working for Jack in the National Headquarters is Mr. Bill Sloan, the gentleman I
told you about who had to suffer through that five minute long phone call from the very
start. We want to thank him for believing in us, for taking the teasing that we give him about
being our manager, and for always being there for us, whether it’s through the internet,
phone calls, or emergency phone calls in the middle of the night. We thank Mr. Bill Sloan.

Thank you each for a terrific few days here in Charlotte. We look forward to seeing you
throughout the year. Please take us up on our offer to come and visit your home state.

Oops, shame on me. I didn’t introduce the handsome gentlemen behind me. I’} let each
one do that themselves. I’ll tell you quickly my name is Dr. Mary Van Dyke. I'm a college
professor at York College in Pennsylvania, and I teach sport management there. So you can
see my passion for sports. I'm also an Army Captain in the Reserves in the Combat Sport
Hospital. My passion for sports and the military comes together in the Team American
Legion.

CPT KREIS: My name is Steve Kreis. I’'m also an Army Captain in the Reserves in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania and just a proud member and happy to be here. Thank you for
everything.

LT BENETIS: Lieutenant Vytenis Benetis, Lithuanian Navy. I’'m a graduate of the
United States Naval Academy and happy to be with this team. Thank you for this
Convention.

NATL CMDR SANTOS: Our next guest heads what is called “The Federal
Government’s Human Resources Agency.” The U.S. Senate unanimously confirmed her in
2001. She is a respected woman who has consistently been a leader in efforts to restore a
strong ethic of citizenship and civic responsibility to all citizens. She has been active in the
analysis, development, and implementation of American public policy for two decades in
senior positions in the public and private sectors. It is my pleasure to present to you the
Director of the United States Office of Personnel Management, Kay Coles James.

Address: Kay Coles James
United States Office of Personnel Management

I feel so much red, white and blue in this place, I’m absolutely, positively giddy. I want
you to know I just got back from vacation and I did that just to be with you, as a symbol of
my patriotism and because I wanted to be in the right mood to be here. I only wish the
cameras could pick it up, but for the ladies in the room, I had my toenails painted with flags.
1 said I want to be patriotic down to my very toes. It is an absolute honor for me to be here
to talk to you, the courageous men and women who have engaged in some fearsome
struggles for my country.

I'have been told on my arrival, many times, “thank you for being here” and every time
I heard it, I thought how inappropriate. I want to thank you for the privilege of being here
today. I want you to know that once again America’s Armed Forces are placing their lives
atrisk on distant seas and shores, and indeed in our own homeland to defend our way of life.
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The courageous men and women engaged in today’s fearsome struggle are volunteers.
They march, they sail, and they fly willingly into harm’s way. And as a veteran, you
understand the depth of character and commitment required to lay your life on the line for
out ideals and our liberty, because you, too, answered the call, you, too, lived the sacrifices.
1 never want to forget, so did your families and your loved ones.

The James family recently had firsthand experience in this regard. My own son-in-law
is a Naval Reservist. As a matter of fact, I think he is going to be getting a call very soon
about joining your ranks. While on vacation this week, I was in Roanoke, Virginia. Your
family sometimes doesn’t understand exactly what it is you do. They know you have a
government job. So when they found out I was working in the government, my brother-in-
law who is a veteran and one of your members, I might add, said to me that he had a claim
pending for the VA. He wanted to know if there was anything I could do about that. I said,
“Well, Barry, I know I’'m going to speak to many people who are in your same situation. I
promise I will do what I can with what little influence I may have in the administration to
do something about that.” Quite frankly, I want to enjoy Thanksgiving when we all get
together again.

1 want you to know that I had the privilege several years ago of volunteering goods and
some services, to the Julius F. Lynch Post 35, Operation Never Forget. It was a fabulous
apportunity to give goods and services for auctions so that veterans in that group would have
a place to go by the seaside for recovery. Ladies and gentlemen, if you’re not getting it, then
I want to say it as clearly as I know how. The fact that I’'m here is not just because it’s a part
of my job, it is, in fact, a labor of love.

The debt that we owe to you, the defenders of freedom, can never be fully repaid. I
want you to know that this President is taking an aggressive role in seeing to it that veterans
are treated with the respect and the fairness and the dignity befitting your service and
sacrifice to this great nation. Shortly after coming into office, I began meeting with the
various veteran service organizations. We opened an ongoing and meaningful dialogue on
how the federal government can better serve those who have already given so much to our
country.

When deployment began for Operation Enduring Freedom, OPM immediately issued
guidance to federal departments and agencies to make sure that the rights and benefits of
Reservists called to active duty were respected by every federal government agency. After
all, we are the largest single employer of members of the Armed Forces Reserve. And when
our new veterans return home from their tours of duty, they deserve to be greeted with doors
wide open and welcome at the ermployment offices of federal agencies throughout America.

Veteran’s preference is not just the law. It is one very tangible way that we can show
our gratitude as a nation to those now serving and to the 25,000,000 living veterans in whose
footsteps they follow in selfless sacrifice. (In case you didn’t get it, that’s what { call an
applause line!) Efforts to modernize the Civil Service are long over due. Reform must be
consistent with our ongoing commitment to offer opportunities to returning veterans. 8o as
we are talking about Civil Service reform there is no reason for you to be concerned. We
will protect veteran’s preference.

Our veterans have already given to their country. Certainly their service and experience
ought to count for something, ought to be recognized in the federal hiring process. It should
come as no surprise that many veterans want very much to continue to serve this great nation
after their military careers are over. Thomas Jefferson once wrote, “A man who loves his
country on his own account and not merely for the trappings of interest or power can never
be divorced from it and can never refuse to come forward.” Indeed it is a special kind of
person who answers a call to public service. Whether you wear the uniform of our country
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in the military or enter the other service, the American Civil Service, our goals are one in
the same. This is America’s team and we are here to serve the cause of freedom.

President Bush recently observed that public service in America today is not just
another job, it is an important act of citizenship, a way to fulfill our obligation to those who
have gone before us and to those who will follow us and to those who have sacrificed and
have died for us. From our founding, public service in America has been a noble calling.
Think back to those early patriots who signed their names to the Declaration of
Independence, knowing that we must all hang together or assuredly we shall hang
separately. It was not personal gain that inspires these men and women. They risked all their
lives, their fortunes, their sacred honor to leave a legacy of liberty.

In the years and decades and centuries that followed, our nation has continued to be
blessed with men and women of vision and character who understand, as Thomas Paine
wrote, “Those who expect to reap the blessings of freedom must undergo the fatigues of
supporting it.” Eagerly successive generations have asked what can they do for their
country? Unselfishly, you have answered the call.

Why do you do that? What makes us who serve, answer the call? Well, you and I know
something, and I think more importantly, feel something, that those who have never served
might not. There is a tremendous privilege and a tremendous honor associated with serving
our country. We understand what the President’s father, President George Herbert Walker
Bush, meant when he spoke of Government service as a noble calling and a public trust. He
said, “There is no honor higher than to serve free men and women, no greater privilege than
to labor in Government beneath the seal of the United States and beneath the American
flag.”

Americans like you who understand this, we understand the need to work for something
greater than ourselves, the desire to make a difference in our country and our world. You
who understand this have added to the rich legacy of our forefathers. These dedicated public
servants have applied talents, skills, and energies on behalf of our country and many times
often add financial or other sacrifice to themselves or their families. Thanks to their
contribution the fledgling democracy that was born in Philadelphia, in 1776, continues to
shine forth today as a beacon of freedom and opportunity.

I'want to discuss for a few minutes about a very special group of public servants, a part
of our front line of defense in the war on terror whose primary mission is to keep America
safe. That should provide a great deal of personal and professional satisfaction. But I’'m here
today to ask for your help to make sure that these individuals can carry out this urgent and
compelling mission, to make sure that special interests do not tie our hands and hamper our
ability to succeed in addressing the larger, national interests. The very nature of the threat
that we now face has led the President, after careful study, to call for a major reorganization
of the federal government.

Do you realize that homeland defense functions currently are scattered among more
than 100 different federal agencies? The President had concluded that we need a unified
homeland security structure to accomplish the vital mission of defending the homeland and
protecting Americans from terrorist killers who deliberately target innocent civilians.

We had hoped that Congress would act quickly on the President’s request, and indeed,
the U.S. House of Representatives have done so. Now the legislation is in the U.S. Senate.
We hope they will take it up as soon as they get back in September and that they will pass
a bill the President can sign. We are optimistic that it will not get bogged down in
unnecessary partisan bickering. There are many competing interests in this debate. To keep
priorities straight however, I think it is important to remember why we are creating this new
department. I think it is important that we not forget that we are a nation at war, to remember
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the more than 3,000 innocent people who were killed in unprovoked attacks that placed the
front lines of the battle, not on some distant shore, but right here on American soil.

I'm here to make an appeal to you today because I think people inside this room ‘get
it> when we talk about the importance of flexibility and maneuverability on the front lines.
You understand. [ need your help to explain it to those people commenting on what we’re
trying to do who have never had the opportunities and experiences in the service that you
have.

You understand that those on the front lines must be defined by a culture of urgency
and a culture of excellence. You know that when you are at war you must be able to act
quickly on intelligence that tells you that the nature of the enemy has shified. You know that
we cannot afford to tie the hand of those running the new department with rolls of red tape.
We will be moving 170,000 of our finest public servants to the new Department of
Homeland Security. Qur responsibility is to these dedicated public servants, the men and
women who secure our borders and protect our transportation systems, who investigate
terrorist organizations, who respond to emergencies, and protect us from biological agents.

We must give them an organization that is as focused and committed to protect our
homeland as they are. The Department of Homeland Security must be world-class, with the
best possible equipment, the best possible personnel system, not a patchwork of antiquated
systems and inflexible outmoded, out-of-date practices. Yet, even though employees of the
Department of Homeland Security arrive with their pay and benefits and, yes, their union
membership, in tact, there are those who are trying to turn this into a debate about workers
rights. They ignore the fact that the bill that passed the House has broad bipartisan support
that guarantees the very essence of Civil Service protections. Veteran’s Preference is there.
Merit systems and principles are there. Whistle blower protections are there. Protection
against prohibited personnel practices are chief among them.

While the President is worrying about how best to stand up for the new Department of
Homeland Security and to protect Americans and to prevent future attacks, there are those
critics who are running around like a flock of “Chicken Littles” warning that the sky is
falling from the Civil Service. Incidently, not on my watch.

When the President says we need flexibility for the Department of Homeland Security,
it is not an indictment of the hardworking public servants, the vast majority of whom
appreciate the tremendous honor and responsibility inherent in their assignments. And they
are committed to making the Department as successful as possible. It’s not about harming
Civil Service workers. It’s about fixing bad systems so that the employees of the Department
of Homeland Security can carry out their urgent and compelling mission of keeping America
safe. We need to keep what works and get rid of what doesn’t.

The problem with our current systems are no secret. It takes an average of five months
to hire and 18 months to fire a federal worker. It is position, not performance, that
determines salary, and it’s passage of time that brings pay raises. The vast majority of
federal employees themselves identify dealing with poor performers as a serious problem
in their agencies. The problem is not people, the problem is systems.

In their zeal to protect federal workers, there are those who have established this
elaborate game called, ‘let’s pretend.” Let’s pretend that bureaucratic work rules rooted in
the long ago are relevant to the 21% century workforce. Let’s pretend that there is a uniform
compensation system government wide. Let’s ignore the patchwork of premium pay rules
that apply to the employee who will be transferred to the new department. Or maybe we can
pretend that having dozens of separate compensations systems in one department is a good
idea. Let’s pretend that Congress can design world class personnel systems for the
Department of Homeland Security in the next three weeks.
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Who could possibly believe that this is preferable to bringing state holders together to
work together and with OPM through a deliberative process as the President had envisioned.
Let’s pretend that weak links don’t matter at the Department of Homeland Security, that we
should give poor performers multiple chances to fail. After all, Federal workers’ mistakes
just mean filling out some bureaucratic correction forms. Why not keep them on the payroll
and tie up valuable resources, not to mention supervisors’ time through months and
sometimes years of appeals? Let’s pretend that we have all of the time in the world to
negotiate our differences. What could possibly be so urgent?

Well, I’1] tell you. The mission of the Department of Homeland Security is much too
important for games like “let’s pretend.” We might as well pretend that our nation was never
attacked, that the World Trade Center Towers still in lower Manhattan.

September 11% was a wake up call. The Department of Home land Security is an
essential part of our response. Now is the time to marshal the urgency, marshal the
commitment, marshal the patriotism that every American instinctively felt on that terrible
day. We are ready to seize the initiative and create a world class Department of Homeland
Security that will protect American lives and with your help, I know we can.

Thank you so much for the absolute privilege of being here. And if you don’t remember
anything else I said today, veterans preference isn’t just the law, it’s the right thing to do.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Since our founding, The American Legion has championed
the rights and benefits earned by our nation’s veterans. I am honored to introduce our next
guest. She is the Co-Chair of the President’s Taskforce to Improve Health Care Delivery for
Our Nation’s Veterans. She knows what she is doing—and is working hard to change many
aspects of the payment system for VA services. From 1997 to 2001 she served as Chair of
the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission. She is a nationally recognized expert on a
wide range of health policy and financing issues. Welcome to Charlotte, Dr. Gail Wilensky.

Address: Gail Wilensky
Co-Chair, President’s Taskforce

Thank you very much for including me on such a distinguished roster of speakers. It’s
a pleasure to follow Kay Coles James who I had the privilege of serving with in the first
Bush administration. I also want to thank Tony Principi who has been an outstanding
secretary from the day the President’s Taskforce to improve health care delivery for our
Nation’s veterans was created. His support has been strong and steadfast.

As you heard, my name is Gail Wilensky. On Memorial Day last year, President Bush
created the Taskforce and asked me to serve as his co-chair. I said yes in a heart beat. I did
so for reasons that go back some 35 years. By training and by background, I'm an
economist. You know what they are, don’t you? They’re the ones who predicted nine of the
last five recessions. Or people have frequently accused us of being like accountants but
without the personality. And I mean no respect to those accountants.

Economists are known for their cold analysis of facts and figures. But be fore I was an
economist, [ had a personal vested interest in the medical care of our young men and women
in uniform. It was this emotional attachment that came to mind when the White House first
called.

My husband, Robert, and I spent our 5® anniversary at opposites ends of the globe. I
was in Michigan finishing my degree in economics and he was a General Medical Officer
with the 588" Engineer Battalion at the 20™ Engineer Brigade, serving in Tay Ninh and Bien
Hoa, Vietnam. I don’t think even pulling the midnight shift in an ER in Baltimore, which
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is what he did when he returned from Vietnam, can compare to being a combat surgeon of
wartime. You just can’t spend that much time tending the broken and bleeding bodies of so
many Americans in the prime of their lives, and then forget about them when you get back
home. That’s why my husband is now working with the Army Surgeon General Peak to
write a history of our military healthcare during the Vietnam War. I can tell you that
veterans healthcare is not just a vague notion at the Wilensky home.

The other co-chair named that May was someone many of you know and loved. One
of the last things that Jerry Solomon did as Congressman was receive the Distinguished
Public Service Award from former National Commander Daniel Ludwig, for a lifetime of
veteran’s advocacy, an award that he was very proud to receive. He was especially proud
of something that happened in October 1988. That was when President Reagan signed into
law, Jerry Solomon’s bill, making the VA a full Cabinet level Department. As you know
Jerry Solomon is no longer with us; he passed away two weeks after our inaugural meeting
which was delayed itself, a month, by the terrorist attacks of September 11%®. We miss Jerry
terribly and have dedicated our work to his memory. We have been very fortunate when this
spring President Bush appointed another public servant of equal stature to succeed him as
the co-chair. Former Congressman, John Paul Hammerschmidt joined us in the Spring, and
we once again have the wisdom and encyclopedic grasp of veteran’s issues that are so
important if we are to make good recommendations.

It’s turned out that arrival of John Paul Hammerschmidt was a good omen and a good
catalyst for our interim report. In the first few months of the Taskforce, besides the issues
that I've already indicated that we had to deal with, we had at least two major institutional
barriers. One, the sheer complexity of two giant healthcare systems, and second, there will
always be human factors, resistence to change in the status quo, Washington’s traditional
defensive twrf and a kind of zero sum thinking, concerned that sharing and cooperation
might somehow come at the expense of a Department’s existing resources. But our mandate
is clear. I'm going to spare you the technical bureaucratic language. Essentially, our charter
directs to improve and determine how the VA and DoD can work together better to improve
access to the veterans and to retirees to find out what, who and how we can make that
happen.

At this point I wouldn’t blame you if you were to ask, what makes us think that we can
succeed where other commission have failed? After all, the General Accounting Office 25
years ago, made public the need for the VA and the DoD to cooperate. And 20 years ago,
the Congress directed the VA and the DoD to work together. And yet, at the present time,
there is only a small fraction of the joint budget that actually represents cooperative
ventures. While sharing a load is not enough, the Taskforce believes that increase sharing
would indeed improve the healthcare provided by both the VA and the DoD and result in
more timely access to care for veterans and retirees.

On the national level, organizational and cultural differences between the two
departments have blocked significant progress. And all the while timely access to healthcare
continues to be a problem for too many veterans. I'll bet there are excess horror stories in
this very room, many of them caused by the mismatch between the demand for VA
healthcare and the funding that has been provided.

So you say we've heard this all before. So what’s different about the President’s
Taskforce?

First, the operative word is in the title: President. It is the President’s Taskforce. It was
the President who included improving coordination between the VA and the DoD in his
management agenda. With his encouragement and support, we have been able to have
contact with appointees at the highest levels in the VA and the DoD and White House
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whenever we have needed to talk to them.

Second, if anything, the events of last September have underscored the need and
urgency of improving healthcare delivery for our veterans. We are engaged in a war. We’ve
been told that it’s a war that could last a long time. It is being fought by the young men and
women who will be tomorrow’s veterans, or our veterans in training as we often call them.

Third, we’ve been able to knock down a number of barriers, assembling a first-rate
diverse team of staff, consultants, and, most importantly, commissioners. One of those
commissioners is your very own National Adjutant who is sitting behind me, Bob Spanogle.
He has been a wonderful member of our team. We’ve had access to Executive Director, John
Summer, Jr.; National Legislative Commission Directors, Steve Robertson, Carol
Rutherford, and Carol Williams, and the rest of the Washington staff. And you can be sure
that when Steve Robertson made his presentation at our January meeting, we paid close
attention to his recommendations. Our final recommendations will be issued next March as
ordered by our charter.

I know a number of you have seen our interim report, but those of you who haven’t, it’s
on the website, it’s at President’s healthcare.org. We wanted to make sure that we didn’t
limit our options in that final report with our interim report. So it is general enough to allow
us to make the recommendations we think appropriate. But to give you a clear idea of where
we are heading, we’ve taken and will continue to schedule visits to sites where the VA and
DoD have collaborated to determine what works and what doesn’t. We’ve had monthly
hearings and countless informal briefings, interviewing Commanders and healthcare
personnel at military hospitals, officials and staff of the VA medical facilities,
representatives of The American Legion and other veterans and military organizations,
Congressional staff, managed care network providers, VA and DoD officials, and of course,
all of the intended beneficiaries of these efforts, individual veterans and military retirees.

We have looked at the existing literature on the subject and we are trying to fill in all
of the gaps with countless data calls. And what have we found? What we’ve found is that
nothing less is needed than a ringing call to action. Similar in kind, if not, in degree to
President Kennedy’s challenge to put 2 man on the moon, and I'm not exaggerating. The
transition from military healthcare to VA healthcare should be seamless. If we can put a man
on the moon, why can’t we get computerized healthcare record systems of the VA, DoD and
the VA to talk to each other?

Why can’t there be one unbroken healthcare record of the individual from the day he
raises his hand to enlist, to the day of his discharge or retirement, to the day he dies? That’s
why information management and information technology figures so prominently in our
interim report. We’re not asking the two Departments to use the same computerized record
system. But we are asking that the two systems be able to talk to each other. Isn’t it
important for the VA to know where the patient has served and what hazards he was exposed
to?

There are major concerns otherwise, as well, like access, a key issue for us. How much
does it really matter about the quality of the VA or the military healthcare system if the
veteran doesn’t have access to it? It is why the Taskforce is so concerned with the significant
mismatch between the demand for veteran’s healthcare and the funds that have been
provided for that purpose. We’re concerned with the impact of that mismatch on a veteran’s
ability to access care in a timely manner. We’re concerned, as well, with the ability of the
VA and the DoD to manage rapidly rising pharmaceutical costs. Without question, joint
pharmaceutical formularies and joint procurement are areas that will get a great deal more
attention form this Taskforce.

Finally, there must be accountability. The Taskforce is determined to recommend major
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reforms. But reforms that are practical and doable, reforms that the President can implement
by Executive Order or that the Congress can legislate. We will distinguish between those
reforms that can be made quickly, and those that will require patience and persistence. Our
message will be to pass these reforms. Veterans and military retirees will have improved
delivery of healthcare but they won’t happen without the political will imposed from the top
and passed down the chain of command. We must have, and I can’t say this strongly enough,
a clear, unambiguous commitment of collaboration from the top VA and DobD leadership.
The right officials have to be told that their jobs and their careers depend en proven track
records of collaboration, proof of adopting best business practices, and proof that their data
systems can communicate with the other guy’s systems.

We are looking for recommendations that transcend personalities. We know now that
much of the collaboration occurs because of the good rapport between a VA hospital director
on the one hand, and the commander of a military hospital on the other. But what happens
if that military hospital commander is reassigned and his successor sees no advantage in
collaboration? Having said all of that, there are certain things we will not do. We are
interested in the greater use of healthcare resources, not in scaling back military or veterans’
healthcare budgets.

I’m sure there isn’t a man or woman in this room who doesn’t want to see better use
of our tax dollars, but not at the expense of veterans’ healthcare, not balancing the budget
on the backs of veterans. We are not advocating the total integration of the two heaithcare
systerns. There maybe increasing overlap between constituencies of VA and DoD, but we
recognize that these two agencies have separate mission. These missions must not be
compromise. We intend to make you proud of our final report. The American Legion has
played an important role in the final report as it has and will play, as it has in every advance
for veterans since 1919.

Let me finish by noting that The American Legion Baseball World Series is winding
up in Danville, Virginia. That’s only one of the ways that The American Legion has
promoted character formation, citizenship, and patriotism in this country. Everything that
The American Legion does to protect the flag and to encourage respect for this, our most
visible national symbol, is also a part of what The American Legion has done to promote
citizenship and patriotism. There is Girls State, and Boys State, and Boys Nation, the
National High School Oratorical Contest, the Eagle Scout of the Year Award, and other
efforts that remind us of the things that our men and women in uniform preserve with their
sacrifices.

We have an obligation to those men and women, an obligation that I have felt ever
since my husband described the things he saw in just one of the many countries where
Americans have served. America’s soldiers, America’s sailors, airmen, and Marines are the
finest in the world. The healthcare they get as a result of their service should also be the
finest. In pursuing this cause I’m grateful to have The American Legion on our side.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: At this time [ call on National Adjutant Bob Spanogle to
read a letter of greetings from Senator Jesse Helms of North Carolina.

NATL ADJ SPANOGLE: The Senior Senator of North Carolina, Jesse Helms was
invited to this Convention, and if you did not know it, he is quite ill. He writes to us.
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Welcome: Letter of Greeting, The Honorable Jesse Helms
Read by Robert Spanogle, National Adjutant

Dear Friends:

Welcome to Charlotte and the 84™ Annual American Legion National
Convention. I am grateful for the opportunity to salute you for your outstanding
commitment to a remarkable organization.

The American Legion proves that the commitment of distinguished war-time
military veterans to their country does not end with active service. Your
extraordinary group serves as an example to all of us who believe that private
citizens working together can make a real difference in our neighborhoods and
cities. Your devotion to preserving American values in cities, towns and
communities all over the country is every bit as heroic as your valiant military
service.

By making The American Legion part of the fabric of the daily lives of
countless comnunities, you are working to preserve the very same democratic
ideals that you fought for so bravely. The cities and towns of North Carolina and
the rest of our great country are built on organizations like The American Legion
and on fine Americans like you. I send my best wishes to all of you as you plan
another year of outstanding service to your communities. God bless you all.

Sincerely,

Signed: Jesse Helms

United State Senate

NATL ADJ SPANOGLE: I would also like to point out to the delegates and guests of
this Convention that the junior senator from North Carolina, John Edwards, was also invited
to bring greetings. Senator Edwards, who opposes The American Legion and the Citizens
Flag Alliance on the Flag Protection Amendment elected not to appear before this body to
bring greetings or explain his position.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: We've met national, state and city leaders of government
this morning. Now it is time to introduce to you leaders of The American Legion here in
North Carolina who have made this national convention possible. North Carolina’s
Immediate Past Department Commander led the campaign to assemble the volunteers
necessary for our successful gathering. He is proud to have us in his home state, and we are
proud to be here. Please welcome immediate Past Department Commander of North
Carolina, Milton Woodle, also known as a ‘Ric’s Retriever’.

Address: Milton Weodle
2001-2002 Department Commander

It is the distinct pleasure and honor for me to do something no other Department
Commander in North Carolina has ever done. This is the first time we have ever hosted a
National Convention of The American Legion. So no other North Carolina Commander has
ever welcomed the entire American Legion to our great state. On behalf of 45,000
Legionnaires, | welcome you to the North State.

I’m sure many of you have fond previous days in North Carolina, places like Ft. Bragg,
Pope Air Force Base, Camp Le Jeune. Maybe some of you even remember Camp Geiger,
Cherry Point, Seymore Johnson Air Force Base, or maybe you were in Elizabeth City or on
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one of the Coastguard cutters stationed off of our coast. We welcome you back. We are an
American Legion Department actively pursuing recognition of our veterans. If you drove
into our state on any of our interstate highways, you noticed the Korean War Remembrance
signs. These signs were placed on all of our interstates at the request of The American
Legion. These signs will remain in place for 3 years.

North Carolina, though not the biggest state, is surely one of the most picturesque and
diverse. From Cherokee, home of the Eastern Band of the Cherokee Indian Nation, to the
mountain town of Asheville, home of Biltmore Estates, to the coast in Wilmington, home
of the Baztleship North Carolina, the showboat CV-53, to Kill Devil Hill, the place of the
first powered flight, and places in between like Hickory, Lexington, and Statesville, where
the world’s finest furniture is made. I welcome you to Charlotte.

Here in North Carolina this state perfectly located. Not too far north. Our winters are
mild. Not too far south. Our summers are not nearly like San Antonio was last year. Again,
enjoy your visit. Plan to visit us again. Whatever you like, we have it here in North Carolina.
Mountains, coasts, beautiful beaches, Indian reservations, casinos, NASCAR racing, and
most of all, we have friendly people. Come visit, come retire. Welcome back to North
Carolina.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The second Legion leaderserved as the President of the
Convention Corporation of North Carolina. He is well known to many of you. Welcome to
the stage, the President of The American Legion National Convention Corporation of North
Carolina, and the National Executive Committeeman from the Tar Heel state, Jerry Hedrick.

Address: Jerry Hedrick
The American Legion National Convention Corporation

On behalf of the National Convention Corporation of North Carolina, and the members
of the North Carolina delegation, we are here to spread our Southern hospitality and be of
service to your needs. I would like for all of the North Carolina delegation to please stand
and be recognized. Wherever you’re at North Carolina, these men and women have put in
a lot of ong hours and continue to do so until we finished this week. They have worked very
hard to make this a successful Convention. Without their support and without their help we
could never have accomplished this great Convention.

There’s a person not out there today that would have loved to have been with us. He
worked many years as we were bidding to host the National Convention. C.S. ‘Red” Lewis
passed away about a year and half ago. This was his lifetime dream. He lived here in the city
of Charlotte. But  can bet you Red Lewis is smiling down on us today.

Again, I would like to say that is if there is anything that we can do as a delegation or
as a corporation to assist you, let us know. And remember there is nothing finer than to be
in North Carolina.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The campaign to restore centuries of protection for ‘Old
Glory’ continues. It has been more than a year since the House passed the Flag Protection
Amendment legislation for the third time. Today, the bill is languishing in the U.S. Senate.
While the political stalemate continues, the Citizens Flag Alliance has been active. To bring
us up-to-date on what needs to be done now, I present to this body the Chairman of the
Board of the Citizens Flag Alliance, and arecipient of the Medal of Honor for his life-saving
actions in Vietnam. Rise and join me in rendering proper honors to a true American hero,
Major General Patrick Brady, United States Army retired.
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Hand Salute... Two....

Special Report: Major General Patrick Brady
Citizens Flag Alliance, Chairman

This is a very special Convention for me. For many years | have been coming to visit
with you folks. It seems like this Convention always falls on my wife’s birthday. 1 have
missed her birthday for many years and I am happy to see that she is here with me and by
the way, to day is her birthday. I’ve always wanted her to be able to meet you folks. I'm sure
she’s like your wives. She’s such a great inspiration. I told her this morning that I was going
to have to speak to this august group. I said you never know when you’re giving a speech,
they might boo you. And in a comforting way, she said, “Don’t worry dear, they can’t boo
and yawn at the same time.”

In the year since our last meeting, the year has been truly as remarkable as any year in
our history. We’re engaged in what will be a most difficult war. We must destroy terrorists
or they will certainly destroy us. Tragically, too many of the supporters of those terrorists
are in our own country. As a result of 9/1 1, most Americans now know what veterans have
known forever, and that’s the mystical, motivational, inspirational magic of the American
flag. More people are buying and flying flags than at any time in our history.

By their acts, the terrorists have signed their own death warrant. They also put our
hands over our hearts again. This has been a very active year in our efforts to recapture Old
Glory. As you know, for the fourth time the Flag Amendment has passed the House. During
this period of time, there has been literally scores of other amendments put forth and not one
has come close. This could not have happened without your support.

The amendment is now held captive by hostile leadership in the Senate. Senators
Daschle and Leahy refuse to allow a vote. These men who profess to support free speech are
denying the right of their fellow Senators to speak on this issue.

We’ve come a long way. It’s taken a long time and some, I’'m sure, are weary. But you
should realize that what you are doing is right, and sooner or later you’re going to win. Even
with that conviction, I'm truly amazed at-the endurance of this organization. We see some
of that this morning, too.

It’s been my pleasure to know some of the most notable heroes of the last century.
There are many heroes who for a moment in their time were courageous. The true heroes are
those who are courageous for all the moments of their time, whose courage is enduring.
Nowhere has the endurance been more evident than in the state of Vermont. Vermont, as
you know, has stood alone these past 13 years among all the states, in refusing to support
the right of the people to protect their flag. Vermont has been a prodigal child, but just as
a return the prodigal son was the result of the endearing prayers of the father, Vermont has
been a symbol of the enduring courage of the Legionnaires of that state. They show thata
few people can make a big difference if they refuse to lose, if they raise the awareness of
their people, if they endure.

Perhaps the greatest example that I have ever seen of enduring courage is that exhibited
by the Legion and the other member of the Citizens Flag Alliance, on behalf of patriotism.
For many years, many of us thought that patriotism in this country was dying. Truly, I
believe that it was. Since 9/11, we have seen America returning to a form of patriotism you
have been promoting for years. You should be proud. On September 11%, you saw the fruits
of your enduring courage for all of these many years. Thanks to your efforts and that of
others like you, and, I think, the American family, we found that patriotism was not dead,
it was just dormant.
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9/11 marked a monumental victory for patriots over the elite, a victory for those
Legionnaires who wear their patriotism on their sleeve over those who will not wear a flag
on their lapel. You are the vault for patriotism in this country and I hope that you and all
your people realize that, realize how important patriotism is, and never give up. I think it’s
why God put you here. I just can’t make this point often enough.

In March, we released the results of the February poll that showed the endurance of the
people on behalf of their right to protect Old Glory. It also showed the effects of 9/11 on
patriotism in this country. For 13 years, the flag has held America’s attention. The overall
support of the flag has not changed during those 13 years. In fact, it could not get much
higher than it has always been. The poll shows that more than three out of four Americans
want the amendment and they believe that the Senate should debate the flag in this session.
The people again rejected all of the arguments of our opponents on this issue. Burning the
American flag is not speech.

Since 1996, there has been truly an amazing 34% increase among those who regard the
flag as a unique symbol. Today, 90% of our people believe the flag is unique among all the
symbols in America. Now, 9/11 certainly helped but so did your efforts and all the collateral
good that you’ve done in your campaign for the flag. Fifty percent of our people value the
flag more after 9/11. This, of course, includes many who could not value it anymore. That
figure rises to 60% of men and a remarkable 70% of women who are aged 18-24. They now
value Old Glory more. And I think that was the most noteworthy finding in the poll that we
did. It is a fact that 18 to 24 year olds now share the same passion for our flag as the greatest
generation.

Among the young, guess who are the most pro flag of any group? The women. [ have
not seen any analysis of the November election that did not emphasize the importance of the
women voters. Both sides consider them to be critical. Both sides are working to get the
women on their side. The truth is that they are on our side for the flag and it could make a
difference in their vote. I think that Adam’s rib was the most fruitful investment in the
history of mankind. The women can win this for us but we need to make them aware. And
we need to get them involved.

The tragedy is that 80% of the 18 to 24 year olds are not aware that there is a debate
on the flag issue. They’re old enough to vote. We should make them a target for education
and voting efforts in this election. Ignorance is a form of repression. It’s a sad fact that over
90% of all of us cannot identify our Congressperson with a specific policy. That tells us that
9 out of 10 voters have no idea how their Senator voted on the flag issue. But when they
were made aware of that vote, our poll showed that it had a remarkable effect on how they
would vote. And that fact alone can make a dramatic difference in this election.

Many voters vote by name recognition alone. And the voters who recognize aname and
associate legalized flag burning with that name, many will vote against that candidate. No
Senator would vote against that flag if they thought it would cost them the election. And
many of them clearly hide behind the ignorance of our people. Those who refuse to do the
will of the people should feel the wrath of the people. The people need to know who’s
refusing to do their will.

As I mentioned, Senator Daschle and Leahy fear a vote in the Senate, especially after
9/11, and the 9* Circuit Court of Appeals ruling on the Pledge. A vote would expose their
position and others like them . And it would unleash the wrath of the people in this election.
I hope that you will get after Senator Edwards and see if you can turn him around, and also
Representative Watt and see if you can turn them around on this issue. And the people
should be aware of the President’s support for the Flag Amendment. For the first time in
many years, we’ve now got a President who supports us in this battle.
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The key to victory is in your endurance. The lock is the awareness of our people. We
need to open that lock. This applies in spades to our youth and our women. We need to get
them out to vote. I urge you to work hard this election. It is absolutely vital for the flag
amendment. The new patriotism that we see in this country is a great time for our cause.

It’s interesting to note that some of the strongest supporters of flag burning denounced
the ruling on the Pledge. Senators Daschle and Byrd expressed outrage, and Senator Dorgan
in North Dakota said, “Is there not a shred of common sense left?” There is not a shred of
difference between the Pledge ruling and the flag ruling. Both fly in the face of common
sense. We can be sure that these politicians are outraged because the public is outraged. This
is an election year. The public outraged because they are aware of the Pledge decision. We
need to make them aware of the flag issue and where politicians stand on it. Again, three
keys to victory: voter awareness, voter awareness, and voter awareness.

It surprising that the polls show that the elite in this country are the lowest supporters
of our efforts, those who have benefitted the most from blood and sweat of patriots and
personally shed the least of either on behalf of patriotism. The Bible teaches that there is a
time for everything under the sun. Since 9/11 there has never been a better time to enshrine
the patriotism in America, a better time to announce the anti-patriots, those who hate us, or
a better time exposed the false patriots, those who hide behind a fake love. Now is the time
to identify these people and announce that we are ashamed to have them as countrymen.

The ultimate victory of patriotism over the elite will come through our children and our
grandchildren. It’s too late for most of us. But we must teach them about these phony
patriots. These are the people who try to service a banquet of insanities which poisons our
society. They say that the American flag is just a piece of cloth. Desecrating it is protected
speech. So is pornography protected speech. But prayer is not protected speech and the Ten
Commandments and God are a danger to the public.

These are the people who declare the Pledge to be unconstitutional, who tell us you can
burn the flag but don’t say a Pledge to it, who defend terrorists and pedophiles and who tell
us that child pornography is protected speech. They are the cultural pirates, the domestic
enemy we all swore to protect our constitution from. When the poet said patriotism is the
last refuge of the scoundrel, these are scoundrels he was talking about. Our children need
to know who these people are.

That brings me to my final point. You've heard this from me before. The highest form
of patriotism is service to our youth. It’s been said that the oldest thing should be taught to
the youngest people. The oldest thing in any democracy is patriotism. The last thing that any
democracy will be the end of patriotism. No one is born a patriot, it must be taught. One way
to teach patriotism to our children is through local programs that unite the flag, the Pledge,
and the Constitution, which are the trinity of patriotism.

‘Symbol’ is from a Greek word meaning half token, which when united with its other
half, identifies the owner. It is meant to recognize something above and beyond itself, like
a wedding ring. The other half token of the flag is the Constitution. Above and beyond any
court, any elite, and all other political documents, and we the people are the owner, not the
courts. We must teach our children the moral, immutable truths embedded in our
Constitution as embodied by our flag. They should know that when you burn the flag, you
are burning our Constitution. It’s easy for the likes of the ACLU to attack a piece of cloth
or a Pledge to it. But it’s harder to openly attack a Constitution united inseparably, with the
Pledge and the flag.

The great Civil War General Phillip Sheridan once said: “I never discussed the
Constitution much, and I never made many speeches upon it, but I have done a great deal
of fighting for it.” Many of you are like General Sheridan, Constitutional warriors. You fight
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for the Constitution when you fight for our flag. Soldiers sacrifice for the love of country,
really for the love of their people who, indeed, are our country. No one would willingly die
for an unlovable people. 1 would not shed one drop of my blood for the elite in this country.
Your patriotism makes America lovable. You’re the source of the blood that nourishes the
tree of liberty. The Bible teaches that charity of love endures all things. So does love of
country and protection of our Constitution. We are told what is hard to endure is sweet to
recall. You have endured and someday this issue will be cured, and all of your efforts and
all your courageous endurance will be sweet to recall.

I can’t tell you how much I’ve enjoyed my time with you and how much what you do
means for all of America. Nancy and I are so happy to be with you.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Nancy Brady, we thank you for sharing your husband with
us on your birthday. We appreciate that. General Brady, we appreciate your leadership today
on this important issue. You can count on The American Legion Family to remain firm in
all efforts to see this battle won.

The American Legion continues to be a leader in organizing community involvement
in the Korean War 50® Anniversary Commemoration. Our next guest is the Director of the
Korean War 50% Anniversary Commemoration Committee. A highly decorated U.S. Air
Force combat pilot, he flew nearly 250 missions over North Vietnam. He is responsible to
fulfill a mandate of Congress: recognize and honor the 1.8 million military veterans who
served in the Korean War. Welcome Retired Air Force Major General Nels Running.

Address: Major General Nels Running
Executive Director, Korean War 50 Anniversary Committee

1 thank you for your kind tolerance of my presence again. I was with you in Milwaukee
a couple of years ago, and I sweated it out with you last year in San Antonio. It’s very nice
to be in Charlotte. Doubly nice today since I flew down today on US Airways. I wasn’t sure
we were going to make it. Something has changed in that operation since they filed for
Chapter 11 protection. This morning it was, “Ladies and gentlemen, I'm sorry to inform you
that we seem to have a minor problem here with fuel in the tank where it shouldn’t. We can’t
seem to get it where it should be and we shouldn’t take off in this condition.” Oh, boy. It was
nothing like that in Hanoi. You knew your gas was coming thanks to the Air Force tankers
that were always there.

Well, Commander Santos has told you, and it is true, that The American Legion is
doing Legionnaire work, filling a patriotic duty to help the United States of America, this
nation, say to its Korean War veterans and the families, and the next of kin, that this nation
is grateful for your tremendous service, in saving the democracy, the budding democracy
of the Republic of Korea, and indeed, saving the free world from a Communist aggression
with a voracious appetite. Do we have any Korean War veterans with us today? Would you
rise please or raise your hands and let us say thank you.

Now my message today is not as much a plea as it has been in the last two years, but
a challenge as we enter into the third year of the commemoration, the final year, and indeed,
the 50" year anniversary of the signing of the Armistice, in that war that has not yet ended.
Fortunately, the regime in North Korea has agreed at last in the June negotiations with the
DPMO, the Office of Prisoner of War Missing in Action, missing personnel, from the
Pentagon they have agreed to three new searched this year for the remains of some of the
8,166 Korean War veterans who are still missing. Much work has to be done. Those three
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searches should produce some results. But the numbers are vast and time is running out.

There are also a good number of those 1.8 million who are alive, despite their scars and
wounds, living in the Unites States today. Not surprising perhaps, however, only 135,000
of those veterans or.the next of kin have come forward to request their Korean War Service
Medal which the people of Korea have offered. They offered that medal during the Korean
War. But as many of you know, the laws of the land prohibited a United States service
member from accepting a foreign decoration. That changed in the efforts to pull together this
commemoration. The Republic of Korea renewed the offer of the medal. In 1999, the
Secretary of Defense signed the authorization and prescribed the order in which that medal
is to be worn by U.S. service member veterans. The challenge I’'m talking about is to get the
entire American Legion behind this commemoration as we enter this 50" year anniversary
of the Armistice.

Oklahoma, are you here today? Do you know that your state was the first state
government signed up from the Governor to be a commemoration partner? Do we have the
Department of Oklahoma and all its chapters, auxiliaries, sons, cousin, aunts, uncles signed
up to be commemoration partners? If not, will you take that challenge and fill the role next
year with commemoration partners?

Arizona, are you here? Do you know that your state, your sister organization, the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, was the first to have all the Veterans of Foreign Wars Posts
signed up as partners?

Alabama, are you here? Do you know that your Governor was the first to call a joint
session of the state legislature to host a ceremony recognizing Korean War veterans with
presentation of the Korean War Service Medal and honors? Members of the Government and
veterans all were there. A terrific day.

I say to you, far too many Departments across the land have yet to encourage the
membership. After all, are we not The American Legion, are we not American? When
World War II ended, some of you were around. Do you remember? Some of you are World
War II veterans. Remember the ticker tape parades, the welcome home in hometowns, units
marching down the street, memorial services across the land. Do you know the welcome that
the Korean War veterans received? All too often, it was one of disinterest, and in some
cases, even ridicule.

Phil Street, Sergeant United States Marine Corps, learned about the commemoration
through the internet. He wrote, “Are you for real? Is this true? Is someone really going to
say you remember the Korean War and you honor Korean War veterans?” “You bet” was
the response. I sent him a package of some of the commemoration memorabilia. He was
thrilled to death and then he relayed the story of how he returned from the Korean War, wore
his uniform, a chest full of battle ribbons into the diner down the street. A couple of his
World War II buddies were there, a little bit older, but good friends and said “Bill, what in
the world is that? What do you have on that?” He said, “I’ve been to Korea. Those are my
war decorations.” He said they laughed so hard they almost fell off their stools. “Bill, are
you kidding me? War, what war? That was a police action, Sonny. You better get your billy
club and whistle out.” Not fair. You and I know it.

The challenge next year is to get every community across this land engaged in the
Korean War commemoration. If your hometown hosts an azalea festival, why not have
embedded in that festival a memorial service for Korean War veterans, a parade? Why not
a Korean War veteran as the Marshall?

Cheyenne Frontier Days. Wyoming, are you here? Let’s put a Korean War veteran at
the head of that parade or a whole group of you on the float.

New York, are you here? War Council of Veterans in New York City has already
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signed up. November the 11*, 2003, we will have the nation’s parade, the nation’s ticker
tape parade in New York to welcome home Korean War veterans. But we can’t just do it
here and there and elsewhere. It has got to be the entire land pulling together. We, as a
nation, owe so much to the Korean War veteran. And they are deserving because that was
a tremendous victory. And don’t let anyone tell you that it was the first war America ever
lost. Bologna! You stopped the Communists in their tracks on the 3 8™ parallel. Thirty-seven
thousand Americans spilled their last blood on that land in the 37 months of that war.

As I mentioned 8,166 families are still yearning to know the ultimate end of their loved
ones. Now, in the 50 years since the signing of that Armistice, you should know that
America remains committed to freedom in Korea and against a possible aggression again
of a Communist totalitarian. Thirty-seven thousand American service members are on the
line everyday. And if you think it’s a cakewalk, if you think it’s a happy time, if you think
it’s peace, then reflect on the numbers. Ninety-twoAmerican service members have been
killed in hostile actions by the aggressors from North Korea in those 50 years of the so-
called Armistice. Two hundred and eighty-eight South Korean service members, as well,
have lost their lives. In the process, North Korea sacrificed 889 of its own forces. For to
them as with all Communists, life of an individual is not worth a cent.

This is the challenge, if you are a member of a post or a chapter, if you are a son, a
daughter, a cousin, an aunt, or an uncle. Here today in this building is a Korean War
commemoration table display. Some of our hardworking committee members are there
waiting to sign you up. It’s the easiest thing in the world. And free! The only thing we ask
is a commitment to do something in the next year and to say, “God bless you, Korean War
veterans, for what you did, for the freedom that you preserved for the Republic of Korea,
and also for the freedom of the Western World.” Had we not stopped Communism there,
who knows where we’d be today.

God bless you all for what you do. You are patriots to the bone. Let your patriotism
show in this way. God bless our Korean War veterans.

Report: National Commander
Richard Santos, Maryland, National Commander

When elected your National Commander, I asked you reach out in all directions to
assist our Nation’s veterans, their families, and people of our communities, states, and
nation. From the grass roots level to the National level, Legionnaires, volunteers, and staff
have worked together to serve this Nation’s veterans and their families.

This year’s accomplishments are indications of your dedication, service, and
commitment to persist in the face of adversity. Ronald Reagan expressed this well when he
said, “Above all, we must realize that no arsenal or no weapon in the arsenals of the world
is so permittable as the will and moral courage of free men and women.” It is a weapon our
adversaries in today’s world do not have.

We have stood tall in protecting the American flag from desecration. Americans
overwhelmingly favor of a passage of a Constitutional Amendment allowing Congress to
enact laws to protect our beloved flag. With the flag in mind, I share a poem by Edgar A.
Guest, titled 4 Creed:

A Creed

Lord, let me not in service lag.
Let me be worthy of our flag.
Let me remember when I’m tired.
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The sons heroic who have died.

In freedom’s name and in my way,
Teach me to be as brave as they.
In all I am, in all I do,

Unto our flag, I will be true.

For God and country, let me stand
Unstained of soul, clean of hand.
Teach me to serve, and guard in love,
That starry flag that flies above.

First, it was the flag. Now it’s the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag that is under attack.
The 9% Circuit Court of Appeal of San Francisco has ruled the that the Pledge of Allegiance
is unconstitutional. We live in a strange world when saying a Pledge is not speech but
burning the flag is speech. The courts may be confused, but we’re sure not.

The American Legion has filed an Amicus Curiae, friend of the court brief, asking that
the Pledge ruling be reversed. A copy of the brief is available in the Headquarters office area
at the Americanism Committee. If the 9 Circuit Court ruling is allowed to stand, millions
of American school children will be denied the right to recite the Pledge because it offends
one atheist and two judges. If the judges had read the Declaration of Independence with its
references to God, the Creator and Divine Providence, it would have been clear to them that
our founding fathers did not intend for America to be an atheistic nation. The American
Legion will stand with American people all the way to the Supreme Court, if necessary, to
correct this brave injustice. And we will!

2001-2002 was a banner year for the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation. With
total contributions exceeding $789,000, and $547,375 awarded to 20 nonprofit
organizations, this is the largest amount ever granted by the foundation. Junior Shooting
Sports Program is the fastest growing youth program. Over 1,350 junior shooters entered
postal competitions this past year, culminating in the Annual Junior Air Rifle National
Championships in Colorado Springs, Colorado.

For the first time in the 65-year history of the program, the Department of Alabama
sponsored the National Oratorical Contest champion, Candice Neal. In aggregate, over the
years, over $2,000,000 in scholarships have been awarded. Five thousand students competed
this past year in the contest. American Legion Baseball showed an increase in teams and
players in 2002. American Legion Baseball involved nearly 94,000 piayers on 5,200 teams.
The program engaged an additional 15,000 American Legion coaches and managers.

You raised over $105,000 for The American Legion September 11 Memorial
Scholarship Fund. The money will help pay educational cost for children of service men and
women who lost their lives in the countries War on Terrorism. The fund-raising efforts
continue as much more is need to sustain this scholarship program.

More than 24,000 high school junior boys experienced state government and federal
government firsthand in 2002, thanks to The American Legion’s Boys State and Boys
Nation Programs. We have refined strong morally and financially in our support for th Boy
Scouts of America. At the end of 2001, members of The American Legion family chartered
2,525 scouting units that served 73,647 young men and women.

Last year in San Antonio, I challenged you to raise funds for the National Emergency
Fund. The National Commander’s challenge goal was to raise $500,000, by August 1, 2002.
You met and you exceeded the goal with donations in the amount of $528,000. For the first
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time fund reserves exceed $1.1 million dollars which are available to respond to the need
of the Legion family.

On behalf of those needy families, I thank you. For The American Legion, indeed, does
take care of its own. As of this day, our 2002 membership is 2.7 million. That is more than
60,000 more this time than last year. Seven Departments obtained an all-time high in
membership. This is the highest total since 1947. And five Departments achieved 100% or
more of their goals through the traditional membership effort. A large portion of the
membership goals was achieved through the unswerving commitment of Ric’s Retrievers
and the Gold Brigadiers. There were 5,500 Ric’s Retriever pins issued. Each pin represented
five new members. There were 175 Gold Brigade winners, each of whom recruited at least
50 new members.

We expanded the Reconnect effort. We recently participated in a DoD transitional
assistance conference in New Orleans, Louisiana, which included representatives from all
branches of service from around the world. Our efforts in Post development have led to 56
newly formed or revitalized Posts.

Through our Legislative and Veteran Affairs and Rehabilitation Divisions, The:
American Legion was very proactive and accomplished the following:

1. Testified at 31 Congressional hearings

2. Lobbied for an additional $417 million for VA funding in the Emergency
Supplemental Appropriations for FY 2002.

3. Successfully lobbied against VA’s budget recommendation to initiate a $1,500
deductible for Priority Group 7 veterans.

4. Successfully lobbied against VA’s recommendation to transfer the Veterans
Employment and Training Services from the Department of Labor to VA.

5. Lobbied for an increase in VA medical care funding. That is included in the Senate
Appropriation Committee recommendation for the VA, HUD, and independence
agencies appropriations of FY 2003.

6. Lobbied the President’s Task Force to Improve Health Care Delivery for Our
Nation’s Veterans, for medicare reimbursement authority, for VA, and increase
sharing between VA and DoD.

7. Lobbied for reform of the Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services, also
known as CARES, the process to include state folders such as The American Legion
in the final decision making.

The Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Program provides a comprehensive network
of volunteer and professional service officers at the Posts, Counties, Districts, Departments,
National Level. At the present time there are 1,161 accredited professional service officers
throughout the United States, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Philippines, and Italy to furnish direct
assistance to veterans, their dependants, and their survivors to claims of Federal and State
benefits.

The American Legion was founded in 1919 to care for those who suffered from
wounds, disease, and want. Our Service Officers carry on that tradition through their
dedication, professional service, and commitment. The American Legion was once again
very successful in advocating for improved educational assistance for veterans. The
President signed into law the Veterans Education and Benefits Expansion Act 2001 on
December 27", 2001. This new law increased the monthly rate from $672 to $800 for
approved full-time program under the Montgomery GI Bill, for those serving on active duty
three years or more. It also increased the monthly rate for approved full time program for
those with two year obligated period of active duty from $546 to $650, beginning January
1, 2002. The full time rate will increase to $732 during FY 2003 and to $4,800 in FY 2004.




54

Proceedings of Tuesday, August 27, 2002

The American Legion also advocated a request to accelerate payment of all educational
monthly benefits any time after a veteran meets the criteria for eligibility for financial
payments. In response Public Law 107-103 was enacted. The American Legion supported
legislation seeking a license or credential to use educational benefits to pay for the cost of
taking any written or practical test or other measuring device. Public Law 106-419 revised
the law to include certain licensing and certification tests as programs of education.

Concurrent Receipt was, and remains, a legislative and National Security priority. The
American Legion will continue to advocate full Concurrent Receipt of military retirement
pay for longevity and VA disability compensation. Disabled military retirees are the only
group of former Government employees who essentially pay for their own disability
compensation. The House version would provide Concurrent Receipt for severely disabled
retirees rated 60% and higher for disability. The Senate wants to pay a full reimbursement
up front. A conference committee meets next month to resolve this issue. We’ve got to big
difference. If the 60% and higher version is adopted, The American Legion will be back next
year fighting for Concurrent Receipt for those military veterans rated 10% to 50%.

The President’s Advisors have said—how can they advise if they don’t do it
right—they would recommend a Presidential veto to any Concurrent Receipt revision. We
have urged the President not to veto Concurrent Receipt in any form. We did this on behalf
of the hundreds of thousands of disabled retirees who have earned their retirement pay and
are owed their disability compensation.

Speaking of bad advice from advisors, $275 million in VA funding in the Emergency
Supplemental Bill for FY 2002, is now somewhat questionable, as you have heard, because
of the President’s promise not to spend $5.1 billion of the funding. Once again, veterans
have been placed between Congress and the President over spending priorities. Lack of
funding for VA reminds me of a passage, and I quote, “Affordability was not an issue when
we were called to active duty.” I say that it should not be an issue when that same grateful
nation is called upon to fulfill its promises to those who served in a time of war. Plain and
simple.

National security remains a top priority of The American Legion. With the end of the
USSR many thought that world peace was at hand. But on September 11, terrorists struck
without warning and our President declared a War on Terrorism and initiated a Homeland
Defense. Our men and women in uniform responded with valor, not only in far away
Afghanistan, an unconventional war, but also here on the home front.

Once again, our military has made us proud of them and has made us proud to be
Americans. The American Legion continues to press Congress for quality of life, readiness,
and modernization issues that are important to all of our military and their families.

As veterans who have fought in hot and cold wars, we know what it takes to remain as
a strong nation. The Blue Star Service Banner was first hung in windows in World War [ to
honor a son, daughter, father, and mother serving in the military. Our organization was
formed following the war to end all wars. It is appropriate that The American Legion has
brought back this powerful symbol. Today, Blue Star Service Banners are hung in windows
all over America. But you took it one step further by getting corporate and civic America
involved. Governments and businesses that employ recalled military Reservist and National
Guardsmen are supporting the War on Terrorism with their own Blue Star Service Flags
flying over hundreds of buildings.

Because of your boundless efforts, Americans are once again aware of and proud of the
sacrifices of our military service members. All over America you renewed your dedication
to the Family Support Network. Your efforts ensured that families of active duty, Reserves,
and Guard suddenly facing long deployments had what they needed to survive. Whether it
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was mowing the yard, providing childcare, giving financial aid, or delivering groceries,
Legionnaires took care of business.

Did The American Legion experience a truly successful year? I truly believe that we
did. T submit one description of success that may apply to our administration for 2001-2002.
The submission is a passage often attributed to Ralph Waldo Emerson named, This is to
Have Succeeded.

This is to Have Succeeded

To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and the affection
of children; to earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of
false friends; to appreciate beauty, to find the best in others; to leave the world a
little better; whether by a healthy child, a garden patch or a redeemed social
condition; to know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This
is the meaning of success.

And again, I think we have succeeded. I thank each and every one of you for permitting
me to serve as your National Commander. It has been an honor that I will always cherish.
The courtesies, friendships, and considerations provided by you to Linda and me, and to Joe
Miller, my aide, and to his wife Chris, shall always be remembered.

This had truly been a very productive and successful year for The American Legion
because of the vast numbers of Legionnaires and their families who have reached out in all
directions. We have accomplished our goals through Americanism, Children and Youth,
National Security, Foreign Relations, and Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, the four
piliars of The American Legion. We have truly touched the lived of our nation’s veterans
and their families and the people of our communities, states, and nations. God bless you,
God bless America and God bless The American Legion as we continue out in all directions
serving America.

I now call on National Adjutant Robert Spanogle of the Department of Michigan to
issue the Call for Convention.

Call for Convention
Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan, National Adjutant

The call for the 84® Annual National Convention of The American Legion. By the
authority of the National Executive Committee, the 84™ Annual National Convention of The
American Legion is hereby called to meet in Charlotte, North Carolina on August 27%-29th,
2002. The Convention business sessions will be held in the Charlotte Convention Center,
Hall A. Lower Lobby Level.

Purpose

The Annual National Convention is the legislative body of The American Legion. The
Convention is called for the purpose of setting the program of The American Legion for the
ensuing year amending the National Constitution and By-Laws and for the transaction of
such other business as may be brought before it. At 12:00 noon of the final session or at the
conclusion of all business of the National Convention, which ever first occurs on Thursday,
August 29%, 2002, officers for the ensuing year will be elected. These being the National
Commander and the five National Vice Commanders in that sequence.
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Representation
Representation in the National Convention shall be by Department and in accordance
with the provisions of the National Constitution. (Section 3, Article V)

Vote

“...Each department shall be entitled to five delegates and one additional delegate for
¢ach 1,000 members or major fraction thereof whose current dues have been received by the
National Treasurer 30 days prior to the meeting of said Convention July 29%, 2002, and
whose registration fees as fixed by the National Executive Committee for its total authorized
delegate strength have been paid and one alternate for each delegate.” (Section 3, Article V)

In addition to the above, the members of the National Executive Committee arc
delegates to the National Convention with vote which shall be exercised with the respected
Departments except that the vote of National Commander shall be exercised only in his
capacity as Chairman of the National Convention (Section 3, Article VII)

“Each duly registered delegate shall be entitled to one vote.” (Section 4, Article V)

Delegates to the National Convention shall be accredited in writing to the National
Adjutant in the number and manner prescribed by Article V of the National Constitution.
The rights of Departments to make accredited substitutes for absentee delegates or alternate
delegates shall be recognized by the National Adjutant provided it says substitution shall be
officially certified by the Department Commander and Department Adjutant at the time of
the certification required by the National Constitution or at any time prior to the
adjournment of the first session of the National Convention.

Alternates
Alternates shall have the power to vote only in the absence of regular delegates. The
selection of alternates to represent absent delegates is a matter for decision within the
respected delegations. The vote of any registered delegate absent or not represented by an
alternate shall be cast by the majority of the registered delegates present from his or her
Department.

National Executive Committee
A meeting of the new National Executive Committee will be held at the call of the
National Commander with 24 hours after the adjournment of the National Convention as
provided by the National By-Laws.

Department Officials
The Department official, unless elected or alternates to The National Convention, have
no privilege in the Convention except as a guest of their respective delegates.

Convention Committees

Each Department is entitled to one delegate for each of the following committees:
Americanism
Children & Youth
Constitutional Amendments
Credentials and Internal Affairs

Credentials and other Internal Matters,

(Section I & II)

Membership (Section 1)
Economic



57

Proceedings of Tuesday, August 27, 2002

Employment & Veterans Preference
Other Economic Matters

Finance

Foreign Relations

Legislation & Rules

National Security Committee; Joint Meeting (Includes
Aerospace, Defense, Civil Preparedness, Law and
Order, Merchant Marine, Military Affairs, Naval
Affairs)

Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
Claims Rating
Hospital and Medical Services

Mr. Commander, that concludes the call for the 84™ Annual National Convention.
NATL COMDR SANTOS: I now declare the 84™ Annual National Convention of The
American Legion to be regularly convened.

Certificate of Appreciation
Richard J. Santos, Maryland, National Commander

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The man who has served as our National Chaplain this year
is truly dedicated to the principle of “God and country.”He has been involved with The
American Legion since 1987. He is a long time member of the Chapel of Four Chaplains and
serves as the Virginia State Chaplain for that organization. He teaches Systematic Theology
at the Fredericksburg Bible Institute and Seminary and is the former pastor of the
Comerstone Baptist Church in Falmouth, Virginia. It is an honor for me to present to Dr.
Russell a certificate marking his year as our National Chaplain,

And the certificate reads: “Certificate of appreciation, presented to Dr. David F.
Russell, appointed and served as National Chaplain of The American Legion, 2001-2002.
Given in recognition of faithful and honorable service to The American Legion.”

Dr. David F. Russell, thank you. Those who were at the memorial service on
Sunday-in fact, I think we probably had the largest turnout in many a good time-—observed
and participated in a class ceremony. That was due to the untiring efforts of Dr. Russell. The
message he had for us, I ask all of you to heed. I think he was right on the money. We are
going to have to pay attention to what we are doing day in and day out. Make sure God is
a part of your life.

Dr. Russell, thank you for your service as National Chaplain during the year 2001-
2002. We appreciate it. We're honored to have you with our team.

NCHAP RUSSELL: I'd like to thank [the Department of] Virginia because they are the
ones that started me in this direction. I want to make one correction to what the Commander
said, and you better be very careful when you correct the Commander, but I am still the
Pastor of Cornerstone Baptist Church. At least I was when I left last Sunday. Thank you very
much for the opportunity in serving you. It has been a great honor. And I thank the
Commander for this appointment. God bless you.
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Presentation: Plaque to the City of San Antonio, Texas
For the 2001 National Convention
Ray G. Smith, North Carolina, Past National Commander

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Now I call on Past National Commander Ray Smith to
present the Plaque of Appreciation to the City of San Antonio, Texas for hosting the 2001
National Convention.

PNC RAY SMITH: It truly is an honor for me to be here this morning to make this
presentation. Last year in San Antonio, Texas we had an outstanding Convention. Our host
city was on top of everything and everything went great. I think it’s only fitting that we show
our appreciation by making this presentation this morning. It is an honor for me to give this
plaque to John Morris from Texas on behalf of myself and hosting the 2001 National
Convention in San Antonio, Texas.

“In appreciation of the hospitality of the city of San Antonio and to commemorating
the 83™ Annual National Convent of The American Legion, San Antonio, Texas, 2001,
signed by Ray G. Smith, National Commander, as attested by Robert W. Spanogle, National
Adjutant.”

Please present this to the city of San Antonio on our behalf, and express to them our
appreciation for hosting such a great Convention.

JOHN MORRIS: It is an honor to have the opportunity to accept such an appreciation
award for such a fine city such as San Antonio, Texas. On behalf of the Mayor and the city
of San Antonio, the Texas National Convention Corporation, and the delegates and members
from the great state of Texas, we thank you and we will put this in the right place. I will
present it to the city of San Antonio at my earliest convenience. I hope you enjoyed it. I
know you didn’t get rained out. You might have sweated it out, We will be looking forward
to you coming back to Texas one of these days. Again thanks for coming and all of the
hospitality that was afforded, the friendship that we had while you were there and the new
friends that we met and the comradery with the ones we had that we knew.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Now it is my honer to present to you the newly elected
National Commander of the Sons of The American Legion. He is a member of Hickory
Squadron 48 in Hickory, North Carolina. His tireless work has made huge membership
progress at home and he plans to take that progress across the land in the months ahead.
Welcome Commander Steve Laws of North Carolina.

Address: Sons of The American Legion
Steve Laws, North Carelina
Newly Elected National Commander

It is with great pride that I stand before you today as the National Commander of the
Sons of The American Legion. It is indeed an honor for me to have this privilege.

As we begin a new year with The American Legion family, I know I have big shoes to
fill. Mr. Commander Smith just finished a great year in this organization.

My theme for the coming year will be called Teamwork, Building a Better American
Legion Family. You may say, Commander, how do you propose to build a better American
Legion family? We do this by asking someone to join this great organization, The American
Legion, the Auxiliary, and the Sons of The American Legion. Then we give them the best
training that our organizations have to offer, plus getting them involved in our programs. I
think today one of the problems we’ve been having in losing our members, is we haven’t
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been giving enough training or getting them involved in the programs of this great
organization.

1 know that the Sons of The American Legion as a part of this great American Legion
Family we must help lead the fight to make sure that all of our veterans receive the care that
they so justly deserve. We must do this by helping lead the fight to raise the funds, if need
be. We must visit the VA Hospitals. I know that my goal this year is to have a VAVS rep
in every single veterans’ hospital in this great country. And I know that we can do this. It
is just going to take a little effort on each of our parts.

I had an opportunity to visit a veterans hospital in the great state of Ohio. As [ was
walking through that VA hospital, seeing some of the people that had been there 30 and 40
years, I ran across a young man. I say he was a young man, he was 93 years old, sitting in
a wheelchair at a desk . He had a liitle job to do that day. He was checking people as they
went in and out of the library. I walked over to him and introduced myself to him and told
him who I was, what we were doing there.

He reaches into his coat pocket and he pulls out a little black book that he had in his
left-hand pocket. On the very first page when he opened it up, sealed in plastic, I saw he was
a life member of the DAV, he was a life member of the VFW, and had been a member of
The American Legion for 60 years. If that don’t break your heart to see someone like that.
He told me there that day, “You know, I’ve outlived all of my family. They have their
cemetery but out there is where I'm going to be laid to rest because I have no place else to
go.” Those are the type of people, if that don’t break your heart, or give you some meaning
of care that our veterans need, then you’re pretty cold. Because that to me is what we’re all
about.

Just for a second I'll give you some of the accomplishments that have been done this
past year by the Sons of The American Legion. We donated over 359,760 to Special
Olympics, with 14,397 hours of service. We donated $90,944 to the Children’s Miracle
Network, with 7,233 of service. Once again, the Sons of The American Legion was the
largest contributor to the Child Welfare Foundation, as the Sons of The American Legion
donated $268,000 to this most worthwhile organization.

I know that next year we’ve set goals to raise our memberships to the 275,000 mark.
We are about 262,00 this year. Also, we’ve set a goal to raise another $275,000 for the Child
Welfare Foundation. And I've been told that $300,000 is not out of the question. I hope with
your help and with this great organization called The American Legion family that | know
that we will accomplish all of our goals.

Now, I introduce to you some people that are here with me today. First, [ have my wife
Linda; our National Adjutant Mr. Brian O’Hearne; and Past National Commander Cliff
Smith. Have a most successful Convention.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Good luck to you Commander Laws.

We have come to the time in our Convention schedule when we are honored by the
presence of representatives of veterans organizations in other nations. I'm here to testify to
you that we visited all of the nations that are represented that have speakers here today.
During our visitations, they provided safety and comfort second to none. They took care of
this National Commander, the staff, and family. And within their presence I thank them for
that privilege of being with them and their courtesy extended to us during our visitation.

Our first guest comes from Canada. He is the Dominion President of the Army, Navy
and Air Force Veterans in Canada, and a man dedicated to veterans. Welcome Bob Cassels.
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Address: Bob Cassels
Dominion President Army, Navy, Air Force Veterans in Canada

Let me commend you and all of the members of The American Legion for the programs
in place for the youth that we’ve seen this morning and also your support of the military and
their families that you’ve done by the programs, the cutting of grass, painting, fixing cars.
Also the work you do for the veterans. It is an honor for me today to bring greetings from
Canada’s oldest veterans organization. The organization started back in 1840, and we’ve had
our progress along. We became Army, Navy, Air Force in 1946. Some mornings after being
at these Conventions I think I was there when they started!

This morning you paid tribute to Judge Dan Foley who was the President of
ANIVICUS for many years, I believe, started back in the 1970s. He’s done a fine job over
all of those years. He’s been a good friend to myself and other presidents of the Army, Navy,
and Air Force Veterans in Canada. I know he will be sadly missed by all of you here in the
United States and us in Canada.

In the past few days, I've had the opportunity to attend some of your meetings. Believe
me, I find it just as if I were back in Canada attending some of our caucus meetings and
committee meetings. We in Canada, in the past few months, since the beginning of the year
have been meeting with our Minister of Veterans Affairs, his Deputy Minister, and members
of his committees, over issues that we are concerned with for our veterans and the people
now serving in Canada’s Armed Forces.

They’ve started a committee called the Canadian Advisory Council through Veterans
Affairs, for the people serving in the Canadian Forces today. I’ve been appointed a member
of that committee and we travel to the different Army bases across Canada. We have been
conveying to the people there what benefits are available to them, how they can apply, and
that we’re there for assistance ourselves. The Royal Canadian Legion in Canada have people
serving on the committee. If anyone is in doubt and they don’t know who to contact they can
contact one of our associations. We can steer them in the proper direction and help them get
through the paperwork so that they can get the benefits they deserve.

We’ve been dealing on three issues with them, one being long term care. We’ve asked
them to set 2 standard of care for all of Canada. And we will supply people to help monitor
for them in the different Provinces. They’ve hired a company out of Ottawa and they are
going to set up a standard of care. It will be passed out to every hospital that looks after our
veterans and those serving in the Forces. They have invited us, the two veterans associations,
who also have people assist with that.

Another one we’re working on is the VIP Program. The VIP program we have in place
in Canada is for the veterans who are not hospitalized but can remain in his own residence.
His wife will be looking after him, helping with his care and the Government subsidizes for
snow removal, grass cutting, painting, maintenance around the house, if they need walkways
for wheelchairs, whatever, they will look after all of that for them. And if a veteran passes
away on the 12™ month, like the tick of a clock, the Government stops that payment. His
surviving spouse is left with nothing.

We’re now saying to the government in Canada, you owe it to that individual to do that
for her for the remainder of her years because she has saved the Government, I don’t know
how much money over the years, by looking after her spouse in their residence. If they were
to put him in the hospital, you’d be looking at probably $4,000 to $5,000 that they would
pay monthly at a minimum to have the veteran in the hospital. They get away sometimes
with paying $1,000 to $1,500. So we’re saying these people deserve some recognition for
looking after their spouse for the many years for something that they deserve.
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The other one we worked on was the POW compensation. We’re very successful a year
ago on getting compensation for the Merchant Marines. The Merchant Navy had served
during the war and had no compensation. In 1990, we were able to get them veterans’
benefits but no cash. They then could also apply for a pension but when they got out of the
Forces, the regular Forces people got a cash payment and were given the right to continue
their education via the Veteran’s Land Act. So these Merchant Navy personnel never got
that. So they got a cash settlement depending on their years of service. Also, if they were
taken as a prisoner of war they got an extra 20%. We got them in the neighborhood of
$105,000,000 settlement to go between the 7,000 some odd people that were involved in the
Merchant Navy still living or surviving spouse.

I’d like to thank you for your time and for the great hospitality that my wife Lisa and
1 have received. I'm looking forward to seeing Ric at our convention in Edmonton, Alberta.
1'd also like to thank Jim and Stella. We will see that the hospitality is just as good.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Our next guest comes from a nation that shares The
American Legion passion of caring for those with whom we’ve served. He is the Secretary-
General of the Veterans Affairs Commission for the Republic of China, General Gong, Yi-
min.

Address: Gong Yi-Min
Secretary-General Veterans’ Affairs Commission

Thank you for this very warm welcome and kind introduction, my fellow veterans. On
behalf of my General Yang Te-chih, chairman of the Veterans Affairs Commission of the
Republic of China, I bring to you greetings and congratulations on the occasion of your 84®
Annual National Convention.

I am very pleased to be in the company of this distinguished group of American
veterans, who have devoted their untiring efforts to the causes of justice, freedom and
democracy. Your sacrifices and coniributions to the security of the Free World can never be
repaid. You have been the vanguard upholding traditional American values by ensuring that
vour veterans, their widows, dependents and orphans receive proper care and just treatment.
Your organization is committed to community service and has earned respect and acclaim
at home and abroad. Youhave always remained vigilant and have passed resolutions at each
year’s National Convention fo remind your Congressmen of the importance of national
security and defense.

Today, we are very proud to be here to salute your efforts and sacrifices. We come to
learn from your successes. We come to renew our friendship and comradeship. We are
especially pleased with the close association between our two organizations over the last
four decades, because our association has been based on the solid foundation of common
goals and ideals. Last November National Commander Santos completed the annual
American Legion visit to the Republic of China, which has brought the relations between
our two organizations even closer.

The people of the Republic of China especially wish to thank The American Legion for
the encouragement you have given our country through your National Convention
resolutions over these many years. Your support for diplomatic recognition of the Republic
of China, sales of advanced weapons and technology to our country, and re-entry of the
Republic of China into the United Nations are deeply appreciated by our countrymen. We
will continue the exchanges of visits and information, as we have in the past. We will open
our arms to welcome you whenever you come to Taiwan, your home away from home.

In closing, I give you my best regards for a most successful 84"Annual National
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Convention, and I wish each of you the best of health, happiness and success.

Now, I present National Commander Santos with the Order of the Cloud and Banner
with Cravat on our government’s behalf. I give the floor to my colleague, Jonathan, who will
read the citation accompanying the award of that special medal.

JONATHAN: It is my great honor to read a citation accompanying the award:

Mr. Richard Santos, National Commander of The American Legion, has

distinguished himself by his outstanding contributions to the promotion of friendly

relations between the people’s of the United States of America and the Republic

of China, and to the enhancement of its ties and cooperation between the veterans

of our two countries. In appreciation of his meritorious service, National

Commander Santos is presented the Order of the Cloud and Banner with Cravat

by the government of the Republic of China in accordance with Article 11 of

Armed Forced Declaration Regulations signed by Chen Shui-bian, President; Yu

Shyi-kun, Premier; and Tang Yiau-ming, Minister of National Defense, August,

2002.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: National Executive Committeeman from Alaska, Jimmy
Foster and Commander Chuck Unsworth please join me on stage.

The International Amity Award

In grateful recognition of outstanding service in the field of veterans affairs, and for
contributions made in the development of internation goodwill and comradeship
between The American Legion and wartime allies of the Veterans Affairs
Commission, Republic of China. Awarded by the National Commander of The
American Legion with advice and consent of the National Executive Committee to
General Gong, Yi-min.

Another group of individuals with a strong commitment to veterans are the men and
women of the Royal British Legion. They are committed to helping to relief hardships for
veterans and their families. They are committed to assisting those serving in the military
today and helping them with the return to civilian life. We are honored to have comrades in
Great Britain who understand service to others.

With us today is the Chairman of the Royal British Legion. He served in a Royal Air
Force in the late 1950s. He is a community activist and a freelance broadcaster and
journalist. Welcome [an Cannell.

Address: Ian Cannell
The Royal British Legion

I count it as a considerable privilege to be allowed the opportunity to address the
Convention—we call them conferences, you call them conventions—of this great
organization. I want to thank you all for the warmth of your welcome to Molly and me since
we arrived yesterday.

It is always good to be invited to address gatherings where people understand what
you’re saying. When I attended the conference of the Commonwealth Ex-Services League
they spoke English. The Royal Canadian Legion speaks English. The American Legion
speaks, uh, well, I'm not sure really.

In the United Kingdom, we’re used to hearing about the special relationship that exists
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between us and the United States, that we’re traditionally the closest of allies and so on. It
was with some interest that [ went to the Convention of the Royal Canadian Legion. I heard
a speaker from the United States—no, it wasn’t your National Commander—telling them
that America’s closest ally is undoubtedly Canada and they shouldn’t believe anything else.
Well, I suppose from time to time we all tailor our remarks to suit the audience.

National Commander, it is good that major ex-service and veterans organizations like
ours talk to each other in order to gain a better understanding of the challenges facing us all
and how we meet them in our different ways. We're not so large as you. We have about
600,000 members. But we still have as many members as owr main political parties put
together. The Conservative Party recently elected a new leader, lan Duncan Smith, not,
perhaps, as well known yet as his one time predecessor, Margaret Thatcher, but elected, we
were told, by the Party’s 300,000 members. The ruling Labor Party is much the same. The
Royal British Legion is still one of the largest membership organizations in the land.

We do our work in a rather different way to you, in that in addition to being a
campaigning and lobbying organization, we also deliver welfare assistance directly to
veterans and their dependents through our network of volunteer caseworkers and staff
officers in each county. The Legion is represented in virtually every town and village
through its 3,000 Branches—you call them Posts. You may be interested to know that we
have three of those branches here in the United States, one in California, in San Francisco;
one in Deerfield Beach, Florida; and the other in Philadelphia. Only three, so there’s no
danger of us taking you over yet.

With the help of all those branches and identifying those in need, we’re able to meet
around 300,000 calis for help each vear at a cost equivalent to about $60,000,000. We raise
this money ourselves through a comprehensive program of fund-raising, of which the poppy
appeal is largest single contributor, raising about half of what we need. The rest comes from
a variety of sources, legacies, direct marketing, sponsorship, high profile fund-raising events
of all kinds, lotteries, indeed all of the devices employed by the evermore professional
charity fund-raising business.

As a campaigning organization, we’ve had several major successes in recent times.
Following the example of our colleagues in Canada, we have persuaded our Government to
pay a special gratuity of £10,000 sterling to former Far Eastern prisoners-of-war and
widows. We have reintroduced the two minute silence on the 11% of November, the
traditional Armistice Day, as a moment of reflection, regardless of the day of the week of
which it falls. That’s now observed by three quarters of the population. At long last, we’ve
persuaded our Government to appoint a Minister for Veterans Affairs within the Ministry
of Defense. At the moment, this doesn’t carry quite as broad a political base as it does for
example, here in the United States, but it’s a start and definitely a step in the right direction.

Currently, we’re working closely with agencies here in the United States to make
progress on the vexed question of Guif War illness. The Royal British Legion recently
sponsored a very successful joint presentation and hearing with the United States
Congressional Subcommittee on National Security and Veterans Affairs and International
Relations. That was held in London, actually at the House of Lords, to move the battle
forward. We’re hoping very much that this initiative and others, many of them funded by
your former presidential candidate Mr. Ross Perot, who has taken a very close personal
interest in the subject, that they will be helpful in persuading our Government to hold a
public inquiry into the whole matter.

As with similar organizations, the demand for our welfare services is increasing as
veterans and their dependents get older. We estimate that a quarter of our whole population
is still eligible to seek our help, if required. There’s no danger of working ourselves out of
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a job.

As I travel around, I've been interested to learn that whilst our approach may be
different, the challenges facing the ex-service community around the world have many
similarities. Opportunities like this enable us to learn from each other, and that knowledge
will help deliver that sort of care to our veterans that they deserve.

National Commander, I have been privileged to meet both you and your distinguished
predecessor, Ray Smith, in London. I congratulate The American Legion on its many
achievements and I welcome the opportunity today to bring you all of the warmest greetings
from your colleagues in the Royal British Legion.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: We often hear Canadians referred to as our neighbors to the
north. More than a half-million of those neighbors are members of The Royal Canadian
Legion. Their services and goals are very similar to ours. They fight to assure adequate
pensions and other well-earned benefits for veterans and their families in Canada. They act
as an advocacy agency on behalf of pensioners. And, the Legion deals directly with the
federal government to ensure ex-military personnel and their families are treated fairly.
Besides sharing a long, unprotected border, American veterans also share a comradeship
with Canada’s veterans.

It is my pleasure to introduce to you Dominion Vice President of The Royal Canadian
Legion, Wilfred Edmond.

Address: Wilfred Edmond
Dominion Vice President
The Royal Canadian Legion

1 bring you greetings from the Dominion President of the Royal Canadian Legion and
the 460,000 members of our organization who serve our veterans and our communities from
coast to coast, in the true north, strong and free. [ am honored to be in your presence today
and have been asked to bring you these greetings from our Dominion President.

Just a few short weeks ago, your National Commander stood on the stage in Edmonton,
Alberta to address the delegates of our Dominion Convention. At that time, he noted the ties
between our great nations in war and in peace. It is unfortunate in a way that some of these
ties have been developed under the scourge or war. But that is inevitable when you have two
countries sharing the same continent which believe so strongly in freedom and justice for
all.

Since we went our separate ways so many years ago, we have found that while we may
have some differences in the type of governments that we choose to live under, we still live
with certain principles and values that make us natural allies when push comes to shove.
While you may not like tea anymore and we may not be as observant as you in our overt
expressions in our love to country, we share a lot of common grounds. We have been allies
for years for the common defense of this great continent.

The latest instant of our commitment to our common defense started just less than
a year ago when we were attacked by unconventional forces on September 11%. [ say ‘we’
because 300 Canadians lost their lives that same day. And it doesn’t matter on which side
of the 49" parallel that they were murdered, our way of life was assaulted and we have
responded in more ways than one.

The war on terrorism is one response. | was most impressed with your resolution
number 30 which was passed by your National Executive Committee in May, and the
establishment of an annual A Day To Remember on September 11" of each year. I
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congratulate you on this significant initiative. I especially noted that one of the goals is the
remembrance of those who died so needlessly in the multiple attacks.

In Canada we believe that remembrance itself is an act of patriotism and an act of love
for our country. We believe it shows a resolve and that it promotes peace and goodwill. And
that is why we remember once a year on our National Remembrance Day all those who have
died in the service of Canada and as a result of wars to which we have committed out dearest
resources, our people. It is indicative of the closeness of the bonds we share, that the
Canadian unit deployed to Afghanistan in the War on Terrorism was the 3" Battalion of the
Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry. On the dress uniforms that the unit proudly
wears is the United States Presidential citation for its action in the Korean War.

Since the start of the past century our servicemen and women have fought together in
Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. They have served together on peacekeeping and
peacemaking missions. But as it is often the case, when they come home, they need help,
which is why both of our organizations exist today. And our shared experiences in war and
peace is why we share information to help those who often have to fight the very
governments they serve for benefits and medical treatment.

It is also our shared experiences in the service of our nation that make our organizations
natural allies. Many of our Branches close to the borders gather with yours on aregular basis
to experience comradeship and to serve their communities better. Many of our Branches in
the United States use your facilities to hold their meetings. We are very grateful for that and
we are very grateful that you are our neighbors.

While the respective Governments may have little tiffs from time to time, we all know
that they are tempests and that when they need each other, the other will be there. That, my
friends, is a relationship that is only enjoyed on one continent. May it never change.

We work together in remembrance as well. For two years now we have been working
with you to establish a heritage site on Deadman’s Island off the shores of Nova Scotia. It
is also called Melville Island. It is here that American, French, Canadian service people lie
buried from one war that we didn’t fight together. One day our joint work will lead to proper
- markers for these citizens and that is how it should be.

In closing, let me just say that should we ever have any serious disagreements between
our countries, let’s just settle our differences the way we are doing in the world of sports.
We’ll hire Americans to come to Canada to play baseball and you keep hiring our Canadians
to come to America to play hockey. That way we can both claim the odd World Series
victory and you can have the occasional Stanley Cup. Ifthat doesn’t settle it, comrades, let’s
play football using our three downs and the bigger field.

Thank you, comrades, for your welcome, your hospitality, and for your sacrifice and
initiatives in the pursuit of freedom, justice, and good government. On behalf of my wife and
1, I thank you for your hospitality.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: During my travels, I had the opportunity to visit with many
of our troops serving in Korea. [ also had the pleasure of meeting our next guest while I was
in his country. He and the members of the Korean Veterans Association are hard at work
trying to ensure those who have served, and are serving, in the armed forces of Korea also
are protected and cared for. Please give a warm American Legion welcome to the Chairman
of the Korean Veterans Association, retired General Lee, Sang Hoon, retired.
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Address: General Lee, Sang Hoon
The Korean Veterans Association, President

Before I make a short speech, I will introduce myself to you. During the Korean War,
I participated in the Korean War and then in 1967-68 I participated in the Vietnam War as
a battalion commander in the Korean Tiger Division. So I participated in two wars in the
world. Then [ finished my military service for 38 as a post-war general and the next year |
became the Korean Defense Minister, in 1988.

Yesterday, I met your Vice President, Dick Cheney, at Veterans of Foreign War
Convention in Nashville, Tennessee. When I was Minister of National Security in Korea,
he was the Secretary of Defense of the United States. So we made several meetings and that
was very happy hour to meet him.

On the occasion of the 84 Annual National Convention of The American Legion,
would, first and foremost, on behalf of 6.5 million members of the Korean Veterans
Association, like to extend my sincere congratulations to The American Legion for holding
such a magnificent convention. It is my great pleasure to meet you again after the 82™
National Convention in Milwaukee is 2000, and my honor to say greetings before you. I am
deeply impressed at the progress made by The American Legion under the leadership of
National Commander Santos and man who always works for the world peace.

My special thanks go to this wonderful organization, The American Legion, for
adopting the year 2000 Resolution regarding that the government of the United States
support the North-South Joint Declaration for the cooperation and reconciliation between
two Koreas.

Dear American Legionnaires. You are the veterans who once bravely participated in
many kinds of wars, such as the First and Second World Wars, Korean War, Vietnam War,
Gulf War and many recent wars. You were determined fo sacrifice even your precious lives
for the world peace and the progress of mankind.

There must be Korean War veterans here today. I would like to take this opportunity,
together with all the 47 million Korean people, to express our heartfelt respect to those
Korean War veterans. The words ‘Freedom is not free, forgotten no more’ that are inscribed
in the Korean War Memorial in Washington, D.C., are remembered by hearts of all the
Korean people: Thanks to vour unselfish support, Korea has become one of the best
advanced countries in the world, holding 1988 Olympic Games and 2002 World Cup Games
in Seoul. All the Koreans are so glad that we were able to prove ourselves by showing
developed Korea today that your commitment and sacrifice were not in vain.

Unfortunately, however, there are still tensions and conflicts on the Korean Peninsula.
North Korea has continued to produce weapons of mass destruction and never abandoned
its hostility of communizing the entire peninsula. On June 29th, the North Korean naval ship
fired guns, illegally crossing over the northern limit line against the South Korean ship. This
provocation has made US-Korea relations even stronger and let us reaffirm our commitment
for maintaining world peace. '

There is a no doubt in my mind that not only the South-North dialogue but also the
U.S.-North Korea dialogues are vital for peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula. L hope
that the Bush Administration will pursue the U.S.-North dialog in a more active manner
making North Korea give up its hostility and the day of unification corne nearer.

Dear American Legionnaires. | love this place, the city of commerce and trade growing
rapidly where President James Polk and once Presidential candidate Andrew Jackson were
born. Your warmest hospitality endowed to my party is superb and it will be remembered
forever. May God bless the great organization of The American Legion, and God bless its
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2.9 million members.

MR. HANS SONG: At this time, General Lee, Sang Hoon, the Chairman of the Korean
Veterans Association would like to show our appreciation to the National Commander Ric
Santos.

“In grateful recognition of your dedicated contributions to the support of national
security of the Republic of Korea, and to the promotion of family relations between the two
organizations. General Lee, Sang Hoon, the Chairman of the Korean Veterans Association.”

NATL COMDR SANTOS: “International Amity Award, for grateful recognition of the
outstanding service in the field of veterans affairs and for contributions made in the
development of international goodwill and comradeship between The American Legion and
our wartime allies of the Korean Veterans Association, Republic of Korea, awarded by the
National Commander of The American Legion, with the advice and consent of the National
Executive Committee to General Lee, Sang Hoon, Retired.”

When we returned to Korea our luggage was much heavier than when we lefi for the
gifts they provided to us during our visitation. And in the case of reciprocity, we’d like to
present a gift to General Lee and to his wife.

International Amity Award

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The American Legion is again proud to recognize those
who have set the standard for reflecting the importance of continuous friendship between
the wartime veterans of the Philippines and America. This award is given to individuals in
recognition of outstanding service in the field of veterans affairs and for service and
contribution made in the development of international goodwill and comradeship. This year
we are honoring two such individuals with this prestigious award.

The first award is for Commodore Artemio Araguay from the Philippines. Accepting
on behalf of the Commodore is Brigadier General Delvin E. Lorenzana, Defense and Armed
Force Attache, Embassy of the Philippines.

GEN LORENZANA: Allow me to read the acceptance letter of Commodore Araguay
for this award. Mr. Richard Santos, National Commander of The American Legion:

Dear Commander Santos,

On the outset, I wish to express my sincere appreciation and gratitude for the
great honor brought upon my person by The American Legion for the prestigious
International Amnesty Award. I accept the award, not totally for myself, but for
the Philippine Veterans Affairs office, the Department of National Defense, and
the Government of the Republic of the Philippines as a whole.

Indeed, the award affirms the commitment of the national leadership and The
American Legion to improve the well-being of our veterans, and also to promote
closer relations between the veterans of the Philippines and the United States who
fought side by side during World War I and the Korean War in defense of
freedom and democracy.

It is with deep regret, however, that I am unable to accept the award personally.

I certainly would have received the award myself if not for the unavoidable

engagement which requires my presence in the country. With my highest esteem.

Very truly yours,
Commodore Artemio Araguay
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NATL COMDR SANTOS: “International Amity Award, in grateful recognition of
outstanding service in the field of veterans affairs and for service and contribution made in
the development of international goodwill and comradeship between The American Legion
and our wartime allies of the Philippine Military Academy Alumni Association. Awarded
by the National Commander of The American Legion with the advice and the consent of The
National Executive Committee to Commodore Artemio R. Araguay.” Please accept this on
behalf of the Commodore. We ask you to please ensure it is forwarded to him and presented.

The second individual we honor is Patrick J. Ganio, Sr. “International Amnesty Award
in grateful recognition of outstanding service in the field of veterans affairs and for service
and contribution made in the development of international goodwill and comradeship
between The American Legion and our wartime allies of the American Coalition for
Philipino Veterans Incorporated. Awarded by the National Commander of The American
Legion with the advice and the consent of The National Executive Commiittee to Patrick G,
Ganio, Sr.”

MR. GANIO: Our National Commander Richard Santos of this great organization of
The American Legion, of which up to now [ am still a member of Post 38 in Washington
D.C. In the spirit of The American Legion, I've always continued to serve for our veterans
in the Philippines through my coming here in the United States in Washington D.C.

In that regard my friends I've dedicated myself in the service of the entire nation. In
accepting this award, I look at is as a gift of your love to me and reuniting what modest
contribution and effort I have served for the cause of our fellow veterans, particularly my
fellow veterans in the Philippines. Those who served with us in Bataan, Corregidor and
though the guerilla period and through liberation, where many of us had fought for the same
cause of liberty and democracy and the United States that we love so well.

1 am a Filipino by birth, but I am equally proud to be an American by choice and for
my mother, we have always loved America.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: To our visitors, [ say that America is circled by friends. We
have England on the east flank, we have Canada at the north, we have Korea, Taiwan, and
the Philippines to our west. | think we are encircled by friends.

The Chair recognizes Herman G. Harrington of New York, chairman of the National
Convention Committee on Credentials and Internal Affairs, for a report.

Report: Convention Committee on Credentials and Internal Affairs
(Section I of Convention Committee on Credentials and Internal Affairs)
Herman G. Harrington, New York, Chairman

To the Eighty-fourth Annual National Convention of The American Legion, Charlotte,
North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002. The section on Credentials and Other Internal
Affairs met at 9:00 am., August 25, 2002, in Room 218A & 219A, 2 Level, of the
Charlotte Convention Center.

Herman G. Harrington of New York was elected Chairman, and James C. Young of
Texas was elected Secretary.

It was regularly moved, seconded and carried to accept the Delegate Strength Report
as reported by the Naticnal Adjutant certifying membership 30 days prior to National
Convention. It was regularly moved, seconded and carried that the report be based upon the
provisions of Section 3, Article V, of the National Constitution: Five delegates for each
Department, plus one additional delegate for each 1,000 members or major fraction thereof,
whose current dues have been received by the National Treasurer thirty (30) days prior to
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the opening of the Convention (July 29, 2002); and one alternate for each delegate. In
addition, in accordance with Section 3, Arnticle VII, members of the National Executive
Conumittee which committee includes the National Commander, who exercises his vote only
in his capacity as Chairman of the National Convention, and five (5) national Vice
Commanders are delegates to the National Convention. All living past National
Commanders are members of the National Executive Committee without vote and life
delegates to the National Convention with vote, which is exercised in their respective
Departments. (Voting strength figures attached.)

Motion was adopted by majority vote that the Committee Chairman and Secretary be
authorized to sign the Committee report on behalf of the Committee.

In accordance with the membership report certified to the Convention Committee on
Credentials and Internal Affairs by the National Adjutant on July 29, 2002, and in
accordance with Article V of the National Constitution, the voting strength of the 55
Departments is 3,116 located as follows:

Alabama 31 Montana 18
Alaska 15 Nebraska 62
Arizona 51 Nevada 15
Arkansas 27 New Hampshire 31
California 144 New Jersey 85
Colorado 33  New Mexico 19
Connecticut 36 New York 193
Delaware 17  North Carolina 53
District of Columbia 9 North Dakota 30
Florida 132 Ohio 156
France 9  Oklahoma 39
Georgia 58 Oregon 32
Hawaii 9 Pennsylvania 253
Idaho 19  Philippines g
Ilinois 147 Puerto Rico 15
indiana 136 Rhode Island 16
lowa 77  South Carolina 35
Kansas 55 South Dakota 33
Kentucky 37 Tennessee 41
Louisiana 45  Texas 94
Maine 34 Utah 16
Maryland 87 Vermont 23
Massachusetts 71  Virginia 64
Mexico 7 Washington 46
Michigan 104 West Virginia 34
Minnesota 124 Wisconsin 82
Mississippi 26  Wyoming 14
Missouri 69

CHRMN HARRINGTON: Mr. Commander, as a duly elected and registered delegate
from the Department of New York I move the adoption of this report.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Do I hear a second?

I hear a second from the floor.

Microphone No. |
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DEL CHRMN KNOX: Delegation Chairman from Michigan would request a correction
on the Michigan count. Michigan should be 104.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: You reported 4.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: All in favor so indicate by the usual sign. All opposed? The
report of Credentials and Internal Affairs - Section 1 is adopted

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The Chair recognizes Paul Morin of Massachusetts,
chairman of the National Convention Committee on Legislation and Rules, for the purpose
of making a report.

Report: Convention Committee on Legislation and Rules
Paul A. Merin, Massachusetts, Chairman

The Convention Committee on Legislation and Rules met at 10:00 AM on Sunday,
August 25, 2002 in Room 206A&B, 2™ Level, in the Charlotte Convention Center,
Charlotte, North Carolina Forty-seven (47) delegates assigned to this Convention Committee
were in attendance, plus sixteen (16) guests.

Following the preliminary activities to officially organize the Committee, the
Permanent Chairman and Secretary were duly elected. [, Paul A. Morin, a delegate from the
Department of Massachusetts, was elected Permanent Chairman Claude B. Carpenter, a
delegate from the Department of Arkansas, was elected Permanent Secretary.

The Committee then proceeded to the business agenda by considering the Rules of the
Convention A motion was unanimously approved by the Committee to recormmend the
adoption of the Standing Rules of the Convention as they appear in the Uniform Code of
Procedures for Organizing National Conventions of The American Legion.

Another unanimously approved motion allows the Permanent Chairman and Permanent
Secretary to make technical corrections to the Committee Report, as necessary and
appropriate.

The final unanimously approved motion authorizes the Chairman and Secretary to sign
the report on behalf of the Convention Committee on Legislation and Rules.

The Legislative and Rules Committee did not receive any resolutions for consideration
or action.

Under new business, the Committee heard remarks from the Legislative Director, Steve
Robertson {(LA)After providing updates on pending legislative activities, Committee
attended a briefing on the Legislative Action Center presented by Mark Seavey, Assistant
Director for Grassroots.

The National Legislative Commission presented John Serva (NY) with a memento for
his outstanding work on the National Legislative Council.

The Legislative and Rules Committee would like to offer the Convention Delegates a
brief report on current congressional developments impacting issues of primary interest to
The American Legion.

Neither chambers of Congress has passed their versions of the VA, HUD and
Independent Agencies FY 2003 appropriations bill When Congress returns from the August
recess, the principle focus in both chambers will be finalizing the budget.

Few budget experts expect the budget will be completed before the general elections
in November. It is anticipated that Congress will rely on a series of continuing resolutions
to finance Federal agencies and programs until final funding levels are determined. The
American Legion will closely monitor the budget process and continue efforts to influence
Federal appropriations.

During the recent August congressional recess, Legionnaires from across the country
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are actively lobbying Members of Congress selected to serve as conferees on the National
Defense Authorization Act of FY 2003Contained in this bill are two versions addressing the
issue of concurrent receipt of VA disability compensation and military retirement pay
without the dollar-for-dollar offset. This inequity must be corrected. The American Legion
believes the Senate passed version of this bill is a bold step towards that objective.

Mr. Commander, on September 10, Legionnaires from across the country will
accompany the newly elected National Commander to Capitol Hill. The purpose of this visit
will be to discuss the legislative mandates adopted by the delegates at this National
Convention. The highlight of this event will be the National Commander’s testimony before
a joint session of the congressional Veterans® Affairs Committees.

National Commander Santos, as a duly authorized Delegate to this Convention from
the Department of Massachusetts, I move the adoption of this report and the adoption of the
Standing Rules of the Convention as they appear in the Uniform Code of Procedures for
Organizing National Conventions of The American Legion.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Do I hear a second? All in favor so indicate by the usual
sign. All opposed? The report of Legislation and Rules is adopted.

The Chair recognizes Kenneth Danilson of Iowa, chairman of the National Convention
Committee on Finance, for the purpose of making a report.

Report: Convention Committee on Finance
Kenneth D. Danilson, lowa, Chairman

Forty-four (44) members met at the Charlotte Convention Center, Room 105 at
9:00a.m. Sunday, August 25, 2002 in Charlotte, North Carolina. Paul M. Allen (Minnesota),
National Finance Director, opened the meeting as staff liaison and made general
announcements concerning convention activities.

He then informed the committee that nominations were in order for Chairman and
Secretary. Kenneth D. Danilson (Iowa) was elected chairman and Carl E. Levi (Tennessee)
was elected secretary by unanimous vote.

The chairman introduced the National Treasurer, George A. Buskirk, Jr. (Indiana) who
updated the committee on the status of the U.S. economy and its effect on the investruent
policy of the national headquarters.

He stated the U.S. economy has been focused with a crisis of investor confidence based
on reports of corporate misgovernance and global violence overseas during most of 2002.
The S&P index has lost 13% while NASDAQ has dropped 25% in value.

The economic recovery, now in the process of beginning, should reflect Gross
Domestic Product growth of 6% and while moderate, other signs such as improved corporate
earning and lower levels of inflation coupled with continued high productivity indicate a
much stronger economic environment going into 2003.

The American Legion investment portfolios have remained conservatively invested
throughout this down cycle and income stream remains strong with promising signs that the
investments in our balanced investment policy remain stable.

Treasurer Buskirk then recommended that national dues be set at $9.00. A motion from
Silas Noel (Kentucky) was made that the 2003 per capita dues remain at $9.00. Tony Riley
(Indiana) seconded the motion and it was adopted by unanimous vote.

The Chairman then recognized Dennis Henkemeyer (Minnesota), Chairman of The
American Legion Magazine Commission and Daniel S. Wheeler (Virginia), the acting
publisher of The American Legion Magazine. Mr. Wheeler reported that The American
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Legion Magazine is projecting a year-end surplus of $2,600,000, despite a $500,000 annual
postal increase. This increase was offset by trimming Y off each page, changing from 36#
to 32# paper, and renegotiating the printing and paper contracts.

Mr. Wheeler also reported that advertising sales are up about $1,000,000 and they are
about $400,000 ahead of the budget.

National Finance Director Paul M. Allen reported that the 2001 BKD certified annual
audit, which was distributed to each delegate prior to the convention and published in the
convention program, shows our total assets were at $143,744,871, an 3% increase over last
year. He also informed the committee that our 2001 year end surplus was $2,376,095 and
that we are anticipating a $1,200,000 year-end surplus in 2002. The national financial status
is very sound.

Brad Jorgens (Minnesota) moved to empower the Chairman and Secretary to write
and/or amend the report on behalf of the Convention Committee on Finance. Bobby
Coleman (South Carolina) seconded the motion, which was adopted by unanimous vote.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:36 a.m.

CHRMN DANILSON: As a duly elected delegate from lowa, I move for the approval
of this report.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Do I hear a second? All in favor so indicate by the usual
sign. All opposed? The report of Finance is adopted.

At this time I call on the National Adjutant for Administrative announcements.

Announcement: Robert W. Spanogle
National Adjutant

All the shuttle buses tomorrow morning will started at 6:30 a.m. The Western states
Caucus will be held tomorrow at the conclusion of the Convention which we expect it to be
around 2:00. We appreciate your patience today as we had some weather fronts and some
of our guests could not get in on the airplane and were late at the airport.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Delegates please rise, please join me join me in a salute to
the flag of the United States of America. The time is 3:51 p.m. The Convention will stand
in recess until 9:00 a.m. tomorrow morning, August 28.

...At 3:51 p.m. the Convention recessed to convene the following day, Wednesday,
August 28, 2002, at 9:00 a.m.



73

PROCEEDINGS
SECOND DAY

Wednesday, August 28, 2002

...At 8:30 a.m., the Delegates listened to the Prelude.
...At 9:00 a.m. the Delegates assembled for the second day of the 84" Annual National
Convention and the following proceedings were had:

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The Convention will come to order. With the Colors of our
country being in place right hand salute. Two!

For the Invocation, I will cafl upon our National Chaplain, Reverend David F. Russell
of Post 320 in Spotsylvania, Virginia.

Invecation
David F. Russell, Virginia, National Chaplain

As we bow in prayer this morning, we want to remember the family of Harry Howell
who past away last night. He was the SAL chaplain for Georgia. Also, we want to remember
in prayer, Charlie Williams, the Department of California, who had heart surgery during this
convention. Shail we pray?

Father, we thank You that we could come this morming. We thank You for the activities
that are planned for today. We pray that You guide us and direct us in all of them. We pray
for those who are in need. Those who are sorrowing. We pray that You’ll lay Your hand
upon them and give them comfort and the consolation that they need. We know that You had
promised in Your word the You would never place upon us something that we could not
bear, but you would without all difficulty, heartache, and sorrow give us Your spirit and
Your strength to bear it through.

God be with each of us today. Bless us and strengthen us with that which we do. I bring
honor to Thee, to our country, to our American Legion. For it is in Thy Son’s precious name
we do pray. Amen.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Please remain standing and uncovered join me in the
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States.

... At this time the Delegation recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Please be seated. The Convention is now in session.

We start the second day of business for the 84" National convention of The American
Legion with a special guest. She’s a woman who we all know by watching her grow-up on
television. She’s a talented entertainer, a savvy businesswoman, and a person who truly
believes in making a difference in a child’s life. As the co-founder of the Children’s Miracie
Network she has helped raise $2 billion for children’s hospitals across the country. Before
I invite her up here to speak, I’d like you to watch a short message. Please welcome a New
York Times best selling book author, a wife and a mother of seven beautiful children, Marie
Osmond.
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Special Presentation Children’s Miracle Network
Marie Osmond, Co-Founder and CEO

MARIE OSMOND: I am honored to be here today. Very impressive you are. The spirit
that you have I wish could be passed more contagiously to our children.

I understand that there are 15,000 of you here. That’s almost the size of an Osmond
family reunion. They say a good man is hard to find. I see a couple thousand out here. I was
talking to Mick Shannon who is one of the co-founders of Children’s Miracle Network. I
said that it’s like seeing the stars of the History Channel up close and personal. You're all
out here, you're magnificent.

I am delighted to be here to celebrate an organization that honors the finest men and
women in America. If I look a little extra happy is because of all my seven children, from
preschool to college, started school again this week. What a wonderful institution that is,
isn’t it? It keeps mothers out of institutions. I really believe, don’t you think, they should
increase the school day to 12 hours? I think they should repeat the Pledge of Allegiance for
the first hour of school. Don’t you think? I do. I tease you, of course.

I had a great summer. My husband and I have been blessed incredibly with seven
healthy, beautiful, active children. And I mean active. My 85-year old father was at my
house recently and I caught him pointing the television remote at my kids trying to mute
them, My father was so pleased to hear that I would be here with you today. He is also a
veteran. He was stationed in England during World War IL I get tender about it, he’s a great
man. | had the privilege of performing for several USO tours, including Desert Storm. I stifl
have sand in my hair. .

My father, George and my mother Olive, taught my eight brothers and me the
principles behind service at a very young age. We woke up to reveille every morning, It was
part of our musical training. I understand that my brothers performed for you last night. Did
my brother Wayne tell you any bad jokes. Bad huh? Now you know why I worked with
Donny for so many years. [ tease you. We tease each other a lot. Being the only girl, with
eight brothers, I have seen my share of battles. Let’s just say that I didn’t grow my
fingernails long for looks. You see they’re registered weapons. No, I'm kidding, | use my
teeth.

It was important to my parents that my brothers and I understood the importance of
giving through service to others, not just for my own family or even for the community but
for all people. You veterans exemplify the purpose of service. You each put your lives on
the line to preserve and improve the quality of life for millions of Americans. You’'ve
defended the freedoms and principles that we all enjoy in this great country. It’s impossible
to express enough gratitude for your incredible sacrifice. But what I can thank you for today
is your continuing service. It’s very exciting. I am here today to thank you for including the
Children’s Miracle Network as one of the many causes that you have chosen to champion
and also for the $2.7 million dollars that you worked so hard to raise last year. | also
understand that you are well on your way to doubling that number this year, which is
extremely exciting. I think you should give yourselves a hand for that.

Your support for Children’s Miracle Network makes it possible for CMN to help serve
17 million children each year. With your help there now, 170 hospitals affiliated with CMN
provide quality medical care for all children with any affliction. No child is ever turned
away regardless of the family’s ability to pay. The funds that you have raised support
medical staff, researchers, care givers and help supply these hospitals with state of the art
equipment which saves the lives of children every single day, every hour, every minute. It
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is exciting. It's easy to take healthcare and the health of our children for granted.
Unfortunately good health is a gift not shared by all people.

I recently experienced what it must be like for parents whose children need advanced
medical attention. Over the course of about ten days, five of my seven children needed to
go to the emergency room. One had a case of mysterious hives, my three year-old had an
asthma attack, my eleven year-old broke his collarbone at camp, and then his sister followed
suit a couple days later and broke her collarbone. To top off the week, my five year-old
swallowed three pen light batteries. You should have seen the x-ray. The emergency room
doctor gave me a card and he said, “Here, after nine visits, we’ll stamp it and you can have
the tenth free.” T was so thankful to have medical care nearby and available. By the way
everything came out fine.

Let me tell you about another story that you’re all a part of. There’s a young man who’s
walking around his bedroom, looks over the trophies that he won playing school football,
straightens his Eagle Scout award on the wall, and bounces his worn out basketball for the
last time. As the young man leaves, he gives his globe on his desk one last spin. His father
waits for him in the doorway holding his son’s suitcase and fighting back tears. They’re tears
of joy this time because the young man is heading off to college. When this young boy was
in the eight grade, a cancerous tumor was found in his brain. It was successfully removed
through emergency neurosurgery at Children’s Hospital. This little boy is now in his fifth
year of remission. This young man doesn’t spend much time thinking about when he was
sick. His thankful father does and knows that his son’s life:i§' a ‘miracle. It’s a miracle
provided by the generosity of you, The American Legion, and your ¢fforts on behalf of the
Children’s Miracle Network. The boy’s father didn’t have the finaneial ability to provide his
child with the best care available. That’s where you came in.

I recently read a story that took place during World War I in England. I thought that
it might be appropriate for today. It talked about a.group of soldiers.and ghardians who were
temporarily caring for some of the children who had been separated from their parents. They
noticed that these children were having a very hard time sleeping due to the fears and
uncertainties that were going on. The solution the care takers came up with was to give cach
child a piece of bread to hold as they were drifling off to sleep. It worked. The bread seemed
to carry the message, “You have eaten today and you will eat tomorrow, and we are here for
you.”

I thought this story applies especially to each of you. It may not be bread to give to
children but you can give them the comfort of knowing that someone is making sure that
they’re being taking care of. That’s the gift that you continually give to 17 million children
each and every year to their families in this great country. It’s the gift that you gave to
Shelby Conkle, she’s a 4 year old girl that was born with 2 holes in her heart. After hours
of touch-and-go surgery, her heart was successfully repaired. Her thankful mother told us
at Children’s Miracle Network, that Shelby walks around the house everyday and sings these
Broadway tunes. She’s a little miracle. It’s the support that you gave Cody Landsman, the
eleven year-old girl who made it through life-threatening leukentia with many
complications. Today, Cody is a remarkable honor student.

1 want you to meet someone else whose life you helped save. He’s just turning one year
old. He had already been fortunate to have been bom into a family with a rich American
Legion legacy. Sam Wise came into the world three months premature and instantly began
the battle for his life. He was helped right here in Charlotte at the Children’s Hospital at
Carolina’s Medical Center. This one pound baby boy had the spirit to survive major heart
and intestinal surgery. He had two very delicate surgeries on his eyes. After three months
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of constant struggle and setbacks, little Sam won the fight for his life and he went home in
the arms of his grateful mother. Take a look.

...video is played

Would you please help me welcome to the podium Crystal Wise, Sam’s mother. And
can you just hold up Sam While she’s walking? That’s what Children’s Miracle Network is
all about thanks to you. Itis such a pleasure to have you here today. What goes through your
mind when you watch that video. ~

' CRYSTAL WISE: One hundred and thirty-seven days of a roller coaster ride, but
- thankfully we have out little boy and can love on him every day now.

MARIE OSMOND: [s there anything you can say today to all of these wonderful men
and women here on behalf of Children’s Hospital?

CRYSTAL WISE: I would never be.able to thank all of you enough for what you have
given to CMN and your-support. Because without you, equipment would not be purchased,
things that were very ctitical for Sam to have, the ventilators, oscillators, the isolets, the
things that he was really dependent on for survival. Those things could not have been
purchased-without your help. Thank you fronthe bottom of a thankful mother’s heart. He's
such. a good baby.

MARIE OSMOND: Thank you for being here today. He is such a cute baby.

Whenever I travel to one of the many Children’s Hospitals, I love to meet the parents.
1 am so fortunate and blessed to hear of these stories and to witness firsthand how Children’s
Miracle Network really does help families. I promise you that there is nothing better that you
can do for a family than to help their child. Statistics prove that everybody will use a
Children’s Hospital at one time in their life.

These provide over $4 biilion worth of care to children. You can see how important
every dolar raised to CMN is. It is doflar-by-dollar that is raised. We’re able to offer care
to these children in that way to so many children. It’s incredible to see what individuals can
do when' we come together for the common purpose of helping a child. I know that not
everyone is fortunate enough to see the dutcome of their giving. I can tell you that [ have
met-thousand of parents who would love to stand here today and thank you personally for
giving their child a chance to grow and thrive. We have been born into different sets of
circumstances. We’ve all had the same beginnings. At one time we were helpless like Sam
was, we all depended on someone else for survival. I personally think that it was God’s way
of making sure that we needed one another. This has certainly been a reminder on how
precious and fragile life is.

We have seen & group of new heroes step up from a crisis into the front lines. We
understand and appreciate everything that they have done. I want to acknowledge the
thousands of you who are heroes in everyday life. You have put in countless hours of service
to make life better for millions. You may never get a moment in the national spotlight, but
you will always have a place in my heatt and the hearts of millions of families whose lives
you change every single day.

There’s an adage that has a deep truth to me. It says: “Nothing makes us stand so tall
as when we stoop to help a child.” I know this is true. And I am emotional today because
looking out at you, I see a room full of giants.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: We have good news from one Department and secondary
good news from another Department. The American Legion World Series Baseball final
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results are: West Point, Mississippi, Post 212, four; Excelsior, Minnesota, Post 259, zero.
National Champions are West Point, Post 212, Mississippi.

The American Legion relationship with CMN is.one'l am proud to see growing. We see
it growing, and shall maintain, and will improve upon it. Congratulations on your untiring
efforts on behalf of all Miracle Children. That is from all of us to you and your family.

It is kind of unique with us. The American Legion family affects people, from when
they’re bom at one day-old, to yesterday’s efforts on the military tribute to Bob Hope who
be turning one hundred. Our dealings, our efforts, our dedication, service, and commitment
is for all Americans, whether they are premature and are one day to icons and people such
as Bob Hope who will be one hundred on May 29, 2003, with our efforts on building him
amilitary tribute in San Diego. You’ve got to be proud of yoursélves, The American Legion,
the American Legion Auxiliary, and Sons of The American Legion. It is what we do. As
use the words day in and day out, week in and week out, and now, year in and year out,
covering a broad spectrum of our society in the United States by making that affect and
having an affect on the lives of young children and on centurions. If young Sam could say
it, I’m he would say “thank you very much.” I’m sure he’l] be able to do that when he is
older and has the appreciation of what you did for him.

1 n our normal schedule, Senator Dole and the presentation for World War If would be
next, but his plane has just landed at Douglas Airport in Charlotte, so we’re going to proceed
with the next regular order of business. When this order of business is finished, we ask you
to please remain in co-session because we want the Auxiliary here for the two following
presentations and items.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: We are honored by the presence of our next guest. He is
a man who knows what it means to be on the frontline in battle. The U.S. Army drafted him
while in college. He served as a Staff Sergeant in the infantry in Vietnam and earned a star
for valor. He served two terms as Governor of Pennsylvania where he cut taxes every year
he was in office. Today, he is on another frontline as he works to develop and coordinate a
comprehensive national strategy to strengthen protections against terrorist threats or attacks
in the United States.

Please welcome to North Carolina, a member of Millcreek Post 773 in his hometown
of Erie, Pennsylvania, the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security, Tom Ridge.

Special Address: Tom Ridge
Assistant to the President for Homeland Security

TOM RIDGE: It is a great pleasure to have been invited to share a few moments with
you this morning. As Ric pointed out to you, as a Governor of the great state of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, you know I would be remiss if I didn’t bring special
greetings to my fellow citizens of my home state of Pennsylvania. And to Ron Connelly, my
great friend and his wife Barbara, thank you again. Ric, thanks for a very generous
introduction and for 35 years and counting, for your service to this organization.

Before we go any further, it is important, that we recognize and salute our brothers and
sisters in arms who are far from home right now, fighting the war on terrorism in
Afghanistan and elsewhere. Their service abroad is helping to secure us at home. They still
face many dangers, including an enemy looking to regroup and to re-engage. We must keep
them and their families in our prayers.

1 don’t have to remind men and women in this organization that when somebody in the
family puts on a uniform for the country, everybody else puts on the uniform as well. The
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spouse puts on the uniform, the children put on the uniform, the parents put on the uniform.
So we think of the men-and women serving us overseas. We’re grateful for their courage and
sacrifice in their service. Obviously, we have to recognize the members of their families
back home. Keeping the home fires and the home lights burning for them. So we recognize
and salute their service today.

During this time of renewed patriotism, faith, and prayer I also want to thank the
Legion for your efforts to overturn the federal court decision to strike God from the Pledge
of Allegiance. The words of President George Washington ring as true today as they did
when he gave his farewell address. He said: “Of all the dispositions and habits which lead
to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports. The mere politician,
equally with a pias man, ought to respect and cherish them.”

Your work in the Legion for God an country is a constant reminder that you recognize
as individuals and as an organization that we are one Nation under God with liberty and
justice for all.

Occasionally I have been asked if America lost its innocence on September 1 1 Maybe
we didn’t lose it. Maybe we traded our innocence for something else, perhaps, equally as
valuable. Maybe we traded it for awareness. We’re still getting used to the idea that our
country is vulnerable to a new enemy in the 21 century, getting used to the idea that we are
neither isolated or impregnable. While Americans work hard every single day and make a
living and raise their families, terrorists in this country and abroad work just as hard
planning their next evil act. Americans saw on 9/11 what The America Legion has always
taught; freedom is never free, that it can be taken away, and that preserving our freedom
requires constant vigilance.

I'm here to report to you that this country has become much more vigilant.
Consequently, America today is substantially safer and far better prepared than it was a year
ago, not withstanding the fact that although we’re safer and although we’re better prepared,
we still have more work to do. America took many important and immediate steps following
the infamy and the horror of 9/11. Our efforts have touched every aspect of life: the food we
eat, the air we breath, the water we drink, the energy we use, and the medical care we
receive. Governors, mayors, companies,-individual citizens have taken the initiative to
reduce our vulnerability and prepare for the possibility of another attack. Law enforcement
and all levels have organized well over 100 anti-terrorism taskforces. With help from our
allies from around the world we have frozen well over $1 million in assets the terrorists
formally had access to.

We’ve added new agents and technology at our borders with Mexico and Canada,
we’ve hired more than 130 new federally trained directors who will be responsible for the
overall security at our airports. We’re in the process of instituting tough new international
standards for cargo and shipping containers. We’ve issued our first water security grants.
We’ve improved inspections of our food supply. We’ve hosted a safe and secure and
successful Winter Olympics. I think it is also important to note, because this is an audience
who appreciates their service as well, and I suspect some of you continue to serve here,
many of these accomplishments were made possible with the help of the National Guard
members and our Reservists. Our country needs to thank them as well. We’re going to
distribute billions of dollars to improve our public health infrastructure. The money will help
enable first responders in hospitals to handle a chemical or biological attack. We will also
make 2 healthier counfry as well.

President Bush remains committed to seeing that our veterans receive the very best care
possible. He has asked Congress for nearly $2 billion more for veterans medical care in the
2003 budget. There are substantially more dollars in that budget for homeland security as
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well. It is my hope that before Congress either recesses for the elections or before the end
of the year, they approve appropriation for an additional $2 billion for healthcare for
veterans as well as billions more for public health and for our humble heroes, our first
responders around this country.

Now I said before that we’ve come a long way but we still have a long way to goto do
everything humanly and technologically possible to secure this country. Over the long term
securing the homeland requires a permanent infrastructure, a permanent reorganization of
government and a sustained response to the possibility to the threat of international
terrorism. That is why the President has proposed creating the Department of Homeland
Security. It will unify federal homeland security duties. Presently they are scattered around
nearly 100 departments and agencies. The President’s proposal takes over 20 of the most
important and fuses them together, creating a direct line of accountability.

We veterans understand chain of command. We understand lines responsibility and
lines of accountability. That’s exactly what the President wants to create in the Department
of Homeland Security. This new Department would help insure that the police, firefighters,
the hospitals, the emergency medical technicians, and the other first responders have the
equipment, training, and the interoperable communications they need. We’ll significantly
enhance our ability to protect our borders, our airports and our seaports, and monitor those
who come info our couniry.

The President has said time and time again that we’re an open and welcoming and
trusting country. We are a nation of immigrants and we never want to lose sight of that fact.
At all times in the future we need to know who’s coming into this country and why. Because
as guests, not only do we need to know this information but when that visa expires, we need
to know if they left this country as well. We need a new entry and exit monitoring system
and this Government will be responsible for providing that in this Department.

This new Department would set guidelines to counter weapons of mass destruction and
development. It would develop a nationwide disease early warning system so public health
officials can contain outbreaks, whether they are caused by a terrorist or mother nature. The
new department will help update our medical tool kit against bioterrorism. It will provide
strategic focus to some of the research we need for new and improved vaccines, antibiotics,
diagnostics that can save lives. This new department will communicate credible threats to
the public and it will implement other recommendation contained in the President’s national
strategy for homeland security.

In short, it will bring together homeland security responsibilities under one roof, with
one clear chain of command in order to get the job done. This is a new kind of war against
an enemy who turns innocent civilians into combatants and our cities into battlefields. The
strategy and tactics of this war is far different from anything we’ve ever confronted before.
This is an enemy that refuses to distinguish between soldiers and citizens, that has chosen
our hometowns and our country as a battlefield. This is an enemy that will take a
commercial airliner and turn it into a missile. This is an enemy that has been training
thousands to make America its number one target. As the President reminds us everyday,
the evil that was directed toward us is because we are an open and freedom loving people,
a diversified country, a tolerant country. We have an enduring vulnerability and therefore,
a responsibility to create this new Department of Homeland Security so that we can do
everything possible at the federal level to develop the partnerships that we need with state
and local governments, with citizens, companies, with nonprofit organizations, organizations
such as yourselves, to enhance protection that is so much a part of our collective
responsibility in the new war against terror.
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In this war the frontlines are our cities, our counties and our rural communities. That’s
where you’ll find our nation’s critical infrastructure, everything from bridges and reservoirs,
pipelines and power plants. We are reminded today that you're going to honor Thomas
Franklin who captured some of those innocent civilians in New York City those three
firemen raising a flag amid the ruins of ground zero. They were not soldiers. Citizens are not
necessarily soldiers in this war, but we’re all freedom fighters just the same.

I’m pleased to join not only Mr. Franklin today who you’re going to honor but also
another great American, a great patriot, great soldier, and extraordinary citizen soldier,
Senator Bob Dole who is to join you later. He’s a great friend and admirerer. I am grateful
for the fact that you recognize his centributions to this country for decades.

To protect all of this infrastructure we will need timely information. We need to know
where we are most vulnerable and then we need to have the ability and the resources to take
action. The Department of Homeland security will provide all three. One of the first things
this department will do and given the responsibility to do is to take the threat information
that we get from the CIA and FBI and other agencies with regard to the possibility of attack,
take that information and map it against some of these vulnerabilities. This new department
will be assigned the task of working with that potential target 1o ensure that we reduce the
vulnerability that we sec has been targeted by the terrorists. It’s a new strategic product but
its very much at the heart of what the President believes this new agency should do.

The President has submitted his bold plan to reorganize the federal government to
maximize our efforts to protect our citizens, to protect our way of life. Now only Congress
can create the new cabinet department. And that’s precisely what we’ve asked them to do.

I’'m here to share with you a couple of additional thoughts. Because just to move the
boxes around on an organizational chart and then to call it a day will not be enough. If all
we’re going to do is change the lines and boxes on an organizational chart, that will not be
enough for the federal government to maximize its efforts to secure the homeland. This new
agency must be able to quickly move personnel and resources to meet the latest threat. The
new department must be as agile as the enemy. As the President has said, “When we create
this department, we must do it right.” His plan gives the new Department the freedom to
tead and the ability to meet the mission that has been set for it.

The President has said and 1 believe that America understands that we are at war
against this new enemy. But what if I told vou during the war brigade or battalion
commander would need permission from Washington before he could move some of his
troops from one part of the battlefield to another part of the battlefield? What if we told a
company quartermaster that you couldn’t redesignate some of your supplies and some of
your resources that had initially had been set out for one particular unit but another unit
needed those supplies more urgently but the Quartermaster wasn’t allowed to reconfigure
and move some of those supplies in a different direction? Can you imagine a general or a
company commander or anybody in a leadership responsibility being threatened in a
perimeter, puiling out the men who were working in supply or ordinance or the cooks or the
transportation, putting rifles in their hands and having them say, “Well, no, we don’t have
an infantry MOS so we’re going to go to the perimeter to fight the enemy?”

The fact of the matter is that if you're at war and you’ve got a new department that’s
trying to respond to the challenges of that war, the commander, that leadership team, needs
the flexibility to move people and resources around in rtesponse to the threats. The
President’s plan enables the department to do just that. And Congress must be remindful of
the responsibility that it’s not just enough to move department and agencies under a new
cabinet level institution. The President needs the flexibility to move the people and the
resources within it. It needs the ability to hire more quickly. Did you know right now it can
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take up to five months to hire somebody within the rules existing in some of these
departments and agencies? We need the flexibility to manage and lead this organization.

Some in Congress have been reluctant to give the new department the freedom to lead.
Let me reiterate, I think this is very important, the President needs the freedom, but he also
recognizes the patriotism and the service of the men and women who become an integral
part of this agency. The President’s plan protects the rights of federal workers, including
their union pay and benefits packages, protects the whistle blowers rights, protection against
unlawful discrimination, veterans preferences continue to be honored. All of these
protections go along with the employees. But the new team and the President still need the
flexibility that the President has spoken about public in order to maximize our effort to
protect our way of life. We need to be as agile as the enemy.

From my vantage point, I have been privileged to see Americans.of all backgrounds
stand together to secure their homeland, not just public officials, not just elected officials,
not just first responders, but citizens from all backgrounds, atl walks of life, all over this
country. They understand that the threat of térrorism is permanent and real. They also
understand that we have the will and resolve and theability to fight back. And we will
prevail in this effort.

To those who ask what can I do, well there’s plenty to do if you’'re inclined to do so.
First of all, if you’re inclined to help the President with this new department,-contact your
r congressman and your senator and say not otily give the president that department but give
that president the flexibility and the managenient tools to move the people and resources
around. You have an opportunity to work with the state emergency management agency.
Help your region write or update their disaster response and recovery plan. [ suspect that
many of your members in addition to some of the 14,000 plus Posts are already involved in
some of these activities in the local community. That’s where we really need most of the
focus , most of the effort, most of the resources, and most of the leadership. Because we all
know that the homeland’s secure when the hometown: is secure. If we can secure every
hometown in this country then we will ‘be just fine. We will prevail in the war against
terrorism.

As veterans, [ think we have some fairly unique talents, certainly some extraordinary
experiences we can count on and call on. We know how to give orders. As sergeants-and
enlisted men, I guess we know how to take them, too. Your comimunities look top you for
leadership and we know that you have the knack for getting the'best out of people and the
very best out of your service organization. You may want to check out the President’s USA
Freedom Corps, the Citizen’s Corps. Only when we are aware of the danger, aware of what
government can do, aware of what we can do as individual citizens, will we best secure the
homeland.

My final day as Governor of Pennsylvania, and many of my colleagues and fellow
Legionnaires were present with me., I had the privilege of dedicating Permsylvania’s
Veteran’s Memorial at Fort Indian Town Gap. I urge you to visit it sometime. It’s a beautiful
spot. It was built to resemble 2 bombed out church. It is'an extraordinary memorial. It’s a
very special place for quiet prayer and for reflection. And as we spoke that day in that very
peaceful and tranquil setting, the pile and the rubble in New York City was still burning,
obviously the Pentagon were still broken. The grounds and the trees at Shanksville were still
charred. As we spoke, the first bombs were being dropped in Afghanistan. On that day and
every day since, we’ve remembered those who died for our freedoms, the combatants who
fought for over 200 years to preserve our way of life and those innocent victims who were
targets because of our way of life and because of our freedoms. Our best memorial to the
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victims of September 11® will be the action we take as a country and the actions we take as
citizens to win the war and to secure out homeland from terrorism.

I thank The American Legion for all of the work you have undertaken so far to lead the
charge and to provide the leadership in this effort. May God continue to bless this great
country. And I want to thank you again for your service to God and the country as well.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Governor Ridge, through our Convention processes, The
American Legion will reaffirm our commitment to the implementation and organizing of our
homeland. security. 1f we can reassure you on several issues, the VA Healthcare system is
the largest federal healtheare system composed of over 172 hospitals. They can have a very
important role for military healthcare back up and for natural disasters, the VA healthcare
system has a very important role to play in your homeland security. We appreciate also your
comments on the Guard and Reserve on their contributions to our homeland security. You
spoke of hometowns we have nearly 15,000 American Legion Posts in hometowns that you
were speaking of. They await to assist you in-any capacity that we lend to you on homeland
security. Many of these posts have already served-as community centers for natural disasters.
I’'msure if there is. any type of implementation fo local programs. We offer the services and
the assets of our organization to that end.

Thank you very much you have one tough job to handle. I'm sure you will have that
completed to a successful end and we have the utrnost confidence in you.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: There are many great and wonderful things I could say
about our World War II veterans. As a group they are now known as “The Greatest
Generation.”Still; I think an excerpt from Gerald Lewis Geiger’s 1997 book, America,
Before the Storm — Portrait of o Nation more aptly describes the debt we owe all of them.
These are just the closing words to a moving tribute:

The biggest of wars they fought,
The greatest of triumphs they won.
They shaped our world and lives
For centuries yet to come.

Hallowed their gift from themselves,
Sacred their living behest;
Ever their glory shines,
Never their memory fades.

Freedom and life they brought
To nations, enslaved and starved;
Safety and food they gave,
Respect and henor they saved.

Goodness and-love won out!
Righteousness carried the day!
Dignity, hope were restored
And brightly was justice done!

Forget not their gift to you,
Betray not their simple trust;
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Forsake not their sacred bequest
And cradle them well in your heart!

In 1993, Public Law 103-32 was signed authorizing the construction of the long-
overdue National World War I Memorial tribute to the generation, to be constructed in our
nation’s capital. In 1997, The American Legion went on.record te support and assist the
American Battle Monuments Commission to raise funds for this memorial. In March, myself
and a small group of Legion leaders toured: the construction site. I received an update
briefing on construction milestones. They: ate ori track. Today, we are here to present the
national fund-raising chairman, Senator Bob :Dole, a:symbolic check. signifying the total
contributions of more than $4.5 million dollars from The Americin Légion Family to be
used in the construction of the memorial.

Joining in the presentation of this check to Senator Dole, are the American Legion
Auxiliary National President, Sherry McLaughlin, The National Commander of the Sons of
The American Legion, Cliff Smith. Herman Harrington, the Legion Internal Affairs
Chairman and member of the National Fundrais‘ing Board working withithe American Battle
Monuments Commission, Retired Major General John Herrling, secretary of the ABMC, and
the Chairman of the Memorial Advisory Board of the ABMC, Pete ‘Wheeler. Also here are
Mack Fleming member of the World War IT Advisory Beard of ABMC, and Major General,
Patrick Brady United States Army (retired), member of the ABMC.

Introducing a famous veteran, a famous Senator, atrue American, Senator Robert Dole.

Presentation: Senator Robert Dole
National Commander, Maryland

SEN ROBERT DOLE: I’ll take just a few moments to say thank you on behalf of all
the people of America, including all the people here and all the Legionnaires and their
families across America and friends who-donated to the World War I Memorial. As the
National Chairman along with Fred Smith of Federal Express and many-others who helped
in this effort I'm just very proud to be here to accept this very generous donation.

1 think it is fair to say that those of us World War II veterans who are still around don’t
need a memorial. It is not being built fo r us because most of us have already passed away.
Ofthe 60.5 million World War II participants, we’re down to about 5 million. We lose about
1,200 every day. Between now and the time of dedication which we hope will be early in
the Spring of 2004, which isn’t that far away, we’ll lose another 1.5 million Weorld War II
veterans. So its just a great honor for me to represent all of those veterans and all of the
heroes of World War I1. I'd like to ask, I know there are a lot of World War I vets here, or
widows of World War II veterans or orphan sons or daughters, please stand and receive a
good round of applause.

Have you ever thought where youw’d be today if we had not prevailed in World War II?
Have you ever thought what language we’d be speaking had we net prevailed in World War
117 Have you ever thought whether we could have a meeting like you’re having in Charlotte,
North Carolina, a free meeting where you can have an open discussion and criticize
whatever your government or wheever you want to criticize and praise whatever you want
to praise, had we not prevailed in World War [1? I think sometimes we should forget, as we
should, the past as we look to the future. But sometimes it is necessary to remember the past
if we want to make certain we’re going to be on the right track in the future.

I'm very proud to be a veteran. I’'m very proud to be a life member of The American
Legion. My father was very proud to be a member of The American Legion, one of the
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proudest things he had in his life. He finally saved up enough money to buy a Legion suit.
He thought The American Legion was just the greatest thing that ever happened. He was a
World War I veteran. I would just say to all those in the audience today, veterans and sons
of veterans and daughters of veterans, [ just say thank you very much.

We were having trouble getting this off the ground because the war had been 50 vears
ago at the time. It was said that we didn’t really need a memorial at the time, and does
anybody really care? I finally decided that we that we were going to do this and get a group
of veterans together. If they say we can’t or shouldn’t do it, we won’t do it. If they say, we
can’t raise the money privately and we have to go to the government, we won’t do it.
Because my feeling was, and I think most of the people here, if we can’t raise the money
ourselves, we should not build a memorial. We shouldn’t ask the government, we should
save that money for veterans who need it, disabled veterans and others who need that$185
million dollars.

‘We had the meeting and we launched the effort and we’ve raised $187 million total.
Only a small portion, I think less than $10 million, came from the government, for startup
costs for the ground breaking. The rest of it has come from private individuals all across
America, from people in this audience and audiences all across America, people who never
served in World War H, people who were, maybe, fathers, farmers, teachers or shopkeepers,
because we were all in the same boat. Some of us-had on a uniform and some of us didn’t.
But we we’re-all apart of that same generation. We understood even though we were very
young at the time that if we didn’t prevail that somebody else would be running America.
That’s how it all started.

Once we turned The American Legion loose and they gave us a pledge and the
Auxiliary, I remember being there to get a check presentation of $700,000. We certainly
want :to thank the Auxiliary. Let’s have a special thank you for the American Legion
Auxiliary for all of the work they have done. We wouldn’t be this far without your help.
We’ve had a lot of lawsuits filed. A lot of people said you shouldn’t build this on the mall.
And they had a group called Save The Mall. I thought we already saved the mall in World
War 11. We saved everything else, too. I don’t know how many million dollars, maybe
General Hurley can tell us how many million dollars, we’ve had to spend because the costs
have gone up in the month after month we have been waiting to terminate lawsuits.

Finally, Congress—Democrats and Republicans—came together and said let’s build
it. Let’s stop all of this foolishness and get the memorial built while there are still a few
World War II veteran still around. I can tell you that’s going to happen. In fact, Senator
Thurmond has already asked for tickets. He’s going to be 100 December 6™. We expect
200,000-300,000 at the dedication. It is going to be a great celebration, a celebration of
peace and strength, not war and conflict. It’s a chance to ponder upon what’s happened since
we were much younger.

I have been called many things in my life, being in politics, some I wouldn’t want to
repeat. But I’m out of politics now and learned when you get out of politics, your numbers
go up. People suddenly can’t remember why they were mad with you anymore. It’s kind of
nice. I thought politics was an honorable profession. But my political job was terminated in
1996. And 1 said, “What am I going to do now?” one thing I agreed to do was to help raise
money for this memorial.

I want to tell you a story about one person in one place. In fact, it’s Governor Ridge’s
hometown is Easton, Pennsylvania. I know there are people from Pennsylvania here. I know
there are people from Kansas here. We had a call one day to the office that said, “I’d like
to send some money to the World War II Memorial. Where do I send it?” A lady in my
office gave the address and about 10 days later a handwritten check comes in the mail for
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$1,000,000, the largest individual contribution we’ve received. Having been in politics, 1
was a little skeptical, so called this fellow. I had already put the check ‘in the bank of course.

1 said, “Mr. Acopion, did you send me a check for $1,000; OOO " He said, “Yes.” And
I said, “I’m certainly pleased. Wouldn’t you like to have us come'to Faston, Pennsylvaria
and get the Governor and a lot of World War Il veterans and have a little presentation
ceremony?” He said, “No, I don’t want any publicity. T came to this country, I'm an
Armenian American, | came to this country with nothing, 'm 73 years of age. I've gota
little business now. I couldn’t have made it anywhere else but America, I want to.do thisand
all I want is a seat af the ground breaking ceremony™ Anid 1 said, “For 2$¥1,000,000, youcan
have mine.” And he came to the ground breaking.

1 can tell you 100 different stories about sacrifices people thade to send in $5 or $10,
or school children with their pennies, dimes and quarters. People who wenthalf way across
the country to raise money forthe World War. Il Memerial: So we-understand the importance
of every penny that was donated and we’re going to' make certain’ that every penny is spent
wisely and not wasted, and that we have enough money left over to have a special
preservation fund. So 10, 20, 40, 40 years from now; the miemorial is goingto teok as good
as it did on the day of dedication. And for that we thank you, and I appreciate it very rauch.

You pick up a lot of good things in the mail. A lot of things people send you, all of us,
and one thing I received in the mail several years ago is a little poem called, Around the
Corner. | think there’s a message in it, particularly for vetérans’ groups, and their families,
and their friends. Let me read this little poem:

Around the Corner

Around the corner [ have a friend,
In this great citythat has no end.
Yet days go by and weeks rush on
and before I know it a year is gone,
And I never see my old friend’s face.
For life is a swift and terrible race.
He knows I like him just as well,
As in the days I rang his bell and he rang mine.
We were younger then,
and now we’re busy, tired men.
Tired of playing foolish games.
Tired with trying to make a name.
Tomorrow I say I will call on Jim,
Just to show [ am thinking of him.

But tomorrow comes and tomorrow goes,
And the distance between us grows and grows.
Around the corner yet miles away,
Here’s a telegram sir. Jim died today.
And that’s what we get and deserve in the end.
Around the comer a banished friend.

[by Charles Hanson Towne]

The message is clear to me. We’re losing twelve hundred World War II veterans a day.
Were losing Korean War veterans, Vietnam Veterans, widows, children of veterans a day.
Just one simple thing that I think would make a veteran’s whole day, or a widow’s whole
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is to walk up-to that ‘person and say, “Thank you for your service.” Five words. More and
more people are doing that everyday. Don’t-wait until tomorrow to write that note, or to
make that phone call. Because as this indicates, it may be too late. Maybe a friend you
haven’t had contact with, maybe a guy you served with, or somebody you knew in a hospital
or semebody.you knew somewhere else. You could make that person’s day by just saying,
“Hello, thank you for your service.”
Thank you agin for all you do and God bless America.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Thank you Senator Dole for your leadership in raising the
funds necessary for this long, everdue memorial and for your years of public service to our
great nation, Rest assured as more contributions from The American Legion Family come
in, they will be passed along.

Senator Dole, it is with pride and honor that I present this check to you on behalf of the
more than four million members of The American Legion Family. Also, one of those
witnessing the passing on of this check was Ken Danilson. He’s the Chairman of our
National Finance Commission. Of course, he’s the man that signs all of our checks. So he
was here to witness this transaction and assure you, Senator Dole, the validity of our
donation and the commitment for the erection of this memorial.

If T could ask this one last question. We’re nonpartisan and we’re nonpolitical, but do
I understand your wife is Elizabeth is running for U.S. Senate here in North Carolina?

SEN ROBERT DOLE: She’s running for the Senate and she supports the Flag
Amendment, too.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: We have one more item to cover while we’re in co-session
then the American Legion Auxiliary, Madame President, and their offices, will move to
reconvene theirs.

Presentation: The American Legion Distinguished Service Award
Richard J. Santes, National Commander, Maryland

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The Distinguished Service Award is the highest honor The
American Legion can bestow upon an individual. To be considered for the Distinguished
Service Award one must demonstrate outstanding service to the nation and to the programs
of The American Legion. The man we honor this year has three strong characteristics among
his core values: hard work, perseverance and civil service. Throughout his life he has
demonstrated a love of God and country, and a passion for the law and our Constitution. He
is a World War II U.S, Navy combat veteran, having served three-years aboard the USS
Tulagi. He is a successful Arizona state legislator, and a 26-year member of the U.S.
Congress.

Hisdiligent and conscientious efforts helped to expedite the construction of the national
World War Il memorial when President Bush signed HR-16-96 into law on May 28, 2001.
He is a staunch supporter of The American Legion on many issues, including the Flag
Protection- Amendment. He believes the American flag is the preeminent symbol of the
broad freedoms established by our Constitution. It is with great pride and gratitude that I
present the Distinguished Service Award, on behaif of all of the members of The American
Legion, to the honorable Bob Stump, the U.S. House of Representatives.

Congressman Stump’s health will not allow him to travel at this time. He did go to the
House television center and sends his acceptance gratitude via videotape.
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... here is the video of the acceptance by Bob Stump of the Distinguished Service
Award.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Congressman Stump is truly deserving of our recognition
and our heart-felt thanks. I ask that a videotape copy of this portion of the proceedings be
sent to Congressman Stump so that he may hear and see our appreciation.

Join me in another round of applause for a great American, Congressman Bob Stump.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Since its founding in 1919, The American Legion has been
astrong and vocal advocate for our citizen soldiers in the Guard and Reserves. Likewise, we
have supported the National Committee for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve
since it was established three decades ago.

As an employer, The American Legion signed a statement of support nearly 30 years
ago and we are truly pleased to renew that commitment this morning.

The National Committee for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve has prepared
a special ceremony for this event and I’'m pleased to introduce Lieutenant Colonel Mike
Lovitt, Direct of Public Relations for the National Committee.

Presentation: Employer Support of The Guard and Reserve
Colonel Mike Lovitt, Director of Public Relations for the National Committee

COL LOVITT: It is an enormous thrill to be here today. It is hard not to have chill
bumps when you’re surrounded with 5,000 of the world’s greatest patriots.

I am part of a contingent from the Department of Defense and a representative of the
National Committee for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve, ESGR, as we prefer
to be called. ESGR as an organization was the outgrowth of the decision to eliminate the
draft in 1972 and the beginning of our nation’s total force policy. It placed a greater reliance
on our National Guard and Reserve forces as it relates to our national military strategy. It
was believed then, as we can see, very prophetically, that a strong national effort was
needed to convey to employers the need for guardsmen and reservists to have time off to
meet the ever growing training and worldwide mission requirements. Hence, we have the
birth of our organization, ESGR.

Also, accompanying me today is Bob Hollingsworth. As Executive Director, Mr.
Hollingsworth is the principle advisor to the Assistant Secretary of Defense on all matters
related to employer support programs for all of our reserve forces.

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: Thanks Col. Lovitt. It’s an absolute delight for me to have
the opportunity to talk to you briefly about some of the things that are happening throughout
America that really makes America a great place to live. First of all, I'd like to thank Ric
Santos and all of these wonderful people that made it possible for us to be here as well as,
the other things that you make possible throughout our great nation because they are so
significant.

There’s no doubt that the tragic events that occurred on 9/11 galvanized our country,
our business leaders, and our military together in a way that certainly has never occurred in
my lifetime. It has been a pleasure for me to see just how well the business community has
responded to support the Guard and Reserve.

I remember during President Bush’s inauguration speech. He talked about our special
responsibility to ensure and defend the freedoms that we have here in America. My
organization accepts that responsibility, the United States military accepts that
responsibility, and The American Legion has been accepting that responsibility since that
memorable day in March of 1919. Id like to thank you all for that.
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I’mproud to be associated with the Legion and all of the things that you represent. This
morning. we've heard some of the wonderful things that you have provided for our country.
It’s just exciting to be here to see those great things that you ail do. You’ve spent countless
hours supporting our military, and certainly, the Guard and Reserve, because they are
inextricably linked to the national defense of our country. Many people are astounded when
today I tell them that the 1.3 million young men and women in America’s reserve and
Guard are almost 50% of our total military structure.

Ten years ago we started a decline and strength of our military. We reduced the active
duty military by 40%, we reduced the Guard and Reserve by 29%. During that same ten
vears, we have increased in the Guard and Reserve the support to the active components by
1,300%. We were providing ten years ago, a million man days of active duty support every
year to the active components. Last year before 9/11, we had already provided 13 million.
That represents about 35 thousand additional people, or 2 Army divisions extra that our
military has to deal with which provides our security on a daily basis. Without the Guard and
Reserve, we could not be executing the war on terrorism, we could not be defending our
skies in America, and we could not respond quickly to the national emergencies that we have
here at home. So we appreciate the support that our business community has given us.

How, you ask, do these businesses help? Right here in Charlotte. When the call came
out to their employers, Duke Energy Corporation went above and beyond the law that says
here’s what must be done. They extended their benefits for a year to pay their salaries. The
folks here at the Duke University Medical Center and the city of Charlotte, extended the
equal pay and their medical benefits. One of my favorites is that there’s a Lt. Col. in the
Marine Corps who was just about ready to be promoted in his job, He worked for a
pharmaceutical company. When they found out he was mobilized, they brought him in and
they told him they were going to extend his salary for as long as he was going fo be on active
duty and let him keep his company car. They let him keep his company telephone and they
promoted him right there before he went on active duty. That’s the kind of support that
we're seeing in America today. A lot of that is because of folks like you, who generate that
kind of support in our local communities. We really appreciate all of those things that you
do for us. .

ESGR is an organization that’s made up a lot like you, volunteers. We have 4,500
volunteers in each of the 50 states, District of Columbia, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands. We have just also implemented a committee in Europe. But they’re made up of
volunteers that do incredibly wonderful things. They’re out there today engaged with the
employers and with their Guard and Reservists doing conflict resolution, teaching them
about USER, which is the law of Uniformed Services Employments and Reemployment
Rights Act. We have one of those folks out here today, Bud Brown, the State Chairman for
North Carolina. I'd like for Bud to stand up for you to give him a hand because there are
incredible leadership trait that these folks have, and they do great things. Thank you. We
appreciate you and your all committee members.

This is a necessary marriage. I see the coalition of us together with ESGR and with The
American Legion as being something that is really good for our country and our nation. It
makes the whole operation better and more efficient. We thank you. We must work together
to build and strengthen the partnerships that is essential to ensuring that America’s Guard
and Reserves are available when the time comes. It’s truly great to be a part of this. It is
because of folks like you, that our young men and women are able to be activated and have
a free mind to think about what they’re doing on their job and not being concerned about
their families and about their jobs when they come back.
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The next speaker is Mr. Craig Duehring. He is the Principle Deputy Assistant Secretary
Of Defense of Reserve Affairs. In that position, he is the key Advisor to Secretary Rumsfeld
in all matters affecting the 1.3 million men and women that make up our reserve Forces.

MR. CRAIG DEUHRING: I wandered out here on the floor a little bit earlier and
found some friends from my home state of Minnesota. Hopefully there are still a few of you.
Next year you can come up closer.

Fellow members of The American Legion, I don’t think there’s person in this area who
could not tell me where he or she was when he first heard of the events of September 11%.
For those of us who were working at the Pentagon that morning, our memories retain the full
technicolor vision of our feelings and our most personal thoughts that occurred that day. I've
often heard September 11™ compared to a similar event that occurred years prior. I'm
speaking, of course, about the attack on Pear] Harbor.

Now, like Pearl Harbor, the attack on 9/11, instantly shocked the nation and reached
to depths of our emotions. Like December 7®, the events of 9/11 resulted in the feeling of
national unity never experienced by the generations that lived in the 60 years that intervened.
Indeed, this global war on terrorism will not be known asa the forgotten war like Korea, or
the divided war like Vietnam. And it is certainly not a war over there but has been from the
very beginning been a war that encompassed all Americans. For unlike Pearl Harbor, the
target of the terrorist attack was not just the American military, but the American people. It
is the American people who have responded. As it always happens when our homes, our
families, and our way of life are threatened, we call upon the citizen soldiers of our nation,
our cousins, our neighbors, our mothers and fathers, the strongest, the most trustworthy, the
brightest, the most highly trained with all of these qualities that you find an abundance in
the National Guard or Reserve components of the United States.

Last Friday, I had the privilege of meeting the members of one of these groups of
America’s citizen soldiers. The 5" Special Forces Battalion, Colorado Army National Guard,
in Watkins, Colorado. These superb soldiers were in the midst of mobilizing for a dangerous
deployment to the Middle East. As | watched, each one went about his task quietly,
efficiently, and with a level of intensity that only a veteran of a similar deployment can
appreciate. At the end of the visit, we all assembled in one large room. And I had their
undivided attention for a few moments. I asked how many of them had been in combat
before. And only about a half dozen had raised their hands. I knew that I had a golden
opportunity to pass along a lesson learned by veterans who had preceded them in other wars,
in other times.

1 tried to think of what each one of you would say if you could summarize your
wartime experience in one sentence. This is what I said, “Keep your faith in God, fight the
way you train, and trust your buddy.” I hope you approve of that. While it may fall to them
too, as our President put it most eloquently, “Bring our enemies to justice, or bring justice
to our enemies. “ It falls to us to see that they are able to carry out their duties without
worrying about their families and their jobs. That is why this signing of a statement of
support is vital to them. It is a visible sign of commitment that their sacrifices are
appreciated. It is a sign of commitment that their families will be taken of in their absence,
and it is a sign of commitment that employers everywhere will hold their jobs for them until
they return. Thank you for your service to our country. Thank you for your support of our
Guardsmen and Reservists. As out Commander is so fond of saying, “May God bless
America.”

LT COL LOVITT: To say that employers support the Guard and Reserve is important
is an understatement. It is absolutely vital. As Mr. Duehring and Hollingsworth pointed out
earlier, since 9/11 we have asked employers to go out of their way to show their support for
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their employees by signing this statement of supporting. Momentarily, our National
Commander will join a long list of patriots who have done the right thing by signing this
document. Now as Ric Santos moves to the signing table, I ask that the ESGR and the DoD
contingent please join him.

By signing the statement of support Mr. Santos is asking Legionnaires across this great
country to join him in recognizing that the National Guard and Reserve are essential to the
strength of our nation and the well-being of our communities.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: By our signature, representing the 2.8 million members of
The American Legion, we reaffirm our commitment and support of the Guard and Reserve.
We urge you to return home, urge you to reemphasize this commitment and support to your
local governments and businesses, to reaffirm their commitment and support to their
employees that have been called to active duty in the Guard and Reserve. To this end, I ask
you please do your efforts in your local communities, town, and cities on behalf of those
families and members of our military.

MR. HOLLINGSWORTH: Just as something you can have to hang on your wall to
remind you on a daily basis the support that you’re giving our young men and women, [
would like to present you with this. It’s the proclamation that he just signed saying that he
made a public commitment of support. We all know that you all do it anyway. It will remind
you of the young men and women that are out there in harm’s way doing our jobs for us.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: This plaque will be held in a place of prominence at our
National Headquarters, Indianapolis, Indiana to show our visitors our reaffirmation of
commitment and support to the Guard and Reserve. Thank you for this recognition on behalf
of all of the members of The American Legion.

MR. CRAIG DEUHRING: It is our hope that this statement of support document will
become much like the yellow ribbon that we became so accustomed to seeing during the
Gulf War. Next, we have a two minute video that tells the ESGR story in a very powerful
way.

... here is a video about ESGR ...

MR. CRAIG DEUHRING: The staff of ESGR comes from the National Guard,
Reserve, and active component units from across our great nation. Often times we will find
that there will be a member there that will have some special talent. One such gifted member
of our staff is Lt. Barbara Leonard who will come forward and entertain you with a
powerful, patriotic medley.

I agree with you Ric. That was absolutely fantastic. Thank you again very much
Barbara for having us. May God continue to bless this great nation of ours.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: In my trips to Europe, especially in Bosnia and Kosovo and
the Far East, I’ve met many of our Reserve and National Guard members who have been
mobilized and are serving on the frontiers of freedom. Since September 11th, more than
80,000 of these citizen-soldiers have been mobilized during the war on terrorism. And many
more have been mobilized for on-going military missions worldwide. I'm particularly
pleased to have three members of The American Legion’s national staff who are active
Reserve and National Guard members. With me at the podium are two, George Buskirk,
who is the Adjutant General of the National Guard and Air National Guard for the
Department of Indiana, and Sgt. 1* Class, Joe Sharpe, United States Army Reserve. The
third who is not with us is in our offices in Indianapolis, Dave Elmore. He is in our
Membership and Post Activities section for Internal Affairs.

I wanted their recognition because we do support the Guard and Reserve. When this
call up was initiated, The American Legion ensured that they would pay the offset in pay
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between the military pay and the pay of our employees in their absenice on active duty.
Through your efforts we did pass that on'to private employers, small and large, and civie
Government to do the same. We urge you to continue that effort.

I believe you have seen in the paper this week that certain guards and Reserves are
going to enter into a second year of activation. That does place a heavy burden on that
soldier, sailor, airmen, Marine or ¢oastguard man, and their family. I thank you for providing
this opportunity to learn miore about our citizen soldiers and to renew our commitment to
them. It is an honor to sign this statement of support.on your behalf and recommit ourselves
to this endeavor. It with great pleasure-as ‘well as the Legion tradition, that we sign that
document. When you go home, commit yourself again, to the families.of the Guard and
Reserve and to those employees.

The Chair recognizes Fred Platt the Commander of China Post 1, in exile, for a
presentation.

COMBDR PLATT: Thank you Ric. If they’d flash that picture on the screen of Secretary
Duehring on his trip to China Post. China Post operates in 70 countries around the world.
We are attached through the Department of New York. Secretary Duerhing, this 21* of
January held a Post meeting with banners and-flags in place on the continent of Antarctica,
at the South Pole, while contemporaneous meetings of China Post were held on the other six
continents, making the occasion of China Post 1 being the first and only Post to meet on all
seven continents. In honor, we have made a seven continents club certificate to present to
Secretary Duehring. “To all who see these presents be advised that Craig Duerhing is a
member of the seven continents club of the General’s Warden Chenault, And Lieutenant
Helseth, American Legion Post 1, Shanghai, China, d.b.a. China Post 1, operating in exile
worldwide.”

I present the first of these to Secretary Duerhing. We’re in the process of building 2
Post museumn at home which will end up being located in Houston, Texas.

We would like to have Secretary Duehiring give the next three memberships in the
Seven Continents Club to National Commander Ric Santos, National Adjutant Bob
Spanogle, and to the Adjutant of New York, Mr. Dick Pedro.

MR. CRAIG DEUHRING: I just want to point cut that we talk about the National
Guard and Reserve being everywhere. I got to the South Pole and back, compliments of the
New York Air National Guard with their ski equipped C103s. This is a remarkable group
of people that we have out there. We have 74,000 National Guardsmen and Reservists that
have been mobilized for operations Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom. We have between
8,000-10,000 National Guardsmen and Reservist on duty at any given time in other
categories for other things around the world. They’re wonderful representatives of the
American way of life.

I heard yesterday, when I was back at the Pentagon, somebedy had just come back from
Afghanistan working with the Civil Support people over there. These are the military folks
who try to build communities when there is nothing to start with. You can’t just leave rock
behind you. You have to have liable societies. That’s how you bring democracy to a country.
The comment was made, “You can keep the United Nations programs, the other non-
governmental organizations and give us the United States military, because they’re the ones
we trust and love and really take care of us.”

NATL COMDR SANTOS: On behalf of Richard Pedro, Bob Spanogle, and myself we
thank you for those presentations.

We’ll call upon the National Adjutant for announcements.
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Annocuncemeiits: 'Robert Spanegle
National Adjutant, Maryland

There’s been some inquiries from the Chair when contributions for various charitable
purpeses of The Amiéri¢an Legion could be received. The Chair will receive contributions
for the 9/11 fund after the report on Americanism. We will receive contributions from the
Child Welfare Foundation after the report of Children and Youth. We will receive any
contributions for the Emergency Disaster Relief Fund after the Report of Credentials and
“Internal Affairs Secfion II'in today’s session.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The Chair recognizes Kenneth Sercerchi of Maine,
chairman of the National Convention Committee on Economics, for the purpose of making
a report.

Report: Convention Committees on Employment and Veterans Preference
and:Other Economic Matters
Kenneth Sercerchi, Maine, Chairman

At 9:00 am. on August 25, 2002, a total of 80 delegates assigned to the Convention
Committees on Employment and Veterans Preference and on Other Economic Matters
convened-in Room 203 A of the Charlotte Convention Center, Charlotte, North Carolina, to
consider 66 resolutions assigned to the committees for action. Kenneth Sercerchi of Maine
was elected general chairman and Casey Martin of Nevada was appointed general secretary.
Al Robotti of New Jersey was elected chairman of the Convention Committee on
‘Employmentand Veterans Preference, and R. T. Lee of California was appointed secretary.
Bill. Christoffersen of Utah was elected chairman of the Convention Committee on Other
Ecoenomic Matters, and Henry Field of South Carolina was appointed secretary.

In response to a call by the National Adjutant, a screening committee consisting of Ken
Sercerchi (ME), Bill Christoffersen (UT), Al Robotti (NJ), and David Desmond (NC), and
Richard T. Lee (CA) met at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, August 23, 2002, in the Morehead
Executive Boardroom of the Charlette Hilton to make recommendations to the Convention
Committees on Econoraics. The report of the screening committee was presented to the
convention committees and was adopted with five resolutions set aside for separate
consideration. The five resolutions set aside were 24 (MA), 132 (TX), 189 (UT), 107 (UT),
and 111 (UT).

Resolution 24 (MA), as amended and consolidated, was further amended by the
addition of the word “local” to two of its resolving clauses. Resolutions 132 (TX), 189 (NY),
and 107 (UT) were discussed and accepted as presented. Resolution 111 (UT) was amended
by a change of one word in its title.

A motion was made, seconded and approved to authorize the chairman and secretary
to sign the committée report on behalf of the committee. A motion was made, seconded and
approved to allow the chairman and secretary to make technical corrections to the report
without changing the meaning. The meeting was recessed at 10:20 a.m. subject to recall by
the chair.
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Recommended Action on Resolutions
Approved

esolution No. 21: Adequate Funding For Local Veterans’ Employment Representative
(LVERS) And The Disabled Veterans’ Outreach Program (DVOP)
Origin: Massachusetts
Submitted by: Economic (Employment & Veterans Preference)
(Consolidated with Resolution No. 127 (ND))

WHEREAS, Chapter 41, Title 38, U.S. Code provides for a veterans’ employment,
counseling and training program to be administered by the Assistant Secretary of Labor for
Veterans’ Employment and Training within the Department of Labor; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 41 provides for the appointment of a State Director and Assistant
Director for Veterans’ Employment and Training; and now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That the Secretary of Labor shall:

1. Submit to Congress an adequate budget for the operation of the Veterans

Employment and Training Service, including funds for the National Staff,
State Director, Assistant Directors and Program Assistants/ Secretaries for the
states, and that such budget shall also include funds for Local Veterans
Employment Representative and Disabled Veterans’ Outreach Program
positions, which should be equitably distributed; and

2. Require fiscal accountability to ensure that funds for the Veterans’

Employment and Training Service and for the State Employment Service
agencies are used for veterans’ services or returned to the Department of
Labor.

Resolution No. 24: Support Veterans Preference In The Federal And State Work

Forces
Origin: Massachusetts
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

(As amended and consolidated with Resolution Ne. 152 (ME))

WHEREAS, Our federal government specially selected as mentally, morally and
physically fit, certain members from its society, specially trained this group, subjected them
to stringent rules and regulations, removed them from home, family and employment, asked
of them a special sacrifice, required some of them to suffer wounds they will live with
forever; and

WHEREAS, A grateful nation through its representatives in the Congress of the United
States and State Legislatures has in recognition of that special service and loss of
employment opportunity while defending the country in time of need, extended a long
history of employing the returning veterans by enacting the Veterans Preference Act as
contained in Title 5, U.S.C., and Chapter 3-3, South Dakota Code; and

WHEREAS, The term “Veteran” includes every category of sex, age, religion, ethnic
group, race and creed; and

WHEREAS, Absence from the highly competitive job market due to military service
creates an unfair and unequal burden on veterans in competing for employment with non
veteran peers upon completion of military service; and

WHEREAS, The Veterans Preference Law accomplished the legislative purpose of
honoring veterans and provides a small advantage in competing for Federal and State jobs,
and
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WHEREAS, There are prominent groups and individuals in the United States today
who ignore the employment disadvantages accrued by individuals due to military service,
who blindly allege that veterans preference is “discriminatory”, who ignore the many
judicial determinations upholding veterans preference, who blatantly over-emphasize the
advantages of veterans preference although presumably aware of the fact that approximately
28 million veterans in our population have not chosen or have not been successful in
obtaining a federal or state position; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina on August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
inform the President of the United States and Governor of each State that this
organization deplores each and every attempt to degrade, dilute or modify the
histerical precedent of giving job eligibility preference to those who leave their
communities to serve their country in time of war; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Congress and state legislators reject any and all proposed
legislation that would reduce employment opportunities for veterans in the federal,
state and local work force; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion recommend that the President and
Governors exercise their veto power to reject any and all proposed legislation that
would reduce employment opportunities for veterans in the federal, state or local work
force.

Resolution No. 132: Oppose Any Weakening Of The Disabled Veterans Outreach
Program (DVOP) And Local Veterans Employment Representative (LVER)
Programs

Origin: Texas

Submitted by: Econemics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, Throughout the nearly two hundred and twenty-year history of The United
States, the men and women of this nation have served in the Armed Forces in the interest
of the collective body of states, united under a central federal government, “to provide for
the common defense”; and

WHEREAS, These meen and women served the United States under the Constitutional
Authority vested in, and by director of, the President of the United States; and

WHEREAS, It has been the finding of numerous surveys and studies that, for a variety
of reasons, the vast majority of veterans of the Armed Forces of the United States are
disadvantaged in pursuing civilian employment and careers, and that veterans helping
veterans has proven to be extremely effective; and

WHEREAS, In Title 38, United States Code, as Section 4101, “The Congress declares
as its intent and purpose that there shall be an effective (1) job and job training counseling
service program, (2) employment placement service program, and (3) job training placement
service program for eligible disabled veterans and eligible persons...”; and

WHEREAS, It is altogether fitting and proper that such programs of employment
assistance for veterans be provided by direction of, and subject to oversight by, the Congress
of The United States to ensure that all veterans who served The United States in uniform in
time of war and peace, are afforded such services in a uniform manner, following
completion of their service and return to the several States; and

WHEREAS, HR 4015 has been passed by the House and sent to the Senate, which
would change sections of Title 38 and eliminate the requirement that DVOP/LVER staff be
veterans and serve only veterans and reduce the direction and control of such employment
assistance programs while relinquishing the direction of veteran services to the discretion
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of the Governors of the several States and/or contracting of such services to for profit
organizations; and

WHEREAS, HR 4015 also eliminates the requirement that DVOP/LVER staff be
assigned based on veteran intake and veteran populations, creates halftime DVOP positions,
thereby eliminating positions available to serve veterans or allowing positions to be assigned
at the discretion of the individual state workforce agency, which may or may not adequately
assign positions; and

WHEREAS, Such devolution of program responsibility will then be based on each
States elected officials whim and will result in either limited services or such variations in
employment assistance provided disabled veterans as to make a mockery of the expressions
of the Congress found in Title 38 USC; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion oppose
any such change in Title 38 which would weaken services to disabled veterans and
eliminate the requirement that Disabled Veterans Outreach Program (DVOP) and
Local Veterans Employment Representative (LVER) staff be veterans, allow half time
DVOP positions and allow the assignment of positions based on political influence
instead of veteran populations and need; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion petition each member of Congress by
letter to vigorously oppose removal of the enabling and resourcing provisions of Title
38, Section 41, of The United States Code that require:

«  DVOP and LVER staff be veterans;

+ DVOP pesitions be full time;

* Veteran staff assignment be based on popuiation and intake;

* Veteran staff provides services to veterans only.

Resolution No. 189: Add Active Reservists To Those Eligible For Certain Job Training

Service
Origin: New York
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, The demands of National Security in the 21¥ Century are placing greater
emphasis on the Reserve members of our Armed Forces; and

WHEREAS, The activation of Reserve Units can be expected to increase, thereby
creating employment hardships for reservists; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
Congress to amend Title 38, US Code, Chapter 41, Section 4101(5) to add Subsection
(D) to the list of “Eligible Persons” for Job Counseling, Training, and Placement
Service for Veterans, to include members in good standing of an Active Reserve Unit
of the Armed Forces of the United States who have completed basic and advanced Duty
for Training (ACDUTRA) and have been awarded a Military Occupation Specialty.

Resolution No. 256: Support Priority Of Service For Veterans In All State Employment
Services Agencies’ (SESA) One-Stop Centers
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)
WHEREAS, Priority of service is practice prescribed by the Department of Labor
(DOL) as a means of fulfilling the mandate of Title 38, United States Code (USC) to provide
veterans with the maximum of employment and training opportunities; and
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WHEREAS, Priority of service is defined and practiced as “the provision of services
to veterans before the provision of such services to non-veterans”; and

WHEREAS, DOL is moving toward a One-Stop Center operation in each state; and

WHEREAS, Priority of service to veterans, as outlined by law (Title 38, USC, and 20
CFR), will be satisfied with the Federally funded service provider, so that each eligible
veteran is afforded the full array of services in order to obtain meaningful employment; and

WHEREAS, The full array of services include, but are not limited to: job search
workshops; labor market information; resume development; interviewing techniques;
clagsroem training; support services; job restructuring; job referrals; vocational training;
career counseling; job placement; employer information; case management; skills
enhancement; selective placement; job development; child care information; temporary
housing assistance; transportation assistance and discharge upgrade assistance; and

WHEREAS, Currently, the majority of these services are provided by the SESA s staff,
to include the Veterans’ Employment and Training Services’ (VETS’) employment
professionals—Disabled Veterans Outreach Program (DVOP) specialists and the Local
Veterans Employment Representatives (LVERs); now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
reaffirms support for priority of service for veterans, as outlined in Title 38, United
States Code; and be it further

RESOLVED, That any agency provided Federal funding to provide veterans’
employment and training services must adhere to priority of service, as outlined in
Title 38, USC; and be it further

RESOLVED, That Disabled Veterans Outreach Program Specialists and Local
Veterans Employment Representatives continue to provide veterans” employment and
fraining services within every State; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That all Department of Labor One-Stop Centers work with the
Veterans’ Employment and Training Service to ensure the operations of the One-Stop
Centers meet.or exceed the federally mandated priority of service for eligible veterans.

Resolution No. 257: Reaffirm Support For The Transitional Assistance Program (TAP)

For All Separating And Retiring Personnel
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, At the end of the Cold War the Department of Defense (DoD)
dramatically downsized its personnel strength; and

WHEREAS, In an attermpt to assist separating service members in making a successful
transition back into the civilian workforce, Congress enacted Public Law (P.L.) 101-510;
and

WHEREAS, P.L. 101-510 authorized the creation of the TAP; and

WHEREAS, TAP provides separating service members with three days of
comprehensive training with emphasis on such topics as networking, how to conduct a job
search; resume writing, career decision-making, interview techniques, as well as current
occupational and labor market conditions; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Labor’s (DOL’s) Veterans’ Employment and Training
Service (VETS) provides professional veterans® employment personnel, Disabled Veterans’
Outreach Program (DVOP) specialists and Local Veterans’ Employment Representatives
{LVERs), to participate in the TAP program; and
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WHEREAS, Placing veterans in suitable employment sooner, the country benefits from
increased income tax revenue and reduced unemployment compensation payments thus
greatly offsetting the cost of TAP training; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
reaffirms its strong support of the Transition Assistance Program; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That the Department of Defense require all separating, active-duty
service members be given an opportunity to participate in Transition Assistance
Program training not less than 180 days prior to their separation or retirement from
the Armed Forces.

Resolution No. 258: Support Full Funding For Veterans’ Employment And Training

Service (VETS)

Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment: & Veterans Preference)
(As consolidated with Resolution No. 134 (TX))

WHEREAS, Within the Department of Labor (DOL) annual discretionary
appropriations, the Assistant Secretary for Veterans’ Employment and Training Services
(VETS) receives funding for the administration of various employment programs; and

WHEREAS, VETS provides such programs as the Disabled Veterans’ Outreach
Program (DVOP), the Local Veterans’ Employment Representatives (LVER), Homeless
Veterans Reintegration Program, and the National Veterans” Training Institute; and

WHEREAS, VETS programs provide quality employment servicesto enrolled veterans
and potential employers; and

WHEREAS, Title 38, United States Code (USC), provides a Federally mandated
staffing formula for both DVOPs and LVERs; and

WHEREAS, Historically, Congress has failed to fully staff all DVOP and LVER
positions in each state; and

WHEREAS, Meaningful employment is a proven effective approach to homelessness
among many homeless veterans; and

WHEREAS, The goal of VETS is assisting all eligible veterans in obtaining meaningful
employment through proactive assistance and aggressive training; and

WHEREAS, NVTI provides VETS with standardizes training for veterans’
employment professionals; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
continues to advocate full funding and staffing for the Veterans’ Employment and
Training Service and its effective programs.

Resolution No. 259: Support Improvement Of Veterans’ Employment And Training

Service (VETS)

Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, The Veterans’ Employment and Training Service (VETS) is an agency
within the Department of Labor (DOL) dedicated to providing America’s veterans with
quality employment and training services; and

WHEREAS, The Assistant Secretary for Veterans’ Employment and Training
(ASVET) is responsible for ensuring that the agency continues to meet its mission ; and
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WHEREAS, The ASVET is committed to taking aggressive actions to improve the
quality, timeliness, and accessibility to veterans’ employment and training services within
every State; and

WHEREAS, VETS’ programs must meet the needs of veterans facing employment
barriers; and

WHEREAS, Members of The American Legion continue to work closely with LVERs
and DVOPs in local communities across the country; and

WHEREAS, Although Title 38, USC, identifies duties and responsibilities of LVERs
and DVOPs, the. ASVET cannot accurately capture necessary data to adequately assess
performance outcomes; now, therefore, be it

" ‘RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in

Charlotie, North Carelina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
strongly support improvements in the programs available to and administered by
Veterans” Employment and Training Service; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That the Assistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Employment
and Training establish clear performance standards and 2 means of collecting data to
properly measiire performance at the local, state, and national level.

Resolution No. 260: Support Licensure and Certification Of Active-Duty Service

Personnel
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, The Departinent of Defense (DoD) provides some of the best vocational
training in the nation for its military personnel; and

WHEREAS, DoD establishes, measures and evaluates performance standards for every
occupatien with the Armed Forces; and

WHEREAS, There are many occupational career fields in the Armed Forces can easily
translate to a civilian counterpart; and

WHEREAS, There are many occupations in the civilian workforce that required a
license or certification; and

WHEREAS, Inthe Armed Forces, these unique occupations are performed to approved
military standards that may meet or exceed the civilian license or certification criteria; and

WHEREAS, Upon separation, many former military personnel, certified as proficient
in their military occupational career, are not licensed or certified to perform the comparable
job in the civilian workforce, thus hindering chances for immediate civilian employment and
delaying career advancement; and

WHEREAS, This situation creates an artificial barrier to employment upon separation
from military service; and

WHEREAS, A study by the Presidential Commission on Servicemembers’ and
Veterans’ Transition Assistance identified a total of 105 military professions where civilian
credentialing is required; and

WHEREAS, The Montgomery GI Bill was authorized to pay up to $2,000 for the cost
of each credentialing examination for eligible service members;, and

WHEREAS, The Montgomery GI Bill is not authorized to pay for civilian licenses or
to pay for necessary preparatory course work for the credentialing examinations; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion support
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efforts to eliminate employment barriers that impede the transfer of military job skills
to the civilian labor market; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Department of Defense take appropriate sieps to ensure
that service members be trained, tested, evaluated and issned any licensure or
certification that may be required in the civilian workforce; and be it farther

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support making the Mentgomery GI Bill
eligibility available to pay for all necessary civilian license and certification
examination requirements, including necessary preparatory courses; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support efforts to increase the civilian
Iabor market’s acceptance of the occupational training provided by the military.

Resolution No. 261: Support Improvements Of Veterans' Employment And Training

Service (VETS) Performance Standards
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, Federal law required the Veterans’ Employment and Training Service
(VETS) to establish performance standards for evaluating state employment services for
veterans; and

WHEREAS, The General Accounting Office (GAO) publicly criticized VETS because
its current performance standards focus more on process than on results; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Labor’s /997 Annual Report showed that while nine
states met that agency’s performance standards, they placed fewer than 10 percent of veteran
registrants; and

WHEREAS, A 1997 report by GAO indicated that 18 states placed fewer than one-in-
five veterans who came to the State Employment Service Agencies for assistance; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion finds these statistics unacceptable; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion seek
and support a revision of existing Veterans’ Employment and Training Service
reporting requirements for measuring performance standards and for determining
compliance with requirements for providing employment services to veterans.

Resolution No. 262: Support The National Veterans® Training Institute
Origin: Econemics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, Public Law 100-323 established the National Veterans’ Training Institute
(NVTTI) as the primary training center for veterans’ employment program staff and state
employment security agency staff nationwide; and

WHEREAS, NVTI has provided several thousand training sessions for State
Employment Security Agency staff, Veterans’ Employment and Training Service staff and
Department of Defense staff; and

WHEREAS, NVTI provides standardized training for veterans’ advocates providing
employment and training services; and

WHEREAS, NVTIs positive impact on the quality of services, provides veterans with
well-trained vocational specialists across the country; and

WHEREAS, NVTI's annual budget continues to be flat-lined; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Cenvention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
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reaffirms continued support of full funding of the National Veterans’ Training
Institute.

Resolution No. 263: Continued Support Of Veterans Preference In Hiring By Federal

Contractors
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, It is the intent of Congress to provide hiring preference to veterans under
Section 4212, Chapter 42, Title 38, United States Code (USC), in the employment and
advancement with Federal contractors; and

WHEREAS, The majority of the employers covered under the section cited above
continue to ignore or fail to implement the requirements of hiring and advancement of
covered veterans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
continues to support veterans preference in hiring by Federal contractors.

Resolution No. 265: Oppose The Transfer Of Veterans’ Employment And Training

Service To The Department Of Veterans Affairs
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)
(As consolidated with 41 (ND), 130 (TX), 182 (NY))

WHEREAS, Veterans’ employment programs began after World War I when the U.S.
Employment Service helped place returning veterans in civilian jobs; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Labor’s (DOL} Veterans” Employment and Training
Service is headed by the Assistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ Employment and
Training; and

WHEREAS, VETS administers veterans’ employment program grants that funds nearly
3,000 state employment service agencies’ Disabled Veterans Outreach Program specialists
and Local Veterans Employment Representatives; and

WHEREAS, VETS coordinates veterans’ workforce investment programs with related
Department of Veterans Affairs programs and activities; and

WHEREAS, VETS administers homeless veterans’ reintegration project grants; and

WHEREAS, VETS facilitates Transition Assistance Program (TAP) workshops for
separating service members;

WHEREAS, VETS monitors veterans’ preference for federal employment, in
cooperation with the Office of Personnel Management; and

WHEREAS, VETS supervises the listing of jobs by federal contractors and the
subsequent referrals of qualified veterans; and

‘WHEREAS, VETS administers a $2 million contract to operate the National Veterans’
Training Institute, which provides training for federal and state employees involved in the
direct delivery of employment and training related services to veterans; and

‘WHEREAS, VETS is organized with a national, seven regional, and 52 state-level
offices by statute; and

WHEREAS, VETS works closely with the Department of Veterans Affairs” (VA)
Vocational Rehabilitation Program to assist enrolled veterans in job search efforts
throughout their rehabilitation; and

WHEREAS, President Bush has recommended transferring VETS from DOL to VA;
and
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WHEREAS, DOL has expertise in job placement, job development, vocational
counseling, vocational testing, job search training, and many other area of employment
services; and

WHEREAS, VA has very little experience in job placement, job development,
vocational counseling, vocational testing, job search training, an any other area of
employment services; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in Natienal Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion opposes
all legislative or administrative efforts to transfer Veterans’ Employment and Training
Service from Department of Labor io Department of Veterans Affairs.

Resolution No. 268: Oppose Eliminating Or Outsourcing Of Veterans’ Employment

And Training Services (VETS) Programs
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, Throughout the nearly two hundred and twenty-year history of the United
States, the men and women of this nation have served in the Armed Forees in the interest
of the collective body of states, united under a central federal government, “to provide for
the common defense”; and

WHEREAS, These men and women served the United States under the constifutional
authority vested in, and by direction of the President of the United States; and

WHEREAS, In Section 4301, Title 38, United States Code (USC), Congress expressed
its purpose in enacting the Uniformed Service Employment and Reemployment Rights Act
of 1994 (USERRA), “to encourage non-career service in the uniformed services by
eliminating or minimizing the disadvantage to civilian careers and employment which can
result from such service™; and

WHEREAS, It has been the finding of numerous surveys and studies that, for a variety
of reasons, the vast majority of disabled veterans of the Armed Forces are disadvantaged in
pursuing civilian employment and careers; and

WHEREAS, In Section 4101, Title 38, USC, “The Congress declares as its intent and
purpose that there shall be an effective (1) job and job training counseling service program,
(2) employment placement service program, and (3} job training placement service program
for eligible veterans/disabled veterans and eligible persons....”; and

WHEREAS, It is altogether fitting and proper that such programs of employment
assistance for veterans be provided by direction of, and subject to oversight by, Congress to
ensure that all veterans/disabled veterans are afforded such services in a uniform manner
following completion of their service and return to the several states; and

WHEREAS, Legislation is under consideration that will seek to minimize Federal
oversight of the programs operated under Title 38, by outsourcing the programs and give the
individual Workforce Development Boards the option of operating veterans’ programs; and

WHEREAS, This legislation would seek to remove the job descriptions of the Disabled
Veterans’ Outreach Program (DVOP) Specialists and Local Veterans Employment
Representatives (LVERs) from Title 38, USC, and allow each State to establish the duties
and responsibilities, thus creating 50 difference VETS programs across the country; and

WHEREAS, This legislation would seek to remove the Federally mandated manning
formulas for DVOPs and LVERs and allow each State to determine the number of veterans’
employment personnel in each State; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, Angust27, 28,29, 2002, That The American Legion opposes
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outsourcing of veterans’ employment services to any entity other than the State
Employment Services Agencies; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion opposes removing the duties and
responsibilities of the Disabled Veterans Outreach Program Specialist and Local
Veterans Employment Representative from Title 38; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion opposes removing the manning formulas
for Disabled Veterans Outreach Program Specialist and Local Veterans Employment
Representative from Title 38; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion supports Department of Labor’s
Assistant Secretary for Veterans’ Employment and Training retaining jurisdiction over
all veterans’ employment and training serviees.

Resolution No. 270: Amend Veterans Employment Opportunities Act, 1998
Origin: Economics

Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

(As conseolidated with 212 (MI))

WHEREAS, The 105® Congress passed the Veterans Employment Opportunities Act
of 1998 and limited employment opportunities to only those veterans with three or more
years of henorable service to the United States; and

WHEREAS, There are many various situations where a service member may be
discharged with an honorable discharge in less than the three years, as defined by the new
law; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion believes this to be an oversight by the 105%
Congress, and recommends that an amendment to Public Law (P.L.) 105-339 be made to
inclade all those who honorably served at least 179 days or more in the Armed Forces of the
United States; and

WHEREAS, It would not be discriminatory to those who served honorably, but for
some reason beyond their control were discharged in a period less than three years; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, Nerth Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That an amendment to Section
3304, Title 5, United States Code be made to include all those who honorably served the
United States at least 179 days or more.

Resolution No. 271: Hire A Veteran Week
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)
(As consolidated with Resolution No. 213 (MI))

WHEREAS, The United States of America recognizes the importance of “Hire a
Veteran Week” to promote the employment of veterans; and

WHEREAS, It is known that of the unemployed, the percentage of unemployed
veterans is greater than their non-veteran contemporaries; and

WHEREAS, There is presently no national “Hire a Veteran Week” program; and

WHEREAS, By having a Federally recognized national “Hire a Veteran Week,” the
President or Congress would publicly encourage the hiring of veterans; now, therefore, be
i

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
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supports Congress establishing “Hire a Veteran Week” during the week of Veterans’
Day in the month of November each year; and be it finally
RESOLVED, That the President of the United States issue an executive order
declaring “Hire a Veteran Week” during the week of Veterans’ Day in the month of
November each year.

Resolution No. 272: Support Staffing Local Veterans’ Employment Representatives

(LVERSs), As Required By Law
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

(As consolidated with Resolution No. 20/(MA))

WHEREAS, Under Section 4104a(2)(A), Title 38, United States Code (USC), states
that at least one LVER shall be assigned to each local employment office having at least
1,100 veterans registered and an additional LVERs be assigned for each additional 1,600
veterans registered above the 1,100 base; and

WHEREAS, Under the current LVER allocation formula, as utilized by the Department
of Labor (DOL), there are inadequate annual appropriations to several states because of
policies and practices which cause these states to receive fewer positions and less funding;
and

WHEREAS, This procedure caused a deterioration of the available services provided
to veterans in those states; and

WHEREAS, Since the enactment of Public Law 100-323, the level of funding for these
Federally mandated positions has been below the level required for the program to be
effective; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
petitions Congress and the President of the United States to adhere to the allocation
formula in Chapter 41, Title 38, United States Code, and assign all Federally-mandated
Local Veterans Employment Representative positions in each State.

Resolution No. 273: Reaffirm Support For Service Members Occupational Conversion
And Training Act (SMOCTA)
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)
(As consolidated with 23 (MA), 217 (MI))
WHEREAS, In 1992, Congress enacted the Service Members Occupational Conversion
and Training Act (SMOCTA), which became Public Law (P.L.) 102-484; and
WHEREAS, SMOCTA was a transitional tool designed to provide job training and
employment to certain veterans discharged from the military after August 1, 1990; and
WHEREAS, SMOCTA helped eligible veterans enter the civilian workforce through
training in a stable and permanent position that involved significant training; and
WHEREAS, VA made monthly payments to employers who employed and trained
eligible veterans in these jobs, and made a final lump sum payment when the trainee had
completed the training program and was employed for four months; and
WHEREAS, These payments aided employers in defraying the necessary costs of
training; and
WHEREAS, To be eligible for participation in the SMOCTA program, the veteran must
meet at least one of the following criteria: (a) have a primary or secondary military
occupational specialty that the Department of Defense (DoD) has determined is not readily
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transferable to the civilian work force; or (b) be entitled to compensation (or would be
entitled to compensation but for the receipt of military retired pay) for a VA service-
connected disability rate of 30 percent or more; or {¢) be unemployed and have been
unemployed for at least eight of the last 15 work weeks before filing an application; and

WHEREAS, Veterans eligible for job training under SMOCTA were precisely those
individuals who need the most assistance in making a successful transition to the civilian
workforce; and

WHEREAS, DoD, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Department of Labor
(DOL) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in March 1993, which defined their
roles and responsibilities in the implementation of SMOCTA; and

WHEREAS, DoDprovided funding for SMOCTA, while VA and DOL are responsible
for administering the program; and

WHEREAS, Under the terms of the MOU, the SMOCTA program would terminate
when all funds provided by DoD> are expended or at such time as agreed upon by all parties;
and

WHEREAS, SMOCTA was the only Federal job training program available to strictly
for veterans; and

WHEREAS, SMOCTA was the only Federal job training program specifically designed
and available for use by State veterans” employment personnel to assist veterans with
barriers to employment; and

WHEREAS, SMOCTA offered financial incentives for employers to hire SMOCTA-
eligible veterans; and

WHEREAS, SMOCTA was officially terminated on July 26, 2001; now, therefore, be

it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
supports legislation to reauthorize the Service Members Occupational Conversion and
Training Act program; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion seek adequate funding for Service
Members Occupational Conversion and Training Act.

Resolution No. 274: Support Tax Credits For Certain Employers
Origin: Economics

Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)
{As consolidated with Reseolution No. 153 (ME))

WHEREAS, More than 265,300 members of the Armed Forces reserves and National
Guard served on active duty during Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm (1990-1991);
and

WHEREAS, According to Defense Manpower Data Systems, since 1991, an additional
63,938 members of the reserve components served on active duty during the military
operations know as Southern Watch, Joint Forge and Uphold Democracy; and

WHEREAS, Currently another 80,000 reserve components are supporting Operation
Enduring Freedom; and

WHEREAS, The vast majority of those men and women left jobs and careers in the
civilian community to answer the call of their country; and

WHEREAS, Many of those veterans and their families suffered economic hardship as
the result of that service because the military salaries they received while on active duty
were often much lower than the salaries paid by their civilian employers; and
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WHEREAS, While some employers were able to make up the difference between their
employee’s military pay and their regular civilian salary, most employers could not, or
would not, make up the difference between the two; and

WHEREAS, There is no incentive for employers to make up the difference between an
employee’s military pay and their regular salary; and

WHEREAS, The financial disadvantages suffered by many members of the Armed
Forces reserves and National Guard who are called to active duty could very possibly serve
as a major impediment to the recruitment and retention of a competent reserve component
of the military total force; and

WHEREAS, The recent downsizing of Armed Forces resulted in increased reliance on
reserves and National Guard units for mititary operation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion sponsor
and support legislation providing tax credits to any employer whe either pays an
employee who is called to active duty their regular salary or who makes up the
difference between that person’s military pay and their regular civilian salary.

Resolution No. 275: Support Recognition Of Military Service And Pay When

Calculating Starting Federal Civilian Salaries
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, The Office of Personnel Management’s interpretation of Section 531.203
of Title 5, Code of Federal Regulations is as follows: “These regulations provide that a
hiring agency may consider a rate of basic pay previously received by the individual in a
position in any branch of the Federal Government as his or her ‘highest previous rate.” The
highest previous rate is used at the agency’s discretion and no employee is guaranteed the
use of his or her highest previous rate in setting his or her pay. Although this law does not
allow the use of military pay rates to determine the rate of basic pay that may be paid to an
individual upon appointment to a civil service position, agencies do have the ability to pay
above the minimum rate of the grade when the new employee has superior qualifications or
the agency has special needs for a candidate’s service.”; and

WHEREAS, That interpretation has the potential for placing a former member of the
Armed Forces at a financial disadvantage because it does not require the hiring agency to
consider the applicant’s military experience and highest military pay as the basis for
calculating that person’s starting salary when entering into federal employment as a civilian;
and

WHEREAS, This quirk in the law clearly discriminates against the former Armed
Forces member because the hiring agency is not required to take that person’s military
experience and military pay history into consideration when calculating his/her starting
salary; and

WHEREAS, While in the military, the veteran was in the service of the Federal
government; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion seek
and support legislation that requires Federal agencies to take an employee’s military
experience and military pay history into consideration when computing that
employee’s starting civilian salary.
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Resolution No. 276: Employment Of Veterans In Government Workforce
Origin: Ecenomics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, Of the approximately 280 million Americans, only 24.5 million have
served this country inits Armed Forces and are considered military veterans; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Defense (DoD) provided these Americans specifically
to win wars; and

WHEREAS, These individuals receive a variety of training that developed both
transferable and non-transferable job skills; and

WHEREAS, Transferable skills are those job skills common within the civilian
workforce and enhance the employability of military veterans; and

WHEREAS, Non-transferable skills are those job skills uncommon within the civilian
workforce and fail to enhance the employability of military veterans; and

WHEREAS, Congress enacted legislation, Veterans Preference Act, to enhance the
employability of all military veterans, especially those with service-connected medical
conditions, within the Federal government; and

WHEREAS, Veterans Preference provides fully qualified, eligible military veterans
with a hiring preference in the Federal workforce; and

WHEREAS, Veterans’ status is an earned benefit based solely on honorable military
service; and

WHEREAS, There are Federal agencies that employ very few military veterans, thus
ignoring the Federal mandate of Veterans Preference; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carolina, Angust 27, 28, 29, 2002, That the President of the United
States enforce Veterans Preference in all Federal agencies; and be it further

RESOLVED, That Congress conduct oversight investigations of all Federal
agencies to determine equitable application of Veterans Preference; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) closely monitor
all Federal hiring to ascertain compliance with Veterans Preference and direct
immediate disciplinary action for hiring officials ignoring Veterans Preference.

Resolution Ne. 277: Suppert Disabled Veterans As Priority Under Americans With

Disabilities Act
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

(As consolidated with Resolution No. 215 (MI))

WHEREAS, The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 gave new and deserved
emphasis to the employment problems of people with disabilities and recognized them as
a specific group who need special consideration; and

WHEREAS, The attempt is made in other laws also to address these problems,
specifically the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 for the handicapped; Title 38 USC, Chapter 42
for disabled veterans who have barriers to employment; and the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
as amended, which mandates the non-discrimination in employment requirements covering
race, religion, age, sex and national origin; and many employers are required to have a
written Affirmative Action Plan in order to avoid discrimination against any of these groups;
and

WHEREAS, Title 38, USC, Chapter 42 also contains specific requirements for federal
contractors and federal agencies to take affirmative action to hire and promote minorities
and disabled veterans; although in actual practice there is no breakdown by priority of
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affirmative action for minorities, disabled veterans or the handicapped as specific groups;
and

WHEREAS, Recognizing the high incidence of employment problems among disabled
veterans is not enough; and in order to implement the plans and ensure actual practice of
affirmative action, the disabled should be considered separately from minorities for
preferential treatment by all entities who have affirmative action requirements under law;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urges
Congress to enact legislation that gives disabled veterans priority in affirmative action
as a group within the other designated groups for which affirmative action is required.

Resolution Ne. 278: Support Job Protection For Service-Connected Veterans

Requiring Visits At VA Facilities
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, It is the intent of Congress to ensure that no veteran shall be denied
employment, reemployment, advancement or discrimination in employment for serving the
country’s call to colors, whether such service was voluntary or involuntary, as provided for
in the Uniformed Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act, formerly the
Veterans’ Reemployment Rights Act; and

WHEREAS, Thousands of employers throughout the country have very stringent
attendance policies, that DO result in termination for continued attendance violations; and

WHEREAS, Veterans who are required to report to the Department of Veterans Affairs
for compensation and pension examinations, as well as treatment for a service connected or
service aggravated condition, are exposed to termination, lack of promotional opportunities
and other forms of unjustifiable retaliations from employers; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
Congress to adopt and enforce provisions of protection from any employer, against any
veteran who is required to report te the Department of Veterans Affairs for
compensation or pension evaluations, vocational rehabilitation, counseling, or
treatment for any service-connected condition that is being treated by the Department
of Veterans Affairs.

Resolution Ne. 279: Urge State Employment Security Agencies To Report Veterans’

‘Wages At Placement
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, Employment services for veterans vary greatly from one area of the
country to the next; and

WHEREAS, This uneven quality of employment services to unemployed veterans
ranges froma veterans placementrate (veterans placed in jobs divided by veteran applicants)
of an estimated low of six percent (6%) to a high of over twenty-five percent (25%), even
among economically comparable areas; and

WHEREAS, Provisions of the “GI Bill” (codified at Chapter 41, Title 38, U.S. Code)
clearly require the highest quality of employment assistance for all veterans who use the
public employment service; and
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WHEREAS, Possibly the single best key to the quality of job placement is wage
received at placement, but the U.S. Department of Labor deleted this reporting requirement,
relative to veterans only, a number of years ago; and

WHEREAS, The job-related characteristics of veteran state employment service
applicants, such as attained education, are ordinarily superior to other applicants, but the fact
that veterans’ wages at placement are an unknown quantity, prevents comparison with other
applicants, as well as comparison with the veteran’s prior wage which could be recorded in
the “Work History” section or other portion of the Job Service application; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) claims that there is a prohibitively
high cost of future reporting on this single data item, wages of placed veterans, in spite of
numerous data items already reported on veterans, as recorded in DOL report 9002; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
the State Employment Security Agencies to voluntarily repert separately on veterans’
wages at placement; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion urge the Congress and the Department
of Labor to arrange for such reporting by state and nationwide, through federal law
or executive action.

Resolution No. 280: Credit Service Of Military Retirees Towards Federal Employment

Benefits
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, Title 5 of the United States Code (USC) allows military veterans entering
federal employment to apply all military service to the accrual of annual leave; and

WHEREAS, Title 5 of the USC allows retired veterans entering federal employment
to apply only certain “qualifying periods” of military service to the accrual of annual leave;
and

WHEREAS, Retired military veterans are no less veterans than non-retired veterans,
and indeed have contributed greater service; and

WHEREAS, Retired military veterans, by virtue of their greater service, deserve
treatment at least equal to that of non-retired veterans; and

WHEREAS, While retired/retainer pay is awarded for several reasons, it is not awarded
as compensation for accepting less than those who gave lesser service; now, therefore, be
if

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion seek
and support legislation to amend Title 5, United States Code, to allow military retirees
entering federal service to credit all military service to accrual of annual leave.

Resolution No. 281: Veterans Hiring Preference For Federal Contractors
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, It is the intent of Congress to provide affirmative action to veterans under
Section 4212, Chapter 42, 38 USC in the employment and advancement with federal
contractors; and
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WHEREAS, The mandated VETS 100 reports indicate that the majority of the
employers covered under the section cited above have ignored or failed to implement the
requirements of hiring and advancement of covered veterans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Cenvention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
Congress to amend the covered groups under Section 4212, Chapter 42, Title 38,
United States Code by removing the terms Vietnam era and special disabled and
replacing with “veteran™ and “special emphasis on disabled veterans.”

Resolution No. 282: Veterans Hiring Preference From Employers With Federal Grants
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, The employment of veterans should be one of the highest priorities of the
federal government; and

WHEREAS, Veterans do not receive preference from employers that receive grants
from the federal government; and

WHEREAS, Veterans do not receive preference from employers that receive contracts
on federally assisted projects and other target groups do receive special hiring consideration;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion secks
to ensure that veterans receive preference from employers with grants and contracts
from the federal government and preference from employers that receive funding on
all federally assisted projects.

Resolution No. 286: Job Protections For Service Connected Disabled Veterans

Requiring Medical Treatment Or Examinations At VA Facilities
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, Executive Order 5396 signed by President Hoover in 1933 extended
certain privileges and protections for disabled veterans needing medical treatment for their
service-connected disabilities; and

WHEREAS, These veterans who are employed by the federal government must be
granted annual, sick, or leave without pay for treatment of a service connected disability
without penalty; and

WHEREAS, The Executive Order does not extend these rights and protections to those
who must report for a compensation or pension examination; and

WHEREAS, These protections extend only to employees of the Federal government;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion seek
legislation that would extend to any disabled veterans employed by Federal, State, City,
County, Municipal or private employer the privileges and protections contained in the
provisions of Executive Order 5396; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Department of Labor’s Office of Veterans’ Employment
and Training Service (VETS) be charged with enforcement of this provision.
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Resolution Neo. 288: Support The Development Of Veterans On-The-Job Training

Oppeortunities
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics (Employment & Veterans Preference)

WHEREAS, In years past there have been special employment initiatives for
employment of veterans; and

WHEREAS, One was the Servicemembers Occupational Conversion and Training Act
(SMOCTA), and the other was the Veteran's Job Training Act (VITA); and

WHEREAS, These programs were designed to provide financial incentives for
employers to hire certain categories of veterans and have expired; and

WHEREAS, These were highly successful programs because employers were able to
defray some costs associated with training these veterans; and

WHEREAS, There have been numerous changes to the Montgomery G.I. Bill (MGIB)
making it easier for veterans to obtain higher education and even a license or certification;
and

WHEREAS, The MGIB can be a useful tool to help employers defray the costs of
training of veterans by developing an on-the-job training (OJT) program thereby benefitting
both the veteran and employer; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28,29, 2002, That The American Legion support
the development of an outreach program to veterans and emplovers to develop on-the-
job training (OJT) programs for eligible veterans; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support the development of joint
projects to enhance OJT opportunities for eligible veterans through the Montgomery
GI Bill.

Referred to the Standing Economic (Employment & Veterans Preference)
Commission

Resolution Ne. 220: (NY) Disabled Veterans Be Identified As A Priority Category in
Affirmative Action Programs

Committee on Other Economic Matters

Recommended Action on Resolutions
Approval

Resolution No. 169: Home Loan Guaranty Program
Origin: Utah
Submitted by: Economics

WHEREAS, The Serviceman’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (P. L.346, 78th Congress)
established, among other things, a home loan guaranty program that was to be administered
by the Veterans Administration, which later became the Department of Veterans Affairs
(DVA); and

WHEREAS, The two purposes of the original program were to help returning World
War II veterans in their readjustment to civilian life and to stimulate the economy by
assisting those veterans in obtaining mortgage financing from the private sector; and
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WHEREAS, Because of the popularity and success of the DVA Loan Guaranty
Program, and because it benefitted the American economy as well as eligible veterans,
Congress decided to make that five-year pilot program permanent; and

WHEREAS, To date the DV A has guaranteed 17 million loans to eligible veterans and
has, for the most part, maintained a default rate that compares very favorably with the
default rate on private sector mortgages; and

WHEREAS, While many of the veterans who have participated in this program could
have obtained private sector financing, many others could not have qualified for
conventional mortgages; and

WHEREAS, Congress has made numerous changes over the years in attempts to
improve this VA program, including authorizing certain pilot programs; and

WHEREAS, In 1992 Congress authorized DVA to conduct a three-year pilot program
which allowed VA to guarantee Adjustable Rate Mortgages (ARMs); and

WHEREAS, During that three-year period the DVA's ARM program became very
popular and accounted for approximately 22 percent of all loans guaranteed by the DVA;
and

WHEREAS, One of the attractive features of an ARM is that it allows the borrower to
obtain a home loan with an interest rate below that of a normal fixed rate loan, thus allowing
that person to select the financing option that best suits their needs; and

WHEREAS, Because the DVA’s ARM program was underwritten much more
conservatively than ARMs available in the conventional market, very few loans went into
default; and

WHEREAS, Although the DVA and Congress were in favor of making the program
permanent, the Congressional Budget Office blocked a permanent extension because it
believed that the cost would be $36 million per year, even though the DV A had proven that
it could run that program at a lower cost; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
reaffirm its strong support for the Department of Veterans Affairs’ Loan Guaranty
Service and its Programs; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support legislation to reinstate the
Department of Veterans Affairs’ Adjustable Rate Mortgage program; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support any administrative and/or
legislative efforts that will improve and strengthen the Loan Guaranty Service’s ability
to serve America's veterans.

Resolution No. 254: Reaffirm Support Of The Small Business Administration’s Office

Of Veterans’ Business Development
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics
{As consolidated with Resolution Ne. 16 (MA))

WHEREAS, Assistance o veterans who have honorably served this country is a
traditional veterans’ benefit that dates back to the passage of the Servicemen’s Readjustment
Act of 1944; and

WHEREAS, Among veterans’ benefits is assistance in creating and operating veteran-
owned small business; and

WHEREAS, Veteran-owned small businesses are good for the economy in the local
community, state, and nation; now therefore be it
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RESOLVED, By The American Legion, in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28,29, 2002, That The American Legion support
the efforts of the Small Business Administration’s Office of Veterans’ Business
Development in its initiatives to provide enhanced outreach to veterans; and be it
finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support legislation that would permit
the Office of Veterans® Business Develoepment to enter inte contracts, grants, and
cooperative agreements to further its outreach goals.

Resolution No. 255: Support Preference For Veteran-Owned Businesses
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics
(As consolidated with Resolution No. 14 (MA))
WHEREAS, Assistance to veterans who have honorably served our country is a
veterans’ benefit that dates back to the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944; and
WHEREAS, Benefitsto veterans included assistance in creating and operating veteran-
owned small businesses; now, therefore be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
encourages the Congress to require a reasonable set-aside of Federal procurement and
contracts for businesses owned and operated by veterans; and be it finally
" RESOLVED, That veteran-owned businesses adversely impacted by Base
Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) recommendations receive the highest

priority.

Resolution No. 264: Home Loan Guaranty Program
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics
{As consolidated with Resolution Ne. 108 (UT))

WHEREAS, The Veterans Administration Home Loan Guaranty program has been in
effect since 1944; and

WHEREAS, The Veterans Administration Home Loan Guaranty program has afforded
approximately 17 million veterans the opportunity to purchase homes; and

WHEREAS, The Veterans Administration Home Loan Guaranty program offers
veterans a centralized, affordable and accessible method of purchasing homes in return for
their service to this nation; and

WHEREAS, Currently the loan-guaranty limit is $252,500; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That the Department of Veterans
Affairs Home Loan Guaranty limit be raised to at least $300,000, and also be
geographically adjusted as local market conditions require.

Resolution Ne. 266: Delimiting Date For Using The GI Bill
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics

WHEREAS, The American Legion is an organization of war veterans who have
dedicated themselves to the service of the community, state and nation, and

WHEREAS, The intent of the Veterans Gl Bill for education is primarily to assist
veterans in retraining so that they may find productive jobs, and
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WHEREAS, The delimiting date for using these benefits is ten years from separation
from active-duty, which encourages recently separated veterans to complete formal
education in a timely manner; and

WHEREAS, The current job market requires highly trained individuals from accredited
institutions; and

WHEREAS, There continues to be instability within the workforce due to technological
advances that could make a vocation obsolete thus requiring retraining, well after the 10~
year delimiting date; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion support
retaining the ten-year delimiting period for veterans to use Montgomery GI Bill
educational benefits; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That the Department of Veterans Affairs provide a waiver to any
eligible veteran beyend the ten-year limit on 2 case-by-case basis.

Resolution Ne. 267: Support Major Enhancements For The Montgomery GI Bill
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics

WHEREAS, The Serviceman’s Readjustment Act of 1944, better known as the GI Bill,
served as the primary means for reintegrating millions of returning World War II veterans
into American society; and

WHEREAS, The Gl Bill was responsible for allowing retuming World War Il veterans
and their families to achieve the American dream — an education, a home, a stable and
profitable career, and ownership in their own businesses; and

WHEREAS, The original GI Bill benefits package returned to the United States
Treasury many times the initial investment through increased tax collections and is
considered by many experts as the greatest piece of social legislation ever enacted; and

WHEREAS, The current veterans’ educational benefit, the Montgomery GI Bill, has
failed to keep pace with escalating educational costs and is significantly diminished in
relation to the unique educational benefits offered in the original GI Bill; and

WHEREAS, Today’s military educational benefits package directly competes with
other federally funded educational programs, such as AmeriCorps, Pell Grants and others
that offer equal or greater monetary benefits with less personal sacrifice and hardship; and

WHEREAS, The veterans’ educational benefits package for the 21* Century must be
designed to recruit outstanding individuals to meet the needs of the United States Armed
Forces and to serve as a successful transition instrument from military service back into the
civilian workforce; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion support
passage of major enhancements to the current All-Volunteer Force Education
Assistance Program, better known as the Mentgomery GI Bill (MGIB); and be it
further

RESOLVED, That the dollar amount of the entitlement should be indexed to the
average cost of college education including tuition, fees, textbooks and other supplies
for a commuter student at an accredited university, college or trade school for which
they qualify; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the educational cost index should be reviewed and adjusted
annually; and be it further
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RESOLVED, That a monthly tax-free subsistence allowance indexed for inflation
must be part of the educational assistance package; and be it further

RESOLVED, That enroliment in the MGIB shall be automatic upon enlistment,
however, benefits will not be awarded unless eligibility criteria have been met; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That the current military payroll deduction ($31200) required for
enrollment in MGIB must be terminated; and be it further

RESOLVED, That if a veteran enrolled in the MGIB acquired educational loans
prior to enlisting in the Armed Forces, MGIB benefits may be used to repay existing
educational loans; and be it further

RESOLVED, That if a veteran enrolled in the MGIB becomes eligible for training
and rehabilitation under Chapter 31 of Title 38, United States Code, the veteran shall
not receive less educational benefits than otherwise eligible to receive under MGIB;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a veteran may request an accelerated payment of all monthly
educational benefits upon meeting the criteria for eligibility for MGIB financial
payments, with the payment provided directly to the educational institution; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That separating service members and veterans seeking a license or
credential must be able to use MGIB educational benefits to pay for the cost of taking
any written or practical test or other measuring device; and be it further

RESOLVED, That eligible veterans shall have 10 years after discharge to utilize
MGIB educational benefits; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That eligible members of the Select Reserves who qualify for MGIB
educational benefits shall receive not more than half of the tuition assistance and
subsistence allowance payable under the MGIB and have up to 5 years from their date
of separation to use MGIB educational benefits.

Resolution No. 107: Amend The Internal Revenue Code For Qualified Veteran

Definition
Origin: Utah
Submitted by: Economics

WHEREAS, The States of Oregon, Alaska, Wisconsin, California, and Texas have
authority in the Federal Tax Code to issue Qualified Veteran Mortgage Bonds to finance
their respective veteran home loan programs; and

WHEREAS, Veterans’ eligibility under current federal tax law restricts the eligibility
to veterans who served on active duty prior to January 1, 1977; and

WHEREAS, The Directors of Veterans Affairs of the aforementioned states are
desirous of extending their respective veteran home loan programs to include the men and
women of the United States of Americadispatched to participate in the conflicts in Lebanon,
Grenada, Panama, and Southwest Asia (Persian Gulf); and

WHEREAS, Veterans of these aforementioned conflicts should receive benefits
consistent with the benefits available to veterans of previous armed conflicts; and

WHEREAS, Those veterans have been qualified for eligibility into congressionally
chartered veterans’ organizations by prior acts of the Congress of the United States; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carolina August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That the Congress of the United
States be urged to amend Paragraph 4 of Section 143(I) of the Internal Revenue Code
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of 1986 to read: “Qualified Veteran. — For the purpoese of this subsection, the term
‘qualified veteran’ means any veteran who meets such requirements as may be imposed
by the state law pursuant to which qualified veterans’ mortgage bonds are issued.”

Resolution No. 111: Veterans Preference For Housing In The Department Of Housing

And Urban Development
Origin: Utah
Submitted by: Econemics
{As amended)

WHEREAS, There are nearly 12,000,000 living American veterans over the age of 60;
and

WHEREAS, Because many of those veterans are living on fixed incomes, it is often
difficult if not impossible for them to provide adequate housing for themselves and their
families; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) operates
affordable housing programs for senior citizens; and

WHEREAS, Many needy and deserving veterans are unable to participate in those
housing programs because of long waiting lists; and

WHEREAS, A large percentage of those occupying HUD housing are legal and illegal
aliens who have never served this country’s Armed Forces; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
supports any legislative or administrative initiative that will give preference to
American veterans and their families in obtaining housing through the programs of the
Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Resolution No. 283: Funding For Homeless Programs
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Ecenomics

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States has passed legislation to fund the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs Health Care for Homeless Veterans program, the Homeless
Domiciliary Care Program and the Compensated Work Therapy (CWT) rehabilitation
program; and

WHEREAS, Some of these programs have been in partnership with veterans service
organizations and other non-profit organizations; and

WHEREAS, There are estimates ranging from 250,000 to one million veterans who are
homeless; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion has been an active partner with the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs with the Health Care for Homeless Veterans and CWT
programs; and

WHEREAS, These programs have proved to be successful in rehabilitation of the
veteran in helping himvher to become a productive citizen again; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Conventien assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion renew
its commitment to assisting homeless veterans and their families; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion continue to support the efforts of public
and private sector agencies and organizations with the resources necessary to aid
homeless veterans and their families; and be it further
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RESOLVED, That The American Legion seek and support any legislative or
administrative proposal that will provide medical, rehabilitative and employment
assistance to homeless veterans and their families; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion shall call on the Congress of the United
States to keep the Health Care for Homeless Veterans program, the Homeless
Domiciliary program and the Compensated Work Therapy Rehabilitation program
funded separately from general United States Department of Veterans Affairs funding.

Resolution No. 151: Full Funding For Small Business Leoans In VA
Origin: Maine
Submitted by: Economics
(As consolidated with Resolution No. 22 (MA))

WHEREAS, Small business is the backbone of the American economy; and

WHEREAS, More than nine out of every ten businesses are small firms which produce
almost one-half of the Gross Domestic Product; and

WHEREAS, Over one-half of the Nation’s work force is employed by small business,
with the average company employing approximately 11 persons; and

WHEREAS, America has benefitted immeasurably from the service of its 27 million
living veterans, who made great sacrifices in the defense of freedom, the preservation of
democracy, and the protection of the free enterprise system; and

WHEREAS, Reliable sources have estimated that 20 percent of all small businesses are
owned and operated by veterans; and

WHEREAS, Because of the status of the economy over the past few years, many
thousands of workers have lost their jobs through no fault of their own and have been
unsuccessful in finding new employment; and

WHEREAS, One way of combating unemployment is through the creation of new jobs;
and

WHEREAS, Government can help to create new jobs by encouraging qualified
entrepreneurs to start new small businesses; and

WHEREAS, Many veterans who want to become entrepreneurs either do not

qualify for the direct or guaranteed loans through the Small Business Administration (SBA),
or do not apply for such a loan because of the red tape involved in obtaining an SBA loan;
and

WHEREAS, Congress passed legislation in the early 1980s that amended Chapter 37
of Title 38, United States Code, to establish a pilot veterans’ small business program that
was to be administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA); and

WHEREAS, The DVA’s small business loan program was never funded and was
allowed to sunset on Sept. 30, 1986; and

WHEREAS, Many veterans who want to become entrepreneurs could realize their
dreams of going into business if the DVA’s small business loan programs were available to
them; and

WHEREAS, The DVA estimates that if its small business loan program is authorized
it will help to cushion the impact of the downsizing of the military by creating a million new
jobs over the next five years; and

WHEREAS, If the DVA’s small business loan program is re-authorized, it should be
opened to post-Vietnam-era veterans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carolina, on August 27, 28,29, 2002, That The American Legion seck
and support legislation that would re-authorize and fund a Department of Veterans
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Affairs small business loan program for disabled, Vietnam-era and pest-Vietnam-era
veterans; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support the Small Business
Administration’s efforts to provide entrepreneurial information to all service members
who are separating or retiring from the military.

Resolution No. 284: Reimbursement For Correspondence And Distance Learning

Courses
Origin: Economics
Submitted by: Economics

WHEREAS, Approximately 1.5 million veterans have chosen to study via
correspondence training since 1970; and

WHEREAS, The current GI Bill does not meet the needs of many eligible veterans; and

WHEREAS, During the early 1970s veterans were reimbursed for 90% of the cost of
their tuition; and

WHEREAS, Today veterans enrolled in correspondence courses are reimbursed only
55% of their total course tuition; and

WHEREAS, The average total cost of an accredited correspondence course is just over
$1,000, making it the most cost effective method of education today; and

WHEREAS, Correspondence training is often the only educational opportunity
available to veterans who are homebound, hospitalized, incarcerated or living in arural area
where no colleges or schools are within reach; and

WHEREAS, Accredited correspondence institutions offer valuable, salable vocational
and professional skills in such in-demand fields as computer programming, health care
topics, management, electronics technology, and hundreds of other jobs that will help our
Nation’s deserving veterans get better jobs faster and with up-to-date training delivered with
convenience and flexible learning techniques such as Internet-based education; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, Aungust 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
strongly supports an effort to amend Title 38 to restore the reimbursement rate for
correspondence and distance learning training to 90% of tuition.

Resolution No. 285: Homestead Privilege To Veterans
Origin: Econemics
Submitted by: Ecenomics

WHEREAS, Since the Revolutionary War America has honored her veterans by
granting them homestead acreage because of their service to our country; and

WHEREAS, Congress is considering granting Alaskan Native Vietnam veterans limited
rights to obtain public land allotment; and

WHEREAS, Veterans are the most homeless group of the population that ever existed
in our country; and

WHEREAS, Our federal government has ample public lands available to grant veterans
homestead lots; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That Congress be petitioned to
open up homestead privileges to United States military veterans on a priority basis.
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Resolution No. 269 (Economics): National Employment Service Award Recipients

CHRMN SERCERCHI: On behalf of the National Economic Commission that
concludes my report. As a duly authorized delegate from the Department of Maine, I move
for the adoption of this report.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: A motion has been made and I have heard a second. Under
the question, hearing none all those in favor, signal by the sign of aye. Those, nay. The ayes
have it. The report is approved.

Thank you, Ken, to you and your Convention committee and the staff.

Presentation: Employer of the Year Awards for Hiring Veterans

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Now it is time to extend special recognition to three
employers for their outstanding record of making jobs available to veterans. That special
recognition comes in the form of The American Legion Employer of the Year Award. We
recognize three such organizations as 2001 Employers of the Year.

One award is for companies employing 50 or less people, another for companies
employing from 31 to 200 people, and a third for companies with more than 200 workers.
Each is nominated by a Post and advances through Department and National competition
levels.

The 2001 Employer of the Year Award in the under 50 category goes to the Wal-Mart
Distribution Center in Winter Haven, Florida. The personnel manager of the center is Laurel
Waddingham. Here to accept the award is Ron Kelley of the Department of Florida. Joining
Ron is the immediate Past Commander, Ken Powell, Sr.

The award reads: “The American Legion National Award for Outstanding Employer
of Veterans 2001. Presented to the Wal-Mart Distribution Center of Winter Haven, Florida
for an exceptional record in the employment of veterans.

Presented at the 84™ Annual National Convention, Charlotte, North Carolina, August
28, 2002.”

MR. KELLEY: Laurel sends her regrets that she couldn’t be here. She asked me to
thank The American Legion for this prestigious award. She is proud to be a member of The
American Legion. She and her husband are both members of Post §, Winterhaven, Florida.
She says she strives to reach the 55% to 60%. She currently has over 50% of her staff of
veterans. She says thank you for this award.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The award in the 51 - 200 category goesto M & T
Company of Manchester, New Jersey. Accepting the award is the Human Resource Manager
for M & T — Walt Popick.

The award reads: “The American Legion National Award for Outstanding Employer
of Veterans 2001. Presented to the M & T Company for an exceptional record in the
employment of veterans. Presented at the 84™ Annual National Convention, Charlotte, North
Carolina, August 28, 2002.”

Mr. Popick, please accept this award. We thank you for your company’s service to
veterans.

MR. POPICK: We are extremely honored for this award. But we don’t see where we’ve
done anything different. Fellow vets, we admire you, we thank you, God bless you.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The award in the more than 200 employees category goes
to Basic Water Company of Henderson, Nevada. Accepting on behalf of the company’s Vice



119

Proceedings of Wednesday, August 28, 2002

President, Colen Watts, is Casey Martin, delegate and member from the Department of
Nevada, The American Legion.

The award reads: “The American Legion National Award for Outstanding Employer
of Veterans 2001. Presented to Basic Water Company, for an exceptional record in the
employment of veterans. Presented at the 84" Anmual National Convention, Charlotte, North
Carolina, August 28, 2002.”

MR. WATTS: Thank you. Mr. Watts asked me to extend his gratitude for this award
to the national staff and to our past Department Commander, Mr. Sam Rubelo, who urged
me to nominate Basic Water Company. He wanted everyone to know how much he
appreciates The American Legion. I would like to ask everyone to support ail of the Legion
programs because if you get in the community and you want better make yourself known,
you can get a lot more money out of these companies because this company donates a lot
of money to our post.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: On behalf of the men and women of The American Legion,
and all of our Nation’s veterans, I extend to you our congratulations. We’re certain you’ll
keep hiring veterans. Tell other businesses about the reliability and work ethic of veterans.

Another employment award that I am honored to present goes to the top Local Veterans
Representative (LVER) in the nation. The award honors an individual who has done such
a remarkable job of placing veterans in jobs that even their peers take notice. The
Employment Service Award to the Local Veterans Employment Representative for 2002
goes to Barbara Phillips, of Fort Payne, Alabama.

The award reads: “The American Legion National Award for Outstanding Local
Veterans Employment Representative of the Year 2001, presented to Barbara Phillips for
your outstanding service to the veterans of the State of Alabama.”

MS. PHILLIPS: I'd like to thank everyone for this award for what you have done for
our nation. Thank you.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The American Legion is also proud of the men and women
who work on behalf of disabled veterans seeking employment. This year I am happy to
present the Disabled Veterans Outreach Program of the Year Award to Ronald Mullen of
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

The award reads: The American Legion National Award—Outstanding DVOP of the
YEAR 2001, presented to Ronald Mullen Disabled Veterans® Outreach Program Specialist
Tulsa, Oklahoma for your outstanding service to the veterans of the state of Oklahoma.

MR. MULLEN: I appreciate being honored with this award. I also thank The Amercing
Legion for honoring all of the hard work that was done by all of the veteran employment
reps and all of the employers across the nation. Thank you, The American Legion.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Continuing with our recognition of those who assist our
fellow veterans in finding meaningful work, it is time to honor the top Employment Service
Office of the Year. The award goes to the Fayetteville Local Employment Security
Commission of Fayetteville, North Carolina.

The award reads: “The American Legion National Award to the Outstanding
Employment Service Office of the Year 2001 is presented to the Fayetteville local
employment security commission, Fayetteville, North Carolina, for outstanding service to
the veterans of the state of North Carolina.”

Accepting the award is Glenn McQueen, office manager for the Fayetteville
Employment Security Commission.

MR. MCQUEEN: It is truly an honor to stand before you all to accept this award. On
behalf of the Employment Security Commission in the state of North Carolina, and of
course, the Fayetteville offices, thank you.
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NATL COMDR SANTOS: The Chair recognizes Joseph Caouetie of New Hampshire,
Chairman of the National Convention Committee on Americanism for the purpose of a
report.

Report: Convention Committee on Americanism
Joseph Caouette, New Hampshire, Chairman

Fifty members of your Convention Committee on Americanismmet on Sunday, August
25,2002, in the Charlotte Convention Center, Charlotte, North Carolina, to discuss matters
of Americanism-related resolutions assigned to the committee.

The committee organized by electing Joseph E. Caouette, Jr. (NH), Chairman; Ted
Howarth (NJ), Vice Chairman; and Victor DeSloover (1A) as the Secretary.

The committee discussed 49 resolutions that were assigned to the group. Included
among them were several that pertained to the recent ruling on the Pledge of Allegiance by
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.

Y our Americanism committee strongly disagrees with the court’s ruling that the phrase
“one nation under God”, as recited in the Pledge of Allegiance, is an unconstitutional
endorsement of religion. In fact, The American Legion has responded to this action by filing
a motion in federal court in San Francisco to overturn the ruling.

Delegates and guests to this convention, one father and self-described atheist, who
didn’t approve of his second-grade daughter reciting the pledge of allegiance in her public
school, shall not and will not alter our position of support for the Pledge in its present form.

Your Americanism Committee applauds the words of National Commander Ric Santos
when he said “I promise that our organization will stand with the American people all the
way to the Supreme Court to correct this grave injustice.” Mr. Commander, [ want to assure
you that you have the complete support of the Americanism Committee as evidenced by the
following resolution, which I shall read in its entirety.

Recommended Action on Resolutions Were Approved and Consolidated

Resolution No. 292: Pledge Of Allegiance

Origin: Americanism

Submitted by: Americanism

(Consolidated with Resolution No. 49 (IL); Resolution No. 57 (IA); Resolution No. 140
{MO); and Resolution No. 155 (OH))

WHEREAS, In October 1970, The American Legion’s National Executive Committee
passed Resolution 13 titled “Defense and Respect for the United States Flag,” that voiced
The American Legion’s support for continuing the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance in
the nation’s public schools; and

WHEREAS, In recent years, several states have passed legislation to encourage and
authorize the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance in the schools within their state; and

WHEREAS, In 1954, The Congress of the United States reaffirmed the influence on
government by a supreme power when it revised the Pledge of Allegiance by inserting the
words “under God” as follows:

1 pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for
which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all; and

WHEREAS, Liberal judicial opinions and media coverage has questioned the propriety
of reciting the Pledge of Allegiance in public schools in the United States, citing the
unconstitutionality in references to God; and
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WHEREAS, The American Legion, the Congress of the United States, and many other
groups and organizations open their regular meetings by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, Aungust 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
reiterate its continuing support for the Pledge of Allegiance in its current form, voicing
opposition to any and all attempts to revise it beyond the version approved by Congress
in 1954; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion encourage the nation’sschools to include
the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance by teachers and students in regular school
activities and events; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion, at all levels, continue its unyielding
suppeort for the Pledge of Allegiance and its provisions of national loyalty and support
for our democratic republic.

Resolution No. 293: Internal Security Of The United States
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, The American Legion has always recognized the importance of
investigations that expose the truth about subversive activities that may harm or seek to
destroy our constitutional government; and

WHEREAS, The Central Intelligence Agency and the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
both security agencies of this Nation, perform functions essential to the maintenance of our
national security; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion supports the thorough background investigation of
all applicants for federal employment to expose possible links to subversive activities or
membership in subversive organizations that contribute to the weakening of the internal
security of the United States; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carelina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urges
the President and the Congress of the United States to immediately take such action as
may be appropriate and necessary to significantly strengthen federal intelligence and
security agencies that protect us from foreign espionage, organized crime and
subversive activities; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion urge the President and the Congress of
the United States to approve legislation and take executive action as necessary to deny
subversive individuals or groups the ability to infiltrate and subsequently destroy our
government agencies and institutions through federal employment.

Resolution No. 294: The English Language Be Declared As The Official United States
Language
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism
WHEREAS, The United States has over the many years been a haven and in most cases
a new home for people of many ethnic backgrounds; and
WHEREAS, These people, although keeping their ethnic background alive, were urged
to take advantage of the educational system that taught them the English language and
American history; and
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WHEREAS, Many permanent residents and new citizens, although clinging to their
ethnic backgrounds did with pride take advantage of learning the language of the United
States; and

WHEREAS, Bilingual programs funded by the Department of Education are designed
to teach with the primary instruction in the student’s home language, while English is
subjected to a secondary status; and

WHEREAS, These programs tend to encourage separatism, rather than a unification
of purpose; and

WHEREAS, There exists alternative bilingual education programs which provide a
more efficient transition to proficiency in the English language; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
encourage legislation which would establish English as the official national language;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion encourage Congress fo pass a
constitutional amendment to designate English as the official language of government
in the United States; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion urge Congress to encourage and fund
alternative bilingual education programs to serve, as was intended, as a short
intermediate step to achieve proficiency in the English language.

Resolution No. 295: Return Patriotic Holidays To Traditional Dates
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, The dates of certain patriotic holidays have been changed from their
original dates to create “three-day weekends”; and

WHEREAS, The time-honored traditional observances of these holidays has been
eroded; and

WHEREAS, The majority of Americans view Memorial Day as a time for relaxation
and leisure recreation rather than as a solemn occasion and a time to reflect and pay tribute
to the American servicemen and women who sacrificed their lives in defense of our Nation;
and

WHEREAS, By urging the ringing of bells in our communities for one minute on
traditional Memorial Day, May 30, it will help Americans to realize that the true purpose of
this day is to pay tribute to those who have given so much for their country; and

WHEREAS, Our hope for the future has been made possible because our servicemen
and women have made sacrifices in order to secure freedom for America and the ringing of
community bells is a fitting way to observe traditional Memorial Day in the years to come;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, Augast 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion calls
upon the Congress of the United States to restore the official observance of Lincoln’s
Birthday to February 12, Washington’s Birthday te February 22, Memeorial Day to
May 30 and Columbus Day to October 12 each year; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion urge the passage of federal

legislation that would result in an annual Presidential proclamation calling on all
American institutions, public and private, to toll their bells for one minute, beginning
at 11:00 a.m. on the traditional Memorial Day, May 30, in remembrance of the
servicemen and women who died defending our Nation and our freedom.
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Resolution No. 296: U.S. Citizenship Process
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, The American Legion has actively promoted and advocated the inclusion
of a formal Naturalization Ceremony, conducted in the English language and in a U.S.
District Court, as a step in the process of becoming a United States naturalized citizen; and

WHEREAS, In August 1995, the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) began
its Citizenship USA program to naturalize 1.3 million new citizens by increasing the speed
and efficiency of the naturalization process; and

WHEREAS, The increased activity at INS offices created problems in the processing
of applications, resulting in an estimated 180,000 being approved without the proper
screening by the FBI and the INS; and

WHEREAS, A survey conducted by the Center for Equal Opportunity has revealed
disturbing information that there are no uniform standards within the INS for testing
citizenship applicants and that many applicants become United States citizens without
having the ability to speak the English language or without even a rudimentary knowledge
about U.S. history and civics, despite federal laws to the contrary; and

WHEREAS, Many Legionnaires and Posts of The American Legion have traditionally
participated in naturalization ceremonies as part of ifs Americanism program; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carclina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
encourage Members of Congress to conduct oversight hearings of the naturalization
process to insure comprehensive background checks are made on all applicants for U.S.
citizenship; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That Congress take necessary actioms, including corrective
legislation, to prohibit the demeaning of the naturalization precess and ceremonies by
groups and individuals entrusted with naturalization responsibilities.

Resolution No. 297: Illegal Aliens
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, Current laws, as established within “The Immigration Reform and Control
Act of 1986” (IRCA) has not achieved the results desired by The American Legion for
addressing the many and varied problems created by illegal aliens: and

WHEREAS, A 1996 study by the Center for Immigration Studies estimated the cost of
the IRCA amnesty after 10 years at $76.7 billion for the 2.7 million illegal aliens who
received amnesty, which represents a government subsidy of $28,727 for each illegal alien;
and

WHEREAS, The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) has reported that, even
with IRCA regulations in effect, more than 1.5 million illegal aliens were apprehended at
our borders during 1998; and

WHEREAS, Illegal aliens in the United States create serious economic problems which
include increased welfare costs, adverse effects on the American labor market, and the
expense of detecting, detaining, processing and deporting of apprehended illegals; and

WHEREAS, Veterans are displaced from employment by the employment of illegal
aliens; and
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WHEREAS, There must be a broad exchange of information and related action among
those Executive Departments responsible for dealing with various aspects of immigration
law and illegal aliens; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion wishes to reiterate its opposition to any type of
amnesty (“legalization”) program, that excuses and rewards the law-breaking illegal aliens;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carelina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
supports strict enforcement of employer sanctions as called for in current law that
provide heavy penalties for employers who knowingly hire illegal aliens; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) be provided
the monies necessary to ensure both the thorough performance of their duties and the
security of the borders of the United States; and be it further

RESOLVED, That aliens illegally in the U.S, should be denied Social Security
benefits, unemployment compensation, and other types of public assistance; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That we urge the Congress of the United States not to extend or
enhance the legalization program beyond what is specifically outlined in Title II,
Section 245, 8 USC 1255; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion calls for legislation to guarantee a free
flow of information and technical assistance between the agencies of government tasked
with the various aspects of the illegal alien issue.

Resolution No. 298: Injured Or Disabled Non-Citizen Veterans Applying For

Naturalization
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, During our Nation’s call to arms in the preservation of our liberty, our
Nation has been blessed with the services of individuals from many nations who cherish
liberty; and

WHEREAS, The Congress of the United States has recognized that through service in
our Armed Forces these servicemen have forged a bond with our Country; and

WHEREAS, Under the present Immigration and Nationality Act the non-citizen soldier
is allowed to apply for naturalization only upon completion of three (3) years of active duty;
and

WHEREAS, Some non-citizen servicemen were injured or became disabled while on
active duty and were medically discharged from the Armed Forces for said injuries or
medical conditions prior to three years of active duty service; and

WHEREAS, Admitting men and women with service-connected disabilities into the
U.S. does not increase the taxpayer's obligation, since all U. S. veterans, without regard to
their citizenship or residence, are currently entitled to both disability compensation and
medical care from the Department of Veterans Affairs; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion support
legislation that will amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to allow non-citizen
veterans with less than three years of active duty -- because of injuries incurred or
aggravated while on active duty with the U.S. Armed Forces, which result in a
discharge under honorable conditions, to seek naturalization.
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Resolution No. 299: School Prayer
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, Americans have historically believed in seeking God's protection and
guidance through prayer; and

WHEREAS, The value of expressing spiritual convictions through public prayer has
been recognized as a firm basis on which to conduct public proceedings; and

WHEREAS, Supreme Court decisions during the early 1960s have had the effect of
severely restricting the practice of any manner of public prayer even though these decisions
simply addressed prescribed or compulsory prayer; and

WHEREAS, This restriction is most evident in our nation’s public schools where a
concurrent moral and spiritual decline is clearly manifested; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 20602, That The American Legion
reaffirm its support for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States that
would permit voluntary prayer in public buildings, including public schools and at
other public gatherings; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That Congress pass legislation to promete the concept of school
prayer in order to emsure that our Nation’s public school children have a daily
opportunity to pray.

Resolution No. 360: Award Medal Of Honor To The Four Chaplains
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, On the frigid night of February 3, 1943, at approximately 12:55 a.m., the
United States troop transport ship Dorchester, was torpedoed 150 miles off the coast of
Greenland throwing the total ship into complete darkness amid shrieks of escaping steam
and the frantic cries for help; and

WHEREAS, The Four Chaplains—Lieutenants John P. Washington, Clark V. Poling,
George L. Fox and Alexander Goode—moved quickly among the bewildered troops,
calming them and directing them to lifeboats and urging and assisting them to escape the
quickly sinking vessel; and

WHEREAS, When there were no more life jackets available, the four chaplains
aforesaid took off their own life jackets and made others accept them and use them in
escaping the sinking vessel and, further, the four chaplains remained on the ship's slanted
aft deck with arms linked together, heads bowed in prayer as the Dorchester slipped beneath
the waves; and

WHEREAS, By their heroic actions, these four chaplains have become a legend with
memorials to “their three faiths and one God” arising around this nation to promote
brotherhood, to fight bigotry, and to encourage interfaith and interracial unity; and

WHEREAS, By these actions and in the sacrifice of their own lives they have become
a beacon of faith for the people of this country to emulate with their traits of compassion and
understanding based upon interracial and interfaith lessons as illustrated by the personal
action of the four chaplains and is the basis for building bridges of understanding among all
people of different faiths, religious and racial backgrounds; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
requests the Congress of the United States, by special legislative action, award
posthumously to U. S. Army Chaplains, Lt. John P. Washington, Lt. Clark V. Peling,
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Lt. George L. Fox and Lt. Alexander D. Goode, the Medal of Honor for their heroism
which cost them their lives on the night of February 3, 1943.

Resolution No. 301: Constitutional Amendment To Protect The Flag Of The United

States
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism
(Consolidated with Res. 177 (NH))

WHEREAS, The American Legion has campaigned diligently for the passage of an
amendment to the Constitution of the United States to protect the symbol of our Nation, the
Flag of the United States, from physical desecration; and

WHEREAS, Part of that campaign has included the founding of The Citizens Flag
Alliance, Inc., a coalition of more than 142 civic, veteran, business and fraternal
organizations which have come together to persuade Congress to propose a flag protection
constitutional amendment; and

WHEREAS, The legislatures of all 50 states have indicated by memorial resolutions
to the US Congress that such an amendment to the US Constitution is needed in view of the
1989 decision of the United States Supreme Court (Texas v. Johnson) that invalidated all
flag protection laws; and

WHEREAS, Surveys have shown that over 80% of the American people support the
passage of a constitutional amendment to protect the flag from desecration; and

WHEREAS, Since the time of the American Revolution millions of men and women
have proudly defended our country under the “Stars & Stripes” and, as a last gesture of
gratitude this emblem of our country is placed upon the coffin of veterans as a token of
respect for services rendered to a grateful nation; and

WHEREAS, In the 107" Congress, the US House of Representatives passed a proposed
flag protection amendment, 298-125, while the measure is pending action in the U.S. Senate
where it has yet to reach the necessary two-thirds required to approve such an amendment
to prohibit the physical desecration of the Flag of the United States; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
continue to urge the Congress of the United States to propose and approve an
amendment to the US Constitution that would allow the Congress to prohibit the
physical desecration of the Flag of the United States; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion continue its efforts through affiliation
with The Citizens Flag Alliance, to bring to a successful conclusion the grass roots
campaign to amend the Constitution of the United States of America in order to
provide protection of the Flag from acts of physical desecration.

Resolution Ne. 302: Oppose Foreign Manufacture Of American Flags
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism
WHEREAS, The Flag of the United States is a uniquely American symbol; and
WHEREAS, The Flag Code of the United States as listed in Title 4, United States
Code, Chapter |, subsection 8(j) states that: “The flag represents a living country and is itself
considered a living thing”; and
WHEREAS, It has come to our attention that foreign manufacturers are making and
importing United States Flags and/or merchandise which violate certain provisions of the
United States Flag Code; and
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WHEREAS, Resolution 191, 1982 National Convention, Chicago, Illinois resolves that
The American Legion promote through its Posts and Departments the purchase of American
manufactured goods; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carelina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
encourage its membership, the general public, and all local, state and federal
government agencies to purchase and display only American manufactured Flags of
the United States; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion seek legislation through the United
States Congress to prohibit the importation of foreign made Flags of the United States.

Resolution No. 303: Conscientious Objectors Tax Diversion
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, The Constitution of the United States of America provides for the
common defense of all citizens; and

WHEREAS, The freedoms we enjoy and the security of our Nation that we desire rests
on the individual determination of each of us to help preserve it; and

WHEREAS, Legisiation has been introduced in Congress that would allow
conscientious objectors to elect to have their taxes spent for non-military purposes; and

‘WHEREAS, Implementation of such a practice could affect military strength and
national security; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion is
opposed to legislation that would give conscientious objectors a voice in diverting
monies from military spending.

Resolution Ne. 304: Oppose Changes To “Title V Of The Immigration and Nationality

Act”
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, The 1996 Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act, that includes
Title V of the Immigration and Nationality Act, has proven to be a valuable tool in keeping
terrorists from our shores; and

WHEREAS, A most vital section of this law allows for the gathering of secret evidence
that identifies the person as a terrorist or links the person to a known terrorist organization
or group; and

WHEREAS, Information obtained by the United States intelligence community on
individuals identified as terrorists or having links to terrorist organizations may be used in
INS administrative deportation hearings; and

WHEREAS, Title V of the Immigration and Nationality Act authorizes the use of
evidence, the source of which must remain secret and allows for the use of this secret
evidence in INS administrative deportation hearings; and

WHEREAS, Revealing the sources of the secret evidence would compromise
intelligence gathering methods, operations, personnel and jeopardize national security; and

WHEREAS, Denial of this vital evidence in INS administrative deportation hearings
would result in known terrorists remaining in the United States, posing a threat to our
national security; and
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WHEREAS, There is proposed legislation before Congress that would deny the INS
the opportunity to have this secret evidence presented at administrative deportation hearings;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion oppose
any change to “Title V of the Immigration and Nationality Act” (8 U.S.C. 1531-1537)
that would require revealing the source(s) of secret evidence used in INS administrative
deportation hearings; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That Members of Congress be urged to resist all efforts to repeal or
delete portions of this Act.

Resolution No. 305: Immigration Reform
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism
WHEREAS, The inability and/or unwillingness of certain goverament agencies to
enforce immigration quotas, laws and policies has resulted in an influx of illegal immigrants
into this country; and
WHEREAS, According to the Immigration and Naturalization Service’s (INS)
Statistics Division, one fourth of the federal prison population is foreign-born and about 1.5
million apprehensions of illegal aliens occur each year along the southern border of the
United States; and
WHEREAS, The INS, lacking sufficient resources, is incapable at present of enforcing
immigration laws, making it necessary that state and local law enforcement agencies be
empowered to coordinate with the INS on enforcement of immigration laws, as authorized
in Section 133 of “The Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act” of
1996; and
WHEREAS, Many illegal aliens resort to document fraud to establish their
employability, their residency and eligibility for this country’s social services, often
displacing U.S. workers; and
WHEREAS, The United States has no centralized database for determining eligibility
for employment and social services by immigrants; and
WHEREAS, According to the National Academy of Sciences that, even though native
households outnumber immigrant households nine to one, each native household in the
United States has to pay $166 to $266 a year to support those immigrant households; and
WHEREAS, The United States Congress has failed to mandate the enforcement of
existing immigration laws; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The Amcrican Legion in National Cenvention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion is
unalterably opposed to illegal immigration; and be it further
RESOLVED, That The American Legion urge the United States Congress, state
governments, the U.S. Justice Department and the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service to take necessary action to stop the massive flow of iliegal
immigration inte this country by means that include, but are not limited to, the
following:
1. Hire and train additional U.S. Border Patrol agents with employment
preference afforded former members of the United States Armed Forces; and
2. Encourage the United States Congress to require the U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service to work with state and lecal law enforcement agencies
to enforce immigration laws in this country; and
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3. Initiate immediate deportation proceedings at major points of embarkation
for those arriving in this country without valid passport visas; and
4. Require that all legal aliens carry identification documents that are made as
secure as technology allows and that are verifiable by any employer or benefit
agency through an easy-to-access central database; and
5.  Petition the President of the United States and the Congress to expand and
strengthen the U.S. Customs Service; the enforcement arm of the INS and the
U.S. Coast Guard; and enact such emergency measures as will prevent
smuggling of illegal aliens and stop, detain and deport potential terrorists or
those with ties to terrorist groups; and
6. That, as appropriate, military resources be employed to assist in stopping the
flow of illegal aliens into this country, and all of the resources of the United
States of America be utilized to enforce the security of our country’s borders;
and be it finally
RESOLVED, That The American Legion initiate an information campaign to alert
its members, federal and state elected officials, and the general public of the massive
influx into the country of illegal immigrants, the consequences of mass immigration
and how it will affect the standards of living in these United States.

Resolution No. 306: Illegal Immigration Compromises National Security
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, Members of The American Legion and other veterans have risked their
lives, all over the world, to help protect the freedom and security of the United States of
America and its citizens; and

WHEREAS, The freedom, security and prosperity that Americans enjoy today was paid
for by the heroism of millions of Americans who served in this nation’s Armed Forces,
many of whom sacrificed their lives so that others could live freely and without threats of
aggression; and

WHEREAS, Terrorism is, and is likely to remain, one of the most serious threats to our
national security and the safety of our citizens and threatens our freedom to move freely and
safely within and across our international boundaries; and

WHEREAS, Our nation’s intelligence agencies confirm the presence of large numbers
of international terrorists and criminal organizations operating within our borders; and

WHEREAS, The Urban Institute estimates that there are at least 8 million people living
illegally in the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, The identities and intentions of these illegal aliens are unknown to us; and

WHEREAS, Our country’s enemies recognize and understand that our nation’s failure
to control its borders or regulate the right to live in the United States is a weakness and have
already, as in the case of the acts of terrorism committed on September 11, 2001, exploited
that weakness with deadly consequences; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Coenvention assembied in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
considers massive illegal immigration to be a serious national security threat and that
it calls upon all law enforcement agencies to work together to apprehend, detain and
deport those who are in the United States of America illegally; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion encourage Congress and all federal
agencies involved to make the combating of terrorism in the United States of America
a priority and that preventive measures be taken to ensure the safety of all Americans.
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Resolution No. 307: Oppose Amnesty For Illegal Immigrants
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, Consideration is being given to granting amnesty to millions of illegal
immigrants currently in the United States of America; and

WHEREAS, Any policy that leads to millions of illegal immigrants receiving legal
permission to remain in the United States, whether such a policy is disguised in euphemistic
language such as “legalization,” “regularization,” “a guest worker program,” “earned status
adjustment,” or “earned access,” is in fact an amnesty for having broken the laws of the
United States; and

WHEREAS, Amnesty for illegal aliens will encourage still more people to immigrate
illegally to this country and will further erode respect for the law; and

WHEREAS, The 1986 amnesty involving 2.7 million immigrants is estimated to have
cost the American taxpayers $78 billion; and

WHEREAS, The amnesty proposals being contemplated today are much larger —
encompassing some or all of the estimated eight to eleven million illegal immigrants living
in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Because of existing “family reunification” policies that allow immigrants
to bring extended family members to this country, an ammnesty program could make millions
more people eligible to immigrate in the coming decade and at much greater cost than that
of the ammnesty granted in 1986; and

WHEREAS, Neither the Administration or Congress have explained how a massive
amnesty program for illegal immigrants will benefit the American public; and

WHEREAS, Numerous authoritative studies have shown that mass immigration has
harmed the interests of millions of Americans, including veterans, by undercutting wages
and working conditions, overburdening local schools, public health care facilities and other
vital social institutions; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion oppoeses
all legislation that would result in the granting of amnesty and legal residency, in any
form or by any name, to millions of illegal immigrants currently in the United States;
and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion encourage the federal government to
adept and enforce effective laws against illegal immigration.

o e, ” e

Resolution No. 308: Opposc Financial Aid For Illegal Alicn Students
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, “The Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 (IRCA) has not
achieved the results desired by The American Legion for addressing the many and varied
problems created by the large number of illegal aliens in this country; and

WHEREAS, A 1996 analysis by the Center for Immigration Studies estimated the cost
ofthe IRCA, after 10 years, at $76.7 billion for the 2.7 million illegal aliens granted amnesty
representing a government (taxpayer) subsidy of $28,727 for each illegal alien; and

WHEREAS, Delegates to the Eighty-Second National Convention of The American
Legion held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on September 5, 6, 7, 2000, adopted Resolution No.
320, that stated, in part that aliens illegally in the United States should be denied Social
Security, unemployment, and other types of public assistance programs; and
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WHEREAS, Pending legislation would also cancel deportation orders against and grant
permanent residency (amnesty) to illegal aliens under the age of 21, who have been in the
United States for five consecutive years and who have been enrolled in a middle or
secondary school in the United States; and

WHEREAS, The pending legislation now in Congress would amend the Illegal
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (IIRIRA), to allow illegal
aliens to attend state universities at in-state tuition rates; and

WHEREAS, The pending legislation would place American citizens at a comparative
disadvantage by allowing illegal aliens to receive in-state tuition rates, federal education
grants and financial assistance while American citizens have to pay higher out of state
tuition rates if they are not residents of the state in which they attend a state institution of
higher education; and

WHEREAS, That The American Legion believes that “rewarding” illegal aliens with
amnesty and financial aid will increase the flow of illegal aliens into the United States
increasing the financial burden on law-abiding taxpayers who would ultimately pay for these
services; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion eppose
any legislation or executive order that would allow illegal aliens to receive in-state
tuition rates, federal or other government education grants and or financial assistance
to attend a college or university in the United States.

Resolution Ne. 309: Reform Of The Student Visa System
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, Participants in both the 1993 and 2001 attacks on the World Trade Center
were reportedly in the United States on student visas; and

WHEREAS, There are more than 514,000 foreign students in the U.S.; and

WHEREAS, There isno active tracking system for determining whether those admitted
as foreign students actually arrive at their chosen schools, whether they change their courses
to study military technology, or whether they drop out but fail to leave the country; and

WHEREAS, After the 1993 attack, Congress required the Immigration and
Naturalization Service to develop a means to keep records of foreign students, and,
specifically, their whereabouts; and

WHEREAS, The Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) will
provide tracking, monitoring, and access to accurate and current information on non-
immigrant students and exchange visitors; and

WHEREAS, SEVIS will enable schools and program sponsors to transmit electronic
information and event notifications via the Internet to the Immigration and Naturalization
Service and the Department of State throughout a student or exchange visitor’s stay in the
United States; and

WHEREAS, Many educators formerly opposed a similar program, but now support full
implementation of the SEVIS program; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
Congress to mandate that the INS Student and Exchange Visitor Information System
(SEVIS) or a similar program to track foreign students be implemented; and be it
finally
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RESOLVED, These institutions of higher education failing to comply with INS
requirements are ineligible to receive federal student loan monies benefitting foreign
students.

Resolution No. 310: Improve U.S.-Canada Border Security
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, The federal government has begun to address the decades of neglect that
has left the United States’ land borders woefully unprotected; and

WHEREAS, There are only 1,773 U.S. Customs agents and 350 Border Patrol agents
(increases of 245 in 2002 and 285 in 2003 are budgeted to be added) to guard the 4,000 mile
United States and Canadian border; and

WHEREAS, There are over 9,000 Border Patrol agents guarding the 2,000 mile border
between the United States and Mexico; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Customs Service and the Immigration and Naturalization Service
have warned Congress they cannot ensure the security of the nation’s borders without
additional resources; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
Congress to provide the U.S. Customs Service and the Immigration and Naturalization
Service with the necessary resources to perform their respensibilities and adequately
secure the border between the United States and Canada.

Resolution No. 311: Immigration Pelicy For The 21 Century
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, In 1986, Congress passed the Immigration Reform and Control Act giving
amnesty to all illegal aliens who had successfully evaded justice for four years or more or
were

WHEREAS, As a result of the Immigration Reform and Control Act, 2.7 million

illegal aliens were admitted as legal immigrants to the United States; and

WHEREAS, The Census Bureau estimates that currently there are at least 8.7 million
illegal aliens residing in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Itis estimated that 60 percent of illegal aliens entered the country illegally
and 40 percent entered legally and stayed (illegally) past the expiration date of their
terporary visa; and

WHEREAS, There have been improvements in border security to impede the 60
percent who enter illegally but there has been little improvement in identifying the 40
percent who overstay their visa; and

WHEREAS, In theory, illegal aliens cannot get jobs or welfare in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Because of document fraud illegal aliens are able to work and receive
government benefits unquestioned; and

WHEREAS, Document fraud is possible because the United States has no centralized
database for determining who is eligible for work or welfare; and

WHEREAS, The cost of displacing American workers, the cost of giving welfare to
illegal aliens, and the cost of providing them general services is an estimated $15 billion
annually; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That the Congress of the United
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States be encouraged to adopt an immigration policy for the 21* century that will
reduce or eliminate social, economic and population problems caused by rampant
illegal immigration; and be it finally
RESOLVED, That The American Legion reiterate its support for measures that
will:
1. Limit immigration;
2. Eliminate visa categories for adult offspring, siblings and the diversity visa
program;
3. Restrict the eligibility of illegal aliens for publicly-funded assistance;
4. Implement a nationwide system for easily verifying authorization to work; and
5. Provide necessary resources for effective border management and interior
enforcement.

Resolution No. 312: Amend The “Temporary Protected Status” Portion Of The

Immigration Act Of 1990
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism

WHEREAS, Temporary Protected Status (TPS) is a classification granted to eligible
nationals of designated countries who are temporarily present in the United States when
natural disaster or political turmoil in their country interferes with their plans to return; and

WHEREAS, A person from a designated country who is in the United States is eligible
to be granted TPS only by establishing that the designated country was the applicant’s last
place of habitual residence; and

WHEREAS, TPS beneficiaries are granted work authorization during the TPS period
and for any extensions of the designation; and

WHEREAS, TPS was created by the Immigration Act of 1990; and

WHEREAS, Anyone here from the designated country is eligible for TPS, whether they
entered the country in violation of our immigration law in order to find work or for other
reasons, or violated the law by staying in the country and taking a job illegally, or were 2
bona fide visitor; and

WHEREAS, Sixteen countries were designated as TPS countries and TPS has expired
for six of these countries and has not been extended; and

WHEREAS, The Immigration and Naturalization Service has no record of the departure
of any of the TPS recipients from those six countries and has not made any effort to inform
those persons of their obligation to leave the country or otherwise to enforce the law; and

WHEREAS, Conferring TPS status on persons illegally in the United States rewards
them with a work permit that legitimizes their iliegal activity; and

WHEREAS, Any person who can establish that they fear persecution if forced to return
to their country of origin is eligible for asylum in the United States; and

WHEREAS, TPS allows aliens to live in the United States without our being able to
learn their true identities or background information; and

WHEREAS, The events of September 11, 2001 have proven that we can no longer
afford to accept people into our country without thorough background checks; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
Congress to amend the Temporary Protected Status section of the Immigration Act of
1990 to limit its coverage to foreign visitors legally in the United States.
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Resolution No. 313: Tracking Arrival And Departure Of Foreign Visitors To The
United States
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism
WHEREAS, Each day foreign visitors flood our nation’s ports of entry; and
WHEREAS, Neither the United States Customs Service or the Immigration and
Naturalization Service have the ability to determine when a foreign visitor leaves the United
States or overstays their visa; and
WHEREAS, President Bush, during his 2002 State of the Union address, said that
(we will) “use technology to track the arrivals and departures of visitors to the United
States”; and
WHEREAS, The technology exists to place biometric information on visas to identify
visitors, keep track of their entry and exit, and confirm compliance with the terms of their
entry; now therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carelina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
Congress to provide agencies of the federal government with the necessary resources
to track the arrival and departure of foreign visitors to the United States.

Resolution No. 200: Flag Code Amendment
Origin: Americanism
Submitted by: Americanism
WHEREAS, The United States Flag Code, Title 4, United States Code, Chapter 1,
Subsections 1-10, is a codification of existing rules and customs pertaining to the display
and use of the flag of the United States of America, and
WHEREAS, Practices and customs have been modified in the past few years regarding
certain display procedures, and
WHEREAS, Previous modifications of the Flag Code did not clearly state the intent of
some procedures, now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Cenvention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion seek
the appropriate legislation or Presidential proclamation to alter, amend, or modify the
following provisions of the United States Flag Code, Title 4, United States Code,
Chapter 1:
§S56. Time and occasions for display
(d) The flag should be displayed on all days, especially on New Year’s Day,
January 1; Inauguration Day, January 20; Martin Luther King, JR’s birthday,
the third Monday in January; Lincoln’s Birthday, February 12; Washington’s
Birthday, third Monday in February; Easter Sunday (variable); Thomas
Jefferson’s Birthday, April 13; Loyalty Day - Law Day U.S.A., May 1; Mother’s
Day, second Sunday in May; National Maritime Day, May 22; Armed Forces
Day, third Saturday in May; Memerial Day (half-staff until noon), the last
Monday in May; Flag Day, June 14; Flag Week, week of June 14; Father’s Day,
third Sunday in June; Independence Day, July 4; Aviation Day, August 19;
Labeyr Day, first Monday in September; Citizenship Day, September 17;
POW/MIA Recognition Day, third Tuesday in September; American Gold Star
Mothers Day, last Sunday in September; Columbus Day, second Monday in
October; Navy Day, October 27; Veteran's Day, November 11; Thanksgiving
Day, fourth Thursday in November; Pearl Harbor Day, December 7; Christmas
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Day, December 25; and such other days as may be proclaimed by the President
of the United States; the birthdays of States(date of admission); and en State
holidays.
(h) The flag should be displayed during public meetings, at cemeteries, and
other public gatherings such as sporting events.

§87. Position and manner of display
(f) When flags or pennants of States, cities, localities, societies, or corporations
are flown on the same halyard with the flag of the United States, the latter
should always be at the peak. When the flags are flown from adjacent staffs, the
flag of the United States should be hoisted first and lowered last. No such flag
or pennant may be placed above the flag of the United States or to the United
States flag's right, that is the observer’s left.
(g) When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from
separate staffs of the same height. The flags should be of approximately equal
size. International usage forbids the display of the flag of one nation above that
of anether nation in time of peace. The flag of the United States should be on its
own right, the observer’s left. The flags of other nations are displayed on the
observer’s right and in alphabetical order from left to right.
(m) The flag displayed at half-staff is a sign of national mourning and a mark
of respect to the memory of principal figures of the U.S. or State Government
and should not be so displayed, except as provided herein, or in special
proclamation by the President of the United States or the Governor of any state,
territory or possession. No other official may designate the United States Flag
to be displayed at half-staff. The flag, when flown at half-staff, should be first
hoisted to the peak for an instant and then lowered to the half-staff position.
The flag should be again raised to the peak before it is lowered for the day. On
Memorial Day and Pear] Harber Day - December 7th, the flag should be
displayed at half-staff until noon only, then raised to the top of the staff. By
order of the President, the flag shall be flown at half-staff upon the death of
principal figures of the United States Government and the Governor of a State,
territory, or possession. In the event of the death of other officials or foreign
dignitaries, the flag is to be displayed at half-staff according to Presidential
instructions or orders, or in accordance with recognized customs or practices
not inconsistent with law. In the event of the death of a present or former
official of the government of any State, territory, or possession of the United
States, the Governor of that State, territory, or, pessession may proclaim that
the National flag shall be flown at half-staff. The flag shall be flown at half-staff
thirty days from the death of the President or a former President; ten days from
the day of death of the Vice President, the Chief Justice or a retired Chief
Justice of the United States, or the Speaker of the House of Representatives;
from the day of death until interment of an Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court, a Secretary of an executive or military department, a former Vice
President, or the Governor of a state, territory, or possession; and on the day
of death and the following day for a Member of Congress. The flag shalil be
flown at half-staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day, unless that day is also
Armed Forces Day. As used in this subsection -(1) The term “half-staff” means
the position of the flag when it is one-half the distance between the top and
bottom of the staff;
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(2) The term “executive or military department” means any agency listed
under sections 101 and 102 of title 5; and
(3) The term “Member of Congress” means a Senator, Representative, a
Delegate, or the Resident Commissioner for Puerto Rico.
SS8. Respect for flag
(¢) The flag may be carried flat or horizontally when a patriotic effect is desired
and when it is of such size that it cannot be carried aloft and free.
(i) The flag should never be used for advertising purposes in any manner
whatsoever. Advertising signs should not be fastened to a staff or halyard from
which the flag is flown.
(j) No part of the flag should ever be used as a costume or athletic uniform.
However, a flag patch may be affixed to the uniform of military personnel,
firemen, policemen, postal workers, and members of patriotic organizations.
The flag represents a living country and is itself considered a living thing.
Therefore, the lapel pin being a replica, sheuld be worn on the left lapel near
the heart.

Received and Recorded

Resolution No. 15 (MA): Oppose Foreign Manufacture Of American Flags
Resolution Neo. 19 (AZ): Securing United States Borders

Reselution Neo. 106 (TX): Strengthen Immigration And Naturalization Laws
Resolution No. 185 (NY): Veteran’s Day

Resolution No. 227 (CT): Veteran’s Day

Referred to Americanism Commission

Resolution No. 3 (LA): Establishment Of The Outstanding Educators Of America
Program

Resolution No. 29 (SD): Non Sale Of Alcoholic Beverages At American Legion Baseball
Parks

Resolution No. 38 (ND): Music Camp Scholarship Funding From Hatie K. Tedrow
Memorial Fund

Resolution Neo. 39 (ND): Hattie K. Tedrow Memorial Fund For Southwest North
Dakota Students Only

Resolution No. 40 (ND): Hattie K. Tedrow Ad Hoc Committee Membership To Include
Southwest North Dakota Representative

Resolution No. 55 (MO): Feasibility Study For Establishment Of American Legion Jr.
Baseball Program

Resolution No. 105 (TN): Armed Forces Day

Resolution Neo. 118 (MX): Constitutional Authority Te Be Clearly Stated In Acts
Passed By Congress

Resolution No. 119 (MX): Change Rules In National HS Oratorical Contest For Non-
Citizen Competitors

Resolution No. 165 (VA): Background Check For Non National Entering the Country

Resolution No. 178 (NJ): Pearl Harbor Day

Resolution No. 190 (NY): English as the Official Language of the United States

Resolution No. 201 (CA): National Cemmander to Create a Citizens Constitutional
Alliance
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Resolution No. 216 (MI): Flag Code Revision

Resolution No. 225 (CT): Department Junior Shooting Sports Chairmen and the
National Information Conferences

Resolution No. 238 (PI): Immigration and Naturalization for World War Il Filipine
Veterans

CHRMN CAOQUETTE: Mr. Commander, as a duly elected and registered Delegate,
from the Department of New Hampshire, I move for the adoption of this report.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: A motion has been made and I have heard a second. Under
the question, hearing none all those in favor, signal by the sign of aye. All opposed? Ayes
have it. The report is approved, moved, and adopted.

Presentation: Department Awards

NATL COMDR SANTOS: With the adoption of the Americanism Report it is
appropriate to announce the winners of two Americanism awards. The Frank Belgrano, Jr.
Trophy is given annually to the Department rendering the most outstanding service during
the 12 month period beginning August 1 to the Boys Scout of America program. This
year’s winner is the Department of California.

The Ralph T. O’Neil Education Trophy is given to the Department within the United
States documenting the greatest activity in using The American Legion School Medal
Program. This winning department shows what can be accomplished by an active, involved
organization. The winner is the Department of Wyoming.

Presentation: William Randolph Hearst Americanism Trophy
Thomas Hughes, VP/General Manager Hearst Service Center

The William Randolph Hearst Americanism Trophy is one of the most impressive
awards that The American Legion presents during each National Convention. It is named
in honor of one of American journalism’s most prominent and influential figures and given
to the Department achieving the most outstanding results in conducting Americanism
programs.

The winning Department is selected by the National Americanism Commission on the
basis of total resources , manpower as well as financial, devoted to Americanism activities
during the Legion program year.

With us today to announce the winner of the 2002 William Randolph Hearst
Americanism Trophy is Thomas Hughes, the Vice President and General Manager of the
Hearst Service Center.

MR. HUGHES: It is my pleasure to welcome you to Charlotte and appear before you
to present the William Randolph Hearst Americanism Trophy. William Randolph Hearst
founded the Hearst Corporation 115 years ago when he became publisher of The San
Francisco Examiner newspaper. Mr. Hearst, first and foremost, an American, strongly
believed in the principles for which America was founded, among which, was freedom of
the press. Through his newspapers, he raised the consciousness of the American people in
the early decades of the last century, that this nation should become a strong world power.
He continued his advocacy until he died in 1953.

In 1939, Mr. Hearst established the Americanism Trophy in recognition of the
Americanism that was exhibited in The American Legion. Certainly no organization has
worked harder to preserve our freedoms while in uniform of this great country and just as
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significantly afterward. The U.S. is a beacon of democracy, free enterprise, and individual
rights. History and faith have positioned the U.S. as the leader of a world that wants to be
free. Still, it is a world with many troubled places, wherein the role of the U.S. involves
inspiration, problem-solving, and financial aid.

Since Vietnam, the U.S. entered a period where the display of patriotism seems to have
diminished. The nation needed more than ever the Legion’s Americanism programs which
reached out into every community with positive educational programs to instill a sense of
personal obligation to the duties and responsibilities of American citizenship. Attacks on
New York and Washington by terrorists, while tragic, have become a lightning rod for
Americanism. Since September 11™, Americans are more aware than ever of the freedoms
once taken for granted. Now, on behalf of the Hearst Corporation and the Hearst
Newspapers, it is my pleasure to present the 63™ William Randolph Hearst Americanism
Trophy to the Department of Ohio.

Presentation: National Law Enforcement Officer of the Year
Deputy Sheriff Casey Nelms, Lincoln County Sheriff’s Department
North Platte, Nebraska

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The next order of business is to honor a member of law
enforcement for setting an example in community service. Our 2002 Law Enforcement
Officer of the Year is an 18-year veteran of law enforcement with a track record for
courageous acts and off-duty community service. He volunteers as a coach for vouth
football, wrestling, baseball, and soccer. He volunteers more than 100 hours a year to local
schools and has been a volunteer fire fighter for a decade. Our Law Enforcement Officer of
the Year was nominated by the members of American Legion Post 208 in his hometown of
Sutherland, Nebraska. I am proud to present The American Legion Police Officer of the
Year Award to Deputy Casey Nelms. The award reads:

“America’s Finest” The American Legion National Law Enforcement Officer of

the Year Award. Presented to Casey R. Nelms For Distinguished Service above

and beyond your assigned duties, rendered through selfless dedication to

community service and professional achievement. By your demonstrated

performance, you have personified the versatile police officer who represents

“America’s Finest.” The American Legion congratulates you and wishes you

continued success in your career. Awarded August 28, 2002 at the 84™ annual

National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina.

DEP NELMS: First of all, I’d just like to thank the local Legion people in the state of
Nebraska. What an honor it is to be here today to receive such a prestigious award. When
I was asked to say a few words, I spent quite a bit of time trying to come up with something
that would be appropriate to talk about to such a group of people.

For some reason, kids kept coming back in. The Legion baseball program, the law
officer youth programs that you people sponsor, and I guess as I've done my duties over the
last 18 years, it seems like not all kids have the opportunity to get involved in a lot of
activities. It seems like a lot of the kids that I deal with don’t have a role model. I guess at
this point in time I ask that you, the veterans, and the Legion to continue with your efforts
to sponsor youth programs. Continue to be good role models, which you all are. Your life
skills and vour knowledge is second to none and we need folks like the veterans to come in
and help law enforcement. Help us with those kids that sometimes don’t always walk down
the road in a straight line.
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I’d like to thank Sheriff Jim Carman, my emplover. Without his diligence and
assistance from a neighbor of mine in Sutherland, Nebraska, Lee Hotson, I probably
wouldn’t be here today. Their work to get the paperwork and everything was just countiess
hours I"'m sure. Thank you very much. It’s an honor to be here.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Before we conclude this section for Americanism, we’ll
now call upon for donation for The American Legion September 11 Memorial Scholarship
Fund. Jmmediate Past Department Commander, Bill Goede, from the Department of
Minnesota; and the Present Commander, Don Hayden.

PDC Goede: On behalf of the great state of Minnesota and its American Legion family
and our newly elected commander Don Hayden, we’d like to present this check for the 9/11
scholarship program in the amount of $25,000.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Immediate Past Commander from the Department of Idaho,
Cleve Rice.

PDC RICE: Mr. Commander, this isn’f nearly as big as the last one but the Department
of Idaho had a check for $760 for the 9/11 scholarship fund.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: Department of California, Emmit Sharp and Alternate NEC
Elmer Caster.

MR. SHARP: Richard visited Santa Clara Jast December and he told me to pay
attention to him when he announced this fund. Our little bingo players out there sent us back
$10,000 for the fund.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: We recognize the generosity of Departments of Minnesota,
Idaho, and California in and through their donations to this Memorial Scholarship Fund, and
we thank you all very much. It’s special to the children of our military men and women that
will utilize those monies for their education.

If1 could have Chaplain Russell please join me. The chair now recognizes Mrs. Martha
Corriher, representing the Chapel of Four Chaplains, for the purpose of an award.

The Chapel of the Four Chaplains

MRS. CORRIHER: No ftradition of American society is more precious to or
characteristic of our cultures that are voluntarily reaching out to our neighbors in need. Such
selfless service is both a part of our civic and our religious heritage. The Chapel of Four
Chaplains, a national nonprofit organization, is founded upon one shiny manifestation of our
heritage, that of four Army Chaplains after giving their life jackets to soldiers who had none,
linked their arms together with one another and went down with the USAT Dorchester, after
it was torpedoed on February 3, 1943,

This historical event began at Torpedo Junction, the U-boat infested icy waters of the
North Atlantic during World War II. On January 23, 1943, the Dorchester, an old coastal
steamer, quickly pressed into military service. It left New York’s harbor bound for
Greenland. The Dorchester was escorted by three coastguard cutters. Two patrolled the
flanks, the third, the Tampa, was 3,000 yards out front. Most of the men were seasick or
green with nausea. The weather was bitterly cold and gale force winds were in force. Ice
began building up on the deck slowing the Dorchester to only 10 knots.

Among the four chaplains were George L. Fox, Alexander D. Goode, John P.
Washington, and Clark V. Poling. The chaplains talked and listened to the men, soothing
their apprehensions, offering encouragement, and sharing jokes. By their concern and their
comradery, the men and others were brought solace. On February 2, 1943, the Tampa’s
sonar detected the presence of a submarine. So she dropped backed and swept the area of
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the convoy but failed to find the submarine’s position. That evening the Tampa returned to
the patrol area up front and the other ships followed.

The captain ordered the men to sleep in their clothing with their life jackets close at
hand. They were only 150 miles from Greenland. With daylight approaching, they would
be able to have air cover from the American base. It was just shortly after midnight on
February 3, 1943, when the enemy submarine fired a torpedo toward the Dorchester’s flank.
The missile exploded in the boiler room, destroying their electrical supply and releasing
suffocating gas and ammonia. Many on board died instantly. Some were trapped below the
deck. Others jolted from their bunks, groped and stumbled their way to the decks of the
stricken vessel. Taking on water rapidly, the ship began listing to the starboard.
Overcrowded life boats capsized. Rafts drifted away before anyone could reach them. Men
clung to the rails frozen with fear, unable to let go and plunge into the dark churning water
far below.

The testimony of the survivors tell us that the sole order and the only fragment of hope
in all of this chaos came from the four chaplains who calmly guided the men to their
stations. They opened a storage locker and distributed life jackets. Then they coaxed the men
who were frozen with fear over the side. Soon the supplies of the life jackets were
exhausted. Several survivors report watching in awe as the four chaplains either gave away
or forced their own life jackets to the young men on board.

These four men of God had given away their only hope of saving themselves. The
chaplains gathered together and led the men around them in a prayer and a hymn. They
linked their arms together as the slant of the deck became severe. And just that way with
their arms linked in brotherhood, and their heads bowed in prayer, they sank beneath the
waves. It was an historic and heroic act, but it was not the only heroic act aboard the
Dorchester. It was significantly because of the identity of these four young men, two
Protestants, a Catholic, and a Jew. Today, as it has been for many years, the Chapel of Four
Chaplains serves the memory of these brave men and carries their message of interfaith
cooperation, of selfless service to every part of the country.

To recognize and encourage the acts of volunteerism, brotherhoed, and sacrifice among
Americans of every age and station of life, the Chapel established the Legion of Honor
Program. The bronze medallion is an award given by the chapel in recognition of selfless
service on the part of an individual which contributes to the well-being of others and the
national award level and the spirit of interfaith cooperation.

Our recipient this year has a diverse background, coupled with an intense focus on his
fellow veterans, their family, and the children and youth of our great nation. He joined the
Naval Reserve while he was still in high school. He spent 214 years on active duty, as a
radioman with his final stint being around the world cruise aborad the USS Enterprise, CVN-
65. He understands the leadership needs and the grassroots of The American Legion. He’s
served as Post commander, he’s served a District commander, Division commander, and the
list goes on.

Please give a warm welcome to a member of the Greenbelt Post 136, Greenbelt,
Maryland, the National Commander of The American Legion, Ric Santos.

Commander, as the chaplain for North Carolina, for the Chapel of Four Chaplains, it
is my honor to present to you the bronze medallion and the plaque. And the plague reads:
“The Chapel of Four Chaplains is pleased to present the Legion of Honor bronze medallion
to Richard J. ‘Ric’ Santos, on August 28,2002, in recognition of your service to all people
regardless of race or faith. This award symbolizes for all Americans and for all time the
unity of this nation bounded upon the fatherhood of one God.”
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NATL COMDR SANTOS: These that know me, I'm not a man of surprises, usually
I have all i’s dotted and t’s crossed. Today, I didn’t see who was to get this award and I
couldn’t understand why. But now, I found out the hard way. 1 ask in advance that our
National Chaplain be up here, also, for he is our numnber one man in God and country. It’s
a pleasure to accept this award from the Chapel of Four Chaplains. It’s a pleasure to have
Dr. Russell with me. Martha, please extend our thanks to the Chapel of Four Chaplains for
this award. Thank you very much. T accept it on behalf of all Legionnaires who keep the
memory of the Four Chaplains alive in the minds of countless Americans.

The Chair recognizes Elmer Fuhrhop of Ohio, chairman of the National Convention
Committee on Children & Youth, for the purpose of making a report.

Report: Convention Committee on Children and Youth
Elmer Fuhrhop, Ohio, Chairman

The Convention Committee on Children and Youth metat 9:00 a.m. on Sunday, August
25, 2002 in the Charlotte Convention Center, Room 208A, 2™ level, Charlotte, North
Carolina. The meeting was organized by electing delegate Elmer Fuhrhop of Ohio as
Chairman and delegate Robert D. Scott of Oregon as Secretary. There were 49members of
the committee present.

Twelve (12) resolutions were considered by the committee.

Recommended Action on Resolutions
Approved

Resolution No. 99: Admission Of Children Of United States Citizens
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth

WHEREAS, United States citizens now have greater access to the nations of the world
for work opportunities, both in the public and private sectors, and travel; and

WHEREAS, Many children in foreign countries are progenies of United States citizens;
and

WHEREAS, Public Law 97-359 was enacted to amend the Immigration and Nationality
Act to provide preferential treatment in the admission of certain children of United States
citizens; and

WHEREAS, Public Law 97-359 addresses only alien children from Korea, Vietnam,
Laos, Kampuchea, or Thailand born after 1950 and before October 22, 1982; and

WHEREAS, No child created by a United States citizen should be denied equal
treatment under the laws of this country; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Conventmn assembled in
Charloette, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion seek
legislative action to amend the Immigration and Nationality Act to provide equal
treatment in admission of all children of United States citizens.

Resolution No. 239: Children In Pornographic Literature
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth
WHEREAS, The very future of our country is being threatened by individuals who
would use children in pornographic magazines and films; and



142

Proceedings of Wednesday, August 28, 2002

WHEREAS, National crime reports reveal that there is a strong correlation between
those who read pornographic magazines and those who commit related crimes such as rape,
incest, molestation, child abuse and even murder; and

WHEREAS, The use of children as subjects in the production of pornographic materials
has a devastating effect upon these innocent children, which is a disgrace to our society; and

WHEREAS, Existing laws dealing with those who produce, sell and distribute
pornographic materials are often weak and/or inadequate; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That state legislatures be
encouraged to evaluate and make appropriate improvements in existing laws aimed at
those individuals involved in the child pornography business; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we urge the strengthening of existing federal legislation by the
United States Congress to make penalties severe enough to eliminate the preduction,
distribution and sale of materials that use children in sexually explicit scenes, and we
urge the Congress to provide adequate funding, when necessary, to accomplish these
goals.

Resolution No. 240: Production, Sale And Distribution Of Obscene Literature
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth

WHEREAS, Since 1960, The American Legion has maintained a position of complete
opposition to the production, sale and distribution of pornographic or obscene materials to
children 17 years and under; and

WHEREAS, Present laws forbid the importation of such materials from foreign
countries, interstate trafficking, the use of the United States Mail, and the use over public
radio and television; and

WHEREAS, Any attempt to eliminate such protective laws from state and/or federal
criminal codes would have a negative impact on our youth and society in general; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
strongly opposes any attempt to weaken our present laws governing the penalties for
the production, sale and distribution of pornographic or obscene materials; and be it
finally

RESOLVED, That the United States Congress be made aware of our concern
through proeper legislative channels.

Resolution No. 241: Reaffirming Immunization Program
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth

WHEREAS, The American Legion has long recognized that there is no place in
civilized society for communicable diseases; and

WHEREAS, There are today vaccines and other specific medical treatment to protect
children against communicable diseases; and

WHEREAS, There exists today in our country areas with extremely low levels of
immunization against certain childhood diseases that may break out in epidemic proportions;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion



143

Proceedings of Wednesday, August 28, 2002

reaffirms its position of supporting the fullest use of any licensed vaccine to combat
communicable diseases; and be it further

RESOLVED, That local Posts of The American Legion provide leadership and
support to stimulate local treatment and immunization programs so that children in
every community may achieve the fullest protection against communicable diseases;
and be it finally

RESOLVED, That sufficient federal and state funds be provided so that medically
indigent children may be afforded an oppertunity to receive the necessary treatment
and immunization against all communicable diseases.

Resolution No. 242: Vielence And Vandalism In The Schools
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth

WHEREAS, Juveniles account for approximately 35 percent of our population and
account for better than 50 percent of serious crimes as reported by the FBI Uniform Crime
Reports; and

WHEREAS, Numerous government-supported institutions nationwide, specifically
schools and housing, are experiencing serious, violent acts of crime and criminal damage
and spend in excess of $500 million for acts of vandalism; and

WHEREAS, The impact of violence and vandalism affects the morale of students,
teachers, administrators, and parents; impedes educational advancement; and fosters and
perpetuates patterns of deviancy; and

WHEREAS, Violence and vandalism in the nation’s institutions result in enormous loss
of educational and domestic resources and human potential, and contribute to the high rates
of juvenile delinquency within the United States; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carelina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
recommends school boards and state education agencies develop a balanced and
effective program, and provide community support to reduce and prevent violence and
vandalism in educational institutions; and be it further

RESOLVED, The American Legion urges local law enforcement to implement
effective programs for the amelioration of juvenile delinquency in coordination with
the Department of Education, community citizenry and other agencies within the
criminal justice system; and be it further

RESOLVED, That local Posts urge and assist those in the educational community
and criminal justice system to join together in efforts to reduce the development and
prevailing patterns of juvenile delinquency in schools and our communities; and be it
finally

RESOLVED, That the Congress of the United States enact legislation through the
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention to establish a grant program to
assist those public institutions and eriminal justice agencies in bearing the financial
burden of implementing pro-active delinquency prevention programs.

Resolution No. 243: National Family Week
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth
WHEREAS, One of the principles guiding The American Legion's Children & Youth
Program is to maintain the integrity of the family home; and
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WHEREAS, The family is the center of our affections and the foundation of our
American society; and

WHEREAS, No institution can take the family's place in giving meaning to human life
and stability in our society; and

WHEREAS, It is fitting that official recognition be given to the importance of
strengthening family life; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urges
the President of the United States and the Congress to establish “National Family
Week” during Thanksgiving Holiday Week as an annual ebservance.

Resolution No. 244: School Nutrition Program
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth

WHEREAS, There has been as expression of concern by health authorities and various
national organizations with an interest in the status of proper nutrition among young people;
and

WHEREAS, The Federal School Lunch Program and other federally-supported
nutrition programs for children have demonstrated their effectiveness as evidenced by the
reduction of health problems and improved performance among children; and

WHEREAS, There are many school systems throughout the United States which do not
participate in the federal/state-supported school lunch program; and

WHEREAS, There are many schools and school systems throughout the United States
that have never had a school lunch program or have dropped existing lunch programs
because of the lack of funding, adequate facilities, excessive paperwork requirements, and
the training of personnel; and

WHEREAS, Since 1941, The American Legion has supported the Federal School
Lunch Program and other related programs of nutrition for children; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That the Congress of the United
States be urged to appropriate sufficient funds for school nutrition programs to reflect
the increased cost of food and to provide for needed facilities and trained personnel for
the purpose of conducting an adequate school lunch program.

Resolution No. 245: Catastrophic Illness Among Children
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth

WHEREAS, There is an ever-widening crisis in many states relating to the delivery and
accessibility of health care and medical treatment to the children of this country; and

WHEREAS, Historically, it has always been The American Legion’s position that all
children should have adequate health services to assure their physical, mental and emotional
well-being; and

WHEREAS, Several applications have been received by the National Americanism and
Children & Youth Division from Departments requesting Temporary Financial Assistance
for needy medical cases; and

WHEREAS, Many children are not receiving needed medical treatment because their
families have been unable to afford the cost of the catastrophic illness to one of their
children; and
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WHEREAS, Many of these families have hospitalization insurance and even major
medical insurance and yet they cannot meet the cost of a major illness; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
reaffirms its position in urging the federal and state governments to enact the necessary
legislation to assist financially those individual families faced by the catastrophic illness
of one of their children in order to maintain the integrity of the family; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That in lieu of a better approach, the present federal Maternal and
Child Health Services Block Grant program be expanded to include catastrophic
illness.

Resolution No. 246: Drug Trafficking
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth

WHEREAS, The illegal trafficking of drugs into the United States is one of the greatest
threats to the welfare and safety of our citizens, particularly our youth; and

WHEREAS, The enemies of our Nation and way of life hope to destroy us from within
by debilitating our most precious resource for the future, our youth; and

WHEREAS, The economic and social costs of drug abuse annually exceeds the $100
billion mark; and

WHEREAS, The efforts to halt the entry of such illegal drugs may be seen as a war of
will and resources—a war that at the present we are not winning; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
the President and Congress of the United States to fally support with adequate funding
all border state, federal and military drug trafficking prevention pregrams through
which our children and youth might secure a more stable and healthy future.

Resolution No. 247: Support For The Office Of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency
Prevention
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth
WHEREAS, The National Commission on Children & Youth s vitally concerned about
the high levels of violent crime committed by juveniles in this nation each year; and
WHEREAS, The office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention is organized:
to develop and encourage the implementation of national standards for the administration
of juvenile justice; to assist State and local governments in removing juveniles fromjaiis and
lockups for adults; to develop and implement effective methods of preventing and reducing
juvenile delinquency, including methods with a specific focus on maintaining and
strengthening the family unit so that juveniles may be retained in their homes; to develop
effective programs to prevent delinquency, to divert juveniles from traditional juvenile
justice systems and to provide critically needed alternatives to institutionalization; and to
coordinate all Federal juvenile delinquency programs and all Federal programs related to
missing and exploited children; and
WHEREAS, The Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention program now promoted by
the Office of Juvenile Justice has proven effective in many states; and



146

Proceedings of Wednesday, August 28, 2002

WHEREAS, The proposed block grants for states will not specifically earmark funds
for delinquency prevention programs and, therefore, such programs may be significantly
limited or even eliminated; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, AUGUST 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
opposes any and all efforts to eliminate the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention and its programs because of a lack of funding; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That the need to bring the national economy under control cannot
over shadow or ignore the need to further the Office of Juvenile Justice and its
programs which may be our national defense against an impending escalation of
juvenile crime in America.

Resolution No. 248: Protect Children From The Unrestricted Media
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth

WHEREAS, In the Preamble to the Constitution of The American Legion we pledge
“To uphold the Constitution of the United States;” and “To maintain law and order;” and

WHEREAS, The producers of our nation’s movies, TV shows and TV news, and the
Internet have become very explicit in describing and depicting various types of violence; and

WHEREAS, Organizations, such as the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) have
taken it upon themselves to defend such actions as the constitutional right of freedom of
speech of the author, regardless of the potential consequences to minor children; and

WHEREAS, God has been rejected as a violation of civil rights; and

WHEREAS, The void has been filled with violence, vulgarity, racism, and every other
form of moral depravation that can be imagined; and

WHEREAS, The Internet has become a place for promoting violence and illegal
activities; and

WHEREAS, The lack of laws governing such productions allows for a vast expansion
of audiences at all media levels promoting a violent country without restraint; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in Charlotte,
North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion support appropriate
state and federal legislation to restrict the excessive use of violence, vulgarity and other
forms of moral depravation in movies, TV programs, TV news and the Internet; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That Departments and Posts of The American Legion provide
leadership and be encouraged to conduct awareness campaigns to educate their
members, their families and the general public, about the potential dangers the
Internet and other forms of electronic media pose to children and teenagers; and be it
finally

RESOLVED, That the National Commission on Children & Youth disseminate
educational materials to inform Department and Post leadership to the end that all
children and parents will be better informed about the dangers inherent in the media,
in an effort fo return the country to the God-given principles of life, liberty, and the
true pursuit of happiness, under God’s moral laws.
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Resolution No. 249: Comprehensive Health Care For Children and Youth
Origin: Children and Youth
Submitted by: Children and Youth

WHEREAS, The American Legion stands for “A Square Deal for Every Child”; and

WHEREAS, Many children continue to face health needs that are not properly
addressed due to the high cost of our health delivery system; and

WHEREAS, Title V of the Social Security Act adopted by Congress in 1935 is
dedicated to promoting and improving the health of our nation’s children; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services works in partnership
with the States through the Maternal and Child Health Bureau to provide Block Grants
which address this continuing need; and

WHEREAS, Funding for these Block Grants and other important programs of the
Maternal and Child Health Burcau are dependent upon yearly reconsideration and the
appropriation of funds by the Congress of the United States; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
continues to support and endorse the programs as sutlined by the Maternal and Child
Health Bureau as authorized under Title V of the Secial Securify Act and urges the
Congress of the United States to continue its support by adequately funding these
programs, including the Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant, the Healthy
Start Initiative, Emergency Medical Services for Children Program and the Abstinence
Education Program.

A motion was made and seconded to allow the Committee Chairman and Secretary to
sign the report on behalf of the committee. A voice vote was taken and the motion passed
unanimously.

Our partnership with the Children’s Miracle Network continues to flourish. This past
year the Legion family contributed $2.7 million to CMN affiliated hospitals nationwide. You
all saw the results of it with the little Wise baby and Ms. Osmond this morning.

During July, the Legion family teamed up with International Dairy Queen in a show
of patriotism and gratitude for our Nation’s military and veterans. On Saturday, July 6, those
of you who had the information on time got to partake in “The American Legion/Military
Day.” Legionnaires and military personnel throughout the Nation received a free 5-ounce
Sundae from participating Dairy Quecen stores. The purpose of this project was to honor our
troops fighting the war of terrorism, our veterans who fought in the past wars for America,
and plan to raise $1,000,000 for Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals.

Lastly, congratulations goes out to Don Gunderson from the Department of Idaho, The
National Children and Youth Chairman Of The Year for the year 2002.

Mr. Commander, as a duly elected and registered Delegate from the Department of
Ohio, I move for the adoption of this report.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: A motion has been made and I have heard a second. Under
the question, hearing none all those in favor, signal by the sign of aye. All opposed? Ayes
have it. The report is approved, moved, and adopted.
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Presentation: Garland E. Murphy, Jr. Award
Richard Santos, National Commander

NATL COMDR SANTOS: I've asked Udie Grant from Kansas to join me. He’s the
President of the Child Welfare Foundation. I now have the pleasure of presenting the
Garland Murphy Award to the Department that had the most participation in raising funds
for the Child Welfare Foundation during the past program year. The winner of the award is
the Department of Alabama.

Accepting on behalf of the Department of Alabama, Thomas Gentilcore, Immediate
Past Department Commander. The plaque reads: “The Garland D. Murphy, Jr. Award
presented by the American Legion Child Welfare Foundation to the Department of Alabama
for the program year 2001-2002, in recognition of their designation as the number one
Department, in total contributions received from their volunteers, in support of our annual
program designed to meet the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual needs of our nation’s
children through productive and meaningful grants.”

It is signed by Udie Grant, the president of the Child Welfare Foundation and William
Pease, the foundation’s executive secretary.

Congratulations to the Department of Alabama. Thank you for your thoughtfulness and
your efforts on behalf of all children in this great nation.

IPDC GENTILCORE: Thank you, Commander and the Child Welfare team. On behalf
of the Department of Alabama’s American Legion team family, thank you for this award.

Presentation: The Child Welfare Legacy Award
Richard Santos, National Commander

At this time we present the Child Welfare Foundation Legacy Award. This award is
presented to the top Department based on the combined totals of The American Legion
Family for a contribution year. The Department earning the honor this year donated
$145,295. 1t is with pride and gratitude that I present the 2002 Legacy Award to the
Department of New York. Acknowledging is Paul ‘Gib’ Mitras, the Immediate Past
Department Commander from New York.

IPDC MITRAS: Thank you, Commander Ric. I want you to know that one of my
projects for the year was the Child Welfare Foundation. And that’s why the Department of
New York did so well. T visited all 62 counties. That was one of my messages that [
preached. New York came through.

Before we leave we have an additional function to do here. This is an additional
donation for the Child Welfare Foundation from the great Department of New York,
$15,000.

NATL COMDR. SANTOS: Also in the presentation was the Department Commander
from New York, the current Departmient Commander, Fang Wong.

I want to point out there are four plaques for this award, one each for The American
Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary, the Sons of The American Legion and the Eight &
Forty.

The chair recognizes those who wish to make a donation to the Child Welfare
Foundation or the Children’s Miracle Network.

MR. KEN TALAKTE: On behalf of Grand Canyon Post 42, Department of Arizona,
we proudly present to the Children’s Miracle Network this check in the amount of $500.

MR. GRANT: Mr. Commander, as president of the Child Welfare Foundation and
representing the board of directors, it is my privilege and pleasure to present to you our
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distinguished pin that we give to the organizations whose total exceeds $100,000 each year.
It is my pleasure at this time to present to you this diamond pin from the board of directors
of the Child Welfare Foundation.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: I'm being repetitive at this convention but when the
Commander receives something it’s not for his efforts but for everyone out there. I will wear
this pin proudly.

The Chair recognizes Daniel Dellinger of Virginia, chairman of the National
Convention Committee on Membership and Post Activities, for the purpose of making a
report,

Report: Section on Committee on Credentials and Other Internal Matters
{Section III of Convention Committee on Credentials and Internal Affairs)
Membership
Daniel M. Dellinger, Virginia, Chairman

Forty-Five members of the Credentials and Internal Affairs Committee Section 111
(Membership), considered two resolutions, both of which originated with Departments of
The American Legion. Both were rejected.

Lioyd Ricker of Minnesota nominated Daniel M. Dellinger of Virginia, seconded by
John Pellegrini of Montana as Chairman. Motion carried. Myron Kirby of llinois nominated
Wayne Richey of South Carolina, seconded by Gerald Goetzinger South Dakota as
Secretary. Motion carried.

Gerald Goetzinger of South Dakota made a motion that the Chairman and Secretary be
authorized to sign the Committee report of the Committee. The motion was seconded by
‘Wayne Richey of South Carolina.

Steve Bartos of Nebraska made a motion that the Chairman and Secretary be authorized
to make technical corrections to the Resolution(s) reported out of the Committee to insure
proper wording and form without changing the substance of meaning of the Resolution. The
motion was seconded by Myron Kirby of Illinois.

The following resolutions were rejected:

Rejected

Resolution No. 6 (CO): Parade Position, Convention Seating, Housing and Membership
Awards Based on Traditional Membership and DMS

Resolution No. 198 (SC): Transfer of Headquarters Post Members to Department of
Residence

It was regularly moved, seconded, and carried that the Committee Chairman and
Secretary be authorized to sign the Committee report on behalf of the Committee.

1t was regularly moved and seconded that the Committee Chairman and Secretary be
authorized to edit the Committee report on technical changes without changing the content.

As a duly elected Delegate from the Department of Virginia, I move for the acceptance
of this report.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: A motion has been made and I have heard a second. Under
the question, hearing none all those in favor, signal by the sign of aye. All opposed? Ayes
have it. The report is approved, moved, and adopted.



150

Proceedings of Wednesday, August 28, 2002
Presentation: Department Membership Awards

NATL COMDR SANTOS: I stated in my acceptance speech in San Antonio that if we
were to be successful in membership we had to continue to reach out in all directions
through the programs of The American Legion. We did just that in 2002!

Your hard work paid off. Each of you have shown during the year, that without active,
growing American Legion programs, membership will lose strength and our voice will be
weakened. Membership is our strength and that strength has been made even stronger in
2002. Our membership is ahead of this same time last year, approximately 60,000, thanks
to our members efforts.

Partnerships were expanded with Active Duty, National Guard and Reserves through
the Reconnect program. Posts were being developed and revitalized all across the country.
This partnership expands the opportunity for The American Legion to reach out to younger
veterans and their families. Couple that with our continued commitment of service to
veterans, their families and our communities. And we can clearly see why The American
Legion will have sustained growth.

I know all of you, and the millions of American Legion members you represent, feel
as I do. America needs the values represented by The American Legion. It is my pleasure
to make membership awards presentations. At this time I ask National Vice Commander
Dale Salmon to assume duties at the microphone and the podium.

NV COMDR SALMON: During the past year, seven Departments took their
membership effort to an All-Time-High. For each of those Commanders, their Membership
Chairmen and their Adjutants we have rings. In addition, a plaque is presented to the
Department Commander for the Department’s efforts.

The first Department is Nevada. The presentation is to Commander Sam Ruvolo,
Membership Chairman Harry Cowen and Adjutant Lionel Motta.

From the Department of Delaware, Commander Dale E. Nauman, Membership
Chairman Robert Voll and Adjutant Ed Phillips.

From the Department of Arizona, Commander Alfred Smith, Membership Chairman
John “Jeff” Johnson, and Adjutant John Aldecoa.

From the Department of South Carolina Commander Frank Whittle, Membership
Chairman John Paimer, and Adjutant Jimmy Hawk.

From the Department of Utah, Commander Allan Setterburg, Membership Chairman,
Al Stark, and Adjutant Randy Knight.

From the Department of Virginia, Commander Thomas Saunders, Membership
Chairman Les Clevenger and Adjutant Dale Chapman.

Fromthe Department of Florida, Commander Kenneth Powell, Membership Chairman
Tom Seitzinger and Adjutant Dyke Shannon.

This is the highest total of Departments achieving an All-Time High since 1947!

A total of 24 Departments topped the 100 percent mark in membership this year. Five
of the 24 Departments accomplished this task through traditional efforts. Simply put, this
means they were able to replace expected losses through increasing the number of new
members signed up excluding DMS members and the number of renewed members.

Department Commanders for Arizona, South Carolina, France, Georgia and Delaware,
please accept these plaques as a token of my personal appreciation for your Department
membership efforts.

Before we proceed, I'd like to point out that the Commander hosted a reception on
Monday for Departments who obtained 96 percent or better of their membership, through
traditional efforts. They were given a ‘Ric’s Retriever” shirt and watch recognizing their
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great membership year.

The next award is to 2 man who set the standard for recruiting during this membership
year. The National Recruiter of the Year gathered 392 new members to The American
Legion fold. He did this while at the same time serving as Department Commander. Please
give a warm welcome to a dedicated Legionnaire from the Department of Alaska, William
‘Gene’ Franks.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: “National Membership Recruiter of the Year 2002, W.
Gene Franks, Department of Alaska, in recognition and appreciation of exemplary
achievement by recruiting more new members for our great organization than any other
Legionnaire in all 55 Departments of The American Legion.

“In witness thereof, this act is hereby attested to by the hands of the duly authorized
officers of The American Legion National Headquarters at Indianapolis, Indiana, Richard
1. Santos, National Commander, Robert W. Spanogle, National Adjutant.”

NV COMDR SALMON: Gene this is but a small token of appreciation for the job you
have done. Without a doubt you are one outstanding recruiter! Commander Santos is
presenting you with a set of Marine colors, a plaque and a Legion cap signifying your
accomplishment in 2002 for earning the title of Recruiter of The Year for 2001-2002.

MR. FRANKS: [ like those colors, they are really nice. I really appreciate the award
but regardless of how good one thinks they are, you always have the people behind you that
help. On a national level, we have Billy Johnson that if you ever have a question you can go
to him and he’ll help you out. From Alaska I"ve got an NEC Joe Craig, and our Adjutant
Dean Hill who're always there to help. I guess the biggest one will be my wife who let me
do it. Thank you very much.

NV COMDR SALMON: Membership is critical to The American Legion. Remember,
without an active, growing membership, and the efforts from individuals like Gene, our
programs will lose strength and our voice will be weakened.

QOur commitment of service to veterans, their families and communities will suffer.
Congratulations to those individuals and Departments we honored today.

A new membership year is underway. Let’s look forward to seeing another group of
deserving volunteers on stage in St. Louis next year.

NATL COMDR SANTOS: The Chair recognizes Tom Cadmus of Michigan, Chairman
of the National Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, for the
purpose of making a report.

Report: Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Themas P. Cadmus, Michigan, Chairman

Ninety-six members of your Committee on Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation met at
9:00 a.m. on August 25, 2002, in the Charlotte Convention Center, Room 203B, Charlotte,
North Carolina and agreed on the following report, which is respectfully submitted for your
consideration.

The Committee was called to order by Carol Rutherford (MD), Liaison Representative
appointed by the National Adjutant to act as temporary chairman. Peter Gaytan (DE),
Principal Deputy Director, VA&R Commission, acted as temporary secretary and called the
roll. A quorum being present, nominations were received for permanent chairman. Thomas
P. Cadmus (MI), Chairman of the Standing National Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
Commission, was unanimously elected Chairrnan of the Convention Committee.
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With unanimous consent, the Chairman appointed Pat Phillips (GA), as Committee
Secretary; Michael D’Arco (NM), Chairman of the Claims and Rating Subcommittee and
John Nelson (Ml), Secretary; Milton Willis (VT), Chairman of the Medical and Hospital
Subcommitice and Julius Walsh (LA}, Secretary.

Subcommittee liaison assignments were as follows: Carol Rutherford (MD), Director,
Cathleen Wiblemo {(VA), Assistant Director and Mark Regan (MD), Assistant Director, to
Medical and Hospital; Peter Gaytan (DE), Principal Deputy Director and Philip Wilkerson
(MD), Deputy Manager, to Claims and Rating.

As has been the custom for the 58 previous National Conventions, a Special
Department Service Officers Committee on Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Resolutions,
in a three day preconvention meeting, screened and grouped the resolutions. A report of their
analysis, with recommendations, was presented to the Convention Committee for
consideration.

The Screening Committee conserved the time of the Convention Committee
substantially. The Screening Committee was composed of the following Department Service
Officers:

REGION 1—Robert Owen (ME)

REGION 2—Lance Sweigart (MD)

REGION 3—William “Bill” Pack (NC), Secretary
REGION 7—H. Michael Jensen (UT), Chairman
REGION 8—Leon Bertram (AK)

The Convention Committee recommended that such a Committee be appointed for this
purpose to serve the Eighty-fifth National Convention Committee on Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation.

The 58 Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation resolutions presented for the consideration
of this Convention were referred by the Resolutions Assignment Committee. The following
action on the resolutions was taken by the Convention Committee:

Approved or Approved w/Amendment 42
Consolidated with Resolutions Approved
Referred to the Standing Commission
Received and Recorded

Rejected

N e U

A report of action taken on the 5 resolutions referred to the Standing National Veterans
Affairs and Rehabilitation Commission will be made to the National Executive Committee
and to the Adjutant of the Department concerned.

Recommended Action on Resolutions
Approved

Resolution No. 31: Seek Legislation To Pay Accrued Benefits In A Pending Claim To
Date The Deceased Veteran’s Claim Was Filed
Origin: Vermont
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs And Rehabilitation
WHEREAS, The American Legion is an organization of war veterans who have
dedicated themselves to the service of the Community, State and Nation; and
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WHEREAS, Veterans who have filed a claim or an appeal of a denial of benefits may
have to wait years for a decision to be reached; and

WHEREAS, If the veteran should die while their appeal is being considered, the
surviving spouse or next-of-kin is limited to two years of retroactive accrued benefits under
title 38, United States Code, section 5121; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carelina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion shall
sponsor and support legislation to revise title 38, United States Code, section 5121 to
pay acerued benefits retroactive to the original date of claim in these cases where the
veteran dies while the claim or appeal is pending.

Resolution No. 32: All Veterans Receive “Wartime” Benefits For Active Military

Service Between February 28, 1961, and August 5, 1964
Origin: Vermont
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs And Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, Certain VA benefits require wartime service by veterans; and

WHEREAS, The present dates for wartime service during the Vietnam War are August
5, 1964, through May 7 1975; and

WHEREAS, Veterans who served from February 28, 1961, through August 5, 1964,
shall be considered as serving during the Vietnam War; and

"WHEREAS, On November 10, 1997, Public Law 105-110 was signed by President
Clinton; and

WHEREAS, This legislation amended the public law which established The American
Legion (41 Stat. 285; 36 U.S.C. 45), approved September 16, 1919, by striking December
22,1961, and inserting February 28, 1961; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion has always advocated the principle of equal benefits
for equal service and believes that wartime service is not limited to only those who served
in combat; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion believes the provision in section 101(29)(A), title
38, U.S.C., which limits entitlement to wartime benefits to those who served “in-country in
the Republic of Vietnam” in the period February 28, 1961, to August 5, 1964, discriminates
against those other veterans who served on active duty during this period, but who did not
happen to have been stationed in Vietnam; and

WHEREAS, During these early years of the war in Vietnam, those serving on active
duty in other parts of the world were a part of the build-up of military forces in Vietnam and
were subject to transfer to Vietnam at any time; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion shall
seek legislation to remove this discriminatory provision of the law and establish
February 28, 1961, as the beginning date of the Vietnam War for VA benefit purposes.

Resolution No. 34: The Establishment Of Amyotrophic Lateral Selerosis (ALS)As A
Gulf War Presumptive Disease
Origin: Indiana
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs And Rehabilitation
WHEREAS, Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) is a fatal neurological disease that
controls muscle movement and neither a cause or effective treatment for ALS is known; and
WHEREAS, Preliminary findings of a recent joint Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) and Department of Defense (DoD) study of nearly 2.5 million veterans indicate that
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deployed Gulf War veterans are twice as likely as their non-deployed counterparts to
develop ALS; and

WHEREAS, The VA study initially identified 40 Gulf War veterans with ALS and
there may be other Gulf War veterans currently suffering from ALS yet to be identified; and

WHEREAS, The Secretary of Veterans Affairs announced that he would explore VA’s
options for compensating Gulf War veterans who subsequently develop ALS; and

WHEREAS, VA subsequently directed all VA regional offices to submit all Gulf War
ALS cases to VA Central Office for expeditious adjudication; and

WHEREAS, From the information obtained by The American Legion at thistime, VA
does not have plans to draft a regulation establishing an ALS presumption under current law
guaranteeing compensation for Gulf War veterans who develop ALS in the future; and

WHEREAS, The preliminary results of the recent VA study support the establishment
of an ALS presumption under current law; and

WHEREAS, Legislation was also introduced in the First Session of the 107" Congress
to establish ALS as a Gulf War presumptive disease; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charloette, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
the Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs to implement a regulation, under
existing law, establishing ALS as a condition presumed to be service-connected when
incurred by veterans of the Persian Gulf War or, in the alternative, The American
Legion pursue specific legislation to accomplish this purpose.

Resolution No. 35: The American Legion Policy On VA Compensation
Origin: Indiana
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, The current disability compensation program has proven to be a fair and
equitable manner in which to indemnify veterans suffering disabilities that are incurred or
aggravated in line of duty in the military, naval, or air service; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion is totally supportive of every benefit that is
currently provided to veterans for their past contributions to their country and its welfare;
and

WHEREAS, Disability compensation is a monthly payment made by the Department
of Veterans Affairs based on a schedule of ratings of reduction in earning capacity from
specific injurics as set forth in title 38, Code of Federal Regulations; and

WHEREAS, It is the opinion of The American Legion that there is no way to
adequately compensate a veteran for loss of ability to be a working, productive member of
society, and that the current monthly rates do not adequately compensate these disabled
veterans for the loss due to reduced earning capacity; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion believes Congress should periodically review the
amount of disability compensation veterans are receiving and provide a cost-of-living
adjustment to assure they have sufficient economic support; and

WHEREAS, Periodically, proposals are made to tax VA disability compensation
benefits; and

WHEREAS, Taxation of these benefits would amount to nothing more than a
permanent, enduring reduction in benefits and would demean the sacrifice and service of our
nation’s service-connected disabled veteran population; and

WHEREAS, Veterans in receipt of VA disability pension benefits who have no
dependents and are in Medicaid covered nursing homes are entitled to receive $90 monthly
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for personal needs and wants (Public Law 101-58), none of which can be used to reduce the
amount of Medicaid paid a nursing home facility; and

WHEREAS, In contrast, veterans having no dependents in receipt of VA disability
compensation benefits and who are in Medicaid covered nursing homes are required to
utilize all funds received from VA towards the cost of their nursing home costs; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
vigorously sppose any proposal that would subject VA disability compensation benefits
to taxation; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion oppose any administrative or legislative
proposal to dilute or eliminate any provision of the disability compensation program;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support legislation to amend title 38,
United States Code, section 1114, to provide a periodic COLA increase and to increase
the monthly rates of disability compensation; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion oppose any legislative effort to
automatically index such cost-of-living adjustments to the cost-of-living adjustment
authorized for Social Security recipients, nonservice-connected disability recipients and
death pension beneficiaries; and be it finally
RESOLVED, That The American Legion support legislation authorizing the payment
of VA disability compensation to veterans having no dependents who are in Medicaid
covered nursing homes of at least $90 per month, but alse prohibiting any part of the
compensation payment from being applied to reduce the amount of Medicaid paid a
nursing home facility.

Resolution No. 36: The American Legion Policy On Agent Orange
Origin: Indiana
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, Agent Orange was the most common herbicide used in Southeast Asia by
the U.S. Armed Forces during the Vietnam War from 1962-1971; and

WHEREAS, Agent Orange was contaminated by the carcinogen dioxin (2,3,7,8-
tetrachlorodibenzo-para-dioxin [TCDDY); and

WHEREAS, Over 2 million veterans served in Vietnam during the Vietnam War and
are presumed to have been exposed to Agent Orange; and

WHEREAS, Scientific evidence has linked human exposure to dioxin and certain
diseases; and

WHEREAS, A significant number of Vietnam veterans have developed various
cancers, neurological disorders, liver dysfunction and other severe diseases; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion supported Public Law 96-151 which mandated that
VA fund a non-government scientific body to conduct a major epidemiology study of
Vietnam veterans; and

WHEREAS, VA has still not funded the major epidemiology study mandated by public
law; and

WHEREAS, In view of the current absence of alternative judicial recourse to remedy
the injustice perpetuated on so many disabled Vietnam veterans, their families and survivors,
The American Legion will continue to monitor other pending dioxin-related suits; and

WHEREAS, In September 2000, in response to Department of Defense (DoD)
disclosure that South Korean troops sprayed the herbicide Agent Orange along the
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demilitarized zone (DMZ) between North and South Korea in 1968 and 1969, VA expanded
its Agent Orange Registry program to include veterans who served in Korea during that time
period; and

WHEREAS, Approximately 80,000 troops may have been exposed to herbicides during
that time period; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
continue to urge the completion of the scientific study mandated by Public Law 96-151;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion vigorously support the liberalization of
the rules relating to the evaluation of studies involving exposure to dioxin and the
adjudication of claims based on Agent Orange exposure; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion continue to closely menitor the
development of all ongoing research on the long-term effects of Agent Orange exposure
and point out to the proper officials any perceived deficiencies or discrepancies in these
projects; and to ensure that government committees charged with review of such
research are composed of impartial members of the medical and scientific community;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That Vietnam veterans reporting to VA medical care facilities
claiming exposure to Agent Orange be provided examinations and treatment which are
thorough and appropriate, and that VA physicians demonstrate compassion in
responding to the medical needs of these veterans; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion strongly urge Congress and VA to take
appropriate action to ensure that Agent Orange-related compensation and other
benefits, currently afforded to Vietnam veterans, are extended to veterans who served
along the DMZ in Korea in 1968 and 1969.

Resolution Ne. 37: Special Pension For World War I Veterans
Origin: Indiana
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, The median age of the surviving veterans of World War [ is more than 100
years of age; and

WHEREAS, Their numbers have declined rapidly over the past years from 63,000 in
1990 to probably less than 2,000 today; and

WHEREAS, Over this same period, the number of living female veterans of World War
1 has also declined sharply from 2,800 in 1990 to less than several hundred today; and

WHEREAS, When these veterans returned home more than eighty years ago, there
were no government programs to assist in their readjustment to civilian life; and

WHEREAS, Through the years, veterans of World War I worked tirelessly to develop
and support the comprehensive programs of veterans benefits and services for subsequent
generations of American war veterans; and

WHEREAS, Now, they are ill or infirm and no longer able to work; and

WHEREAS, In many instances, they are subsisting in financial hardship; and

WHEREAS, The Government of the United States and the American people have a
moral obligation to insure that all veterans of World War [ are not forgotten in their later
years; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion, since its founding in 1919 by veterans of World
War I, has maintained its special concern for the needs and welfare of these war veterans;
and
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WHEREAS, The veterans of World War [ are deserving of a special measure of

recognition and attention, because of their efforts and sacrifices; and

WHEREAS, The most direct and tangible way for the nation to fulfill its obligation to

those remaining veterans of World War 1 is to provide them a modest measure of monthly
financial support; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in

Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion support
legislation to amend title 38, United States Code (U.S.C,), so as to provide that:

1. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall pay to each veteran of World War I,
wheo meets the service requirements set forth in title 38, United States Code,
section 1521(j), a special pension in the amount of $150 per month;

2. Such special pension shall be paid without regard to (1) any income of any kind
payable to the veteran’s spouse, and (2) the corpus of the veteran’s estate; and

3. Any eligible veteran in receipt of pension under title 38, United States Code,
section 1512 may also receive such special pension.

Resolution No. 51: Urge Improvement In VA Procedures For The Issuance Of

Veterans Preference Letters

Origin: Hlinois
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs And Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, The American Legion is a national organization of veterans who have

dedicated themselves to the service of the community, state and nation; and

WHEREAS, 1t is the sincere desire of the American Legion to see all veterans,

especially disabled veterans, gainfully employed; and

WHEREAS, Under current VA regulations a veteran rated less than 10% disabled but

who has residuals of their disability can receive 10 point civil service preference; and

WHEREAS, A veteran secking these 10 points must ask the VA to make a second

rating decision which is called a civil service preference memorandum rating; and

WHEREAS, This additional rating, based on current workloads, could take several

months or more to be processed; and

WHEREAS, Most federal job announcements have specific, and usually short

announcement and closing dates; now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in

Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
the Department of Veterans Affairs to amend their internal procedures as follows:

* On all original service-connected rating decisions of less than 10%, an
additional paragraph be added to the rating fo address the issue of civil service
preference eligibility.

* The notification letter to these veterans rated less than 10% disabled include a
statement as to their eligibility (or lack of, if zero percent with no residuals) for
civil service preference points.

* Revise VA Form 21i-8647, Disability Compensation Award Attachment, to
include information about the 10 point preference eligibility.

Resolution No. 100: Extend Presumptive Period For Amyotrophic Lateral Scleresis
(ALS) To Seven Years

Origin: Maryland

Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
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WHEREAS, Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS) begins insidiously, involving
degeneration of the nerve cells either in the brain, the brain stem, or spinal cord and is
characterized by atrophy and almost always fibrillation of the muscular system of the body;
and

WHEREAS, ALS in its primary stage is difficult, if not impossible, to diagnose since
in this stage the condition may appear to be dormant with little or no progression of
symptoms for many years, thus leading the individual and his doctor to believe that the
condition has become arrested and nothing more is done to establish its diagnostic entity;
and

WHEREAS, Some Gulf War veterans have been diagnosed with ALS several years
following discharge from service and some veterans have been denied service connection
because the condition was not diagnosed while on active duty or within the presumptive time
frame; and

WHEREAS, Gulf War veterans diagnosed with ALS so far appear to be generally
younger than the average ALS sufferers; and

WHEREAS, A presumptive period of one year from the date of termination of active
duty as currently provided for ALS under title 38, United States Code (U.S.C), section
1112(a) is inadequate; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
that legislation be enacted to extend the current presumptive period for service
connection of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis from one year to seven years from the
date of separation from active duty.

Resolution No. 102: The American Legion Policy On Gulf War Veterans Illnesses
Origin: Maryland -~
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
(Consolidated with Resolution No. 18 (MA))

WHEREAS, Approximately 700,000 members of the United States Armed Forces were
deployed to the Southwest Asia Theater of Operations during the Gulf War; and

WHEREAS, More than 40,000 women served in theater during the Gulf War; and

WHEREAS, Over 20 percent of new recruits in the Armed Forces today are women and
that percentage is likely to grow in the coming years; and

WHEREAS, The vast majority of Gulf War veterans are in good health, thousands of
Gulf War veterans nevertheless suffer from unexplained physical symptoms known as “Gulf
War veterans illnesses;” and

WHEREAS, Over 200 scientific studies are investigating these illnesses; and

WHEREAS, Few of the aforementioned studies are focused exclusively on the illnesses
experienced by women Gulf War veterans; and

WHEREAS, Misleading information about Guif War veterans illnesses has spread on
the Internet and through the media, and this information has caused a great deal of
misunderstanding regarding the severity and prevalence of Gulf War veterans illnesses; and

WHEREAS, The National Academy of Sciences Institute of Medicine is currently
preparing reports that evaluate the nature, the likely causes and the Federal Government’s
response to Gulf War veterans illnesses; and

WHEREAS, These reports directly effect Department of Veterans Affairs
compensation programs for Gulf War veterans illnesses; and

WHEREAS, Several independent expert scientific committees and organizations have
stated that a number of suspected causes of Gulf War veterans illnesses are not likely
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associated with those illnesses, whereas others are more likely associated with those
illnesses; and

WHEREAS, The Secretary of Veterans Affairs recently established a committee
comprised of doctors, scientists, Gulf War veterans and veteran service organization
representatives to provide guidance and advice on future Gulf War-related research efforts;
and

WHEREAS, Pyridostigmine bromide was used by the United States and some coalition
troops as a nerve agent pre-treatment during the Gulf War although the Food and Drug
Administration had not approved the drug for that use and some researchers contend that
pyridostigmine bromide may be associated with Gulf War veterans illnesses; and

WHEREAS, Several medical studies have found that the unexplained physical
symptoms reported by Gulf War veterans are similar to other medically unexplained
symptom syndromes like chronic fatigue syndrome, fibromyalgia and irritable bowel
syndrome; and

WHEREAS, The President of the United States recently signed into law legislation
amending the Gulf War undiagnosed illness law (title 38, United States Code, section 1117)
to include medically unexplained disabilities such as chronic fatigue syndrome,
fibromyalgia, and irritable bowel syndrome; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion’s contract with a medical consultant from the
University of Connecticut proved invaluable in helping the organization strive towards its
goal of serving Gulf War veterans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
encourage the Department of Veterans Affairs to devote the appropriate resources to
finding effective medical treatments to alleviate the unexplained physical symptoms of
Gulf War veterans; and be it

RESOLVED, That the Department of Veterans Affairs fund more scientific
studies that exclusively investigate the health of women Gulf War veterans; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion encourage the Department of Veterans
Affairs to quickly implement any reasonable recommendations contained in Institute
of Medicine reports, or recommendations offered by the newly established Research
Advisory Committee on Gulf War Veterans Illnesses, regarding its Gulf War veterans
programs and research; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion encourage the scientific community to
focus its efforts on the most likely causes of Gulf War veterans illnesses and to refrain
from supporting or encouraging investigations of risk factors that are not likely related
to Gulf War veterans illnesses; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion encourage the Department of Defense
to not use investigational drugs on U.S. troops without their informed consent; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion encourage the Department of Veterans
Affairs to closely monitor the implementation of the changes to title 38, United States
Code, section 1117 to ensure proper application of the law at the Department of
Veterans Affairs regional office level; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Department of Veterans Affairs continue to develop the
Persian Gulf Registry; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion will continue to consult with medical
experts from time to time in order to ensure the effectiveness of its advocacy.
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Resolution No. 103: Open-Ended Presumptive Period For Undiagnosed Ilinesses For

Gulf War Veterans
Origin: Maryland
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, Thousands of Gulf War veterans still suffer from chronic unexplained
physical symptoms; and

WHEREAS, The numerous symptoms experienced by sick Gulf War veterans are not
well understood and the causes of such symptoms remain elusive and answers could likely
remain evasive for some time; and

WHEREAS, There currently is little significant research on long-term health effects of
many of the agents Gulf War veterans were potentially exposed to during the Gulf War; and

WHEREAS, Additional research into the long-term health effects of exposures is
needed, a fact confirmed in a September 2000 report by the Institute of Medicine on the
health effects of exposures during the Gulf War; and

WHEREAS, The current presumptive period for undiagnosed illnesses was recently
only extended for a period of five years (through December 31, 2006); now, therefore, be
1t

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
that legislation be enacted to extend the presumptive period for service connection for
ill-defined and undiagnosed illnesses indefinitely.

Resolution No. 133: Give Priority Treatment To World War II Veterans
Origin: Texas
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, World War II ended more than fifty-five years ago; and

WHEREAS, Most surviving World War II veterans are over 80 years old and in
increasing need of medical care; and

WHEREAS, The cost of adequate medical care is beyond their ability to pay, with over
1500 dying every day; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion National Convention in Orlando, Florida in 1997,
in New Orleans, Louisiana in 1998 and in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 2000, passed resolutions
supporting legislation to grant priority care to World War 11 veterans; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion does
hereby reaffirm that Congress amend Public Law 104-262—Veterans Health Care Act
of 1996—to include World War II veterans in Priority Group 6.

Resolution No. 141: The GI Bill Of Health
Origin: Veterans Affairs And Rehabilitation
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
WHEREAS, The American Legion’s intention in its initial draft of the GI Bill of Health
was to ensure the permanent existence of an effective veterans health care delivery system
for the nation’s veterans and their eligible dependents into the 21* century; and
WHEREAS, For the past 50 years, the Department of Veterans Affairs has provided
high quality health care to America’s veterans, trained numerous health care providers,
engaged in innovative research, and supported the Department of Defense and the Federal
Emergency Management Agency in times of crisis; and
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WHEREAS, VA began to change the way it delivers health care in the past several
years through restructuring and legislative initiatives, which has resulted in the
implementation of several of the original provisions of the GI Bill of Health; and

WHEREAS, The elements of the GI Bill of Health that have already been accomplished
under measures established by Eligibility Reform in 1996 and the Millennium Bill in 1999,
include:

1. Portability

2. An equitable standardized resource distribution method

3. Extension of health care access to all veterans

4. A defined benefits package

5. Long-term care for veterans rated 70 percent or higher

or for service-connected conditions; and

WHEREAS, There are two main components of the GI Bill of Health that should be
given legislative priority for enactment as separate legislation. The first bill will be known
as the “GI Bill of Health—Medicare Reimbursement,” and the second as the “GI Bill of
Health—Dependents in VA;” and

WHEREAS, The provisions of these bills shall remain the same as the original GI Bill
of Health that dealt with these sections; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28,29, 2002, That The American Legion support
enacting additional components of the GI Bill of Health through the “GI Bill of
Health—Medicare Reimbursement” and the “GI Bill of Health—Dependents in VA.”

Resolution No. 142: The American Legion Policy On The Department Of Veterans
Affairs Medical School Affiliations
Origin: Oregon
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, VHA and its medical school affiliates have enjoyed a long-standing and
exemplary relationship for over 50 years that has continued to thrive and evolve to the
present day; and

WHEREAS, The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) has four core missions that
include patient care, education, research and contingency support for DoD medical services
and the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS); and

WHEREAS, VHA conducts the largest coordinated education and training program for
health care professions in the nation and medical school affiliations allow VA to train new
health professionals to meet the health care needs of veterans and the nation; and

WHEREAS, Medical school affiliations have been a major factor in VA’s ability to
recruit and retain high quality physicians and to provide veterans access to the most
advanced medical technology and cutting edge research; and

WHEREAS, VHA research has made countless contributions to improve the quality
of life for veterans and the general population, and the medical school affiliations are an
integral component of VA’s ability to expand medical knowledge through research; and

WHEREAS, The partnership with this country’s medical schools has allowed VHA to
enhance its ability to provide quality medical care to America’s veterans, to promote
excellence in education and research, and to provide back-up medical care to the Department
of Defense in the event of war or national emergency; and

WHEREAS, The academic medical model of integrated clinical care, education and
research is universally accepted as the best means of providing high quality and state-of-the-
art medical care; now, therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion affirm
its strong commitment and support for the mutually beneficial affiliations between the
Veterans Health Administration and the medical schools of this nation; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That VA medical school affiliates should be appropriately
represented as a stakeholder on any national Task Force, Commission, or Committee
established to deliberate on veterans health care.

Resolution No. 143: Restore And Increase Burial And Plot Allowance
Origin: Oregon
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, The American Legion is an organization of war veterans who have
dedicated themselves to the service of the Community, State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, At one time all honorably discharged veterans of a wartime period were
allowed a burial/plot allowance of $450 to assist the family in providing a proper burial of
their loved ones; and

WHEREAS, The burial/plot allowance is now only paid to certain veterans, i.e., those
who were receiving VA compensation or pension benefits at the time of death or died in a
VA hospital; and

WHEREAS, The benefit has not been changed to keep up with inflation; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion shall
sponsor and support legislation to return the burial/plet allowance to all veterans who
served during a time of war or conflict and increase the dollar amount to $1,000 to
compensate for inflation over the years.

Resolution No. 144: The American Legion Policy On The National Cemetery

Administration
Origin: Oregon
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, VA's National Cemetery Administration (NCA) comprises 120 cemeteries
in 39 states (and Puerto Rico) as well as 33 soldiers’ lots and monuments. NCA was
established by Congress and approved by President Abraham Lincoln in 1862 to provide for
the proper burial and registration of graves of Civil War dead; and

WHEREAS, Since 1973, annual interments in NCA have increased from 36,400 to over
84,800. Annual burials will increase to more than 115,000 in the year 2010 as the veteran
population ages; and

WHEREAS, Fifty-nine (59) national cemeteries are closed for casket burials. Most of
these can accept cremation burials, however, and all of them can inter the spouse or eligible
children of a family member already buried. Another 22 national cemeteries are expected
to close by the year 2005, but efforts are underway to forestall some of these closures by
acquiring adjacent properties; and

WHEREAS, NCA administers a program of grants to states to assist them in
establishing or improving state-operated veterans cemeteries. The matched-funds program
helps to provide additional burial space for veterans in locations where there are no nearby
national cemeteries. To date more than $119 million in 114 grants have been awarded to 28
states and the Territory of Guam and Northern Marianas; and
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WHEREAS, Operations, maintenance, renovation, and construction funding must
continually be adjusted to reflect the true requirements of the National Cemetery
Administration; and

WHEREAS, Congress must provide sufficient major construction appropriations to
permit NCA to accomplish its stated goal of ensuring that burial in a national or state
cemetery is a realistic option by locating cemeteries within 75 miles of three out of every
four veterans; and

WHEREAS, The 1990 Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act restricted the plot
allowance of $150, which was previously paid to all honorably discharged wartime veterans
and eliminated the headstone allowance of $85, which was paid to all eligible veterans in
lieu of a government-provided headstone or marker. The 1990 Act limited the plot allowance
benefit to veterans who are indigent or are in receipt of VA disability compensation or
pension payments. The plot allowance would still be payable to state veterans cemeteries.
While veterans would still be entitled to receive a government-provided headstone or marker
for their interment site, the headstone or marker allowance was eliminated entirely; and

WHEREAS, If a veteran passes away in a Department of Veterans Affairs hospital,
nursing home, or domiciliary, or in an institution at which the individual was receiving
hospital or nursing care at the expense of the United States at the time of death, VA will pay
for the cost of transporting the remains to the place of burial; however, a veteran who passes
away in a State Veterans Home is not allowed transportation cost for the remains to the place
of burial by VA; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27,28, 29,2002, That The American Legion support
the establishment of additional national and state veterans cemeteries and columbaria
wherever a need for them is apparent and petition Congress to provide required
operations and construction funding to ensure VA burial in a national or state veterans
cemetery is a realistic option for veterans and their eligible dependents; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion go on record as being opposed to any
attempt, now or in the future, to collect "User Fees" for burials in any national or state
veterans cemetery; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support restoration of a veterans burial
allowance and an increase in the burial benefit; along with restoration of the pre-1990
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act criteria to provide eligibility for a government
furnished headstone or marker allowance and restoration and increase of the burial
plot allowance; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support action to provide that when an
eligible veteran dies in a state veterans hospital or nursing home, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall pay for the cost of transporting the remains to the place of burial
as determined by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

Resolution No. 145: Project “Shipboard Hazard And Defense”
Origin: Oregon
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
WHEREAS, Project Shipboard Hazard and Defense (SHAD) refers to a series of tests
conducted in the 1960s to assess the vulnerabilities of U.S. Navy ships and their ability to
maintain operational readiness in the event of a chemical or biological attack; and
WHEREAS, The tests identified thus far were conducted on various open sea locations
in the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans; and
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WHEREAS, Participants included, primarily, Navy and Marine Corps personnel, with
assistance from Air Force and Army personnel; and

WHEREAS, The total number of participating personnel and units have not been
definitively identified; and

WHEREAS, 1 13 tests have been identified at this time and the total number of exercises
associated with Project SHAD remains unknown; and

WHEREAS, Testing the effectiveness of shipboard detection and protective procedures
against chemical and biological threats exposed participants to simulated and live biological
and chemical agents, as well as decontaminates, that have potential adverse health effects
for those participating; and

WHEREAS, Veterans involved in the tests suffer from multiple complaints, especially
illnesses associated with the respiratory system; and

WHEREAS, There may be other individuals who have filed claims specifically for this
project but the Department of Veterans Affairs is unaware of their names; and

WHEREAS, Most of the information on Project SHAD remains classified and therefore
the Department of Veterans Affairs has limited knowledge about the project; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Veterans Affairs is collaborating with the Department
of Defense to acquire information about the nature of the tests, those who participated, the
time duration and location of the tests, and the chemicals, decontaminates and other agents
used; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Veterans Affairs is in active discussion with the
Department of Defense to establish a mechanism for processing claims should they be
received; and

WHEREAS, The Department of Defense’s Office of the Special Assistant for Gulf War
Ilinesses, or the Office of Deployment Health will provide information to the Department
of Veterans Affairs to assist SHAD participants in their claims by verifying their units’
participation in Project SHAD; and

WHEREAS, In spring 2002 the Department of Veterans Affairs will notify the first
1200 participants, identified to date, of their participation and encourage them to receive
examinations to establish health assessments; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Coenvention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2602, That The American Legion support
the Department of Veterans Affairs and the Department of Defense in their quest to
identify and declassify tests associated with Project SHAD and to quickly notify
veterans of their participation; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion urge the Department of Veterans Affairs
to continuously provide information, including names of units and ships and the
number of veterans involved, to all veteran service organizations as soon as such
information is provided by the Department of Defense; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion recommend that the Department of
Veterans Affairs routinely disseminate all declassified information pertaining to SHAD,
especially long term health consequences of exposure to various agents used in SHAD,
names of participants identified as well as ships and units invelved, to all department
medical facilities and regional offices responsible for processing disability benefit
claims; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion urge the Department of Veterans Affairs
to conduct thorough health assessments of participants as they are located, as well as
the records of those deceased, to establish guidelines to be used in examining
participants of SHAD and awarding appropriate compensation; and be it further
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RESOLVED, That The American Legion recommend that the Department of
Veterans Affairs and any government agency that conducts health or mortality studies
on SHAD participants disclose their findings to the public; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That the Department of Veterans Affairs be urged to reopen all
cases involving veterans of identified units to determine any long-term health effects
from exposure to chemical and biological agents during these tests and, when
supported by medical and scientific evidence, that these veterans be granted
compensation and benefits for disabilities associated with their participation in Project
SHAD and associated tests.

Resolution No. 146: Amend Title 38, United States Code, To Remove The Specific Date

For The Award Of DIC Benefits For Surviving Spouses Of Former POWs
Origin: Oregon
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, The American Legion is an organization of war veterans who have
dedicated themselves to the service of the Community, State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, The Veterans Millennium Benefits Act, Public Law 106-11, authorized
payment of DIC benefits to the survivors of former POWs who died after September 30,
1999, and who were continuously rated totally disabled due to a service-connected disability
for a period of not less than one year immediately preceding death; and

WHEREAS, There are thousands of widows whose spouse was a former POW who
died before September 30, 1999, and who was rated totally disabled for over one year for
a service—connected disability; and

WHEREAS, These widows are not able to become eligible for DIC because their
husband’s death was before September 30, 1999; and

WHEREAS, When other survivor benefit programs were liberalized, they usually
covered the widows of veterans who died before the enactment of the law, e.g., deaths from
cancers from Agent Orange; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion shall
sponsor and support legislation to amend section 1318 of title 38, United States Code,
to remove the date of September 30, 1999, and substitute “whe died any time after
discharge from active duty and who were rated totally disabled for over one year.”

Resolution No. 154: Support Legislation To Permit States To Place Supplemental

Guide Signs Relating To Veterans National Cemeteries On Federal-Aid Highways
Origin: Ohio
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, There are many guide signs directing traffic to various facilities such as
camp sites, lodgings, restaurants and gas stations on Federal-aid highways; and

WHEREAS, It is not permissible to place guide signs relating to veterans national
cemeteries on Federal-aid highways; and

WHEREAS, For example, the Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery, located
approximately four miles from exit number two on Interstate Highway 76, a Federal-aid
highway, in Medina County, Ohio has no guide signs at this location, causing many
motorists to miss the exit to the cemetery; and

WHEREAS, Approximately fifty vehicles visit this cemetery daily; and

WHEREAS, Approximately one thousand people visit this national cemetery on
veterans holidays; now, therefore, be it
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RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29,2002, That The American Legion sponsor
and support legislation to permit states to place supplemental guide signs relating to
veterans national cemeteries on Federal-aid highways.

Resolution No. 159: VA Benefits and Services For Eligible WWII Veterans Of The
Philippine Commonwealth Army, Recognized Guerillas, And New Philippine
Scouts

Origin: Philippines

Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

(Consolidated with Resolution No. 135 (PI))

WHEREAS, Since 1946 Filipino World War II veterans have been campaigning to be
recognized for their service to America during World War II and to be granted the
corresponding benefits; and

WHEREAS, Filipino veterans are grateful to The American Legion for supporting their
cause, throughout these years—their efforts are yet unfulfilled; and

WHEREAS, The 106™ Congress partially satisfied the claim for justice and equity for
Filipino veterans, when it enacted PL 106-377 granting full disability compensation to those
Filipino veterans residing permanently in the U.S. and PL 106-419 granting full burial
benefits to those Filipino veterans residing permanently and who die in the U.S.; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs in the year 2000 estimated that there
were 60,000 surviving Filipino veterans who are classified as Philippine Commonwealth
Army, Recognized Guerrilla and New Philippine Scouts veterans, of whom 45,000 reside
permanently in the Philippines and 15,000 reside permanently in the U.S.; and

WHEREAS, Of the 45,000 residing in the Philippines, 41,000 do not receive any
compensation or pension benefit from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and most are
sickly, over 70 years old, and live below the poverty level; and

WHEREAS, Those Filipino veterans residing in the Philippines expressed great sadness
and bitterness upon receiving the news of the enactment of PL 106-377 and PL 106-419
because they benefit only those few Filipino veterans residing in the U.S., while the great
majority of the Filipino veterans receive nothing under these new laws; and

WHEREAS, A report to Congress that studied benefits for Filipino veterans, authorized
by former President Clinton in late 2000, included among the recommended options that the
U.S. Department. of Veterans Affairs “authorize non-service connected disability pension
to all Filipino veterans;” and

WHEREAS, At the 2002 National Convention in San Antonio, Texas, The American
Legion adopted the mandate urging Congress to enact legislation amending title 38, United
States Code, section 107, recognizing service in the Philippine Commonwealth Army,
Recognized Guerillas, and New Philippine Scouts as active military service in the U.S.
Armed Forces during World War II for purposes of benefits under programs administered
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and that they be granted full benefits for such service,
and, further, that Congress appropriate sufficient funds for this purpose; now, therefore, be
1t

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
Congress to enact legislation amending title 38, United States Code, section 107, to
recognize Philippine Commonwealth Army, Recognized Guerilla and New Philippine
Scouts veterans as members of the active military service in the U.S. Armed Forces
during World War I for purposes of benefits under programs administered by the
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Sécretary of Veterans Affairs and grant them full benefits for such service and, further,
to appropriate additional funds therefore.

Resolution No. 181: Exempt VA Benefits And Services From Pay-Go Provisions
Origin: New York
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, The Budget Enforcement Act (BEA) significantly amended the laws
pertaining to the budget process by constraining direct spending through a Pay-As-You-Go
(PAY-GO) requirement for all legislation affecting the direct spending of all Federal
agencies and departments; and

WHEREAS, Under this statute, as an example, if Congress wishes to establish a new
entitlement or expand an existing program for veterans, it must find the money to fund such
change within existing budget limits; and

WHEREAS, Wartime disabled veterans have earned the benefits and services they,
their dependents and survivors receive from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) as a
result of the injuries sustained during their period of wartime service; and

WHEREAS, The benefits and services received by wartime disabled veterans as a
result of their service-connected disabilities are an extension of the cost of war; and

WHEREAS, This country has a moral obligation to continue to care for these citizen-
soldiers who have risen in defense and support of the ideals of this great nation and who
have returned to civilian life with service-connected disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Since BEA PAY-GO requires Congress to fund new benefits or services
within existing spending limits, this, in effect, requires one group of disabled veterans to
give up benefits or services, so that another group of wartime disabled veterans can receive
benefits or services to which they are entitled; and

WHEREAS, The budget implications of PAY-GO are often a deterrent to favorable
congressional action on major changes in veterans legislation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29 2002, That The American Legion support
legislation to exempt VA benefits and services provided to service-connected disabled
veterans, their dependents and survivors from the PAY-GO provision of the BEA.

Resolution No. 187: Amend Legislation Regarding The Geographical Means Test
Origin: New York
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, The Means Test administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs was
established to determine those veterans unable to defray the cost of medical care; and to
identify those veterans who have a financial responsibility to make co-payments when
receiving VA health care; and

WHEREAS, The VA Health Care Programs Enhancement Act of 2001, Public Law
107-135, made changes in the current system of eligibility of veterans seeking VA health
care; and

WHEREAS, This legislation established a Geographical Means Test (GMT) that takes
into consideration the widely varied cost-of-living across the country by establishing an
adjusted Means Test threshold based on the United States Housing Actof 1973 (PL 93-383);
and

WHEREAS, Regulations regarding the GMT are still being promulgated; and

WHEREAS, The intent of the legislation is to establish an additional Priority Group for
VA health care; and
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WHEREAS, Veterans above the traditional Means Test and below the GMT will
remain classified in Priority Group 7, and those veterans above the GMT will be classified
as a new Priority Group 8; and

WHEREAS, The only advantage of this reclassification is that Priority Group 7
veterans will receive a discount on their inpatient co-payments; and

WHEREAS, A significant number of veterans residing in high cost of living areas
across the country are at the local poverty level, unable to afford the cost of medical care,
yet are classified as Priority Group 7; and

WHEREAS, Current legislation does not meet the intent of granting relief to these
veterans by declaring them unable to defray the cost of medical care based on the adjusted
cost of living in their geographic area; and

WHEREAS, The only way to grant this relief is to place veterans in Priority Group 5
when their income and assets are below the GMT, thus eliminating their co-payments for
medical care; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion support
legislation to amend or replace the VA Health Care Programs Enhancement Act of
2001 to allow veterans to be re-classified from Priority Group 7 to Priority Group 5
when their income and assets are below the Geographical Means Test threshold.

Resolution No. 191: Oppose Any Initiative To Establish A Deductible For Priority

Group 7 Veterans On A Provision To Receive VA Health Care
Origin: New York
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, Since the enactment of Public Law 104-262, which established eligibility
reform and an enrollment process, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), Veterans
Health Administration (VHA), has experienced a dramatic growth from 2.5 million veterans
to over 6 million veterans enrolled in VA Health Care; and

WHEREAS, A substantial percentage of this growth has been from veterans assigned
to Priority Group 7; and

WHEREAS, VHA is authorized to bill, collect, and retain co-payments and third party
insurance payments of Priority Group 7 veterans; and

WHEREAS, VA has proposed to levy a $1,500 deductible on Priority Group 7
veterans; and

WHEREAS, The deductible would suppress the demand for V A services at the expense
of Priority Group 7 veterans; and

WHEREAS, Priority Group 7 veterans may not be able to afford the $1,500 out-of-
pocket deductible and could be driven away from VA services with no treatment; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
adamantly oppose any effort to impose a deductible for Priority Group 7 veterans to
receive VA health care.

Resolution No. 193: Allow Veterans To Retain $90 Of Their Compensation While In
Medicaid-Covered Nursing Homes

Origin: Pennsylvania

Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
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WHEREAS, The American Legion is an organization of war veterans who have
dedicated themselves to the service of the Community, State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, When a veteran without dependents in receipt of pension benefits is
covered by Medicaid for nursing home care, VA pension is reduced to $90 for incidental
expenses; and

WHEREAS, When a veteran without dependents who is receiving compensation
benefits is similarly covered by Medicaid, only $30.00 a month is allowed for incidentals;
and

‘WHEREAS, This is an inequity and a disadvantage to the service-disabled veteran;
now therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion shall
sponsor and support legislation to change the allowance of veterans who are receiving
compensation while in a nursing home under Medicaid coverage so they may keep $90
of their check for incidental expenses.

Resolution No. 194: The American Legion Policy On VA National Service Life

Insurance
Origin: Pennsylvania
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, No regular government life insurance program was available to veterans
entering and leaving service in the period January 1957 to September 1963; and

WHEREAS, Veterans of the Vietnam War serving on active duty during the period
beginning September 29, 1965, through May 7, 1975, were covered under either the
Servicemen’s Group Life Iusurance (SGLI) program or, later, the Veterans Group Life
Insurance (VGLI) program; and

WHEREAS, Upon discharge or separation from service, individuals had only 120 days
within which to convert their government life insurance to a private commercial policy, with
Veterans Group Life Insurance not becoming available until August 1974 with a retroactive
open period to 1970 for unconverted active or inactive SGLI policies, but not applying to
the major portion of the Vietnam War; and

WHEREAS, Many of these veterans experienced extraordinarily severe readjustment
problems and were often financially and/or emotionally unable to take advantage of the
conversion provision within the 120 day time limit after discharge from service; and

WHEREAS, Many Vietnam War veterans who did not convert their government life
insurance to a private policy, as well as veterans of the World War Il and Korean War period
whose National Service Life Insurance (NSLI) polices may have lapsed, and veterans of the
Cold War period of 1957-1965 who had no government life insurance coverage for their
families' protection, but becanse of disability may not be able to purchase commercial
insurance; and

WHEREAS, There is precedent for the reopening of the National Service Life
Insurance program in that it was previously reopened in 1965-1966 for World War II and
Korean War veterans with disabilities who had been eligible to apply for NSLI on or after
Octaber 8, 1940, through December 31, 1956 (disabilities could have been service-
connected and/or nonservice-connected); and

WHEREAS, Since 1951, veterans granted a service-connected disability and who are
otherwise in good health may purchase up to a basic $10,000 of NSLI service-disabled
msurance at standard rates within two years from the date the VA notifies them of the grant
of service connection (one year prior to September 1, 1991); and
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WHEREAS, Many such eligible veterans, due to financial hardships and problems
associated with their service-connected disabilities and adjustments to civilian life, or to
notification problems resulting from V A procedures, did not apply for NSLI service-disabled
insurance within the prescribed eligibility period; and

WHEREAS, VA service-disabled life insurance does not permit an eligibility period
for increases in previously rated service-connected disabilities, but only for new ratings; and

WHEREAS, Those who may now be able to afford insurance at standard NSLI-
disabled rates, and who still would meet the underwriting criteria, cannot apply due to the
statutory bar; and

WHEREAS, The continuous inflation of the past four decades has rendered the
maximum face value of $10,000 for basic NSLI coverage totally inadequate; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion sponsor
and support legislation to amend title 38, United States Code, to provide for the
reopening of the National Service Life Insurance program for a minimum of one year
for all disabled veterans within underwriting criteria similar to that of the Veterans
Reopened Program of 1965-1966, to include a similar reopened period for the service-
disabled insurance program for those veterans in good health except for their service-
connected disabilities, regardless of the date of their service-connected rating, and that
such reopened issues be at a maximum optional face value at a level that appropriately
reflects current inflationary experience.

Resolution No. 195: Provide Emergency Response Service For Independent-Living

Veterans
Origin: Pennsylvania
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, VA is treating more veterans as outpatients; and

WHEREAS, Some of these veterans either live alone or with families that work,
therefore leaving them alone for extended periods of time; and

WHEREAS, A veteran might experience an emergent medical need during these
periods of time; and

WHEREAS, A National Network exists that ensures and preserves an independent
lifestyle by providing an Emergency Response Service at home that can be activated by a
veteran during a medical emergency; and

WHEREAS, VA already has the authority to issue the Emergency Alert System
depending on medical evaluation of the need and the availability of local services; and

WHEREAS, This information does not appear to be widely known; now, therefore, be
1t

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion urge
the Department of Veterans Affairs to educate staff and inform patients about the
Emergency Response Service; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That VA should make the Emergency Response Service readily
available to veterans medically determined to need such service.

Resolution No. 196: The American Legion Policy On The State Veterans Home
Program
Origin: Pennsylvania
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Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
(Consolidated with Resolution No. 25 (MA))

WHEREAS, State Veterans Homes were founded for indigent and disabled Civil War
veterans beginning in the Jate 1800s and have continued to serve subsequent generations of
veterans for over one hundred years; and

WHEREAS, Under the provisions of title 38, United States Code, VA is authorized to
make payments to states to assist in the construction and maintenance of State Veterans
Homes; and

WHEREAS, Today, there are 109 State Veterans Homes facilities in 47 states with over
23,000 beds providing nursing home, hospital, and domiciliary care; and

WHEREAS, The State Veterans Home Program has proven to be a cost-effective
provider of quality care to many of the nation’s veterans; and

WHEREAS, This program is an important adjunct to VA’s own nursing, hospital, and
domiciliary programs; and

WHEREAS, Title 38, United States Code, authorizes the Grants for Construction of
State Veterans Home Program which provides funding for 65% of the total cost of building
new veterans homes; and

WHEREAS, VA has not been able to keep pace with the number of grant applications;
and currently there is over $120 million in unfunded new construction projects pending; and

WHEREAS, Title 38, United States Code, authorizes per diem payments for veterans
residing in State Veterans Homes which cover only about twenty percent of the cost of
domiciliary care and thirty percent of the cost of nursing home care; and

WHEREAS, Under title 38, United States Code, veterans are paid increased
compensation or pension at the Aid and Attendance (A&A) rate while a patient in a State
Veterans Home is entitled to receive drugs and medication from VA; and

WHEREAS, VA is seeking to impose restrictions on this program whereby it will pay
either the authorized nursing care per diem rate or provide drugs and medication to eligible
State Veterans Homes A&A veterans; and

WHEREAS, The enactment of the Veterans Millennium Health Care and Benefits bill
makes it mandatory that VA provide institutional care and nursing home service to veterans
with service-connected disabilities rated at 70 percent or higher; and

WHEREAS, Currently VA will only provide those services for 70 percent or higher
service-connected veterans, if the veteran either resides in a VA long-term care facility or
a private contracted facility, but not in a State Veterans Home; and

WHEREAS, Recognizing the growing long-term health care needs of older veterans,
itis essential that the State Veterans Home Program be maintained as a viable and important
alternative health care provider to the VA system; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28,29, 2002, That The American Legion support
increasing the amount of authorized per diem payments (40 percent) for nursing home
and domiciliary care provided to veterans in State Veterans Homes; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion support the provision of prescription
drugs and over-the-counter medication to State Homes Aid & Attendance patients,
along with the payment of authorized per diem to State Veterans Homes; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That VA should allow for full reimbursement of nursing home care
to 70 percent service-connected veterans or higher, if the veteran resides in a State
Veterans Home; and be it finally
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RESOLVED, That the National Association of State Veterans Homes and the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs be urged to support mutual planning efforts, enhanced
medical sharing agreements, and enhanced-use construction contracts with qualified
providers.

Resolution No. 202: The American Legion Policy On Dependency And Indemnity

Compensation
Origin: California
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) may be paid to an
honorably discharged veteran's surviving spouse, children or parents if the veteran died of
a service-connected disability or died while in the active military, naval, or air service after
December 31, 1956; and

WHEREAS, The purpose of the Dependency and Indemnity Compensation program
is to provide an appropriate level of economic support and security for the surviving spouse,
children or parents; and

WHEREAS, It is essential that DIC benefits be periodically adjusted to reflect increases
in the cost of living; and

WHEREAS, The Dependency and Indemnity Compensation Reform Act of 1992, PL
102-568, established a single monthly benefit rate for the survivors of individuals who died
on active duty and veterans who died of service-connected causes after December 31, 1992;
and

WHEREAS, Survivors in receipt of DIC under the prior law which was based on the
veteran's military pay grade were "grandfathered" under this legislation and could elect to
either continue to receive DIC based on military pay grade or change over to the new DIC
program; and

WHEREAS, Congress in enacting the DIC Reform Act expressed its intentions that
those survivors remaining under the prior law DIC program would continue to receive
periodic cost-of-living adjustments (COLAs) in their benefits; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion believes recipients under the prior DIC law are
entitled to the same percentage cost-of-living adjustment as those under the current DIC
program; and

WHEREAS, Surviving spouses with no dependents in receipt of VA death pension in
Medicaid-covered nursing homes are entitled to receive $90.00 monthly for personal needs
and wants, none of which can be used to reduce the amount of Medicaid paid a nursing
home facility; and

WHEREAS, In contrast, surviving spouses having no dependents in receipt of or a
parent(s) in receipt of DIC and who are in Medicaid-covered nursing homes are required to
utilize all funds received from VA towards the cost of their nursing home care, leaving them
without any or very limited funds for personal needs and wants; and

WHEREAS, It would be very beneficial for those surviving parent(s) to receive the
$90.00 payment the same as allowed surviving spouses in receipt of DIC who are in nursing
homes under Medicaid; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27,28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion support
legislation to provide for periodic cost-of-living adjustments in DIC at the same
percentage rate to both current-law and prior-law DIC recipients; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion shall seek legislation authorizing the
payment of VA DIC to surviving spouses having no dependents who are in Medicaid-
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covered nursing homes of at least $90.00 per month, but also prohibiting any part of
the DIC payment from being applied to reduce the amount of Medicaid paid a nursing
home facility; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion seek legislation to allow parents in
receipt of DIC who are patients in nursing homes under Medicaid to be entitled to a
payment up to $90.00 per month from VA.

Resolution No. 203: Support Medicare Reimbursement for The Department Of

Veterans Affairs
Origin: California
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation
(Consolidated with Resolution No. 184 (NY))

WHEREAS, The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) provides medical care to
eligible beneficiaries as authorized by title 38, U.S.C.; and

WHEREAS, The fundamental branch of V A that administers and operates this medical
care delivery system is the Veterans Health Administration (VHA); and

WHEREAS, VHA is the Nation’s largest comprehensive, integrated health care
delivery system that provides excellence in health care value, service, education and
research; and

WHEREAS, The mission of VHA is to meet the medical needs of America’s veterans
by providing specialized care, primary care and related medical and social support services
for eligible veterans; and

WHEREAS, VHA consists of hospitals, ambulatory clinics, nursing homes,
domiciliaries and readjustment counseling centers located nationwide; and

WHEREAS, VHA continues to be the Nation’s largest educator of health care
professionals through its affiliations with medical schools, academic medical centers and
other research institutions; and

WHEREAS, VHA continues to be a major national research asset conducting basic,
clinical, epidemiological and behavioral studies across the entire spectrum of scientific
discipline; and

WHEREAS, VHA continues to serve as a contingency back-up to Department of
Defense (DoD) medical services and, during national emergencies, supports the National
Disaster Medical System (NDMS); and

WHEREAS, Open enrollment in VHA for all eligible veterans is based on honorable
military service; and

WHEREAS, Enrollment in VHA could be limited by the availability of existing annual
federal discretionary appropriations to meet the health care needs of enrolled veterans; and

WHEREAS, VHA continues to seek other revenue streams to supplement limited
annual federal discretionary appropriations and meet the growing demands for quality
treatment of enrolled veterans; and

WHEREAS, VHA is authorized to bill, collect and retain payments from enrolled
veterans and their health care insurers, except Medicare, for inpatient and outpatient care,
outpatient medications and long-term care services, and

WHEREAS, Medicare is a prepaid, federally mandated health insurance program for
all eligible Americans; and

WHEREAS, Medicare is an entitlement program for nearly forty million Americans;
and
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WHEREAS, VA is prohibited from billing and collecting Medicare reimbursements
for the treatment of nonservice-connected medical conditions of enrolled Medicare-eligible
veterans; and

WHEREAS, Indian Health Service has successfully demonstrated the ability to bill and
collect Medicare reimbursement; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion’s GI Bill of Health proposes Medicare
Reimbursement for VA, as a realistic health care entitlement for enrolled, Medicare-eligible
veterans seeking treatment of nonservice-connected medical conditions in VHA health care
facilities; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion
advocate to Congress amending title XVIII of the Social Security Act, to allow
Medicare Reimbursement for VA on a fee-for-service basis for the treatment of
nonservice-connected medical conditions of enrolled, Medicare-eligible veterans; and
be it finally

RESOLVED, That enrolled, Medicare-eligible veterans be authorized to
participate in the Medicare + Choice option by choosing VA as their primary health
care provider.

Resolution No. 204: VA Role In National Emergency Preparedness
Origin: California
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, Under title 38, U.S.C. 8111A, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
has been established as the principal medical care back up for military health care “[d]uring
and immediately following a period of war, or a period of national emergency declared by
the President or the Congress that involves the use of the Armed Forces in armed
conflict].]”; and :

WHEREAS, Under the National Disaster Medical System (NDMS) and the Federal
Response Plan (FRP) VA’s specialized duties entail conducting and evaluating disaster and
terrorist attack simulation exercises; managing the nation’s stockpile of pharmaceuticals for
biological and chemical toxins; maintaining a rapid response team for radiological releases;
and training public and private NDMS medical center personnel around the country in
properly responding to biological, chemical, or radiological disasters; and

WHEREAS, The VA Strategic Plan for 2001-2006 lists as an objective, “Improve
nation’s response in the event of a national emergency or natural disaster by providing
timely and effective contingency medical support and other services.”; and

WHEREAS, If VA is to play a key supporting role as part of the FRP and the NDMS,
it must have adequate resources to execute its role; and

WHEREAS, VA’s FY 2003 budget request does not adequately provide sufficient
funding to execute its mandated support role as part of the FRP and the NDMS; and

WHEREAS, The Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Service (CARES) proposes
to ensure that VA’s capital infrastructure would meet veterans needs for health care services
in 2010 and beyond; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion is concerned that bed space may be lost as a result
of the CARES process, seriously jeopardizing VA’s ability to perform its fourth mission as
a back up to the Department of Defense and the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA); now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlotte, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion be
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appointed to serve as a member on the CARES Commission to ensure that the
implementation of CARES does not jeopardize VHA’s ability to carry out its
responsibilities as part of the Gevernment’s response to disasters and npatienal
emergencies; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion urge the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to take a more pro-active role in the development and implementation of plans te
enhance Federal homeland security initiatives; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That The American Legion strongly urge the President and
Congress to provide VA with the funding necessary to further enhance its capacity to
act as a back-up to DoD in times of war and to FEMA in responding to national
emergencies.

Resolution No. 205: The American Legion Policy On Former POWs
Origin: California
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, In its interest for the welfare of all those who have served in the nation's
Armed Forces, one of the major concerns of The American Legion has been the welfare of
those who have been prisoners of war; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion has supported various legislative measures intended
to alleviate the disabilities that afflict former POWs as a result of experience during
internment; and

WHEREAS, In the past, The American Legion supported enactment of Public Law 97-
37, the Former Prisoners of War Benefits Act of 1981, approved August 14, 1981, and the
presumptions included in Public Law 100-322; and

WHEREAS, The number of surviving former POWs of the four American Wars of the
Twentieth Century is rapidly declining; and

WHEREAS, Continued scientific observation of their condition during the years
subsequent to their internment indicates additional health problems probably associated with
the conditions of their intermment; and

WHEREAS, The United States has a fundamental obligation to do everything possible
to alleviate any and all health problems of former POWs and see to their physical, social,
and economic well-being; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion believes there is a need to further modify the
current provisions of title 38, United States Code, that provide for former POWs; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, By The American Legion in National Convention assembled in
Charlette, North Carolina, August 27, 28, 29, 2002, That The American Legion shall
support legislation to amend section 1112 of title 38, United States Code, so as to
provide presumptive service connection for the following conditions in the absence of
demonstrable intercurrent disease or injury:

1. Hepatitis or other infections diseases of the liver;

2. Organic residuals of hypothermia, e.g. trench foot, immersion foot or

hand, Raynaud's Disease;
3. Arthritis, including osteoporosis;
4. Chronic pulmonary disease (where there is a history of forced labor in mines
during internment);

5. Chronic liver disease;

6. Heart disease;

7. Stroke;
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8. Adult-onset diabetes; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The Department of Veteran Affairs rescind the requirement
that 2 POW must be held in captivity for at least 30 days to receive benefits and
medical care and at least 90 days for dental care, and grant compensation for
disabilities incurred in captivity on a presumptive basis; and be it further

RESOLVED, That The American Legion shall support any and all efforts on the
part of the United States Government to alleviate and ameliorate social, economic, and
physical disabilities experienced by former POWs where such disabilities can
reasonably be attributed to the effects of internment by the enemies of the United
States; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That former POWSs be exempt from making co-payments on VA
issued prescriptions.

Resolution No. 206: The American Legion Policy On The Correction Of Military

Records
Origin: California
Submitted by: Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation

WHEREAS, The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 provided for the recognition
of representatives of The American Legion, and other organizations, to serve as counsel
before the discharge and retirement boards of the Armed Forces, and this recognition was
extended to cover the Boards for Correction of Military Records (BCMRs) when they were
created under the Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946; and

WHEREAS, The American Legion was actively involved in the legislative process that
established the Correction Boards under section 1552 of title 10, U.S.C; and

WHEREAS, Although under provision of title 10, U.S.C. 1552, a three year statute of
limitations was created which begins as of the date of discovery of an error or injustice on
the military records of a former serviceperson, the Boards are also authorized, under statute,
to excuse filings beyond the three year period if it is in the interest of justice to do so; and

WHEREAS, For many years, the Boards routinely waived the three year statute of
limitation so as to provide veterans the opportunity fo correct any error or injustice in their
records; and

WHEREAS, In the past, the BCMRs have considered that the effective date of
commencement of the three year limit was effective the date of the final separation from
service; and

WHEREAS, The Congress is investigating the fairness and independence of the
BCMRs and the effective date for the cormmencement of the correction of records by active
service members; and

WHEREAS, Section 205 of The Soldiers” and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act of 1940
provides for the waiver of periods of limitation for persons in military service with respect
to civil proceedings; and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia ruling in the case
of Detweiler v