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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

DECEMBER 21, 2006.

Hon. KAREN L. Haas,
Clerk of the House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR Ms. HaAsS: Pursuant to clause 1(d)(1) of Rule XI and Rule
X of the Rules of the House of Representatives, here is a report of
the legislative and oversight activities of the Committee on Re-
sources during the 109th Congress.

Sincerely,
RicHARD W. PoMBO, Chairman.
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109TH CONGRESS REPORT
9d Session HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 109-735

LEGISLATIVE AND OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE
COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES, 109TH CONGRESS

DECEMBER 21, 2006.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. POMBO, from the Committee on Resources,
submitted the following

REPORT

OVERVIEW

The Committee on Resources met on February 2, 2005, for an or-
ganizational meeting of the 109th Congress under the direction of
Chairman Richard W. Pombo. The Committee Membership was 52
Members with 28 Republicans and 24 Democrats.

The Committee established five subcommittees: National Parks
(Stevan Pearce, Chairman); Fisheries and Oceans (Wayne
Gilchrest, Chairman); Energy and Mineral Resources (Jim Gibbons,
Chairman); Water and Power (George Radanovich, Chairman); and
Forests and Forest Health (Greg Walden, Chairman).

JURISDICTION

The jurisdiction of the Committee on Resources, as prescribed by
Clause 1(1) of Rule X of the Rules of the House is as follows:

(1) Fisheries and wildlife, including research, restoration, ref-
uges, and conservation.

(2) Forest reserves and national parks created from the public
domain.

(3) Forfeiture of land grants and alien ownership, including alien
ownership of mineral lands.

(4) Geological Survey.

(5) International fishing agreements.

(6) Interstate compacts relating to apportionment of waters for
irrigation purposes.

(7) Irrigation and reclamation, including water supply for rec-
lamation projects and easements of public lands for irrigation
projects; and acquisition of private lands when necessary to com-
plete irrigation projects.
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(8) Native Americans generally, including the care and allotment
of Native American lands and general and special measures relat-
ing to claims that are paid out of Native American Funds.

(9) Insular possessions of the United States generally (except
those affecting the revenue and appropriations).

(10) Military parks and battlefields, national cemeteries adminis-
tered by the Secretary of the Interior, parks within the District of
Columbia, and the erection of monuments to the memory of indi-
viduals.

(11) Mineral land laws and claims and entries thereunder.

(12) Mineral resources of the public lands.

(13) Mining interests generally.

(14) Mining schools and experimental stations.

(15) Marine affairs, including coastal zone management (except
for measures relating to oil and other pollution of navigable wa-
ters).

(16) Oceanography.

(17) Petroleum conservation on the public lands and conservation
of the radium supply in the United States.

(18) Preservation of prehistoric ruins and objects of interest on
the public domain.

(19) Public lands generally, including entry, easements, and the
grazing thereon.

(20) Relations of the United States with Native Americans and
Native American tribes.

(21) Trans-Alaska Oil Pipeline (except ratemaking).

ACTIVITIES REPORT

COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES STATISTICS

Total number of bills and resolutions referred ...........c.ccoeeveriiieiienniienieeieeneeenne 813
Total number of meeting days:

Full Committee (46)

Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources (19)

Subcommittee on Fisheries and Oceans (33)

Subcommittee Forests and Forest Health (30)

Subcommittee on National Parks (33)

Subcommittee on Water and Power (39)

Task Force on the National Environmental Policy Act (7)

TOLAL ..t e 207

Total number of bills ordered reported from Committee .. 130

Total number of reports filed .........cccceeeiiiiriiiieereeeeee e 127
Total number of bills referred to/discharged by Committee on Resources and

passed by the House of Representatives .........ccccceeeeveeeviieeiciieecciee e 217

Total number of public laws ........cccccceevuneennn. 118

163

Total number of bills enacted into law*

*Includes 5 House/Senate Resolutions, 1 Private Law, and all bills awaiting signature by
the President.

FuLL COMMITTEE
1. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES

A. Legislative and Administrative Hearings and Markups

February 2, 2005—Full Committee met to organize for the 109th
Congress.

February 10, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 512, to require the
prompt review by the Secretary of the Interior of the longstanding
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petitions for Federal recognition of certain Indian tribes, and for
other purposes.

April 13, 2005—Markup held on a Committee Print “Domestic
Energy Security Act”.

April 20, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 1595, to implement the
recommendations of the Guam War Claims Review Commission.

May 18, 2005—Markup held on H.R. 38, to designate a portion
of the White Salmon River as a component of the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System; H.R. 125, to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to construct facilities to provide water for irrigation,
municipal, domestic, military, and other uses from the Santa Mar-
garita River, California, and for other purposes; H.R. 362, to des-
ignate the Ojito Wilderness Study Area as wilderness, to take cer-
tain land into trust for the Pueblo of Zia, and for other purposes;
H.R. 394, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a bound-
ary study to evaluate the significance of the Colonel James Barrett
Farm in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the suitability
and feasibility of its inclusion in the National Park System as part
of the Minute Man National Historical Park, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 432, Private Bill; to require the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to permit continued occupancy and use of certain lands and
improvements within Rocky Mountain National Park; H.R. 481, to
further the purposes of the Sand Creek Massacre National Historic
Site Establishment Act of 2000; H.R. 517, to reauthorize the Secure
Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000, and
for other purposes; H.R. 539, to designate certain National Forest
System land in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico as components
of the National Wilderness Preservation System; H.R. 599, to pro-
vide a source of funds to carry out restoration activities on Federal
lands under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior or the
Secretary of Agriculture, and for other purposes; H.R. 774, to ad-
just the boundary of Rocky Mountain National Park in the State
of Colorado; H.R. 853, to remove certain restrictions on the Mam-
moth Community Water District’s ability to use certain property
acquired by that District from the United States; H.R. 873, to pro-
vide for a nonvoting delegate to the House of Representatives to
represent the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
and for other purposes; H.R. 975, to provide consistent enforcement
authority to the Bureau of Land Management, the National Park
Service, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, and the For-
est Service to respond to violations of regulations regarding the
management, use, and protection of public lands under the jurisdic-
tion of these agencies, and for other purposes; H.R. 1084, to author-
ize the establishment at Antietam National Battlefield of a memo-
rial to the officers and enlisted men of the Fifth, Sixth, and Ninth
New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry Regiments and the First New
Hampshire Light Artillery Battery who fought in the Battle of An-
tietam on September 17, 1862, and for other purposes; H.R. 1428,
to authorize appropriations for the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, and for other purposes; H.R. 1492, to provide for the
preservation of the historic confinement sites where Japanese
Americans were detained during World War II, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 1797, to provide for equitable compensation to the Spo-
kane Tribe of Indians of the Spokane Reservation for the use of
tribal land for the production of hydropower by the Grand Coulee



4

Dam, and for other purposes; H.R. 1905, to amend the Small Tracts
Act to facilitate the exchange of small tracts of land, and for other
purposes; H.R. 2130, to amend the Marine Mammal Protection Act
of 1972 to authorize research programs to better understand and
protect marine mammals, and for other purposes; and H.R. 2362,
to reauthorize and amend the National Geologic Mapping Act of
1992.

September 21, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 3824, to amend and
reauthorize the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to provide greater
results conserving and recovering listed species, and for other pur-
poses.

September 22, 2005—Markup held on H.R. 3824, to amend and
reauthorize the Endangered Species Act of 1973 to provide greater
results conserving and recovering listed species, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 1129, to authorize the exchange of certain land in the
State of Colorado; H.R. 2383, to redesignate the facility of the Bu-
reau of Reclamation located at 19550 Kelso Road in Byron, Cali-
fornia, as the “C.W. ‘Bill’ Jones Pumping Plant”; H.R. 2875, to
amend the Public Lands Corps Act of 1993 to provide for the con-
duct of projects that protect forests, and for other purposes; H.R.
3351, to make technical corrections to laws relating to Native
Americans, and for other purposes; and S. 1339, to reauthorize the
Junior Duck Stamp Conservation and Design Program Act of 1994.

September 28, 2005—Markup held on a Committee Print “Na-
Konal Energy Supply Diversification and Disruption Prevention

ct”.

October 19, 2005—Markup held on H. Con. Res. 267, Expressing
the sense of the Congress upholding the Makah Tribe treaty rights;
H.R. 323, to redesignate the Ellis Island Library on the third floor
of the Ellis Island Immigration Museum, located on Ellis Island in
New York Harbor, as the “Bob Hope Memorial Library”; H.R. 326,
to amend the Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area Act of 2000
to adjust the boundary of the Yuma Crossing National Heritage
Area and to extend the authority of the Secretary of the Interior
to provide assistance under that Act; H.R. 679, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey a parcel of real property to Beaver
County, Utah; H.R. 1096, to establish the Thomas Edison National
Historical Park in the State of New Jersey as the successor to the
Edison National Historic Site; H.R. 1183, to require the Secretary
of the Interior to provide public access to Navassa National Wildlife
Refuge and Desecheo National Wildlife Refuge; H.R. 1436, to re-
move certain use restrictions on property located in Navajo County,
Arizona; H.R. 1564, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
convey certain buildings and lands of the Yakima Project, Wash-
ington, to the Yakima-Tieton Irrigation District; H.R. 1972, to di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special resource
study to determine the suitability and feasibility of including in the
National Park System certain sites in Williamson County, Ten-
nessee, relating to the Battle of Franklin; H.R. 3443, to direct the
Secretary of the Interior to convey certain water distribution facili-
ties to the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District; H.R.
3818, to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to enter into part-
nership agreements with entities and local communities to encour-
age greater cooperation in the administration of Forest Service ac-
tivities on and near National Forest System lands, and for other
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purposes; and S. 229, to clear title to certain real property in New
Mexico associated with the Middle Rio Grande Project, and for
other purposes.

October 26, 2005—Markup held on Recommendations for Budget
Reconciliation.

October 27, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 3405, to prohibit the
provision of Federal economic development assistance for any State
or locality that uses the power of eminent domain power to obtain
property for private commercial development or that fails to pay re-
location costs to persons displaced by use of the power of eminent
domain for economic development purposes.

November 16, 2005—Markup held on H.R. 452, to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study to determine the suit-
ability and feasibility of designating the Soldiers’ Memorial Mili-
tary Museum located in St. Louis, Missouri, as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System; H.R. 1071, to direct the Secretary of Energy
to make incentive payments to the owners or operators of qualified
desalination facilities to partially offset the cost of electrical energy
required to operate such facilities, and for other purposes; H.R.
1090, to designate a Forest Service trail at Waldo Lake in the Wil-
lamette National Forest in the State of Oregon as a national recre-
ation trail in honor of Jim Weaver, a former Member of the House
of Representatives; H.R. 1190, to direct the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to conduct a feasibility study to design and construct a four
reservoir intertie system for the purposes of improving the water
storage opportunities, water supply reliability, and water yield of
San Vicente, E1 Capitan, Murray, and Loveland Reservoirs in San
Diego County, California in consultation and cooperation with the
City of San Diego and the Sweetwater Authority, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 1595, to implement the recommendations of the Guam
War Claims Review Commission; H.R. 1728, to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to study the suitability and feasibility of des-
ignating the French Colonial Heritage Area in the State of Mis-
souri as a unit of the National Park System, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 2720, to further the purposes of the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act of 1992 by directing the
Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation, to carry out an assessment and demonstration program
to control salt cedar and Russian olive, and for other purposes;
H.R. 3124, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to allow the
Columbia Gas Transmission Corporation to increase the diameter
of a natural gas pipeline located in the Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area; H.R. 3153, to reauthorize the Upper Colo-
rado and San Juan River Basin endangered fish recovery imple-
mentation programs; H.R. 3626, to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to study the feasibility of enlarging the Arthur V. Watkins
Dam Weber Basin Project, Utah, to provide additional water for
the Weber Basin Project to fulfill the purposes for which that
project was authorized; H.R. 3897, to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior, acting through the Bureau of Reclamation to enter into a
cooperative agreement with the Madera Irrigation District for pur-
poses of supporting the Madera Water Supply and Groundwater
Enhancement Project; H.R. 3929, to amend the Water Desalination
Act of 1996 to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to assist in
research and development, environmental and feasibility studies,
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and preliminary engineering for the Municipal Water District of
Orange County, California, Dana Point Desalination Project located
at Dana Point, California; H.R. 4192, to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to designate the President William Jefferson Clinton
Birthplace Home in Hope, Arkansas, as a National Historic Site
and unit of the National Park System, and for other purposes; H.R.
4195, to authorize early repayment of obligations to the Bureau of
Reclamation within Rogue River Valley Irrigation District or with-
in Medford Irrigation District; H.R. 4292, to amend Public Law
107-153 to further encourage the negotiated settlement of tribal
claims; and S. 362, to establish a program within the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration and the United States Coast
Guard to help identify, determine sources of, assess, reduce, and
prevent marine debris and its adverse impacts on the marine envi-
ronment and navigation safety, in coordination with non-Federal
entities, and for other purposes.

December 8, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 4322, to provide for In-
dian trust asset management reform and resolution of historical ac-
counting claims, and for other purposes.

March 15, 2006—Markup held on H.R. 4882, to ensure the prop-
er remembrance of Vietnam veterans and the Vietnam War by pro-
viding a deadline for the designation of a visitor center for the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial; and H.R. 4200, to improve the ability of
the Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior to
promptly implement recovery treatments in response to cata-
strophic events affecting Federal lands under their jurisdiction, in-
cluding the removal of dead and damaged trees and the implemen-
tation of reforestation treatments, to support the recovery of non-
Federal lands damaged by catastrophic events, to revitalize Forest
Service experimental forest, and for other purposes.

March 15, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4893, to amend section
20 of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act to restrict off-reservation
gaming.

March 16, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4857, to better inform
consumers regarding costs associated with compliance for pro-
tecting endangered and threatened species under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973.

March 29, 2006—Markup held on H.J. Res. 78, approving the lo-
cation of the commemorative work in the District of Columbia hon-
oring former President Dwight D. Eisenhower; H.R. 122, to amend
the Reclamation Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facili-
ties Act to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to participate in
the Eastern Municipal Water District Recycled Water System Pres-
surization and Expansion Project; H.R. 374, to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to take certain tribally-owned reservation land into
trust for the Puyallup Tribe; H.R. 413, to establish the Bleeding
Kansas and the Enduring Struggle for Freedom National Heritage
Area, and for other purposes; H.R. 518, to require the Secretary of
the Interior to refine the Department of the Interior program for
providing assistance for the conservation of neotropical migratory
birds; H.R. 1307, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to des-
ignate portions of the Musconetcong River in the State of New Jer-
sey as a component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System,
and for other purposes; H.R. 2563, to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct feasibility studies to address certain water
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shortages within the Snake, Boise, and Payette River systems in
Idaho, and for other purposes; H.R. 2978, to allow the Assiniboine
and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation to enter into
a lease or other temporary conveyance of water rights recognized
under the Fort Peck-Montana Compact for the purpose of meeting
the water needs of the Dry Prairie Rural Water Association, Incor-
porated, and for other purposes; H.R. 3418, to amend the Reclama-
tion Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the Central
Texas Water Recycling and Reuse Project, and for other purposes;
H.R. 3462, to provide for the conveyance of the Bureau of Land
Management parcels known as the White Acre and Gambel Oak
properties and related real property to Park City, Utah, and for
other purposes; H.R. 3682, to redesignate the Mason Neck National
Wildlife Refuge in Virginia as the Elizabeth Hartwell Mason Neck
National Wildlife Refuge; H.R. 3967, to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to reallocate costs of the Pactola Dam and Reservoir,
South Dakota, to reflect increased demands for municipal, indus-
trial, and fish and wildlife purposes; H.R. 4013, to amend the Rec-
lamation Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act of 1992 to pro-
vide for conjunctive use of surface and groundwater in Juab Coun-
ty, Utah; H.R. 4080, to extend the contract for the Glendo Unit of
the Missouri River Basin Project in the State of Wyoming; H.R.
4084, to amend the Forest Service use and occupancy permit pro-
gram to restore the authority of the Secretary of Agriculture to uti-
lize the special use permit fees collected by the Secretary in connec-
tion with the establishment and operation of marinas in units of
the National Forest System derived from the public domain, and
for other purposes; H.R. 4200, to improve the ability of the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior to promptly
implement recovery treatments in response to catastrophic events
affecting Federal lands under their jurisdiction, including the re-
moval of dead and damaged trees and the implementation of refor-
estation treatments, to support the recovery of non-Federal lands
damaged by catastrophic events, to revitalize Forest Service experi-
mental forest, and for other purposes; H.R. 4204, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to transfer ownership of the American River
Pump Station Project, and for other purposes; H.R. 4686, to reau-
thorize various fisheries management laws, and for other purposes;
S. 584, to require the Secretary of the Interior to allow the contin-
ued occupancy and use of certain land and improvements within
the Rocky Mountain National Park; S. 1165, to provide for the ex-
pansion of the James Campbell National Wildlife Refuge, Honolulu
County, Hawaii; and S. 1869, to reauthorize the Coastal Barrier
Resources Act, and for other purposes.

March 29, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 3350, to amend the Na-
tive American Business Development, Trade Promotion, and Tour-
ism Act of 2000 to establish the Tribal Development Corporation
Feasibility Study Group.

April 5, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4893, to amend section 20
of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act to restrict off-reservation
gaming.

April 25, 2006—Field hearing held in New Bedford, Massachu-
setts, on H.R. 4940, to amend the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Con-
servation and Management Act, and for other purposes; and H.R.
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5018, to reauthorize the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act, and for other purposes.

May 3, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 5018, to reauthorize the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act,
and for other purposes; and H.R. 1431, to amend the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to modify re-
quirements for the appointments and training of members of Re-
gional Fishery Management Councils, and for other purposes.

May 17, 2006—Markup held on H.R. 5018, to authorize the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, and for
other purposes.

June 14, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4761, to provide for explo-
ration, development, and production activities for mineral resources
on the outer Continental Shelf, and for other purposes.

June 20, 2006—Hearing held on S. 1003, Navajo-Hopi Land Set-
tlement Amendments of 2005.

June 21, 2006—Markup held on H.R. 512, to require the prompt
review by the Secretary of the Interior of the longstanding petitions
for Federal recognition of certain Indian tribes, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 854, to provide for certain lands to be held in trust for
the Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe; H.R. 2069, to authorize the ex-
change of certain land in Grand and Uintah Counties, Utah, and
for other purposes; H.R. 2134, to establish the Commission to
Study the Potential Creation of a National Museum of the Amer-
ican Latino Community to develop a plan of action for the estab-
lishment and maintenance of a National Museum of the American
Latino Community in Washington, DC, and for other purposes;
H.R. 2925, to amend the Reclamation States Emergency Drought
Relief Act of 1991 to extend the authority for drought assistance;
H.R. 3085, to amend the National Trails System Act to update the
feasibility and suitability study originally prepared for the Trail of
Tears National Historic Trail and provide for the inclusion of new
trail segments, land components, and campgrounds associated with
that trail, and for other purposes; H.R. 3817, to withdraw the Valle
Vidal Unit of the Carson National Forest in New Mexico from loca-
tion, entry, and patent under the mining laws, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 4165, to clarify the boundaries of Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System Clam Pass Unit FL-64P; H.R. 4275, to amend Pub-
lic Law 106-348 to extend the authorization for establishing a me-
morial in the District of Columbia or its environs to honor veterans
who became disabled while serving in the Armed Forces of the
United States; H.R. 4294, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to enter into cooperative agreements to protect natural resources of
units of the National Park System through collaborative efforts on
land inside and outside of units of the National Park System, and
for other purposes; H.R. 4301, to direct the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to convey certain parcels of land acquired for the Blunt Res-
ervoir and Pierre Canal features of the initial stage of the Oahe
Unit, James Division, South Dakota, to the Commission of Schools
and Public Lands and the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks
of the State of South Dakota for the purpose of mitigating lost
wildlife habitat, on the condition that the current preferential
leaseholders shall have an option to purchase the parcels from the
Commission, and for other purposes; H.R. 4376, to authorize the
National Park Service to enter into a cooperative agreement with



9

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts on behalf of Springfield Tech-
nical Community College, and for other purposes; H.R. 4612, to re-
designate Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historic Park in the
State of Ohio as “Wright Brothers-Dunbar National Historic Park,”
and for other purposes; H.R. 4761, to provide for exploration, devel-
opment, and production activities for mineral resources on the
outer Continental Shelf, and for other purposes; H.R. 4947, to ex-
pand the boundaries of the Cahaba River National Wildlife Refuge,
and for other purposes; H.R. 5057, to authorize the Marion Park
Project and Committee of the Palmetto Conservation Foundation to
establish a commemorative work on Federal land in the District of
Columbia, and its environs to honor Brigadier General Francis
Marion; H.R. 5061, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey
Paint Bank National Fish Hatchery and Wytheville National Fish
Hatchery to the State of Virginia; H.R. 5079, to provide for the
modification of an amendatory repayment contract between the
Secretary of the Interior and the North Unit Irrigation District,
and for other purposes; H.R. 5094, to require the conveyance of
Mattamuskeet Lodge and surrounding property, including the
Mattamuskeet National Wildlife Refuge headquarters, to the State
of North Carolina to permit the State to use the property as a pub-
lic facility dedicated to the conservation of the natural and cultural
resources of North Carolina; H.R. 5232, to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to initiate and complete an evaluation of lands and wa-
ters located in Northeastern Pennsylvania for their potential acqui-
sition and inclusion in a future Cherry Valley National Wildlife
Refuge, and for other purposes; H.R. 5312, to amend the Indian
Health Care Improvement Act to revise and extend that Act; H.R.
5340, to promote Department of the Interior efforts to provide a sci-
entific basis for the management of sediment and nutrient loss in
the Upper Mississippi River Basin, and for other purposes; H.R.
5411, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to establish a dem-
onstration program to facilitate landscape restoration programs
within certain units of the National Park System established by
law to preserve and interpret resources associated with American
history, and for other purposes; H.R. 5622, to reauthorize the Coral
Reef Conservation Act of 2000, and for other purposes; S. 260, to
authorize the Secretary of the Interior to provide technical and fi-
nancial assistance to private landowners to restore, enhance, and
manage private land to improve fish and wildlife habitats through
the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program; and S. 1496, to direct
the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a pilot program under
which up to 15 States may issue electronic Federal migratory bird
hunting stamps.

July 19, 2006—Markup held on H.R. 138, to revise the bound-
aries of John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System Jekyll
Island Unit GA-06P; H.R. 233, to designate certain National For-
est System lands in the Mendocino and Six Rivers National Forests
and certain Bureau of Land Management lands in Humboldt, Lake,
Mendocino, and Napa Counties in the State of California as wilder-
ness, to designate the Elkhorn Ridge Potential Wilderness Area, to
designate certain segments of the Black Butte River in Mendocino
County, California as a wild or scenic river, and for other purposes;
H.R. 383, to designate the Ice Age Floods National Geologic Trail,
and for other purposes; H.R. 631, to provide for acquisition of sub-
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surface mineral rights to land owned by the Pascua Yaqui Tribe
and land held in trust for the Tribe, and for other purposes; H.R.
1796, to amend the National Trails System Act to designate the
route of the Mississippi River from its headwaters in the State of
Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico for study for potential addition to
the National Trails System as a national scenic trail, national his-
toric trail, or both, and for other purposes; H.R. 2110, to provide
for a study of options for protecting the open space characteristics
of certain lands in and adjacent to the Arapaho and Roosevelt Na-
tional Forests in Colorado, and for other purposes; H.R. 2334, to
amend the Reclamation Wastewater and Groundwater Study and
Facilities Act to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to partici-
pate in the design, planning, and construction of permanent facili-
ties for the GREAT project to reclaim, reuse, and treat impaired
waters water in the area of Oxnard, California; H.R. 3350, to
amend the Native American Business Development, Trade Pro-
motion, and Tourism Act of 2000 to establish the Tribal Develop-
ment Corporation Feasibility Study Group; H.R. 3534, to designate
the Piedras Blancas Light Station and the surrounding public land
as an Outstanding Natural Area to be administered as a part of
the National Landscape Conservation System, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 3603, to promote the economic development and rec-
reational use of National Forest System lands and other public
lands in central Idaho, to designate the Boulder-White Cloud Man-
agement Area to ensure the continued management of certain Na-
tional Forest System lands and Bureau of Land Management lands
for recreational and grazing use and conservation and resource pro-
tection, to add certain National Forest System lands and Bureau
of Land Management lands in central Idaho to the National Wil-
derness Preservation System, and for other purposes; H.R. 3961, to
authorize the National Park Service to pay for services rendered by
subcontractors under a General Services Administration Indefinite
Deliver/Indefinite Quantity Contract issued for work to be com-
pleted at the Grand Canyon National Park; H.R. 4382, to provide
for the conveyance of certain land in Clark County, Nevada, for use
by the Nevada National Guard; H.R. 4588, to reauthorize grants
for and require applied water supply research regarding the water
resources research and technology institutes established under the
Water Resources Research Act of 1984; H.R. 4750, to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study to determine the feasi-
bility of implementing a water supply and conservation project to
improve water supply reliability, increase the capacity of water
storage, and improve water management efficiency in the Repub-
lican River Basin between Harlan County Lake in Nebraska and
Milford Lake in Kansas; H.R. 4789, to require the Secretary of the
Interior to convey certain public land located wholly or partially
within the boundaries of the Wells Hydroelectric Project of Public
Utility District No. 1 of Douglas County, Washington, to the utility
district; H.R. 4857, to better inform consumers regarding costs as-
sociated with compliance for protecting endangered and threatened
species under the Endangered Species Act of 1973; H.R. 4957, to
direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey the Tylersville divi-
sion of the Lamar National Fish Hatchery and Fish Technology
Center to the State of Pennsylvania; H.R. 5016, to provide for the
exchange of certain Bureau of Land Management land in Pima
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County, Arizona, and for other purposes; H.R. 5025, to protect for
future generations the recreational opportunities, forests, timber,
clean water, wilderness and scenic values, and diverse habitat of
Mount Hood National Forest, Oregon, and for other purposes; H.R.
5132, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special re-
source study to determine the suitability and feasibility of includ-
ing in the National Park System certain sites in Monroe County,
Michigan, relating to the Battles of the River Raisin during the
War of 1812; H.R. 5381, to establish a volunteer program and pro-
mote community partnerships for the benefit of national fish hatch-
eries and fisheries program offices; H.R. 5539, to reauthorize the
North American Wetlands Conservation Reauthorization Act; and
H.R. 5802, to amend the National Park Service Concessions Man-
agement Improvement Act of 1998, to extend to additional small
businesses the preferential right to renew a concessions contract
entered into under such Act, to facilitate the renewal of a commer-
cial use authorization granted under such Act, and for other pur-
poses.

July 26, 2006—Markup held on H.R. 479, to replace a Coastal
Barrier Resources System map relating to Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System Grayton Beach Unit FL-95P in Walton County,
Florida; H.R. 4893, to amend section 20 of the Indian Gaming Reg-
ulatory Act to restrict off-reservation gaming; H.R. 5861, to amend
the National Historic Preservation Act, and for other purposes; and
S. 1773, bill to resolve certain Native American claims in New
Mexico, and for other purposes.

September 13, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 5617, the 13th Re-
gional Corporation Land Entitlement Act; and H.R. 5781, the Coo-
per Valley Native Allotment Resolution Act.

II. OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE FULL COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES

A. Oversight Hearings

February 16, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Status of the In-
dian Trust Fund Lawsuit, Cobell v. Norton.

March 17, 2005—Oversight hearing on a discussion draft to
amend the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act to restrict off-reservation
gaming.

April 27, 2005—Oversight hearing on Tribal proposals to acquire
land-in-trust for gaming across state lines and how such proposals
are affected by the off-reservation discussion draft bill.

April 30, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Jackson, Mississippi,
on Lessons Learned Protecting and Restoring Wildlife in the South-
ern United States under the Endangered Species Act.

May 25, 2005—Joint oversight hearing with the Committee on
International Relations, Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific on
the United States Nuclear Legacy in the Marshall Islands: Consid-
eration of Issues Relating to the Changed Circumstances Petition.

June 6, 2005—O0versight field hearing in Sacramento, California,
on a discussion draft bill regarding Indian gaming and its need and
effects in Northern California.

July 14, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Status of Settling Rec-
ognized Tribes Land Claims in the State of New York.
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July 19, 2005—Joint oversight hearing with the Committee on
Financial Services, on Improving Land Title Grant Procedures for
Native Americans.

July 19, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Status of the Eastern
Oyster (Crassostrea virginica) and the Petition to List the Eastern
Oystgr as Endangered or Threatened under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act.

October 27, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Operations of the
Regional Fishery Management Councils and the Reauthorization of
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

November 9, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Second Discussion
Draft of Legislation Regarding Off-Reservation Indian Gaming.

February 27, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Stockton, Cali-
fornia, on Scientific Assessments of Declining Pelagic Fish Popu-
lations in the California Bay-Delta.

March 1, 2006—Joint oversight hearing with the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs, on the Settlement of Cobell v. Norton.

April 27, 2006—Oversight hearing on The Report by the Presi-
dent’s Task Force on Puerto Rico’s Status.

May 11, 2006—OQversight hearing on the Minimum Internal Con-
trol Standards (MICS) for Indian Gaming.

August 5, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Santee, California, on
Border Security on Federal Lands: What can be done to mitigate
impacts along the Southwestern Border.

August 28, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Hamilton, Montana,
on Border Security on Federal Lands: The Importance of Securing
the Northern Border.

September 18, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Greeley, Colo-
rado, on Abuses of the Endangered Species Act: the So-Called
“Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse.”

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS
I. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES

A. Legislative Hearings and Markups

April 14, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 432 (Private Bill), to re-
quire the Secretary of the Interior to permit continued occupancy
and use of certain lands and improvements within Rocky Mountain
National Park; H.R. 481, to further the purposes of the Sand Creek
Massacre National Historic Site Establishment Act of 2000; and
H.R. 1492, to provide for the preservation of the historic confine-
ment sites where Japanese Americans were detained during World
War II, and for other purposes.

May 12, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 323, to redesignate the Ellis
Island Library on the third floor of the Ellis Island Immigration
Museum, located on Ellis Island in New York Harbor, as the “Bob
Hope Memorial Library”; H.R. 774, to adjust the boundary of Rocky
Mountain National Park in the State of Colorado; and H.R. 1084,
to authorize the establishment at Antietam National Battlefield of
a memorial to the officers and enlisted men of the Fifth, Sixth, and
Ninth New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry Regiments and the First
New Hampshire Light Artillery Battery who fought in the Battle
of Antietam on September 17, 1862, and for other purposes.

June 9, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 562, to authorize the Gov-
ernment of Ukraine to establish a memorial on Federal land in the
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District of Columbia to honor the victims of the manmade famine
that occurred in Ukraine in 1932-1933; H.R. 1096, to establish the
Thomas Edison National Historical Park in the State of New Jer-
sey as the successor to the Edison National Historic Site; and H.R.
1515, to adjust the boundary of the Barataria Preserve Unit of the
Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve in the State of
Louisiana, and for other purposes.

September 29, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 326, to amend the
Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area Act of 2000 to adjust the
boundary of the Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area and to ex-
tend the authority of the Secretary of the Interior to provide assist-
ance under that Act; H.R. 1436, to remove certain use restrictions
on property located in Navajo County, Arizona; and H.R. 1972, to
direct the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special resource
study to determine the suitability and feasibility of including in the
National Park System certain sites in Williamson County, Ten-
nessee, relating to the Battle of Franklin.

November 3, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 3699, to provide for the
sale, acquisition, conveyance, and exchange of certain real property
in the District of Columbia to facilitate the utilization, develop-
ment, and redevelopment of such property, and for other purposes.

November 10, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 413, to establish the
Bleeding Kansas and the Enduring Struggle for Freedom National
Heritage Area; H.R. 452, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to conduct a study to determine the suitability and feasibility of
designating the Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum located in St.
Louis, Missouri, as a unit of the National Park System; and H.R.
1307, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to designate por-
tions of the Musconetcong River in the State of New Jersey as a
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

March 30, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 2134, to establish the
Commission to Study the Potential Creation of a National Museum
of the American Latino Community to develop a plan of action for
the establishment and maintenance of a National Museum of the
American Latino Community in Washington, DC; H.R. 3961, to au-
thorize the National Park Service to pay for services rendered by
subcontractors under a General Services Administration Indefinite
Deliver/Indefinite Quantity Contract issued for work to be com-
pleted at Grand Canyon National Park; H.R. 4294, to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to enter into cooperative agreements to
protect natural resources of units of the National Park System
through collaborative efforts on land inside and outside of units of
the National Park System, and for other purposes.

April 27, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 1796, to amend the Na-
tional Trails System Act to designate the route of the Mississippi
River from its headwaters in the State of Minnesota to the Gulf of
Mexico for study for potential addition to the National Trails Sys-
tem as a national scenic trail, national historic trail, or both, and
for other purposes; H.R. 3085, to amend the National Trails System
Act to update the feasibility and suitability study originally pre-
pared for the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail and provide for
the inclusion of new trail segments, land components, and camp-
grounds associated with that trail, and for other purposes; and
H.R. 4612, to redesignate Dayton Aviation Heritage National His-
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toric Park in the State of Ohio as “Wright Brothers-Dunbar Na-
tional Historic Park,” and for other purposes.

May 25, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4275, to amend Public Law
106-348 to extend the authorization for establishing a memorial in
the District of Columbia or its environs to honor veterans who be-
came disabled while serving in the Armed Forces of the United
States; H.R. 5057, to authorize the Marion Park Project and Com-
mittee of the Palmetto Conservation Foundation to establish a com-
memorative work on Federal land in the District of Columbia, and
its environs to honor Brigadier General Francis Marion; and S.
1627, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special
resources study to evaluate resources along the coastal region of
the State of Delaware and to determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of establishing a unit of the National Park System in Dela-
ware.

June 28, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 2692, to extend the Acadia
National Park Advisory Commission, to provide improved visitor
services at the park, and for other purposes; H.R. 3871, to author-
ize the Secretary of Interior to convey to The Missouri River Basin
Lewis and Clark Interpretive Trail and Visitor Center Foundation,
Inc. certain Federal lands associated with the Lewis and Clark Na-
tional Historic Trail in Nebraska, to be used as an historical inter-
pretive site along the trail; and H.R. 5145, to authorize the Na-
tional War Dogs Monument, Inc. to establish a national monument
in honor of military working dog teams.

July 13, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 383, to designate the Ice
Age Floods National Geologic Trail, and for other purposes; H.R.
4581, to amend the National Trails System Act relating to the stat-
ute of limitations that applies to certain claims; and H.R. 5132, to
direct the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a special resource
study to determine the suitability and feasibility of including in the
National Park System certain sites in Monroe County, Michigan,
relating to the Battles of the River Raisin during the War of 1812.

September 7, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 3532, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a study of maritime sites in the
State of Michigan; H.R. 5452, to make the National Parks and Fed-
eral Recreational Lands Pass available at a discount to certain vet-
erans; H.R. 5485, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to conduct
a study to determine the feasibility of establishing the Columbia-
Pacific National Heritage Area in the States of Washington and Or-
egon, and for other purposes; and H.R. 5978, to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a special resource study to deter-
mine the suitability and feasibility of including the battlefields and
related sites of the First and Second Battles of Newtonia, Missouri,
during the Civil War as part of Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield
or designating the battlefields and related sites as a separate unit
of the National Park System, and for other purposes.

September 28, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 1344, to amend the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to designate a segment of the Farm-
ington River and Salmon Brook in the State of Connecticut for
study as potential addition to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System, and for other purposes; H.R. 4529, to provide for the estab-
lishment of a memorial within Kalaupapa National Historical Park
located on the island of Molokai, in the State of Hawaii, to honor
and perpetuate the memory of those individuals who were forcibly



15

relocated to the Kalaupapa Peninsula from 1866 to 1969, and for
other purposes; H.R. 5195, to establish the Journey Through Hal-
lowed Ground National Heritage Area, and for other purposes; H.R.
5466, to amend the National Trails System Act to designate the
Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail; H.R.
5665, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to convey certain
land and improvements of the Gooding Division of the Minidoka
Project, Idaho; and H.R. 5817, to adjust the boundary of the
Minidoka Internment National Monument to include the Nidoto
Nai Yoni Memorial in Bainbridge Island, Washington, and for
other purposes.

II. OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL
PARKS

A. Oversight Hearings

March 17, 2005—O0versight hearing on the Fiscal Year 2006 Na-
tional Park Service Budget.

April 6, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Implementation of the
National Park Service Concessions Act of 1998.

April 12, 2005—0versight hearing on Snowmobile Use in the Na-
tional Park System.

April 21, 2005—Oversight hearing on the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act.

May 4, 2005—Oversight hearing on Personal Watercraft Use in
the National Park System.

July 9, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Carlsbad, New Mexico,
on the National Park Service Involvement in Border Security: Is it
Their Responsibility?

July 13, 2005—dJoint oversight hearing with Subcommittee on
Forests and Forest Health on Motorized Recreational Use on Fed-
eral Lands.

July 26, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Implementation of the
National Trails System Act.

November 17, 2005—Oversight hearing on the National Park
Service’s efforts to combat the growth of illegal drug farms in na-
tional parks.

December 14, 2005—OQversight hearing on the National Park
Service Organic Act and its Implementation through Daily Park
Management.

December 19, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Pea Ridge, Arkan-
sas, on Park Landscape Restoration Programs and Retention of
Funds from Timber Removal.

February 15, 2006—QOversight hearing on the National Park
Service 2006 Draft Management Policies and Proposed Changes to
Director’s Order 21.

March 2, 2006—Oversight hearing on The National Park Serv-
ice’s proposed 2007 Budget.

March 16, 2006—Oversight hearing on the National Park Service
Business Strategies, Including the Development and Implementa-
tion of National Park Service Business Plans.

April 6, 2006—Oversight hearing on Visitation Trends in the Na-
tional Park System.

May 11, 2006—Oversight hearing on Disability Access in the Na-
tional Park System.
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June 22, 2006—Oversight hearing on Reauthorization of the Na-
tional Park System Advisory Board.

July 25, 2006—Oversight hearing on The Recently Released
Final Draft of the National Park Service Management Policies.

September 13, 2006—Oversight hearing on Visitation Trends in
the National Park System—Part II.

October 4, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Clarksville, Indiana,
on the Bicentennial of the Lewis and Clark Expedition and the Po-
tential Extension of the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES AND OCEANS
1. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES

A. Legislative Hearings and Markups

April 19, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 1489, to authorize the Sec-
retary of Commerce to establish a coastal ocean observation sys-
tem.

April 26, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 1428, to authorize appro-
priations for the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and for
other purposes.

May 19, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 50, to provide for the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and for other pur-
poses.

June 23, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 518, to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior to refine the Department of the Interior pro-
gram for providing assistance for the conservation of neotropical
migratory birds; and on H.R. 2693, to amend the Great Ape Con-
servation Act to reauthorize the Secretary of the Interior to provide
project grants and emergency assistance to address critical great
ape conservation needs, and for other purposes.

June 27, 2005—Field hearing held in Groton, Connecticut, on
H.R. 307, to establish the Long Island Sound Stewardship Initia-
tive.

July 21, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 1494, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a pilot program under which up
to 15 States may issue electronic Federal migratory bird hunting
stamps; and H.R. 3179, to reauthorize and amend the Junior Duck
Stamp Conservation and Design Program Act of 1994.

September 23, 2005—Hearing held on S. 260, to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to provide technical and financial assist-
ance to private landowners to restore, enhance, and manage pri-
vate land to improve fish and wildlife habitats through the Part-
ners for Fish and Wildlife Program; and H.R. 2018, to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to provide technical and financial as-
sistance to private landowners to restore, enhance, and manage
private land to improve fish and wildlife habitats through the Part-
ners for Fish and Wildlife Program.

September 29, 2005—dJoint hearing with the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, Subcommittee on Coast Guard
and Maritime Transportation, on S. 362, to establish a program
within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and
the United States Coast Guard to help identify, determine sources
of, assess, reduce, and prevent marine debris and its adverse im-
pacts on the marine environment and navigation safety, in coordi-
nation with non-Federal entities, and for other purposes.
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November 8, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 3552, to reauthorize
the Coastal Barrier Resources Act.

December 6, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 2866, to provide for the
expansion of the James Campbell National Wildlife Refuge, Hono-
lulu County, Hawaii; and H.R. 3682, to redesignate the Mason
Neck National Wildlife Refuge in Virginia as the Elizabeth
Hartwell Mason Neck National Wildlife Refuge.

February 16, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4686, to reauthorize
various fisheries management laws, and for other purposes.

April 6, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 138, to revise the bound-
aries of John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System dJekyll
Island Unit GA-06P; H.R. 479, to replace a Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System map relating to Coastal Barrier Resources System
Grayton Beach Unit FL-95P in Walton County, Florida; H.R. 1656,
to correct maps depicting Unit T-10 of the John H. Chafee Coastal
Barrier Resources System; H.R. 3280, to exempt certain coastal
barrier areas in Florida from limitations on Federal expenditures
and financial assistance under the Coastal Barriers Resources Act,
and limitations on flood insurance coverage under the National
Flood Insurance Act of 1968; and H.R. 4165, to clarify the bound-
aries of Coastal Barrier Resources System Clam Pass Unit FL-64P.

May 4, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 3835, to establish a coordi-
nated national ocean exploration program within the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration.

May 10, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4947, to expand the bound-
aries of the Cahaba National Wildlife Refuge; H.R. 5094, to require
the conveyance of Mattamuskeet Lodge and surrounding property,
including the Mattamuskeet National Wildlife Refuge head-
quarters, to the state of North Carolina to permit the state to use
the property as a public facility dedicated to the conservation of the
natural and cultural resources in North Carolina; and H.R. 5232,
to direct the Secretary of the Interior to initiate and complete an
evaluation of lands and waters located in Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania for their potential acquisition and inclusion in a future Cher-
ry Valley National Wildlife Refuge.

June 15, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4957, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey the Tylersville division of the
Lamar National Fish Hatchery and Fish Technology Center to the
State of Pennsylvania; H.R. 5061, to direct the Secretary of the In-
terior to convey Paint Bank National Fish Hatchery and Wytheville
National Fish Hatchery to the State of Virginia; H.R. 5381, to es-
tablish a volunteer program and promote community partnerships
g)lfrfthe benefit of National Fish Hatcheries and Fisheries Program

ices.

June 29, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 5539, to reauthorize the
North American Wetlands Conservation Reauthorization Act.

September 14, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4953/S. 2430, to
amend the Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act of 1990
to provide for implementation of recommendations of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service contained in the Great Lakes Fish-
ery Resources Restoration Study; and H.R. 4345/S. 2041, to provide
for the conveyance of a United States Fish and Wildlife Service ad-
ministrative site to the city of Las Vegas, Nevada.

September 21, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4315, to amend the
acts popularly known as the Duck Stamp Act and the Wetland
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Loan Act to reauthorize appropriations to promote the conservation
of migratory waterfowl and to offset or prevent the serious loss of
important wetlands and other waterfowl habitat essential to the
preservation of such waterfowl, and for other purposes.

II. OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES AND
OCEANS

A. Oversight Hearings

March 1, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Coral Reef Conserva-
tion Act of 2000.

March 10, 2005—0versight hearing on the FY’06 Budget Request
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration.

April 14, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Relationship between
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
and the National Environmental Policy Act.

May 24, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Federal Fish Hatchery
System.

May 26, 2005—Oversight hearing on Public Access within the
National Wildlife Refuge System.

June 8, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Scientific Review of
Oceans Systems.

July 6, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Ketchikan, Alaska, on
Fisheries Management Successes in Alaska and the Reauthoriza-
tion of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act.

July 8, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Kodiak, Alaska, on Fish-
eries Management Successes in Alaska and the Reauthorization of
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

November 3, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Growing Problem of
Invasive Asian Carp in the Great Lakes and Mississippi River Sys-
tem.

December 15, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Effects of Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita on Fishing Resources, the Fishing Industry,
and Fishing Communities in the Gulf of Mexico.

March 9, 2006—Oversight hearing on the FY’07 Budget Request
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration.

March 16, 2006—Oversight hearing on the Impact of Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita on the National Wildlife Refuge System in the
Gulf of Mexico.

March 21, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Gretna, Louisiana,
on the impact of natural disasters on Louisiana’s fishery resources,
fisheries habitat, and fishing communities.

July 20, 2006—Oversight hearing on the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service’s Growing Operations Crisis Within the National Wildlife
Refuge System.

July 27, 2006—Oversight hearing on the Purpose of Examining
Atlantic Striped Bass Conservation and Management.
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES
I. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES

A. Legislative Hearings and Markups

November 17, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 4318, to terminate the
effect of all provisions of Federal law that prohibit the expenditure
of appropriated funds to conduct natural gas leasing and preleasing
activities for any area of the Outer Continental Shelf, to terminate
all withdrawals of Federal submerged lands of the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf from leasing for exploration for, and development and
production of, natural gas, and for other purposes.

September 20, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 6080, to establish the
Mineral Commodity Information Administration in the Department
of the Interior, and for other purposes.

II. OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND
MINERAL RESOURCES

A. OQuersight Hearings

February 16, 2005—Joint oversight hearing with Subcommittee
on Forests and Forest Health on the Impact of High Energy Costs
on the Competitiveness of America’s Pulp and Paper Industry.

March 10, 2005—QOversight hearing on the Interior Budget for
FY’06 in Energy and Mineral Programs.

March 16, 2005—OQOversight hearing on U.S. Energy and Mineral
Needs, Security and Policy: Impacts of Sustained Increases in Glob-
al Energy and Mineral Consumption by Emerging Economies such
as China and India.

April 28, 2005—O0versight hearing on Improving the Competi-
tiveness of America’s Mining Industry.

May 19, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Impacts of High Energy
Costs to the American Consumer.

June 16, 2005—O0versight hearing on the Impacts of Environ-
mental Regulations on Energy and Mineral Development: the
Wildlands Project.

June 23, 2005—O0versight hearing on The Vast North American
Resource Potential of Oil Shale, Oil Sands, and Heavy Oils (Part
I

June 30, 2005—O0versight hearing on The Vast North American
Resource Potential of Oil Shale, Oil Sands, and Heavy Oils (Part
ID).

July 28, 2005—Oversight hearing on Sustainable Development
Opportunities in Mining Communities.

August 13, 2005—O0versight field hearing in Port Fourchon, Lou-
isiana, on The Benefits of Offshore Oil and Natural Gas Develop-
ment.

February 8, 2006—dJoint oversight hearing with Subcommittee on
Forests and Forest Health on Effect of High Energy Costs and Po-
tential for Expanded Use of Biomass for Energy.

April 6, 2006—Oversight hearing on The Role of the Federal
Government and Federal Lands in Fueling Renewable and Alter-
native Energy in America.

April 29, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Reno, Nevada, on The
Role of State and Local Government, and the Private Sector in the
Development of Renewable and Alternative Energy in America.
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May 4, 2006—Oversight hearing on The Future of Federal Coal:
Status, Availability and Impact of Technological Advances in Using
Coal to Create Alternative Energy Resources.

May 18, 2006—Oversight hearing on The Energy and Mineral
Requirements for Renewable and Alternative Fuels Used for Trans-
portation, and Other Purposes.

July 13, 2006—Oversight hearing on Opportunities for Good Sa-
maritan Cleanup of Hard Rock Abandoned Mine Lands.

September 18, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Norfolk, Virginia,
on Renewable Ocean Energy: Tides, Currents and Waves.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER
I. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES

A. Legislative Hearings and Markups

May 24, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 1071, to direct the Sec-
retary of Energy to make incentive payments to the owners or op-
erators of qualified desalination facilities to partially offset the cost
of electrical energy required to operate such facilities, and for other
purposes.

September 27, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 1564, to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to convey certain buildings and lands of
the Yakima Project, Washington, to the Yakima-Tieton Irrigation
District; H.R. 2873, to clear title to certain real property in New
Mexico associated with the Middle Rio Grande Project, and for
other purposes; H.R. 2925, to amend the Reclamation States Emer-
gency Drought Relief Act of 1991 to extend the authority for
drought assistance; and H.R. 3443, to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey certain water distribution facilities to the North-
ern Colorado Water Conservancy District.

October 6, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 122, to amend the Rec-
lamation Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to
authorize the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the Eastern
Municipal Water District Recycled Water System Pressurization
and Expansion Project; H.R. 2341, to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the design, planning,
and construction of a project to reclaim and reuse wastewater with-
in and outside of the service area of the City of Austin Water and
Wastewater Utility, Texas; H.R. 3418, to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the Central Texas
Water Recycling and Reuse Project, and for other purposes; and
H.R. 3929, to amend the Water Desalination Act of 1996 to author-
ize the Secretary of the Interior to assist in research and develop-
ment, environmental and feasibility studies, and preliminary engi-
neering for the Municipal Water District of Orange County, Cali-
fornia, Dana Point Desalination Project located at Dana Point,
California.

November 3, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 1190, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a feasibility study to design and
construct a four reservoir intertie system for the purposes of im-
proving the water storage opportunities, water supply reliability,
and water yield of San Vicente, El Capitan, Murray, and Loveland
Reservoirs in San Diego County, California, in consultation and co-
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operation with the City of San Diego and the Sweetwater Author-
ity, and for other purposes; H.R. 2563, to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct feasibility studies to address certain
water shortages within the Snake, Boise, and Payette River sys-
tems in Idaho, and for other purposes; and H.R. 3153, to reauthor-
ize the Upper Colorado and San Juan River Basin endangered fish
recovery implementation programs.

November 9, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 3626, to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to study the feasibility of enlarging the
Arthur V. Watkins Dam Weber Basin Project, Utah, to provide ad-
ditional water for the Weber Basin Project to fulfill the purposes
for which that project was authorized; H.R. 3967, to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to reallocate costs of the Pactola Dam and
Reservoir, South Dakota, to reflect increased demands for munic-
ipal, industrial, and fish and wildlife purposes; and H.R. 4195, to
authorize early repayment of obligations to the Bureau of Reclama-
tion within Rogue River Valley Irrigation District or within Med-
ford Irrigation District.

December 7, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 862, to redesignate the
Rio Grande American Canal in El Paso, Texas, as the “Travis C.
Johnson Canal”; H.R. 2334, to amend the Reclamation Wastewater
and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in the design, planning, and
construction of permanent facilities for the GREAT project to re-
claim, reuse, and treat impaired water in the area of Oxnard, Cali-
fornia; H.R. 2978, to allow the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the
Fort Peck Indian Reservation to enter into a lease or other tem-
porary conveyance of water rights recognized under the Fort Peck-
Montana Compact for the purpose of meeting the water needs of
the Dry Prairie Rural Water Association, Incorporated, and for
other purposes; H.R. 4000, to authorize the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to revise certain repayment contracts with the Bostwick Irriga-
tion District in Nebraska, the Kansas Bostwick Irrigation District
No. 2, the Frenchman-Cambridge Irrigation District, and the Web-
ster Irrigation District No. 4, all a part of the Pick-Sloan Missouri
Basin Program, and for other purposes; and S. 101, to convey to
the town of Frannie, Wyoming, certain land withdrawn by the
Commissioner of Reclamation.

February 8, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4013, to amend the Rec-
lamation Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act of 1992 to pro-
vide for conjunctive use of surface and groundwater in Juab Coun-
ty, Utah; H.R. 4080, to extend the contract for the Glendo Unit of
the Missouri River Basin Project in the State of Wyoming; H.R.
4204, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to transfer ownership
of the American River Pump Station Project, and for other pur-
poses; and H.R. 4301, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
vey certain parcels of land acquired for the Blunt Reservoir and
Pierre Canal features of the initial stage of the Oahe Unit, James
Division, South Dakota, to the Commission of Schools and Public
Lands and the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks of the State
of South Dakota for the purpose of mitigating lost wildlife habitat,
on the condition that the current preferential leaseholders shall
have an option to purchase the parcels from the Commission, and
for other purposes.
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March 8, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 4545, to amend the Rec-
lamation Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to
authorize the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the Los An-
geles County Water Supply Augmentation Demonstration project,
and for other purposes; and S. 1338, to require the Secretary of the
Interior, acting through the Bureau of Reclamation and the United
States Geologic Survey, to conduct and study on groundwater re-
sources in the State of Alaska, and for other purposes.

April 26, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 1711, to provide assistance
to the State of New Mexico for the development of comprehensive
State water plans, and for other purposes; H.R. 4750, to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study to determine the
feasibility of implementing a water supply and conservation project
to improve water supply reliability, increase the capacity of water
storage, and improve water management efficiency in the Repub-
lican River Basin between Harlan County Lake in Nebraska and
Milford Lake in Kansas; and S. 166, to amend the Oregon Resource
Conservation Act of 1996 to reauthorize the participation of the Bu-
reau of Reclamation in the Deschutes River Conservancy, and for
other purposes.

May 10, 2006—Hearing held on S. 214/H.R. 469, to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to cooperate with the States on the border
with Mexico and other appropriate entities in conducting a
hydrogeologic characterization, mapping, and modeling program for
priority transboundary aquifers, and for other purposes; H.R. 4588,
to reauthorize grants for and require applied water supply research
regarding the water resources research and technology institutes
established under the Water Resources Research Act of 1984; and
H.R. 5079, to provide for the modification of an amendatory repay-
ment contract between the Secretary of the Interior and the North
Unit Irrigation District, and for other purposes.

July 12, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 3558, to amend the Chey-
enne River Sioux Tribe Equitable Compensation Act to provide
compensation to members of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe for
damages resulting from the Oahe Dam and Reservoir Project, and
for other purposes; H.R. 5282, to amend the Reclamation Waste-
water and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to participate in the Southern California
Desert Region Integrated Water and Economic Sustainability Plan;
H.R. 5299, to revise a provision relating to a repayment obligation
of the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation under the Fort McDowell In-
dian Community Water Rights Settlement Act of 1990, and for
other purposes; and H.R. 5715, to make amendments to the Rec-
lamation Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act of 1992.

July 27, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 630, to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey certain Federal lands to the City
of Yuma, Arizona, in exchange for certain lands owned by the City
of Yuma, Arizona, and for other purposes; H.R. 5666, to authorize
early repayment of obligations to the Bureau of Reclamation within
the A&B Irrigation District in the State of Idaho; H.R. 5796, to di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior to exclude and defer from the
pooled reimbursable costs of the Central Valley Project the reim-
bursable capital costs of the unused capacity of the Folsom South
Canal, Auburn-Folsom South Unit, Central Valley Project, and for
other purposes; and S. 895, to direct the Secretary of the Interior
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to establish a rural water supply program in the Reclamation
States to provide a clean, safe affordable, and reliable water supply
to rural residents.

September 7, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 5566, to facilitate the
transfer of Spearfish Hydroelectric Plant Number 1 to the city of
Spearfish, South Dakota, and for other purposes; H.R. 6014, to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Bureau of
Reclamation, to improve California’s Sacramento/San dJoaquin
Delta and water supply; and H.R. 6029, to amend the Reclamation
Safety of Dams Act of 1978 to authorize improvements for the secu-
rity of dams and other facilities, and for other purposes.

September 26, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 5110, to facilitate the
use for irrigation and other purposes of water produced in connec-
tion with development of energy resources; H.R. 5786, to authorize
the Secretary, in cooperation with the City of San Juan Capistrano,
California, to participate in the design, planning, and construction
of, an advanced water treatment plant facility and recycled water
system, and for other purposes; and H.R. 5987, to provide for a fea-
sibility study of alternatives to augment the water supplies of the
Central Oklahoma Master Conservancy District and cities served
by the District.

October 10, 2006—Field hearing in Scottsdale, Arizona, on H.R.
5180, to authorize appropriations for the Bureau of Reclamation to
carry out the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation
Program in the States of Arizona, California, and Nevada, and for
other purposes.

II. OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND
POWER

A. Oversight Hearings

February 10, 2005—Oversight hearing on Opportunities and
Challenges on Enhancing Federal Power Generation and Trans-
mission.

March 3, 2005—Oversight hearing on the President’s Fiscal Year
2006 Budget Request for the Bureau of Reclamation and the Water
Division of the U.S. Geological Survey.

March 15, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Power Marketing Ad-
ministrations’ Role in Bringing Our Nationwide Electricity Trans-
mission system into the 21st Century.

April 13, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Role of New Surface
and Groundwater Storage in Providing Reliable Water and Power
Supplies and Reducing Drought’s Impacts.

May 4, 2005—Oversight hearing on Stabilizing Rural Electricity
Service Through Common Sense Application of the Endangered
Species Act.

May 24, 2005—Oversight hearing on Reducing Power and other
Costs of the Desalination Process.

June 6, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Clarkston, Washington,
on Keeping the Columbia/Snake a Working River.

June 11, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Fresno, California, on
the Economic and Environmental Benefits of New Water Storage in
the San Joaquin Valley.

June 22, 2005—O0versight hearing on Environmental Regulations
and Water Supply Reliability.
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July 19, 2005—Oversight hearing on Maintaining and Upgrading
the Bureau of Reclamation’s Facilities to Improve Power Genera-
tion, Enhance Water Supply and Keep our Homeland Secure.

July 28, 2005—Oversight hearing on Implementation of the
Westside Regional Drainage Plan as a Way to Improve San Joa-
quin River Water Quality.

September 27, 2005—O0versight hearing on Draft Legislation re-
garding a water supply project near Madera, California.

October 20, 2005—Oversight hearing on Water Supply
Vulnerabilities in the Sacramento/San Joaquin River System.

March 1, 2006—Oversight hearing on How the Federal Power
Marketing Administrations are Implementing the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 and an Assessment of the Proposed Fiscal Year 2007
Budgets for these Agencies.

March 2, 2006—Oversight hearing on The President’s Fiscal
Year 2007 Budget Requests for the Bureau of Reclamation and the
Water Division of the U.S. Geological Survey.

March 24, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Fresno, California,
on Assessing the Impacts of the Central Valley Project Improve-
ment Act.

April 5, 2006—Oversight hearing on The Bureau of Reclama-
tion’s 21st Century Challenges in Managing, Protecting and Devel-
oping Water and Power Supplies.

April 6, 2006—Oversight hearing on Protecting Sacramento/San
Joaquin Bay-Delta Water Supplies and Responding to Catastrophic
Failures in California Water Deliveries.

May 3, 2006—Joint oversight hearing with Subcommittee on For-
ests and Forest Health on the Need for Proper Forest Management
on Federal Rights of Way to Ensure Reliable Electricity Service.

June 22, 2006—Oversight hearing on Securing the Bureau of
Reclamation’s Water and Power Infrastructure: A Consumer’s Per-
spective.

June 27, 2006—dJoint oversight hearing with Subcommittee on
Forests and Forest Health on Meeting Electricity Demand in the
West through Responsible Development of Energy Rights-of-Way
on Federal Lands.

July 7, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Pasco, Washington, on
Electricity Costs and Salmon: Finding the Balance.

August 9, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Wheatland, Wyoming,
on Keeping the Lights On and Maintaining Wyoming’s Jobs: Over-
coming the Challenges Facing Western Power Generation Facili-
ties.

September 21, 2006—Oversight hearing on the San dJoaquin
River Restoration Settlement Act.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FORESTS AND FOREST HEALTH
1. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES

A. Legislative Hearings and Markups

March 9, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 410, to provide for a land
exchange in the State of Arizona between the Secretary of Agri-
culture and Yavapai Ranch Limited Partnership; H.R. 599, to pro-
vide a source of funds to carry out restoration activities on Federal
lands under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior or the
Secretary of Agriculture, and for other purposes; and H.R. 975, to



25

provide consistent enforcement authority to the Bureau of Land
Management, the National Park Service, the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service, and the Forest Service to respond to viola-
tions of regulations regarding the management, use, and protection
of public lands under the jurisdiction of these agencies, and for
other purposes.

May 11, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 38, to designate a portion
of the White Salmon River as a component of the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System; H.R. 517, to reauthorize the Secure
Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000, and
for other purposes; H.R. 539, to designate certain National Forest
System land in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico as components
of the National Wilderness Preservation System; and H.R. 1905, to
amend the Small Tracts Act to facilitate the exchange of small
tracts of land, and for other purposes.

July 14, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 233, to designate certain
National Forest System lands in the Mendocino and Six Rivers Na-
tional Forests and certain Bureau of Land Management lands in
Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, and Napa Counties in the State of
California as wilderness, to designate the Elkhorn Ridge Potential
Wilderness Area, to designate certain segments of the Black Butte
River in Mendocino County, California, as a wild or scenic river,
and for other purposes; H.R. 1129, to authorize the exchange of cer-
tain land in the State of Colorado; H.R. 2720, to further the pur-
poses of the Reclamation Projects Authorization and Adjustment
Act of 1992 by directing the Secretary of the Interior, acting
through the Commissioner of Reclamation, to carry out an assess-
ment and demonstration program to control salt cedar and Russian
olive, and for other purposes; and H.R. 2875, to amend the Public
Lands Corps Act of 1993 to provide for the conduct of projects that
protect forests, and for other purposes.

September 27, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 679, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey a parcel of real property to Beaver
County, Utah; H.R. 2069, to authorize the exchange of certain land
in Grand and Uintah Counties, Utah, and for other purposes; H.R.
3462, to provide for the conveyance of the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment parcels known as the White Acre and Gambel Oak properties
and related real property to Park City, Utah, and for other pur-
poses; and H.R. 3818, to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to
enter into partnership agreements with entities and local commu-
nities to encourage greater cooperation in the administration of
Forest Service activities on and near National Forest System lands,
and for other purposes.

October 27, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 1090, to designate a For-
est Service trail at Waldo Lake in the Willamette National Forest
in the State of Oregon as a national recreation trail in honor of Jim
Weaver, a former Member of the House of Representatives; H.R.
3603, to promote the economic development and recreational use of
National Forest System lands and other public lands in central
Idaho, to designate the Boulder-White Cloud Management Area to
ensure the continued management of certain National Forest Sys-
tem lands and Bureau of Land Management lands for recreational
and grazing use and conservation and resource protection, to add
certain National Forest System lands and Bureau of Land Manage-
ment lands in central Idaho to the National Wilderness Preserva-
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tion System, and for other purposes; H.R. 3817, to withdraw the
Valle Vidal Unit of the Carson National Forest in New Mexico from
location, entry, and patent under the mining laws, and for other
purposes; and H.R. 4084, to amend the Forest Service use and oc-
cupancy permit program to restore the authority of the Secretary
of Agriculture to utilize the special use permit fees collected by the
Secretary in connection with the establishment and operation of
marinas in units of the National Forest System derived from the
public domain, and for other purposes.

November 10, 2005—Hearing held on H.R. 4200, to improve the
ability of the Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the In-
terior to promptly implement recovery treatments in response to
catastrophic events affecting Federal lands under their jurisdiction,
including the removal of dead and damaged trees and the imple-
mentation of reforestation treatments, to support the recovery of
non-Federal lands damaged by catastrophic events, to revitalize
Forest Service experimental forests, and for other purposes.

March 9, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 1370, to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior to develop a multipurpose cadastre of Federal
real property to assist with Federal land management, resource
conservation, and development of Federal real property, including
identification of any such property that is no longer required to be
owned by the Federal Government, and for other purposes; H.R.
1644, to protect the critical aquifers and watersheds that serve as
a principal water source for the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, to
protect the tropical forests of the Karst Region of the Common-
wealth, and for other purposes; H.R. 2110, to provide for a study
of options for protecting the open space characteristics of certain
lands in and adjacent to the Arapaho and Roosevelt National For-
ests in Colorado, and for other purposes; H.R. 4382, to provide for
the conveyance of certain land in Clark County, Nevada, for use by
the Nevada National Guard; H.R. 4789, to require the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain public land located wholly or par-
tially within the boundaries of the Wells Hydroelectric Project of
Public Utility District No. 1 of Douglas County, Washington, to the
utility district; and S. 56, to establish the Rio Grande Natural Area
in the State of Colorado, and for other purposes.

April 5, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 3534, to designate the
Piedras Blancas Light Station and the surrounding public land as
an Outstanding Natural Area to be administered as a part of the
National Landscape Conservation System, and for other purposes;
H.R. 5016, to provide for the exchange of certain Bureau of Land
Management land in Pima County, Arizona, and for other pur-
poses; and H.R. 5025, to protect for future generations the rec-
reational opportunities, forests, timber, clean water, wilderness and
scenic values, and diverse habitat of Mount Hood National Forest,
Oregon, and for other purposes.

July 27, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 2039, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to undertake a program to reduce the risks
from and mitigate the effects of avalanches on recreational users
of the public; H.R. 2718, to authorize the exchange of certain Fed-
eral land within the State of Idaho, and for other purposes; H.R.
4235, to designate certain National Forest System lands in the
Pike and San Isabel National Forests and certain lands in the
Royal Gorge Resource Area of the Bureau of Land Management in
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the State of Colorado as wilderness, and for other purposes; H.R.
4784, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey certain Bu-
reau of Land Management land to the City of Eugene, Oregon;
H.R. 5149, to maintain the rural heritage of the Eastern Sierra and
enhance the region’s tourism economy by designating certain public
lands as wilderness and certain rivers as wild and scenic rivers in
the State of California and for other purposes; H.R. 5760, to fulfill
President Clinton’s commitments made as part of the designation
of Giant Sequoia National Monument by presidential proclamation
to provide a transition from the timber sale program in effect be-
fore the designation to the more restrictive management antici-
pated for the national monument, to promote the Kings River Re-
search Project in the Sierra National Forest, and for other pur-
poses; and S. 225, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to under-
take a program to reduce the risks from and mitigate the effects
of avalanches on recreational users of the public.

September 14, 2006—Hearing held on H.R. 5690, to adjust the
boundaries of the Ouachita National Forest in the States of Okla-
homa and Arkansas; H.R. 5756, to provide additional authority to
the Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior to im-
plement hazardous fuel reduction projects in the State of Colorado
in response to dangerous fuel levels and insect infestations in for-
ested Federal land in Colorado, to extend the maximum duration
of stewardship contracts carried out in Colorado, to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the credit for electricity pro-
duced from biomass, and for other purposes; H.R. 5769, to establish
wilderness areas, promote conservation, improve public land, and
provide for high quality economic development in Washington
County, Utah, and for other purposes; and S. 447, to authorize the
conveyance of certain Federal land in the State of New Mexico.

II. OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON FORESTS AND
FOREST HEALTH

A. Oversight Hearings

February 16, 2005—dJoint oversight hearing with Subcommittee
on Energy and Mineral Resources on the Impact of High Energy
Costs on the Competitiveness of America’s Pulp and Paper Indus-
try.

February 17, 2005—O0versight hearing on GAO Five Year Update
on Wildland Fire and Forest Service/Bureau of Land Management
Accomplishments in Implementing the Healthy Forests Restoration
Act.

March 9, 2005—Oversight hearing on FY’06 President’s Budget
for the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management.

April 13, 2005—Oversight hearing on Management Challenges
for Grazing and Range Conservation in the Forest Service and Bu-
reau of Land Management.

April 27, 2005—Oversight hearing on Reforestation Problems on
National Forests: A GAO Report on the Increasing Backlog.

May 24, 2005—Oversight hearing on Current Obstacles in Bio-
mass Utilization: A GAO Report on Problems Agencies Face in the
Utilization of Woody Biomass, and the Extent to Which They are
Addressing These Problems.
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June 15, 2005—Oversight hearing on the Impacts of Federal
Land Ownership on Communities and Local Governments.

July 13, 2005—dJoint oversight hearing with Subcommittee on
National Parks on Motorized Recreational Use on Federal Lands.

August 29, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Colville, Wash-
ington, on Issues Affecting Forest Health and Management in East-
ern Washington—National Forests, Tribal Lands, and Local Com-
munities.

August 31, 2005—0versight field hearing in Hill City, South Da-
kota, on Forest Health Conditions and Forest Management Prac-
tices in the Black Hills National Forest.

October 7, 2005—O0versight hearing on Restoration after Recent
Hurricanes and other Natural Disasters: Federal Role in Recovery
after Catastrophic Events Affecting Forest Lands.

February 8, 2006—dJoint oversight hearing with Subcommittee on
Energy and Mineral Resources on Effects of High Energy Costs and
Potential for Expanded Use of Biomass for Energy.

February 24, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Medford, Oregon,
on Scientific Research and the Knowledge-base Concerning Forest
Management Following Wildfires and Other Major Disturbances.

April 27, 2006—Oversight hearing on the GAO Report on Pro-
moting Woody Biomass for Energy and Other Uses.

May 3, 2006—Joint oversight hearing with Subcommittee on
Water and Power on the Need for Proper Forest Management on
Federal Rights of Way to Ensure Reliable Electricity Service.

June 21, 2006—Oversight hearing on Addressing Forest Insects
and Disease: A Growing National Problem, “GAO Report on
Invasive Forest Pests”.

June 27, 2006—dJoint oversight hearing with Subcommittee on
Water and Power on Meeting Electricity Demand in the West
through Responsible Development of Energy Rights-of-Way on Fed-
eral Lands.

June 29, 2006—Oversight hearing on Healthy Forests: Targets
and Accomplishments.

July 13, 2006—Oversight hearing on Working Ranches, Healthy
Range and Maintaining Open Space.

October 4, 2006—Oversight field hearing in Okanogan, Wash-
ington, on Wildfires and Their Aftermath: Protecting Communities,
Watersheds, and Wildlife.

III. OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE TASK FORCE ON IMPROVING THE
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (APRIL 6, 2005—-NOVEMBER
30, 2005)

A. Oversight Hearings

April 23, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Spokane, Washington,
on the Role of NEPA in the States of Washington, Oregon, Idaho,
Montana and Alaska.

June 18, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Lakeside, Arizona, on
the Role of NEPA in the Southwestern States.

July 23, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Nacogdoches, Texas, on
the Role of NEPA in the Southern States.

August 1, 2005—Oversight field hearing in Rio Rancho, New
Mexico, on the Role of NEPA in the Intermountain States.
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September 17, 2005—O0versight field hearing in Norfolk, Virginia,
on the Role of NEPA in the Mid-Atlantic States.

IV. OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE TASK FORCE ON UPDATING THE NA-
TIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (OCTOBER 7, 2005—-NOVEMBER
30, 2005)

A. Oversight Hearings

November 10, 2005—O0versight hearing on NEPA Litigation: The
Causes, Effects and Solutions.

November 17, 2005—Oversight hearing on NEPA: Lessons
Learned and Next Steps.






APPENDIX I

PRINTED HEARINGS

109-1—Hearing on H.R. 512, to require the prompt review by the
Secretary of the Interior of the longstanding petitions for Federal
recognition of certain Indian tribes, and for other purposes. Feb-
ruary 10, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Full Committee).

109-2—Oversight hearing on the Status of the Indian Trust
Fund Lawsuit, Cobell v. Norton. February 16, 2005, Washington,
D.C. (Full Committee).

109-3—Oversight hearing on GAO Five-Year Update on
Wildland Fire and Forest Service/Bureau of Land Management Ac-
complishments in Implementing the Healthy Forests Restoration
Act. February 17, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee on For-
ests and Forest Health).

109—4—Oversight hearing on U.S. Energy and Mineral Needs,
Security and Policy: Impacts of Sustained Increases in Global En-
ergy and Mineral Consumption by Emerging Economies such as
China and India. March 16, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee
on Energy and Mineral Resources).

109-5—0O0versight hearing on a discussion draft bill to amend the
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act to restrict off-reservation gaming,
and for other purposes. March 17, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Full
Committee).

109-6—0Oversight hearing on the Relationship between the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act and the
National Environmental Policy Act. April 17, 2005, Washington,
D.C. (Subcommittee on Fisheries and Oceans).

109-7—Oversight hearing on the National Historic Preservation
Act. April 14, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee on National
Parks).

109-8—Oversight field hearing on the Role of NEPA in the
States of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana and Alaska. April
23, 2005, Spokane, Washington. (Task Force on Improving NEPA).

109-9—Oversight hearing on Tribal proposals to acquire land-in-
trust for gaming across state lines and how such proposals are af-
fected by the off-reservation discussion draft bill. April 27, 2005,
Washington, D.C. (Full Committee).

109-10—Oversight hearing on Reforestation Problems on Na-
tional Forests: A GAO Report on the Increasing Backlog. April 27,
2005, Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee on Forests and Forest
Health).

109-11—0Oversight field hearing on Lessons Learned Protecting
and Restoring Wildlife in the Southern United States under the
Endangered Species Act. April 30, 2005, Jackson, Mississippi. (Full
Committee).

(31)
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109-12—Oversight hearing on Stabilizing Rural Electricity Serv-
ice Through Common Sense Application of the Endangered Species
Act. May 4, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee on Water and
Power).

109-13—Oversight hearing on the Impacts of High Energy Costs
to the American Consumer. May, 10, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Sub-
committee on Energy and Mineral Resources).

109-14—Hearing on H.R. 1071, to direct the Secretary of Energy
to make incentive payments to the owners or operators of qualified
desalination facilities to partially offset the cost of electrical energy
required to operate such facilities, and for other purposes; and
Oversight hearing on Reducing Power and other Costs of the De-
salination Process. May 24, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee
on Water and Power).

109-15—Joint oversight hearing on the United States Nuclear
Legacy in the Marshall Islands: Consideration of Issues Relating to
the Changed Circumstances Petition. May 25, 2005, Washington,
D.C. (Full Committee and the Committee on International Rela-
tions, Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific).

109-16—0O0versight hearing on Public Access within the National
Wildlife Refuge System. May 26, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Sub-
committee on Fisheries and Oceans).

109-17—Oversight field hearing on Keeping the Columbia/Snake
a Working River. June 6, 2005, Clarkston, Washington. (Sub-
committee on Water and Power).

109-18—Oversight field hearing on a Discussion Draft Bill Re-
garding Indian Gaming and its need and effects in Northern Cali-
fornia. June 6, 2005, Sacramento, California (Full Committee).

109-19—Oversight field hearing on the Economic and Environ-
mental Benefits of New Water Storage in the San Joaquin Valley.
June 11, 2005, Fresno, California (Subcommittee on Water and
Power).

109-20—Oversight hearing on Impacts of Environmental Regula-
tions on Energy and Mineral Development: the Wildlands Project.
June 16, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee on Energy and
Mineral Resources).

109-21—0Oversight field hearing on the Role of NEPA in the
Southwestern States. June 18, 2005, Lakeside, Arizona (Task Force
on Improving NEPA).

109-22—COversight hearings on the Vast North American Re-
source Potential of Oil Shale, Oil Sands, and Heavy Oils: Parts 1
and 2. June 23 and June 30, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Sub-
committee on Energy and Mineral Resources).

109-23—Oversight field hearings on Fisheries Management Suc-
cesses in Alaska and the Reauthorization of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act. July 6 and July 8,
2005, Ketchikan and Kodiak, Alaska (Subcommittee on Fisheries
and Oceans).

109-24—Oversight hearing on the Status of the Eastern Oyster
and the Petitions to List the Eastern Oyster as Endangered or
Threatened under the Endangered Species Act. July 19, 2005,
Washington, D.C. (Full Committee).
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109-25—Joint oversight hearing on Improving Land Title Grant
Procedures for Native Americans. July 19, 2005, Washington, D.C.
(Full Committee and the Committee on Financial Services).

109-26—CO0versight field hearing on the Role of NEPA in the
Southern States. July 23, 2005, Nacogdoches, Texas (Task Force on
Improving NEPA).

109-27—O0versight hearing on Sustainable Development Oppor-
tunities in Mining Communities. July 28, 2005, Washington, D.C.
(Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources).

109-28—CO0versight field hearing on the Role of NEPA in the
Intermountain States. August 1, 2005, Rio Rancho, New Mexico
(Task Force on Improving NEPA).

109-29—Oversight field hearing on the Benefits of Offshore Oil
and Natural Gas Development. August 13, 2005, Port Fourchon,
Louisiana (Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources).

109-30—COversight field hearing on the Role of NEPA in the Mid-
Atlantic States. September 17, 2005, Norfolk, Virginia (Task Force
on Improving NEPA).

109-31—Hearing on H.R. 3824, to amend and reauthorize the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 to provide greater results con-
serving and recovering listed species, and for other purposes.
“Threatened and Endangered Species Recovery Act of 2005”. Sep-
tember 21, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Full Committee).

109-32—COversight hearing on Water Supply Vulnerabilities in
the Sacramento/San dJoaquin River System. October 20, 2005,
Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee on Water and Power).

109-33—Hearing on H.R. 3405, Strengthening the Ownership of
Private Property Act of 2005 (STOPP). October 27, 2005, Wash-
ington, D.C. (Full Committee).

109-34—COversight hearing on the Second Discussion Draft of
Legislation Regarding Off-Reservation Indian Gaming. November
9, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Full Committee).

109-35—O0versight hearing on NEPA Litigation: The Causes, Ef-
fects and Solutions. November 10, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Task
Force on Updating NEPA).

109-36—Hearing on H.R. 4318, Outer Continental Shelf Natural
Gas Relief Act. November 17, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Sub-
committee on Energy and Mineral Resources).

109-37—O0versight hearing on NEPA: Lessons Learned and Next
Steps. November 17, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Task Force on Up-
dating NEPA).

109-38—Hearing on H.R. 4322, Indian Trust Reform Act of 2005.
December 8, 2005, Washington, D.C. (Full Committee).

109-39—Oversight field hearing on Scientific Research and the
Knowledge-base concerning Forest Management Following
Wildfires and Other Major Disturbances. February 24, 2006, Med-
ford, Oregon (Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health).

109-40—COversight field hearing on Scientific Assessments of De-
clining Pelagic Fish Populations in the California Bay-Delta. Feb-
ruary 27, 2006, Stockton, California (Full Committee).

109-41—Oversight hearing on How the Federal Power Marketing
Administrations are Implementing the Energy Policy Act of 2005
and an Assessment of the Proposed Fiscal Year 2007 Budgets for
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These Agencies. March 1, 2006, Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee
on Water and Power).

109-42—Joint oversight hearing on the Settlement of Cobell v.
Norton. March 1, 2006, Washington, D.C. (Full Committee and
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs).

109-43—Hearing on H.R. 4893, to amend section 20 of the In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act to restrict off-reservation gaming.
March 15, 2006, Washington, D.C. (Full Committee).

109-44—Hearing on H.R. 4857, to better inform consumers re-
garding costs associated with compliance for protecting endangered
and threatened species under the Endangered Species Act of 1973.
March 16, 2006, Washington, D.C. (Full Committee).

109—45—O0versight hearing on the Impact of Hurricanes Katrina
and Rita on the National Wildlife Refuge System. March 16, 2006,
Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee on Fisheries and Oceans).

109—46—Hearing on H.R. 4893, to amend section 20 of the In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act to restrict off-reservation gaming.
April 5, 2006, Washington, D.C. (Full Committee).

109—47—Oversight hearing on Protecting Sacramento/San Joa-
quin Bay-Delta Water Supplies and Responding to Catastrophic
Failures in California Water Deliveries. April 6, 2006, Washington,
D.C. (Subcommittee on Water and Power).

109—48—Hearings on H.R. 5018, to amend the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, and for other
purposes; H.R. 4940, to amend the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Con-
servation and Management Act, and for other purposes; and H.R.
1431, to amend the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation Man-
agement Act to modify requirements for the appointment and
training of members of Regional Fishery Management Councils,
and for other purposes. April 25 and May 3, 2006. New Bedford,
Massachusetts, and Washington, D.C. (Full Committee).

109—49—Oversight hearing on The Report by the President’s
Task Force on Puerto Rico’s Status. April 27, 2006, Washington,
D.C. (Full Committee).

109-50—dJoint oversight hearing on The Need for Proper Forest
Management on Federal Rights of Way to Ensure Reliable Elec-
tricity Service. May 3, 2006. Washington, D.C. (Subcommittees on
Water and Power and Forests and Forest Health).

109-51—O0versight hearing on The Future of Federal Coal: Sta-
tus, Availability and Impact of Technology Advances in Using Coal
to create Alternative Energy Resources. May 4, 2006. Washington,
D.C. (Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources).

109-52—Oversight hearing on the Minimum Internal Control
Standards (MICS) for Indian Gaming. May 11, 2006. Washington,
D.C. (Full Committee).

109-53—O0versight hearing on Disability Access in the National
Park System. May 11, 2006. Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee on
National Parks).

109-54—Oversight hearing on the Energy and Mineral Require-
ments for Renewable and Alternative Fuels Used for Transpor-
tation and Other Purposes. May 18, 2006. Washington, D.C. (Sub-
committee on Energy and Mineral Resources).

109-55—Hearing on H.R. 4761, the Domestic Energy Production
through Offshore Exploration and Equitable Treatment of State
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Holdin)gs Act of 2006. June 14, 2006. Washington, D.C. (Full Com-
mittee).

109-56—O0versight hearing on Securing the Bureau of Reclama-
tion’s Water and Power Infrastructure: A Consumer’s Perspective.
June 22, 2006. Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee on Water and
Power).

109-57—O0versight hearing on Meeting Electricity Demand in the
West though Responsible Development of Energy Rights-of-Way on
Federal Lands. June 27, 2006. Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee on
Water and Power).

109-58—O0versight field hearing on Electricity Costs and Salmon:
Finding the Balance. July 7, 2006. Pasco, Washington. (Sub-
committee on Water and Power).

109-59—O0versight hearing on Opportunities for Good Samaritan
Cleanup of Hard Rock Abandoned Mine Lands. July 13, 2006.
Washington, D.C. (Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Re-
sources).

109-60—Oversight field hearing on Border Security on Federal
Lands: What can be done to mitigate impacts along the South-
western Border. August 5, 2006. Santee, California. (Full Com-
mittee).

Oversight field hearing on Border Security on Federal Lands: the
importance of securing the Northern Border. August 28, 2006.
Hamilton, Montana. (Full Committee).

109-61—Oversight field hearing on Keeping the Lights on and
Maintaining Wyoming’s Jobs: Overcoming the Challenges Facing
Western Power Generation Facilities. August 9, 2006. Washington,
D.C. (Subcommittee on Water and Power).

109-62—Hearing on H.R. 6080, to establish the Mineral Com-
modity Information Agency (MICA) within the Department of the
Interior, and for other purposes. September 20, 2006. Washington,
D.C. (Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources).

109-63—O0versight hearing on the San Joaquin River Restoration
Settlement Act. September 21, 2006. Washington, D.C. (Sub-
committee on Water and Power).






APPENDIX II

LEGISLATION PASSED HOUSE
BILLS PASSED HOUSE BY DATE

(Asterisk (*) denotes bills for which the Committee on Resources
was not the lead Committee)

3/14/06—H.R. 62, to create the Office of Chief Financial Officer
of the Government of the Virgin Islands, and for other purposes.
Passed House by voice vote.

3/14/05—H.R. 126, to amend Public Law 89-366 to allow for an
adjustment in the number of free roaming horses permitted in
Cape Lookout National Seashore. Passed House by voice vote.
(Public Law 109-117)

3/14/05—H.R. 186, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior, act-
ing through the Bureau of Reclamation and in coordination with
other Federal, State, and local government agencies, to participate
in the funding and implementation of a balanced, long-term
groundwater remediation program in California, and for other pur-
posizs. Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-
338

3/14/05—H.R. 412, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
conduct a study to determine the suitability and feasibility of es-
tablishing the Western Reserve Heritage Area. Passed House by
voice vote. (Public Law 109-338)

3/14/05—H.R. 486, to provide for a land exchange involving pri-
vate land and Bureau of Land Management land in the vicinity of
Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico, for the purpose of removing
private land from the required safety zone surrounding munitions
storage bunkers at Holloman Air Force Base. Passed House by
voice vote. (Public Law 109-xxx)

3/14/05—H.R. 584, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
recruit volunteers to assist with, or facilitate, the activities of var-
ious agencies and offices of the Department of the Interior. Passed
House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-125)

3/14/05—H.R. 680, to direct the Secretary of Interior to convey
certain land held in trust for the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah to
the City of Richfield, Utah, and for other purposes. Passed House
by voice vote. (Public Law 109-126)

3/14/05—H.R. 694, to enhance the preservation and interpreta-
tion of the Gullah/Geechee cultural heritage, and for other pur-
poses. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

3/14/05—H.R. 816, to direct the Secretary of Agriculture to sell
certain parcels of National Forest System land in Carson City and
Douglas County, Nevada. Passed House by voice vote.

4/12/06—H.R. 18, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior, act-
ing through the Bureau of Reclamation and in coordination with
other Federal, State, and local government agencies, to participate
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in the funding and implementation of a balanced, long-term
groundwater remediation program in California, and for other pur-
poses. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

4/12/06—H.R. 135, to establish the “Twenty-First Century Water
Commission” to study and develop recommendations for a com-
prehensive water strategy to address future water needs. Passed
House by vote of 402-22.

4/12/056—H.R. 482, to provide for a land exchange involving Fed-
eral lands in the Lincoln National Forest in the State of New Mex-
ico, and for other purposes. Passed House by voice vote. (Public
Law 109-xxx)

4/12/05—H.R. 541, to direct the Secretary of Agriculture to con-
vey certain land to Lander County, Nevada, and the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain land to Eureka County, Nevada, for
continued use as cemeteries. Passed House by vote of 423-0. (Pub-
lic Law 109-46)

4/12/06—H.R. 794, to correct the south boundary of the Colorado
River Indian Reservation in Arizona, and for other purposes.
Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-47)

4/21/05—H.R. 6, to ensure jobs for our future with secure, afford-
able, and reliable energy. Passed House as amended by vote of
249-183. (Public Law 109-58)

5/16/05—H.R. 485, to provide that the royalty rate on the output
from Federal lands of potassium and potassium compounds from
the mineral sylvite in the 5-year period beginning on the date of
the enactment of this Act shall be reduced to 1.0 percent, and for
other purposes. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

5/16/056—H.R. 540, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
convey the Newlands Project Headquarters and Maintenance Yard
Facility to the Truckee-Carson Irrigation District. Passed House as
amended by voice vote.

5/16/05—H.R. 938, to establish the Upper Housatonic Valley Na-
tional Heritage Area in the State of Connecticut and the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, and for other purposes. Passed House as
amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-338)

5/16/05—H.R. 1046, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
contract with the city of Cheyenne, Wyoming, for the storage of the
city’s water in the Kendrick Project, Wyoming. Passed House by
voice vote. (Public Law 109-48)

5/16/05—H.R. 2107, to amend Public Law 104-329 to modify au-
thorities for the use of the National Law Enforcement Officers Me-
morial Maintenance Fund, and for other purposes. Passed House
by vote of 392—0. (Public Law 109-314)

5/23/05—H.R. 606, to authorize appropriations to the Secretary
of the Interior for the restoration of the Angel Island Immigration
Station in the State of California. Passed House by voice vote.
(Public Law 109-119)

5/23/05—H.R. 849, to provide for the conveyance of certain public
land in Clark County, Nevada, for use as a heliport. Passed House
by voice vote.

5/23/05—H.R. 1101, to revoke a Public Land Order with respect
to certain lands erroneously included in the Cibola National Wild-
life Refuge, California. Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law
109-127)
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5/25/056—H.R. 2566%*, to provide an extension of highway, high-
way safety, motor carrier safety, transit, and other programs fund-
ed out of the Highway Trust Fund pending enactment of a law re-
authorizing the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century.
Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-14)
6/9/06—H. Res. 309, Expressing the importance of immediately
reopening the famous Beartooth All-American Highway from Red
Lodge, Montana, to Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming. Passed
House by unanimous consent.
6/27/05—H.R. 38, to designate a portion of the White Salmon
River as a component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys-
tem. Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-44)
6/27/05—H.R. 481, to further the purposes of the Sand Creek
Massacre National Historic Site Establishment Act of 2000. Passed
House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-45)
6/27/05—H.R. 1084, to authorize the establishment at Antietam
National Battlefield of a memorial to the officers and enlisted men
of the Fifth, Sixth, and Ninth New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry
Regiments and the First New Hampshire Light Artillery Battery
who fought in the Battle of Antietam on September 17, 1862, and
for other purposes. Passed House as amended by voice vote.
6/27/05—H.R. 1428, to authorize appropriations for the National
Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and for other purposes. Passed
House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-363)
6/27/05—H.R. 1512, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct a special resources study regarding the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating certain historic buildings and areas in Taun-
ton, Massachusetts, as a unit of the National Park System, and for
other purposes. Passed House as amended by voice vote.
6/27/06—H.R. 2362, to reauthorize and amend the National Geo-
logic Mapping Act of 1992. Passed House as amended by voice vote.
6/29/05—H.R. 432, Private Bill; to require the Secretary of the
Interior to permit continued occupancy and use of certain lands
and improvements within Rocky Mountain National Park. Passed
House by unanimous consent.
6/30/05—H.R. 3104*, to provide an extension of highway, high-
way safety, motor carrier safety, transit, and other programs fund-
ed out of the Highway Trust Fund pending enactment of a law re-
authorizing the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century.
Passed House by unanimous consent. (Public Law 109-20)
7/19/2005—H.R. 3332%, to provide an extension of highway, high-
way safety, motor carrier safety, transit, and other programs fund-
ed out of the Highway Trust Fund pending enactment of a law re-
authorizing the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century.
Passed House by unanimous consent. (Public Law 109-35)
7/21/2005—H.R. 3377*, to provide an extension of highway, high-
way safety, motor carrier safety, transit, and other programs fund-
ed out of the Highway Trust Fund pending enactment of a law re-
authorizing the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century.
Passed House by unanimous consent. (Public Law 109-37)
7/25/2006—H.R. 1797, to provide for equitable compensation to
the Spokane Tribe of Indians of the Spokane Reservation for the
use of tribal land for the production of hydropower by the Grand
Coulee Dam, and for other purposes. Passed House by voice vote.
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7/27/2005—H.R. 3453*, to provide an extension of highway, high-
way safety, motor carrier safety, transit, and other programs fund-
ed out of the Highway Trust Fund pending enactment of a law re-
authorizing the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century.
Passed House by unanimous consent. (Public Law 109-40)

7/29/2005—H.R. 3512%, to provide an extension of administrative
expenses for highway, highway safety, motor carrier safety, transit,
and other programs funded out of the Highway Trust Fund pend-
ing enactment of a law reauthorizing the Transportation Equity
Act for the 21st Century. Passed House by unanimous consent.
(Public Law 109-42)

9/13/2005—H.R. 3649*, to ensure funding for sportfishing and
boating safety programs funded out of the Highway Trust Fund
through the end of fiscal year 2005, and for other purposes. Passed
House by vote of 401-1. (Public Law 109-74)

9/13/2005—S. 252, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
vey certain land in Washoe County, Nevada, to the Board of Re-
gents of the University and Community College System of Nevada.
Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-69)

9/13/2005—S. 264, to amend the Reclamation Wastewater and
Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize certain projects
in the )State of Hawaii. Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law
109-70

9/13/2005—S. 276, to revise the boundary of the Wind Cave Na-
tional Park in the State of South Dakota. Passed House by vote of
295-106. (Public Law 109-71)

9/13/2005—H.R. 539, to designate certain National Forest Sys-
tem land in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico as components of
the National Wilderness Preservation System. Passed House by
voice vote. (Public Law 109-118)

9/20/2005—H.R. 409, to provide for the exchange of land within
the Sierra National Forest, California, and for other purposes.
Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-375)

9/20/2005—H.R. 394, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
conduct a boundary study to evaluate the significance of the Colo-
nel James Barrett Farm in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
and the suitability and feasibility of its inclusion in the National
Park System as part of the Minute Man National Historical Park,
and for other purposes. Passed House as amended by voice vote.
(Public Law 109-xxx)

9/20/2005—S. 1340, to amend the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife
Restoration Act to extend the date after which surplus funds in the
wildlife restoration fund become available for apportionment.
Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-75)

9/29/2005—H.R. 3824, to amend and reauthorize the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 to provide greater results conserving and recov-
ering listed species, and for other purposes. Passed House as
amended by vote of 229-193.

10/7/2005—H.R. 3893%*, to expedite the construction of new refin-
ing capacity in the United States, to provide reliable and affordable
energy for the American people, and for other purposes. Passed
House as amended by vote of 212—-210.

10/18/2005—H.R. 177, to amend the Reclamation Wastewater
and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
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retary of the Interior to participate in the Prado Basin Natural
Treatment System Project, to authorize the Secretary to carry out
a program to assist agencies in projects to construct regional brine
lines in California, to authorize the Secretary to participate in the
Lower Chino Dairy Area desalination demonstration and reclama-
tion project, and for other purposes. Passed House as amended by
voice vote.

10/18/2005—S. 55, to adjust the boundary of Rocky Mountain
National Park in the State of Colorado. Passed House by voice vote.
(Public Law 109-93)

10/18/2005—S. 156, to designate the Ojito Wilderness Study Area
as wilderness, to take certain land into trust for the Pueblo of Zia,
and for other purposes. Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law
109-94)

11/15/2005—H.R. 1564, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to convey certain buildings and lands of the Yakima Project, Wash-
ington, to the Yakima-Tieton Irrigation District. Passed House by
vote of 420-0.

11/15/2005—H.R. 1972, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
conduct a special resource study to determine the suitability and
feasibility of including in the National Park System certain sites in
Williamson County, Tennessee, relating to the Battle of Franklin.
Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-120)

11/15/2005—H.R. 3507, to transfer certain land in Riverside
County, California, and San Diego County, California, from the Bu-
reau of Land Management to the United States to be held in trust
for the Pechanga Band of Luiseno Mission Indians, and for other
purposes. Passed House by voice vote.

11/15/2005—H.R. 3721, to amend the Omnibus Parks and Public
Lands Management Act of 1996 to allow certain commercial vehi-
cles to continue to use Route 209 within Delaware Water Gap Na-
tional Recreation Area and to allow the National Park Service to
continue to collect fees from those vehicles, and for other purposes.
Passed House as amended by voice vote. (See S. 1310, Public Law
109-156)

11/15/2005—H.R. 3981, to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture
to carry out certain land exchanges involving small parcels of Na-
tional Forest System land in the Tahoe National Forest in the
State of California, and for other purposes. Passed House by voice
vote.

11/15/2005—S. 161, to provide for a land exchange in the State
of Arizona between the Secretary of Agriculture and Yavapai
Ranch Limited Partnership. Passed House by voice vote. (Public
Law 109-110)

11/15/2005—H.R. 318, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to study the suitability and feasibility of designating Castle Nugent
Farms located on St. Croix, Virgin Islands, as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other purposes. Passed House by voice
vote. (Public Law 109-317)

11/15/2005—H.R. 323, to redesignate the Ellis Island Library on
the third floor of the Ellis Island Immigration Museum, located on
Ellis Island in New York Harbor, as the “Bob Hope Memorial Li-
brary”. Passed House by vote of 419, 1 voting present.
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11/15/2005—H.R. 326, to amend the Yuma Crossing National
Heritage Area Act of 2000 to adjust the boundary of the Yuma
Crossing National Heritage Area and for other purposes. Passed
House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-318)

11/16/2005—H.R. 3351, to make technical corrections to laws re-
lating to Native Americans, and for other purposes. Passed House
as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-221)

11/16/2005—H.R. 562, to authorize the Government of Ukraine
to establish a memorial on Federal land in the District of Columbia
to honor the victims of the manmade famine that occurred in
Ukraine in 1932-1933. Passed House as amended by voice vote.
(Public Law 109-340)

11/16/2005—H.R. 1492, to provide for the preservation of the his-
toric confinement sites where Japanese Americans were detained
during World War II, and for other purposes. Passed House as
amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-xxx)

12/6/2005—S. 52, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey
a parcel of real property to Beaver County, Utah. (Public Law 109—
130)

12/6/2005—S. 136, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
provide supplemental funding and other services that are necessary
to assist certain local school districts in the State of California in
providing educational services for students attending schools lo-
cated within Yosemite National Park, to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to adjust the boundaries of the Golden Gate National
Recreation Area, to adjust the boundaries of Redwood National
Park, and for other purposes. (Public Law 109-131)

12/6/2005—S. 212, to amend the Valles Caldera Preservation Act
to improve the preservation of the Valles Caldera, and for other
purposes. (Public Law 109-132)

12/6/2005—S. 279, to amend the Act of June 7, 1924, to provide
for the exercise of criminal jurisdiction. (Public Law 109-133)

12/6/2005—H.R. 585, to require Federal land managers to sup-
port, and to communicate, coordinate, and cooperate with, des-
ignated gateway communities, to improve the ability of gateway
communities to participate in Federal land management planning
conducted by the Forest Service and agencies of the Department of
the Interior, and to respond to the impacts of the public use of the
Federal lands administered by these agencies, and for other pur-
poses. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

12/6/2005—H.R. 1129, to authorize the exchange of certain land
in the State of Colorado. Passed House as amended by voice vote.
(Public Law 109-377)

12/6/2005—H.R. 3812, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to prepare a feasibility study with respect to the Mokelumne River,
and for other purposes. Passed House as amended by voice vote.
(Public Law 109-338)

12/6/2005—H.R. 4195, to authorize early repayment of obliga-
tions to the Bureau of Reclamation within Rogue River Valley Irri-
gation District or within Medford Irrigation District. (Public Law
109-138)

12/7/2005—H.R. 327, to allow binding arbitration clauses to be
included in all contracts affecting land within the Gila River Indian
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Commur)lity Reservation. Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law
109-147

12/13/2005—H.R. 125, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to construct facilities to provide water for irrigation, municipal, do-
mestic, military, and other uses from the Santa Margarita River,
California, and for other purposes. Passed House as amended by
voice vote.

12/13/2005—H.R. 452, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to conduct a study to determine the suitability and feasibility of
designating the Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum located in St.
Louis, Missouri, as a unit of the National Park System. Passed
House by voice vote.

12/13/2005—H.R. 853, to remove certain restrictions on the
Mammoth Community Water District’s ability to use certain prop-
erty acquired by that District from the United States. Passed
House by voice vote.

12/13/2005—H.R. 975, to provide consistent enforcement author-
ity to the Bureau of Land Management, the National Park Service,
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Forest Service
to respond to violations of regulations regarding the management,
use, and protection of public lands under the jurisdiction of these
agencies, and for other purposes. Passed House as amended by
voice vote.

12/13/2005—H.R. 3443, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
convey certain water distribution facilities to the Northern Colo-
rado Water Conservancy District. Passed House as amended by
voice vote. (Public Law 109-321)

12/19/2005—S. 205, to authorize the American Battle Monu-
ments Commission to establish in the State of Louisiana a memo-
rial to honor the Buffalo Soldiers. (Public Law 109-152)

12/19/2005—S. 652, to provide financial assistance for the reha-
bilitation of the Benjamin Franklin National Memorial in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania, and the development of an exhibit to com-
memorate the 300th anniversary of the birth of Benjamin Franklin.
(Public Law 109-153)

12/19/2005—S. 1310, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
allow the Columbia Gas Transmission Corporation to increase the
diameter of a natural gas pipeline located in the Delaware Water
Gap National Recreation Area. (Public Law 109-156)

12/19/2005—S. 1238, to amend the Public Lands Corps Act of
1993 to provide for the conduct of projects that protect forests, and
for other purposes. (Public Law 109-154)

12/19/2005—S. 1481, to amend the Indian Land Consolidation
Act to provide for probate reform. (Public Law 109-157)

12/19/2005—S. 1892, to amend Public Law 107-153 to modify a
certain date. (Public Law 109-158)

12/19/2005—H.R. 2099, to establish the Arabia Mountain Na-
tional Heritage Area, and for other purposes. Passed House as
amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-338)

12/19/2005—H.R. 3179, to reauthorize and amend the Junior
Duck Stamp Conservation and Design Program Act of 1994. Passed
House by unanimous consent. (Public Law 109-165)

12/19/2005—H.R. 4000, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to revise certain repayment contracts with the Bostwick Irrigation
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District in Nebraska, the Kansas Bostwick Irrigation District No.
2, the Frenchman-Cambridge Irrigation District, and the Webster
Irrigation District No. 4, all a part of the Pick-Sloan Missouri
Basin Program, and for other purposes. Passed House by unani-
mous consent. (Public Law 109-386)

2/28/2006—S. 449, to facilitate shareholder consideration of pro-
posals to make Settlement Common Stock under the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act available to missed enrollees, eligible elders,
and eligible persons born after December 18, 1971. Passed House
by voice vote. (Public Law 109-179)

2/28/2006—H.R. 1096, to establish the Thomas Edison National
Historical Park in the State of New Jersey as the successor to the
Edison National Historic Site. Passed House as amended by vote
of 399-1.

2/28/2006—H.R. 1728, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to study the suitability and feasibility of designating the French
Colonial Heritage Area in the State of Missouri as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System. Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Pub-
lic Law 109-319)

3/8/2006—H.R. 1190, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
conduct a feasibility study to design and construct a four reservoir
intertie system for the purposes of improving the water storage op-
portunities, water supply reliability, and water yield of San
Vicente, El1 Capitan, Murray, and Loveland Reservoirs in San
Diego County, California in consultation and cooperation with the
City of San Diego and the Sweetwater Authority. Passed House as
amended by voice vote.

3/8/2006—H.R. 2383, to redesignate the facility of the Bureau of
Reclamation located at 19550 Kelso Road in Byron, California, as
the “C.W. ‘Bill’ Jones Pumping Plant”. Passed House by voice vote.
(Public Law 109-384)

3/8/2006—H.R. 4192, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
designate the President William Jefferson Clinton Birthplace Home
in Hope, Arkansas, as a National Historic Site and unit of the Na-
tional Park System. Passed House by vote of 409—12.

3/8/2006—S. 1578, to reauthorize the Upper Colorado and San
Juan River Basin endangered fish recovery implementation pro-
grams. Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-183)

3/14/2006—H.R. 4841, to amend the Ojito Wilderness Act to
make a technical correction. Passed House by voice vote. (Public
Law 109-309)

3/28/2006—H.R. 4882, to ensure the proper remembrance of Viet-
nam veterans and the Vietnam War by providing a deadline for the
designation of a visitor center for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
Passed House by vote of 404—4.

4/25/2006—H.J. Res. 83, to memorialize and honor the contribu-
tion of Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist. Passed House by voice
vote.

4/25/2006—H.R. 2341, to amend the Reclamation Wastewater
and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in the design, planning, and
construction of a project to reclaim and reuse wastewater within
and outside of the service area of the City of Austin Water and
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Wastewater Utility, Texas. Passed House as amended by voice
vote.

4/25/2006—S.J. Res. 28, to approve the location of the commemo-
rative work in the District of Columbia honoring former President
Dwight D. Eisenhower. Passed House by vote of 411 to 0. (Public
Law 109-220)

4/25/2006—S. 592, to extend the contract for the Glendo Unit of
the Missouri River Basin Project in the State of Wyoming. Passed
House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-219)

5/2/2006—S. 584, to require the Secretary of the Interior to allow
the continued occupancy and use of certain land and improvements
within Rocky Mountain National Park. Passed House on the call of
the Private calendar. (Private Law 109-1)

5/2/2006—H.R. 2720, to further the purposes of the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act of 1992 by directing the
Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation, to carry out an assessment and demonstration program
to control salt cedar and Russian olive, and for other purposes.
Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-320)

5/2/2006—H.R. 3351, concur in the Senate amendment, to make
technical corrections to laws relating to Native Americans, and for
other purposes. Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-221)

5/2/2006—H.R. 3418, to amend the Reclamation Wastewater and
Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to participate in the Central Texas Water Recycling
and Reuse Project. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

5/2/2006—H.R. 3929, to amend the Water Desalination Act of
1996 to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to assist in research
and development, environmental and feasibility studies, and pre-
liminary engineering for the Municipal Water District of Orange
County, California, Dana Point Desalination Project located at
Dana Point, California. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

5/9/2006—H.R. 4204, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
transfer ownership of the American River Pump Station Project,
and for other purposes. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

5/9/2006—H.R. 5311, to establish the Upper Housatonic Valley
National Heritage Area. Passed House by voice vote.

5/9/2006—S. 1382, to require the Secretary of the Interior to ac-
cept the conveyance of certain land, to be held in trust for the ben-
efit of the Puyallup Indian tribe. Passed House by voice vote. (Pub-
lic Law 109-224)

5/16/2006—H.R. 518, to require the Secretary of the Interior to
refine the Department of the Interior program for providing assist-
ance for the conservation of neotropical migratory birds. Passed
House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-363)

5/16/2006—H.R. 586, to preserve the use and access of pack and
saddle stock animals on public lands, including wilderness areas,
national monuments, and other specifically designated areas ad-
ministered by the National Park Service, the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, or the Forest
Service where there is a historical tradition of such use. Passed
House by voice vote.

5/16/2006—H.R. 2978, to allow the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes
of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation to enter into a lease or other
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temporary conveyance of water rights recognized under Fort-Peck-
Montana Compact for the purpose of meeting the water needs of
the Dry Prairie Rural Water Association, Incorporated, and for
other purposes. Passed House by voice vote.

5/16/2006—H.R. 3682, to redesignate the Mason Neck National
Wildlife Refuge in Virginia as the Elizabeth Hartwell Mason Neck
National Wildlife Refuge. Passed House by voice vote.

5/16/2006—S. 1165, to provide for the expansion of the James
Campbell National Wildlife Refuge, Honolulu County, Hawaii.
Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-225)

5/16/2006—S. 1869, to reauthorize the Coastal Barrier Resources
Act, and for other purposes. Passed House by voice vote. (Public
Law 109-226)

5/17/2006—H.R. 4200, to improve the ability of the Secretary of
Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior to promptly imple-
ment recovery treatments in response to catastrophic events affect-
ing Federal lands under their jurisdiction, including the removal of
dead and damaged trees and the implementation of reforestation
treatments, to support the recovery of non-Federal lands damaged
by catastrophic events, to revitalize Forest Service experimental
forests. Passed House by vote of 243-182.

6/12/2006—H.R. 4013, to amend the Reclamation Projects Au-
thorization and Adjustments Act of 1992 to provide for conjunctive
use of surface and groundwater in Juab County, Utah. Passed
House by voice vote.

6/12/2006—H.R. 4162, to provide for an exchange of lands be-
tween the Secretary of Agriculture and the United Water Con-
servation District of California to eliminate certain private
inholdings in the Los Padres National Forest, and for other pur-
poses. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

6/12/2006—H.R. 3967, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to reallocate costs of the Pactola Dam and Reservoir, South Dakota,
to reflect increased demands for municipal, industrial, and fish and
wildlife purposes. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

6/29/2006—H.R. 4761, to provide for exploration, development,
and production activities for mineral resources on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf. Passed House as amended by vote of 232 to 187.

7/10/2006—H.R. 122, to amend the Reclamation Wastewater and
Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to participate in the Eastern Municipal Water District
Recycled Water System Pressurization and Expansion Project.
Passed House as amended by voice vote.

7/10/2006—H.R. 2563, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to conduct feasibility studies to address certain water shortages
within the Snake, Boise, and Payette River systems in Idaho.
Passed House as amended by vote of 366-1.

7/10/2006—H.R. 3897, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior,
acting through the Bureau of Reclamation to enter into a coopera-
tive agreement with the Madera Irrigation District for purposes of
supporting the Madera Water Supply and Groundwater Enhance-
ment Project. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

7/10/2006—H.R. 3462, to provide for the conveyance of the Bu-
reau of Land Management parcels known as the White Acre and
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Gambel Oak properties and related real property to Park City,
Utah. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

7/10/2006—H.R. 5061, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
convey Paint Bank National Fish Hatchery and Wytheville Na-
tional Fish Hatchery to the State of Virginia. Passed House by vote
of 366—0. (Public Law 109-388)

7/10/2006—H.R. 5232, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
initiate and complete an evaluation of lands and waters located in
Northeastern Pennsylvania for their potential acquisition and in-
clusion in a future Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge. Passed
House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-363)

7/17/2006—H.R. 4075, to amend the Marine Mammal Protection
Act of 1972 to provide for better understanding and protection of
marine mammals, and for other purposes. Passed House as amend-
ed by voice vote. (Public Law 109—xxx)

7/17/2006—H.R. 4376, to authorize the National Park Service to
enter into a cooperative agreement with the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts on behalf of Springfield Technical Community Col-
lege, and for other purposes. Passed House as amended by voice
vote.

7/17/2006—H.R. 3085, to amend the National Trails System Act
to update the feasibility and suitability study originally prepared
for the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail and provide for the
inclusion of new trail segments, land components, and camp-
grounds associated with that trail, and for other purposes. Passed
House as amended by vote of 365-5. (Public Law 109-378)

7/24/2006—H.R. 5025, to protect for future generations the rec-
reational opportunities, forests, timber, clean water, wilderness and
scenic values, and diverse habitat of Mount Hood National Forest,
Oregon. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

7/24/2006—H.R. 854, to provide for certain lands to be held in
trust for the Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe. Passed House as
amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-xxx)

7/24/2006—H.R. 1307, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
to designate portions of the Musconetcong River in the State of
New Jersey as a component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

7/24/2006—H.R. 4947, to expand the boundaries of the Cahaba
River National Wildlife Refuge. Passed House as amended by voice
vote. (Public Law 109-363)

7/24/2006—H.R. 5057, to authorize the Marion Park Project and
Committee of the Palmetto Conservation Foundation to establish a
commemorative work on Federal land in the District of Columbia,
and its environs to honor Brigadier General Francis Marion.
Passed House as amended by voice vote.

7/24/2006—S. 310, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
vey the Newlands Project Headquarters and Maintenance Yard Fa-
cility to the Truckee-Carson Irrigation District in the State of Ne-
vada. Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-265)

7/24/2006—S. Con. Res. 60, to designate the Negro Leagues
Baseball Museum in Kansas City, Missouri, as America’s National
Negro Leagues Baseball Museum. Passed House by voice vote.

7/24/2006—S. 1496, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct a pilot program under which up to 15 States may issue elec-
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tronic Federal migratory bird hunting stamps. Passed House by
vote of 358—4. (Public Law 109-266)

7/24/2006—S. 203, to reduce temporarily the royalty required to
be paid for sodium produced on Federal lands. Passed House as
amended by vote of 323—39. (Public Law 109-338)

7/24/2006—H.R. 3817, to withdraw the Valle Vidal Unit of the
Carson National Forest in New Mexico from location, entry, and
patent under the mining laws. Passed House by voice vote. (Public
Law 109-385)

7/24/2006—H.R. 4301, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
convey certain parcels of land acquired for the Blunt Reservoir and
Pierre Canal features of the initial stage of the Oahe Unit, James
Division, South Dakota, to the Commission of Schools and Public
Lands and the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks of the State
of South Dakota for the purpose of mitigating lost wildlife habitat,
on the condition that the current preferential leaseholders shall
have an option to purchase the parcels from the Commission.
Passed House as amended by voice vote.

7/24/2006—H.R. 3603, to promote the economic development and
recreational use of National Forest System lands and other public
lands in central Idaho, to designate the Boulder-White Cloud Man-
agement Area to ensure the continued management of certain Na-
tional Forest System lands and Bureau of Land Management lands
for recreational and grazing use and conservation and resource pro-
tection, to add certain National Forest System lands and Bureau
of Land Management lands in central Idaho to the National Wil-
derness Preservation System. Passed House as amended by voice
vote.

7/24/2006—H.R. 233, to designate certain National Forest Sys-
tem lands in the Mendocino and Six Rivers National Forests and
certain Bureau of Land Management lands in Humboldt, Lake,
Mendocino, and Napa Counties in the State of California as wilder-
ness, to designate the Elkhorn Ridge Potential Wilderness Area, to
designate certain segments of the Blake Butte River in Mendocino
County, California, as wild or scenic river. Passed House as amend-
ed by voice vote. (Public Law 109-362)

9/12/2006—S. 1773, to resolve certain Native American claims in
New Mexico, and for other purposes. Passed House by voice vote.
(Public Law 109-286)

9/12/2006—H.R. 631, to provide for the acquisition of subsurface
mineral rights to land owned by the Pascua Yaqui Tribe and land
held in trust for the Tribe, and for other purposes. Passed House
as amended by voice vote.

9/12/2006—H.R. 5094, to require the conveyance of
Mattamuskeet Lodge and surrounding property, including the
Mattamuskeet National Wildlife Refuge headquarters, to the State
of North Carolina to permit the State to use the property as a pub-
lic facility dedicated to the conservation of the natural and cultural
resources of North Carolina. Passed House by voice vote. (Public
Law 109-358)

9/12/2006—H.R. 5539, to reauthorize the North American Wet-
lands Conservation Reauthorization Act. Passed House as amended
by voice vote. (Public Law 109-322)
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9/12/2006—H.R. 138, to revise the boundaries of John H. Chafee
Coastal Barrier Resources System Jekyll Island Unit GA-06P.
Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-354)

9/12/2006—H.R. 479, to replace a Coastal Barrier Resources Sys-
tem map relating to Coastal Barrier Resources System Grayton
Beach Unit FL-95P in Walton County, Florida. Passed House as
amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-355)

9/12/2006—H.R. 5381, to establish a volunteer program and pro-
mote community partnerships for the benefit of national fish hatch-
eries and fisheries program offices. Passed House as amended by
voice vote. (Public Law 109-360)

9/12/2006—H. Res. 175, to recognize the importance of estab-
lishing a national memorial at the World Trade Center site to com-
memorate and mourn the events of February 26, 1993, and Sep-
tember 11, 2001. Passed House by vote of 394-0.

9/20/2006—S. 1025, to authorize the Equus Beds Division of the
Wichita Project. (Public Law 109-299)

9/20/2006—H.R. 4957, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
convey the Tylersville division of the Lamar National Fish Hatch-
ery and Fish Technology Center to the State of Pennsylvania.
Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-363)

9/20/2006—S. 260, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
provide technical and financial assistance to private landowners to
restore, enhance, and manage private land to improve fish and
wildlife habitats through the Partners for Fish and Wildlife Pro-
gram. Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-294)

9/20/2006—H.R. 2334, to amend the Reclamation Wastewater
and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in the design, planning, and
construction of permanent facilities for the GREAT project to re-
claim, reuse, and treat impaired waters in the area of Oxnard,
California. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

9/25/2006—H.R. 1344, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
to designate a segment of the Farmington River and Salmon Brook
in the State of Connecticut for study for potential addition to the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Passed House as amend-
ed by voice vote.

9/25/2006—H.R. 3961, to authorize the National Park Service to
pay for services rendered by subcontractors under a General Serv-
ices Administration Indefinite Deliver/Indefinite Quantity Contract
issued for work to be completed at the Grand Canyon National
Park. Passed House by voice vote.

9/25/2006—H.R. 4382, to provide for the conveyance of certain
land in Clark County, Nevada, for use by the Nevada National
Guard. Passed House by voice vote.

9/25/2006—H.R. 4588, to reauthorize grants for and require ap-
plied water supply research regarding the water resources research
and technology institutes established under the Water Resources
Research Act of 1984. Passed House as amended by voice vote.
(Public Law 109—xxx)

9/25/2006—H.R. 5079, to provide for the modification of an
amendatory repayment contract between the Secretary of the Inte-
rior and the North Unit Irrigation District. Passed House as
amended by voice vote.
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9/25/2006—H.R. 383, to designate Ice Age Floods National Geo-
logic Route, and for other purposes. Passed House as amended by
voice vote.

9/25/2006—H.R. 1515, to adjust the boundary of the Barataria
Preserve Unit of the Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Pre-
serve in the State of Louisiana. Passed House as amended by voice
vote.

9/25/2006—H.R. 5861, to amend the National Historic Preserva-
tion Act. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

9/25/2006—H.R. 4275, to amend Public Law 106-348 to extend
the authorization for establishing a memorial in the District of Co-
lumbia or its environs to honor veterans who became disabled
while serving in the Armed Forces of the United States. Passed
House by voice vote.

9/25/2006—H.R. 3871, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to convey to the Missouri River Basin Lewis and Clark Interpretive
Trail and Visitor Center Foundation, Inc. certain Federal land as-
sociated with the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail in Ne-
braska, to be used as an historical interpretive site along the trail.
Passed House as amended by voice vote.

9/25/2006—H.R. 5132, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
conduct a special resource study to determine the suitability and
feasibility of including in the National Park System certain sites in
Monroe County, Michigan, relating to the Battles of the River Rai-
sin during the War of 1812. Passed House as amended by voice
vote. (Public Law 109—xxx)

9/25/2006—H.R. 1796, to amend the National Trails System Act
to designate the route of the Mississippi River from its headwaters
in the State of Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico for study for poten-
tial addition to the National Trails System as a national scenic
trail, national historic trail, or both. Passed House by voice vote.

9/25/2006—H.R. 3534, to designate the Piedras Blancas Light
Station and the surrounding public land as an Outstanding Nat-
ural Area to be administered as a part of the National Landscape
Conservation System. Passed House by voice vote.

9/27/2006—H.R. 5946, to amend Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Con-
servation and Management Act to authorize activities to promote
improved monitoring and compliance for high seas fisheries, or
fisheries governed by international fishery management agree-
ments, and for other purposes. Passed House as amended by voice
vote. (Public Law 109—xxx)

9/27/2006—H.R. 6014, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior,
acting through the Bureau of Reclamation, to improve California’s
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and water supply. Passed House as
amended by voice vote.

9/27/2006—H.R. 1711, to provide assistance to the State of New
Mexico for the development of comprehensive State water plans.
Passed House as amended by voice vote.

9/27/2006—H.R. 5160, to establish the Long Island Sound Stew-
ardship Initiative. Passed House as amended by voice vote. Passed
House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-359)

9/27/2006—H.R. 2069, to authorize the exchange of certain land
in Grand and Uintah Counties. Passed House as amended by voice
vote.
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9/27/2006—H.R. 5842, to compromise and settle all claims in the
case of Pueblo of Isleta v. United States, to restore, improve, and
develop the valuable on-reservation land and natural resources of
the Pueblo. Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-379)

9/27/2006—H.R. 4789, to require the Secretary of the Interior to
convey certain public land located wholly or partially within the
boundaries of the Wells Hydroelectric Project of Public Utility Dis-
trict No. 1 of Douglas County, Washington, to the utility district.
Passed House as amended by voice vote.

9/27/2006—H.R. 3626, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to study the feasibility of enlarging the Arthur V. Watkins Dam
Weber Basin Project, Utah, to provide additional water for the
Weber Basin Project to fulfill the purposes for which that project
was authorized. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

9/27/2006—H.R. 4750, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to conduct a study to determine the feasibility of implementing a
water supply and conservation project to improve water supply reli-
ability, increase the capacity of water storage, and improve water
management efficiency in the Republican River Basin between
Harlan County Lake in Nebraska and Milford Lake in Kansas.
Passed House as amended by voice vote.

9/27/2006—H.R. 5016, to provide for the exchange of certain Bu-
reau of Land Management land in Pima County, Arizona. Passed
House as amended by voice vote.

9/27/2006—H.R. 5692, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
carry out a study to determine the suitability and feasibility of es-
tablishing memorials to the Space Shuttle Columbia on parcels of
land in the State of Texas. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

9/27/2006—S. 56, to establish the Rio Grande Natural Area in
the State of Colorado. Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law
109-337)

9/27/2006—S. 2430, to amend the Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife
Restoration Act of 1990 to provide for implementation of rec-
ommendations of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service con-
tained in the Great Lakes Fishery Resources Restoration Study.
Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-326)

9/27/2006—H.R. 5690, to adjust the boundaries of the Ouachita
National Forest in the States of Oklahoma and Arkansas. Passed
House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-391)

9/27/2006—H.R. 4876, to ratify a conveyance of a portion of the
Jicarilla Apache Reservation to Rio Arriba County, State of New
Mexico, pursuant to the settlement of litigation between the
Jicarilla Apache Nation and Rio Arriba County, State of New Mex-
ico, to authorize issuance of a patent for said lands, and to change
the exterior boundary of the Jicarilla Apache Reservation accord-
ingly. Passed House by voice vote.

9/27/2006—H.R. 5516, to allow for the renegotiation of the pay-
ment schedule of contracts between the Secretary of the Interior
and the Redwood Valley County Water District. Passed House by
voice vote.

9/27/2006—H.R. 3606, to modify a land grant patent issued by
the Secretary of the Interior. Passed House by voice vote.

9/27/2006—H.R. 2134, to establish the Commission to Study the
Potential Creation of a National Museum of the American Latino
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Community to develop a plan of action for the establishment and
maintenance of a National Museum of the American Latino Com-
munity in Washington, DC. Passed House as amended by voice
vote.

9/27/2006—H.R. 5340, to promote Department of the Interior ef-
forts to provide a scientific basis for the management of sediment
and nutrient loss in the Upper Mississippi River Basin. Passed
House as amended by voice vote.

9/27/2006—S. 213, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
vey certain Federal land to Rio Arriba County, New Mexico. Passed
House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-324)

9/27/2006—H.R. 2110, to provide for a study of options for pro-
tecting the open space characteristics of certain lands in and adja-
cent to the Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests in Colorado.
Passed House as amended by voice vote.

9/27/2006—S. 362, Marine Debris Research, Prevention, and Re-
duction Act. Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law
109—xxx)

9/28/2006—S. 2464, to revise a provision relating to a repayment
obligation of the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation under the Fort
McDowell Indian Community Water Rights Settlement Act of 1990.
Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-373)

9/28/2006—H.R. 4545, to amend the Reclamation Wastewater
and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to participate in the Los Angeles County
Water Supply Augmentation Demonstration Project. Passed House
as amended by voice vote.

11/13/2006—S. 1131, to authorize the exchange of certain Federal
land within the State of Idaho. Passed House by voice vote. (Public
Law 109-372)

11/13/2006—S. 435, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to
designate a segment of the Farmington River and Salmon Brook in
the State of Connecticut for study for potential addition to the Na-
tional Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Passed House by voice vote.
(Public Law 109-370)

11/13/2006—S. 819, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
reallocate costs of the Pactola Dam and Reservoir, South Dakota,
to reflect increased demands for municipal, industrial, and fish and
wildlife purposes. Passed House by vote of 387-0. (Public Law 109—
371)

11/15/2006—S. 101, to convey to the town of Frannie, Wyoming,
certain land withdrawn by the Commissioner of Reclamation.
Passed House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-380)

11/15/2006—S. 4001, to designate certain land in New England
as wilderness for inclusion in the National Preservation System
and certain land as a National Recreation Area. Passed House by
voice vote. (Public Law 109-382)

12/5/2006—H.R. 5666, to authorize early repayment of obliga-
tions to the Bureau of Reclamation within the A&B Irrigation Dis-
trict in the State of Idaho. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

12/5/2006—H.R. 5466, to amend the National Trails System Act
to designate the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic
Trail. Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109-
418)
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12/5/2006—S. 1219, to authorize certain tribes in the State of
Montana to enter into a lease or other temporary conveyance of
water rights to meet the water needs of the Dry Prairie Rural
Water Association, Inc. Passed House as amended by voice vote.
(Public Law 109-410)

12/5/2006—H.R. 5110, to facilitate the use for irrigation and
other purposes of water produced in connection with development
of energy resources. Passed House as amended by voice vote.

12/5/2006—H.R. 395, to adjust the boundary of Lowell National
Historical Park. Passed House by voice vote.

12/6/2006—S. 895, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to estab-
lish a rural water supply program in the Reclamation States to
provide a clean, safe, affordable, and reliable water supply to rural
residents. Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law
109—xxx)

12/6/2006—S. 1829, to repeal certain sections of the Act of May
26, 1936, pertaining to the Virgin Islands, and for other purposes.
Passed House as amended by voice vote.

12/6/2006—S. 214, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
cooperate with the States on the border with Mexico and other ap-
propriate entities in conducting a hydrogeologic characterization,
mapping, and modeling program for priority transboundary
aquifers. Passed House as amended by voice vote. (Public Law 109—
xx%)

12/6/2006—S. 1346, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct a study of maritime sites in the State of Michigan. Passed
House by voice vote. (Public Law 109-xxx)

12/8/2006—H.R. 6111*%, to amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to extend expiring provisions, and for other purposes. Passed
House by vote of 367—45. (Public Law 109-xxx)

12/9/2006—H.R. 5946, to amend the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act to authorize activities to pro-
mote improved monitoring and compliance for high seas fisheries,
or fisheries governed by international fishery management agree-
ments, and for other purposes. Passed House as amended by voice
vote. (Public Law 109—xxx)

12/9/2006—S. 1529, to provide for the conveyance of certain Fed-
eral land in the city of Yuma, Arizona. Passed House by unanimous
consent. (Public Law 109-xxx)

12/9/2006—S. 2150, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
vey certain Bureau of Land Management Land to the City of Eu-
gene, Oregon. Passed House by unanimous consent. (Public Law
109—xxx)

12/9/2006—S. 2205, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
vey certain parcels of land acquired for the Blunt Reservoir and
Pierre Canal features of the initial stage of the Oahe Unit, James
Division, South Dakota, to the Commission of Schools and Public
Lands and the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks of the State
of South Dakota for the purpose of mitigating lost wildlife habitat,
on the condition that the current preferential leaseholders shall
have an option to purchase the parcels from the Commission, and
for other purposes. Passed House by unanimous consent. (Public
Law 109-xxx)
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12/9/2006—S. 1378, to amend the National Historic Preservation
Act to provide appropriation authorization and improve the oper-
ations of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. Passed
House by unanimous consent. (Public Law 109-xxx)

12/9/2006—S. 1096, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to
designate portions of the Musconetcong River in the State of New
Jersey as a component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys-
tem, and for other purposes. Passed House by unanimous consent.
(Public Law 109—xxx)

BiLLs WHICH FAILED To PAss HOUSE BY DATE

9/13/2006—H.R. 4893, to amend section 20 of the Indian Gaming
Regulatory Act to restrict off-reservation gaming. Failed House
under suspension of the rules by vote of 247-171.

12/8/2006—H.R. 6423, to reauthorize the Secure Rural Schools
and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 and to offset the
cost of payments to States and counties under such Act, and for
other purposes. Failed House by unanimous consent.



APPENDIX II

List oF PuBLIC LAwWS

*Denotes bills that were not referred to the Committee on Re-
sources but contain legislation that was referred to the Committee
on Resources.

Public Law 109-13 (H.R. 1268*; H.R. 731)

Public Law 109-14 (H.R. 2566)

Public Law 109-20 (H.R. 3104)

Public Law 109-35 (H.R. 3332)

Public Law 109-37 (H.R. 3377)

Public Law 109-40 (H.R. 3453)

Public Law 109-42 (H.R. 3512)

Public Law 109-44 (H.R. 38)

Public Law 109-45 (H.R. 481)

Public Law 109-46 (H.R. 541)

Public Law 109-47 (H.R. 794)

Public Law 109-48 (H.R. 1046)

Public Law 109-54 (H.R. 2361*; H.R. 2588)
Public Law 109-58 (H.R. 6; H.R. 2930)

Public Law 109-69 (S. 252; H.R. 542)
Public Law 109-70 (S. 264; H.R. 843)
Public Law 109-71 (S. 276; H.R. 546)
Public Law 109-74 (H.R. 3649)

Public Law 109-75 (S. 1340)

Public Law 109-93 (S. 55; H.R. 774)

Public Law 109-94 (S. 156; H.R. 362)
Public Law 109-110 (S. 161; H.R. 410)
Public Law 109-117 (H.R. 126)

Public Law 109-118 (H.R. 539)

Public Law 109-119 (H.R. 606)

Public Law 109-120 (H.R. 1972)

Public Law 109-125 (H.R. 584)

Public Law 109-126 (H.R. 680)

Public Law 109-127 (H.R. 1101)

Public Law 109-130 (S. 52; H.R. 679)
Public Law 109-131 (S. 136; H.R. 353; H.R. 361)
Public Law 109-132 (S. 212)

Public Law 109-133 (S. 279; H.R. 600)
Public Law 109-138 (H.R. 4195; H.R. 3618)
Public Law 109-147 (H.R. 327; S. 1482)
Public Law 109-152 (S. 205)

Public Law 109-153 (S. 652; H.R. 1645)
Public Law 109-154 (S. 1238; H.R. 2875)
Public Law 109-156 (S. 1310; H.R. 3124; H.R. 3721)
Public Law 109-157 (S. 1481)

Public Law 109-158 (S. 1892; H.R. 4292)
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Public Law 109-163 (H.R. 1815%; H.R. 1503; H.R. 2111; H.R.
2652; H.R. 4064; H.R. 4181)

Public Law 109-166 (H.R. 3179; S. 1339)

Public Law 109-171 (S. 1932%)

Public Law 109-179 (S. 449)

Public Law 109-183 (S. 1578; H.R. 3153)

Public Law 109-219 (S. 592; H.R. 4080)

Public Law 109-220 (S.J. Res. 28; H.J. Res. 78)

Public Law 109-221 (H.R. 3351; S. 1295; S. 1480; S. 1484; S.
1758)

Public Law 109-223 (H.J. Res 83)

Public Law 109-224 (S. 1382)

Public Law 109-225 (S. 1165)

Public Law 109-226 (S. 1869)

Public Law 109-241 (H.R. 889*; H.R. 372)

Public Law 109-265 (S. 310)

Public Law 109-266 (S. 1496; H.R. 1494)

Public Law 109-269 (H.R. 3682)

Public Law 109-272 (H.R. 5683)

Public Law 109-286 (S. 1773)

Public Law 109-294 (S. 260; H.R. 2018)

Public Law 109-299 (S. 1025; H.R. 1327)

Public Law 109-309 (H.R. 4841)

Public Law 109-314 (H.R. 2107)

Public Law 109-317 (H.R. 318)

Public Law 109-318 (H.R. 326)

Public Law 109-319 (H.R. 1728)

Public Law 109-320 (H.R. 2720)

Public Law 109-321 (H.R. 3443)

Public Law 109-322 (H.R. 5539)

Public Law 109-324 (S. 213)

Public Law 109-326 (S. 2430; H.R. 4953)

Public Law 109-337 (S. 56)

Public Law 109-338 (S. 203; H. Con. Res 456; H.R. 61; H.R. 87;
H.R. 186; H.R. 412; H.R. 413; H.R. 472; H.R. 522; H.R. 694; H.R.
732; H.R. 811; H.R. 888; H.R. 938/H.R. 5311; H.R. 1289; H.R. 1820;
H.R. 2099/H.R. 2297; H.R. 3775; H.R. 3812; H.R. 3866)

Public Law 109-340 (H.R. 562)

Public Law 109-354 (H.R. 138; S. 2492)

Public Law 109-355 (H.R. 479)

Public Law 109-358 (H.R. 5094)

Public Law 109-359 (H.R. 5160; H.R. 307)

Public Law 109-360 (H.R. 5381)

Public Law 109-362 (H.R. 233; S. 128)

Public Law 109-363 (H.R. 4957; H.R. 518; H.R. 1428; H.R. 4345/
S. 2041; H.R. 2693/S. 1250; H.R. 4947; H.R. 5232)

Public Law 109-370 (S. 435)

Public Law 109-371 (S. 819; H.R. 3967)

Public Law 109-372 (S. 1131; H.R. 2718)

Public Law 109-373 (S. 2464)

Public Law 109-375 (H.R. 409)

Public Law 109-377 (H.R. 1129)

Public Law 109-378 (H.R. 3085)

Public Law 109-379 (H.R. 5842)
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Public Law 109-380 (S. 101)

Public Law 109-382 (S. 4001; H.R. 5157; H.R. 5059; H.R. 5062)

Public Law 109-384 (H.R. 2383)

Public Law 109-385 (H.R. 3817)

Public Law 109-386 (H.R. 4000)

Public Law 109-388 (H.R. 5061)

Public Law 109-391 (H.R. 5690)

Public Law 109-396 (H.R. 3699)

Public Law 109-410 (S. 1219)

Public Law 109-418 (H.R. 5466)

Public Law 109—=xxx (H.R. 394)

Public Law 109—=xxx (H.R. 482)

Public Law 109—xxx (H.R. 486)

Public Law 109—=xxx (H.R. 854)

Public Law 109—=xxx (H.R. 1492)

Public Law 109—xxx (H.R. 4588)

Public Law 109—=xxx (H.R. 5132)

Public Law 109—xxx (H.R. 5946; S. Con. Res. 123; H.R. 6119;
H.R. 4075; H.R. 5447; H.R. 5446)

Public Law 109—=xxx (H.R. 6111%; S. 3711; H.R. 2721)

Public Law 109—=xxx (S. 214)

Public Law 109—=xxx (S. 362)

Public Law 109—=xxx (S. 895)

Public Law 109—xxx (S. 1096)

Public Law 109—xxx (S. 1346)

Public Law 109—xxx (S. 1378)

Public Law 109—=xxx (S. 1529)

Public Law 109—xxx (S. 2150)

Public Law 109—xxx (S. 2205)

Private Law 109-1 (S. 584)
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APPENDIX V

COMMITTEE LEGISLATIVE REPORTS

House Report 109-107 (H.R. 481), to further the purposes of the
Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site Establishment Act of
2000.

House Report 109-108 (H.R. 774), to adjust the boundary of
Rocky Mountain National Park in the State of Colorado.

House Report 109-109 (H.R. 853), to remove certain restrictions
on the Mammoth Community Water District’s ability to use certain
property acquired by that District from the United States.

House Report 109-110 (H.R. 873), to provide for a nonvoting dele-
gate to the House of Representatives to represent the Common-
wealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-111 (H.R. 1084), to authorize the establish-
ment at Antietam National Battlefield of a memorial to the officers
and enlisted men of the Fifth, Sixth, and Ninth New Hampshire
Volunteer Infantry Regiments and the First New Hampshire Light
Artillery Battery who fought in the Battle of Antietam on Sep-
tember 17, 1862, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-112 (H.R. 1428), to authorize appropriations
for the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and for other pur-
poses.

House Report 109-113 (H.R. 2362), to reauthorize and amend the
National Geologic Mapping Act of 1992.

House Report 109-114 (H.R. 432), Private Bill; To require the
Secretary of the Interior to permit continued occupancy and use of
certain lands and improvements within Rocky Mountain National
Park.

House Report 109-117 (pt. 1) (H.R. 517), to reauthorize the Se-
cure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000,
and for other purposes.

House Report 109-125 (H.R. 38), to designate a portion of the
White Salmon River as a component of the National Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers System.

House Report 109-126 (H.R. 539), to designate certain National
Forest System land in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico as compo-
nents of the National Wilderness Preservation System.

House Report 109-128 (pt. 1) (H.R. 975), to provide consistent en-
forcement authority to the Bureau of Land Management, the Na-
tional Park Service, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service,
and the Forest Service to respond to violations of regulations re-
garding the management, use, and protection of public lands under
the jurisdiction of these agencies, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-129 (pt. 1) (H.R. 599), to provide a source of
funds to carry out restoration activities on Federal lands under the
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jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agri-
culture, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-135 (H.R. 394), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct a boundary study to evaluate the significance
of the Colonel James Barrett Farm in the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts and the suitability and feasibility of its inclusion in the
National Park System as part of the Minute Man National Histor-
ical Park, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-142 (H.R. 1492), to provide for the preserva-
tion of the historic confinement sites where Japanese Americans
were detained during World War II, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-149 (H.R. 362), to designate the Ojito Wilder-
ness Study Area as wilderness, to take certain land into trust for
the Pueblo of Zia, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-150 (H.R. 1797), to provide for equitable com-
pensation to the Spokane Tribe of Indians of the Spokane Reserva-
tion for the use of tribal land for the production of hydropower by
the Grand Coulee Dam, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-169 (pt. 1) (H.R. 1905), to amend the Small
Tracts Act to facilitate the exchange of small tracts of land, and for
other purposes.

House Report 109-180 (H.R. 2130), to amend the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act of 1972 to authorize research programs to better
understand and protect marine mammals, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-237 (H.R. 3824), to amend and reauthorize the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 to provide greater results con-
serving and recovering listed species, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-246 (S. 1339), to reauthorize the Junior Duck
Stamp Conservation and Design Program Act of 1994.

House Report 109-247 (H.R. 2383), to redesignate the facility of
the Bureau of Reclamation located at 19550 Kelso Road in Byron,
California, as the “C.W. ‘Bill’ Jones Pumping Plant”.

House Report 109-252 (H.R. 1129), to authorize the exchange of
certain land in the State of Colorado.

House Report 109-273 (pt. 1) (H.R. 2875), to amend the Public
Lands Corps Act of 1993 to provide for the conduct of projects that
protect forests, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-283 (H. Con. Res. 267), Expressing the sense
of the Congress upholding the Makah Tribe treaty rights.

House Report 109-284 (H.R. 323), to redesignate the Ellis Island
Library on the third floor of the Ellis Island Immigration Museum,
located on Ellis Island in New York Harbor, as the “Bob Hope Me-
morial Library”.

House Report 109-285 (H.R. 679), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey a parcel of real property to Beaver County, Utah.

House Report 109-286 (H.R. 1096), to establish the Thomas Edi-
son National Historical Park in the State of New Jersey as the suc-
cessor to the Edison National Historic Site.

House Report 109-287 (H.R. 1436), to remove certain use restric-
tions on property located in Navajo County, Arizona.

House Report 109-288 (H.R. 1564), to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain buildings and lands of the Yakima
Project, Washington, to the Yakima-Tieton Irrigation District.
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House Report 109-289 (H.R. 1972), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct a special resource study to determine the suit-
ability and feasibility of including in the National Park System cer-
tain sites in Williamson County, Tennessee, relating to the Battle
of Franklin.

House Report 109-290 (H.R. 3443), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey certain water distribution facilities to the North-
ern Colorado Water Conservancy District.

House Report 109-294 (H.R. 326), to amend the Yuma Crossing
National Heritage Area Act of 2000 to adjust the boundary of the
Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area and for other purposes.

House Report 109-297 (pt. 1) (H.R. 125), to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to construct facilities to provide water for irri-
gation, municipal, domestic, military, and other uses from the
Santa Margarita River, California, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-298 (pt. 1) (H.R. 3351), to make technical cor-
rections to laws relating to Native Americans, and for other pur-
poses.

House Report 109-311 (S. 229), to clear title to certain real prop-
erty in New Mexico associated with the Middle Rio Grande Project,
and for other purposes.

House Report 109-319 (H.R. 452), to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a study to determine the suitability and fea-
sibility of designating the Soldiers’ Memorial Military Museum lo-
cated in St. Louis, Missouri, as a unit of the National Park System.

House Report 109-320 (H.R. 1183), to require the Secretary of
the Interior to provide public access to Navassa National Wildlife
Refuge and Desecheo National Wildlife Refuge.

House Report 109-321 (H.R. 1190), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct a feasibility study to design and construct a four
reservoir intertie system for the purposes of improving the water
storage opportunities, water supply reliability, and water yield of
San Vicente, E1 Capitan, Murray, and Loveland Reservoirs in San
Diego County, California in consultation and cooperation with the
City of San Diego and the Sweetwater Authority, and for other pur-
poses.

House Report 109-322 (H.R. 4192), to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to designate the President William Jefferson Clinton
Birthplace Home in Hope, Arkansas, as a National Historic Site
and unit of the National Park System, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-323 (H.R. 4195), to authorize early repayment
of obligations to the Bureau of Reclamation within Rogue River
Valley Irrigation District or within Medford Irrigation District.

House Report 109-324 (H.R. 4292), to amend Public Law 107-153
to further encourage the negotiated settlement of tribal claims.

House Report 109-325 (pt. 1) (H.R. 3818), to authorize the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to enter into partnership agreements with en-
tities and local communities to encourage greater cooperation in
the administration of Forest Service activities on and near National
Forest System lands, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-331 (H.R. 1090), to designate a Forest Service
trail at Waldo Lake in the Willamette National Forest in the State
of Oregon as a national recreation trail in honor of Jim Weaver, a
former Member of the House of Representatives.
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House Report 109-332 (pt. 1) (S. 362), to establish a program
within the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and
the United States Coast Guard to help identify, determine sources
of, assess, reduce, and prevent marine debris and its adverse im-
pacts on the marine environment and navigation safety, in coordi-
nation with non-Federal entities, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-334 (H.R. 3124), to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to allow the Columbia Gas Transmission Corporation
to increase the diameter of a natural gas pipeline located in the
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area.

House Report 109-335 (pt. 1) (H.R. 3929), to amend the Water
Desalination Act of 1996 to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to assist in research and development, environmental and feasi-
bility studies, and preliminary engineering for the Municipal Water
District of Orange County, California, Dana Point Desalination
Project located at Dana Point, California.

House Report 109-338 (H.R. 1728), to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to study the suitability and feasibility of designating
the French Colonial Heritage Area in the State of Missouri as a
unit of the National Park System, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-339 (H.R. 3626), to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to study the feasibility of enlarging the Arthur V. Wat-
kins Dam Weber Basin Project, Utah, to provide additional water
for the Weber Basin Project to fulfill the purposes for which that
project was authorized.

House Report 109-340 (H.R. 3153), to reauthorize the Upper Col-
orado and San Juan River Basin endangered fish recovery imple-
mentation programs.

House Report 109-341 (pt. 1) (H.R. 2720), to further the purposes
of the Reclamation Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act of
1992 by directing the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the
Commissioner of Reclamation, to carry out an assessment and dem-
onstration program to control salt cedar and Russian olive, and for
other purposes.

House Report 109-368 (H.R. 3897), to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior, acting through the Bureau of Reclamation to enter
into a cooperative agreement with the Madera Irrigation District
for purposes of supporting the Madera Water Supply and Ground-
water Enhancement Project.

House Report 109-380 (H.R. 1071), to direct the Secretary of En-
ergy to make incentive payments to the owners or operators of
qualified desalination facilities to partially offset the cost of elec-
trical energy required to operate such facilities, and for other pur-
poses.

House Report 109400 (H.R. 4882), to ensure the proper remem-
brance of Vietnam veterans and the Vietnam War by providing a
deadline for the designation of a visitor center for the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial.

House Report 109418 (H.R. 3462), to provide for the conveyance
of the Bureau of Land Management parcels known as the White
Acre and Gambel Oak properties and related real property to Park
City, Utah, and for other purposes.

House Report 109419 (H.R. 2978), to allow the Assiniboine and
Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation to enter into a
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lease or other temporary conveyance of water rights recognized
under the Fort Peck-Montana Compact for the purpose of meeting
the water needs of the Dry Prairie Rural Water Association, Incor-
porated, and for other purposes.

House Report 109420 (H.R. 2563), to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct feasibility studies to address certain water
shortages within the Snake, Boise, and Payette River systems in
Idaho, and for other purposes.

House Report 109—421 (H.R. 518), to require the Secretary of the
Interior to refine the Department of the Interior program for pro-
viding assistance for the conservation of neotropical migratory
birds.

House Report 109—422 (H.R. 374), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to take certain tribally-owned reservation land into trust
for the Puyallup Tribe.

House Report 109423 (H.R. 122), to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study Facilities Act to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to participate in the Eastern Municipal
Water district Recycled Water System Pressurization and Expan-
sion Project.

House Report 109-425 (H.J. Res. 78), approving the location of
the commemorative work in the District of Columbia honoring
former President Dwight D. Eisenhower.

House Report 109—426 (S. 584), to require the Secretary of the In-
terior to allow the continued occupancy and use of certain land and
improvements within Rocky Mountain National Park.

House Report 109427 (H.R. 1307), to amend the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act to designate portions of the Musconetcong River in the
State of New Jersey as a component of the National Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers System, and for other purposes.

House Report 109—428 (S. 1869), to reauthorize the Coastal Bar-
rier Resources Act, and for other purposes.

House Report 109429 (S. 1165), to provide for the expansion of
the James Campbell National Wildlife Refuge, Honolulu County,
Hawaii.

House Report 109430 (H.R. 4204), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to transfer ownership of the American River Pump Station
Project, and for other purposes.

House Report 109431 (H.R. 3967), to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to reallocate costs of the Pactola Dam and Reservoir,
South Dakota, to reflect increased demands or municipal, indus-
trial, and fish and wildlife purposes.

House Report 109—432 (H.R. 4080), to extend the contract for the
Glendo Unit of the Missouri River Basin Project in the State of Wy-
oming.

House Report 109433 (H.R. 3682), to redesignate the Mason
Neck National Wildlife Refuge in Virginia as the Elizabeth
Hartwell Mason Neck National Wildlife Refuge.

House Report 109437 (H.R. 1595), to implement the rec-
ommendations of the Guam War Claims Review Commission.

House Report 109442 (H.R. 3418), to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the Central Texas
Water Recycling and Reuse Project, and for other purposes.
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House Report 109—443 (H.R. 4013), to amend the Reclamation
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act of 1992 to provide for
conjunctive use of surface and groundwater in Juab County, Utah.

House Report 109—444 (H.R. 4686), to reauthorize various fish-
eries management laws, and for other purposes.

House Report 109451 (H.R. 4200), to improve the ability of the
Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior to
promptly implement recovery treatments in response to cata-
strophic events affecting Federal lands under their jurisdiction, in-
cluding the removal of dead and damaged trees and the implemen-
tation of reforestation treatments, to support the recovery of non-
Federal lands damaged by catastrophic events, to revitalize Forest
Service experimental forests, and for other purposes.

House Report 109490 (H.R. 4084), to amend the Forest Service
use and occupancy permit program to restore the authority of the
Secretary of Agriculture to utilize the special use permit fees col-
lected by the Secretary in connection with the establishment and
operation of marinas in units of the National Forest System de-
rived from the public domain, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-531 (H.R. 4761), to provide for exploration, de-
velopment, and production activities for mineral resources on the
outer Continental Shelf, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-533 (H.R. 5061), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey Paint Bank National Fish Hatchery and
Wytheville National Fish Hatchery to the State of Virginia.

House Report 109-534 (H.R. 413), to establish the Bleeding Kan-
Zas and the Enduring Struggle for Freedom National Heritage

reas.

House Report 109-547 (H.R. 5232), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to initiate and complete an evaluation of lands and waters
located in Northeastern Pennsylvania or their potential acquisition
and inclusion in a future Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge,
and for other purposes.

House Report 109-548 (H.R. 4275), to amend Public Law 106-348
to extend the authorization for establishing a memorial in the Dis-
trict of Columbia or its environs to honor veterans who became dis-
abled while serving in the Armed Forces of the United States.

House Report 109-549 (H.R. 3085), to amend the National Trails
System Act to update the feasibility and suitability study originally
prepared for the Trail of Tears National Historic Trail and provide
for the inclusion of new trail segments, land components, and
campgrounds associated with that trail, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-556 (S. 1496), to direct the Secretary of the In-
terior to conduct a pilot program under which up to 15 States may
issue electronic Federal migratory bird hunting stamps.

House Report 109-557 (H.R. 854), to provide for certain lands to
be held in trust for the Utu Utu Gwaitu Paiute Tribe.

House Report 109-5568 (H.R. 4294), to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to enter into cooperative agreements to protect natural
resources of units of the National Park System through collabo-
rative efforts on land inside and outside of units of the National
Park System.

House Report 109-559 (H.R. 4376). To authorize the National
Park Service to enter into a cooperative agreement with the Com-
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monwealth of Massachusetts on behalf of Springfield Technical
Community College.

House Report 109-560 (H.R. 5094), to require the conveyance of
Mattamuskeet Lodge and surrounding property, including the
Mattamuskeet National Wildlife Refuge headquarters, to the State
of North Carolina to permit the State to use the property as a pub-
lic facility dedicated to the conservation of the natural and cultural
resources of North Carolina.

House Report 109-561 (H.R. 5340), to promote Department of the
Interior efforts to provide a scientific basis for the management of
sediment and nutrient loss in the Upper Mississippi River Basin.

House Report 109-562 (S. 260), to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to provide technical and financial assistance to private
landowners to restore, enhance, and manage private land to im-
prove fish and wildlife habitats through the Partners for Fish and
Wildlife Program.

House Report 109-567 (H.R. 5018), to reauthorize the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

House Report 109-568 (H.R. 2925), to amend the Reclamation
States Emergency Drought Relief Act of 1991 to extend the author-
ity for drought assistance.

House Report 109-581 (H.R. 4165), to clarify the boundaries of
Coastal Barrier Resources System Clam Pass Unit FL-64P.

House Report 109-582 (H.R. 5057), to authorize the Marion Park
Project and Committee of the Palmetto Conservation Foundation to
establish a commemorative work on Federal land in the District of
Columbia, and its environs to honor Brigadier General Francis
Marion.

House Report 109-583 (H.R. 3817), to withdraw the Valle Vidal
}Jnit of the Carson National entry, and patent under the mining
aws.

House Report 109-584 (H.R. 2134), to establish the Commission
to Study the Potential Creation of a National Museum of the Amer-
ican Latino Community to develop a plan of action for the estab-
lishment and maintenance of a National Museum of the American
Latino Community in Washington.

House Report 109-586 (H.R. 5411), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to establish a demonstration program to facilitate land-
scape restoration programs within certain units of the National
Park System established by law to preserve and interpret resources
associated with American history, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-5687 (H.R. 4947), to expand the boundaries of
the Cahaba River National Wildlife Refuge, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-588 (H.R. 4301), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey certain parcels of land acquired for the Blunt
Reservoir and Pierre Canal features of the initial stage of the Oahe
Unit, James Division, South Dakota, to the Commission of Schools
and Public Lands and the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks
of the State of South Dakota for the purpose of mitigating lost
wildlife habitat, on the condition that the current preferential
leaseholders shall have an option to purchase the parcels from the
Commission, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-612 (H.R. 4957), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey the Tylersville division of the Lamar National
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Fish Hatchery and Fish Technology Center to the State of Pennsyl-
vania.

House Report 109-618 (H.R. 138), to revise the boundaries of
John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System Jekyll Island
Unit GA-06P.

House Report 109-619 (H.R. 383), to designate the Ice Age Floods
National Geologic Trail, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-620 (H.R. 479), to replace a Coastal Barrier
Resources System map relating to Coastal Barrier Resources Sys-
tem Grayton Beach Unit FL-95P in Walton County, Florida.

House Report 109-621 (H.R. 631), to provide for acquisition of
subsurface mineral rights to land owned by the Pascua Yaqui Tribe
and land held in trust for the Tribe, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-622 (H.R. 1796), to amend the National Trails
System Act to designate the route of the Mississippi River from its
headwaters in the State of Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico for
study for potential addition to the National Trails System as a na-
tional scenic trail, national historic trail, or both, and for other pur-
poses.

House Report 109-623 (H.R. 2069), to authorize the exchange of
certain land in Grand and Uintah Counties, Utah, and for other
purposes.

House Report 109-624 (H.R. 2110), to provide for a study of op-
tions for protecting the open space characteristics of certain lands
in and adjacent to the Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests in
Colorado, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-625 (H.R. 2334), to amend the Reclamation
Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize
the Secretary of the Interior to participate in the design, planning,
and construction of permanent facilities for the GREAT project to
reclaim, reuse, and treat impaired waters water in the area of
Oxnard, California.

House Report 109-626 (H.R. 3350), to amend the Native Amer-
ican Business Development, Trade Promotion, and Tourism Act of
2000 to establish the Tribal Development Corporation Feasibility
Study Group.

House Report 109-627 (H.R. 3534), to designate the Piedras
Blancas Light Station and the surrounding public land as an Out-
standing Natural Area to be administered as a part of the National
Landscape Conservation System, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-628 (H.R. 3961), to authorize the National
Park Service to pay for services rendered by subcontractors under
a General Services Administration Indefinite Deliver/Indefinite
Quantity Contract issued for work to be completed at the Grand
Canyon National Park.

House Report 109-629 (H.R. 4382), to provide for the conveyance
of certain land in Clark County, Nevada, for use by the Nevada
National Guard.

House Report 109-630 (H.R. 4588), to reauthorize grants for and
require applied water supply research regarding the water re-
sources research and technology institutes established under the
Water Resources Research Act of 1984.

House Report 109-631 (H.R. 4612), to redesignate Dayton Avia-
tion Heritage National Historic Park in the State of Ohio as
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“Wright Brothers-Dunbar National Historic Park,” and for other
purposes.

House Report 109-632 (H.R. 4750), to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct a study to determine the feasibility of imple-
menting a water supply and conservation project to improve water
supply reliability, increase the capacity of water storage, and im-
prove water management efficiency in the Republican River Basin
between Harlan County Lake in Nebraska and Milford Lake in
Kansas.

House Report 109-633 (S. 1773), to resolve certain Native Amer-
ican claims in New Mexico, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-634 (H.R. 4789), to require the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain public land located wholly or par-
tially within the boundaries of the Wells Hydroelectric Project of
Public Utility District No. 1 of Douglas County, Washington, to the
utility district.

House Report 109-635 (H.R. 5016), to provide for the exchange
of certain Bureau of Land Management land in Pima County, Ari-
zona, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-636 (H.R. 5079), to provide for the modifica-
tion of an amendatory repayment contract between the Secretary
of the Interior and the North Unit Irrigation District, and for other
purposes.

House Report 109-637 (H.R. 5132), to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct a special resource study to determine the suit-
ability and feasibility of including in the National Park System cer-
tain sites in Monroe County, Michigan, relating to the Battles of
the River Raisin during the War of 1812.

House Report 109-638 (H.R. 5381), to establish a volunteer pro-
gram and promote community partnerships for the benefit of na-
tional fish hatcheries and fisheries program offices.

House Report 109-639 (H.R. 5539), to reauthorize the North
American Wetlands Conservation Reauthorization Act.

House Report 109-640 (H.R. 5802), to amend the National Park
Service Concessions Management Improvement Act of 1998, to ex-
tend to additional small businesses the preferential right to renew
a concessions contract entered into under such Act, to facilitate the
renewal of a commercial use authorization granted under such Act,
and for other purposes.

House Report 109-641 (H.R. 5861), to amend the National His-
toric Preservation Act, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-650 (H.R. 4893), to amend section 20 of the In-
dian Gaming Regulatory Act to restrict off-reservation gaming.

House Report 109-661 (H.R. 5312), to amend the Indian Health
Care Improvement Act to revise and extend that Act.

House Report 109-665 (H.R. 5622), to reauthorize the Coral Reef
Conservation Act of 2000, and for other purposes.

House Report 109-693 (H.R. 4857), to better inform consumers
regarding costs associated with compliance for protecting endan-
gered and threatened species under the Endangered Species Act of
1973.

House Report 109-694 (H.R. 512), to require the prompt review
by the Secretary of the Interior of the longstanding petitions for
Federal recognition of certain Indian tribes, and for other purposes.






APPENDIX VI

OVERSIGHT SUMMARY

Under House of Representatives Rule X, clause 2, each standing
committee of the House has general oversight responsibilities to de-
termine whether laws and programs addressing subjects within its
jurisdiction are being implemented in accordance with the intent of
Congress and to determine whether they should be continued, cur-
tailed or eliminated. The Committee on Resources has had exten-
sive experience in this area, owing in part to its broad legislative
jurisdiction and the dozens of federal agencies and almost 100
major statutes under its purview. During the 108th Congress, the
Committee and its subcommittees held 85 oversight hearings. This
tradition will continue as the Committee will review the applica-
tion, administration, and effectiveness of laws and programs ad-
dressing subjects within its extensive jurisdiction and seek to elimi-
nate duplicative and outdated programs.

In addition, the Committee expects that a majority of its over-
sight activities and hearings will take place outside Washington,
D.C,, to ensure that those who cannot travel to the Nation’s Capitol
will also have a voice in Committee deliberations and to guarantee
Members of the Committee a personal view of real-life situations
involving federal programs and other activities under the Commit-
tee’s jurisdiction.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

The Full Committee will hold oversight hearings as part of the
effort to update and strengthen implementation of the Endangered
Species Act. Winter/Spring/Summer 2005—DONE

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PoLIicY ACT

The Full Committee will examine the structure and implementa-
tion of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), including
impacts of litigation on NEPA’s effectiveness. Winter/Spring/Sum-
mer/Fall 2006—DONE

NATIVE AMERICAN ISSUES

Budget Overview: The Committee will oversee that portion of the
President’s budget which relates to Native Americans. This in-
cludes programs within the Department of the Interior, the Depart-
ment of Education and the Department of Health and Human
Services. Spring 2005

Indian Gaming: The Committee will continue its ongoing effort
to oversee the many gaming-related difficulties which have arisen
in the implementation of the 1988 Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.
This will include further examination of gaming opportunities that

(71)



72

are being pursued on off-reservation lands. The operation of the
National Indian Gaming Commission created pursuant to the Act
will also receive Committee attention. Spring 2005/Fall 2005—
DONE

Mismanagement of Indian Trust Accounts: The Committee will
review remedial steps taken by the Department of the Interior re-
lating to the mismanagement of Indian Trust accounts. Funds
which tribes and individual tribal members recover from land or
water settlements, treaty provisions, oil or gas leases, hard rock
mineral leases, timber sales, and other sources are deposited into
trust fund accounts managed by the Office of Trust Fund Manage-
ment. Hundreds of thousands of these accounts have not been rec-
onciled and are now the subject of litigation between account own-
er(s) and the Department of the Interior. Fall 2005/Winter 2006—
DONE

Tribal Recognition / Enrollment/Membership: The Committee will
review comprehensive issues relating to the tribal recognition proc-
ess, tribal enrollment and tribal membership. Spring 2005

Regulation Reform: The Committee will review the need for, and
advisability of, reducing and eliminating those federal rules and
regulations falling within its jurisdiction which relate to Native
Americans. Summer 2006—DONE

Tribal Self-Governance: The Committee will oversee the imple-
mentation of “self-governance” agreements under the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act, with a focus on such
agreements in which qualified tribes undertake contracts for cer-
tain management functions of areas under the jurisdiction of the
Department of the Interior. Spring 2005.

INSULAR AREA ISSUES

Budget Overview: The Committee will oversee that portion of the
President’s budget which relates to the insular areas of the United
States, which include 16 United States territories and three freely
associated states. The five principal territories are: American
Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and the
United States Virgin Islands. All but the Northern Marianas have
representation in the House of Representatives. The three freely
associated states are fully self-governing separate republics which
emerged from the islands of the former United Nations Trust terri-
tory of the Pacific Island, which the United States administered.
These are: the Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the
Marshall Islands, and the Republic of Palau. Spring 2005

Regulation Reform: The Committee will review the need for, and
advisability of, reducing and eliminating those federal rules and
regulations falling within its jurisdiction which relate to the insu-
lar areas of the United States. Fall 2005/Winter 2006

Compacts of Free Association: Federal law requires multiple gov-
ernmental entities with the Department of the Interior to assist
with the implementation of the Compacts of Free Association with
the Marshall Islands and the Federated States of Micronesia (P.L.
108-88). The Committee expects to oversee the implementation of
this Public Law and the work undertaken by the Department of
the Interior as it relates to the Joint Economic Management Com-
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mittee and the Joint Economic Management and Financial Ac-
countability Committee. Fall 2005—DONE

General Qversight Activities: The Committee expects to review
the fundamental issues facing each of the territories and freely as-
sociated states: support and development of self-government and
self-determination; economic development and self-sufficiency
through the private sector; accountability of federal funds in areas
like American Samoa and the United States Virgin Islands, where
concerns have been raised; enforcement of federal laws; and man-
agement of limited land and water resources. Winter 2006

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS

Department of the Interior—National Park Service (NPS) and Bu-
reau of Land Management (BLM)

Fiscal Year 2006 Budget: The Committee will conduct its annual
hearing on the budget for National Park Service and the Bureau
of Land Management. Early 2005—DONE

Oversight Hearing on implementation of NPS 2004-2005 Snow-
mobile Rule for Yellowstone and Grand Teton: Conduct an over-
sight hearing at Yellowstone National Park or at the gateway com-
munity of West Yellowstone, Montana, to evaluate the effectiveness
of the first year of the three-year temporary snowmobile rule. Early
2005—DONE

Private Property Rights: As part of the Committee’s extensive
plan to raise the consciousness of property rights as it relates to
its inclusion in Federal legislation, the Committee will conduct an
oversight hearing on the impacts of the National Historic Preserva-
tion Act on private property. Spring 2005—DONE

Oversight Hearing on Wild and Scenic Rivers Act: The purpose
of the hearing is to help the Committee develop a policy for pro-
ceeding with legislation to establish additional wild and scenic
river corridors. Spring 2006

Oversight Hearing on the Congaree National Park, South Caro-
lina: The Congaree National Park was established via the Fiscal
Year 2005 Interior Appropriations bill (previously was known as a
National Monument) During that time frame, the Resources Com-
mittee received over 500 letters from concerned citizens in Richland
County, SC, who opposed designation of the park and the addition
of 4,000 acres. The President of the South Carolina Property Rights
Watch, as well as the President of the Richland County Chapter of
the NAACP testified in the Senate against establishment of the
new designation. Summer/Fall 2005

Border Security for Public Lands: Whose Responsibility Is It?:
Since September 11, 2001, the National Park Service and the Bu-
reau of Land Management have had to absorb costs associated with
required new enforcement responsibilities (i.e., border control, pre-
vent drug running, etc.), for which they have not be formally
trained, nor has it been their mandate to do so. An oversight hear-
ing would focus on the budget impacts of these new responsibilities,
why existing Federal agencies are not performing these tasks, and
when and how these agencies will be reimbursed for these costs.
Summer/Fall 20056—DONE
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Federal Law Enforcement Jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land
Management & Forest Service: Some ranchers and other users of
the public lands are increasingly experiencing problems with law
enforcement. Grazing animals have been confiscated and use of
water has been restricted. Meanwhile, the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment proposed regulations in 2004 aimed at expanding law enforce-
ment authority of federal land managers. Fall 2006—DONE

Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area: Since it was
established, property owners within the boundaries of the National
Recreation Area have experienced problems with the National Park
Service. The hearing would take place within the NRA and would
focus on the sources of ongoing conflict and possible solutions. The
hearing would also provide an opportunity to address potential con-
flict with the proposed Rim of the Valley Study Area. Summer/Fall
2006

Impediments to Recreation Opportunities Throughout the Cali-
fornia Desert Conservation Area: Since the creation of the Cali-
fornia Desert Conservation Area, recreationists—particularly
mechanized users—have come into conflict with the National Park
Service, the Bureau of Land Management and environmentalists
from using the public lands. A hearing would offer the OHV and
other recreationists the opportunity to voice their concerns and
help the Committee develop legislation to improve opportunities in
the Conservation Area. Summer/Fall 2005

Oversight Hearing on the Implementation of the Wild Free-Roam-
ing Horses and Burros Act: The hearing would cover such increas-
ingly controversial issues associated with the long-term manage-
ment of wild horse and burros on public land, such as appropriate
management levels (AML); the BLM Five-Year Reduction Initia-
tive; holding facilities; wild horse and burro adoption program; al-
ternatives to adoption; fertility control efforts, and conflicts with
grazing community. Fall 2006

National Trails System [Condemnation Authority: There are now
over 35,000 miles of federally-designated trails in the country and
there has been little consideration given to the long-term con-
sequences of these designations. For example, the federal govern-
ment has spent about $2 million per mile to acquire the viewshed
along the Appalachian Trail. Further, while most of these trails are
presented largely as volunteer efforts, there is increasing support
within the trail-user community for these trails to be designated as
units of the National Park system, and to receive an annual appro-
priation. The Committee is also interested in the condemnation au-
thority used by NPS to acquire lands along trails, especially the
Appalachian Trail. A number of individual condemnations of pri-
vate property have come to the attention of the Committee which
is very concerned in regard to their necessity. The Committee is
committed to examine and understand the long-term consequences
of the current program, will look at the impacts of expanding the
scope of the national trails system, and examine whether con-
demnation is necessary and appropriate. Early 2006—DONE

Oversight Hearing on the NPS Organic Act and its Implementa-
tion Through the 2001 Management Policies: The NPS Organic Act
established the National Park Service and its purpose to preserve
the resources while providing for enjoyment of the same. The 2001
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Management Policies made it the policy of the NPS that preserva-
tion is its primary mission and that recreation is secondary. These
policies have permeated every action (i.e., management plans, regu-
lations, ete.) of the NPS and continue to cause conflict within the
recreation community. Summer 2005—DONE

NPS Concessions: Hearing would address continued problems
faced by the National Park Service in its implementation of the
1998 National Park Service Concessions Management Improve-
ment Act. Hearing would focus on the “threshold for Preferential
Right of Renewal,” contract extensions, Leasehold Surrender Inter-
est, and franchise fees. Summer 2005

National Park Service Natural Resource Management Policy and
Science Program: The NPS science program was abolished and re-
located to the U.S. Geological Survey in 1994. The effects of the
elimination of the research program place park resources at risk.
In recent reports, the General Accounting Office has noted that the
NPS has inadequate data on the condition of resources entrusted
to its management. More than one-third of threats to park re-
sources have yet to be scientifically evaluated. Insufficient science
within NPS may lead directly to policies which threaten the re-
sources which the agency is charged to protect. This situation is of
greater concern because Congress has been allocating over $210
million per year to the agency for resource stewardship. As a result
of these deficiencies, the 105th Congress passed S. 1693, a com-
prehensive National Parks package which was signed into law No-
vember 13, 1998. Title II of this package (National Park System
Resource Inventory and Management) called for NPS to enhance
management and protection of park resources by providing author-
ity and direction to conduct scientific studies along with a resource
inventory and monitoring program. The Committee intends to con-
duct oversight on the success of this program. Summer/Fall 2006—
DONE

Disposition of the Public Domain: Today, the Bureau of Land
Management administers over 291 million surface acres of public
land and approximately 700 million acres of Federal subsurface
mineral estate in the United States, much of it in the Western
States and Alaska. With the rapid growth of many western cities,
there is a growing need for more land—much of it controlled by the
BLM. The Committee would explore with the BLM ways to expe-
dite the identification and expeditious disposal of lands no longer
serving a public purpose. Fall/Winter 2005

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER

General Background: Many communities throughout the United
States face decreasing water and power supplies due to continuing
drought, impacts stemming from the Endangered Species Act and
lack of adequate funding. Some communities need more storage for
increased power generation and water deliveries while others will
need more transmission capabilities to meet energy needs. The
Committee will continue to devote considerable time and effort into
ensuring that these federal water and power projects are operated
in an efficient manner and maximized to their full generation and
delivery potentials.
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Budget Overview: The Committee will hold a hearing each year
on that portion of the President’s budget proposal falling within its
jurisdiction. This includes the Bureau of Reclamation of the De-
partment of the Interior, the U.S. Geological Survey/Water Re-
sources Division of the Department of the Interior, and the Power
Marketing Administrations of the Department of Energy. March
2005/March 2006—DONE

Water Technology Development: The Committee will hold hear-
ings on various aspects of water technology development that affect
federal water management, reclamation activities, and how to as-
sist the states in water resource planning. Summer 2005—DONE

Department of Energy—Power Marketing Administrations

Federal Power Marketing Administrations (PMA) Budget Over-
view: These PMAs deliver electricity generated at federal dams to
communities throughout the Nation. The Committee will hold an
oversight hearing on the PMAs, focusing on each agency’s budget
issues, how the agencies work with customers, and what role they
can play in grid reliability and in a restructured electricity market-
place. March 2005—DONE

Enhancing Federal Power Generation and Transmission: Al-
though the Committee will focus separately on the budget aspects
of the PMAs, the Committee will also hold an oversight hearing on
solutions to increase federal generation and transmission in the en-
ergy sector. February 2006—DONE

The Endangered Species Act’s Impact on Federal Power: The
Committee will examine how federal power projects are affected by
the Endangered Species Act (ESA). At a time of continuing
drought, population growth and the uncertainties provided by the
ESA, communities are in need of a reliable and lower cost power
supply. This hearing will assess the extent of ESA effects on the
federal power system. Spring 2005—DONE

Power Generation and Transmission Field Hearings: The Com-
mittee plans on holding field hearings in numerous locations to ex-
amine the role of federal power generation and transmission in cer-
tain regions of the Nation.—DONE

Reducing Power Costs in the Desalination Process: The Com-
mittee will examine the obstacles to cost-effective desalination, in-
cluding the electricity costs, which represent over half of the costs
of producing desalinated water. Summer 2005—DONE

Department of the Interior—Bureau of Reclamation

Bureau of Reclamation Project Transfers: The Committee will re-
view the status of the Administration’s effort to transfer certain
Bureau of Reclamation facilities out of federal ownership. Since the
Reclamation program began in the early 1900s there has been an
expectation that many of the Bureau constructed facilities would
ultimately be transferred to the local entities they were built to
serve. As an indication of this objective, Reclamation has turned
over the operation and maintenance responsibilities of nearly 400
of the 600 projects in the western United States to local bene-
ficiaries. However, steps to begin actual transfer of ownership have
been rare and significant progress is needed in this matter. Fall
2005
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Oversight of Colorado River Operations/California Water Alloca-
tion: The Committee will hold hearings on the operation of the en-
tire Colorado River, and the effect of drought on water and power
deliveries and surplus water flows within California and the re-
maining six Colorado River Basin states. Summer 2005

California Bay-Delta (CALFED) Funding and Program Manage-
ment: The Committee will examine the CALFED Program to carry
out restoration, increased water supply, and levee activities in Cali-
fornia’s Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay Delta. The examination will
determine how federal dollars are being spent under the CALFED
Program, and what changes are necessary, to increase water sup-
ply yield, and how to provide regulatory certainty to California
water users under the Program. Fall 2006—DONE

Central Valley Project Improvement Act Implementation: The
Committee will continue to review actions taken by federal and
state agencies to implement the various provisions of the Central
Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA), which was enacted in
1992. The Committee will review the results of the last decade and
opportunities to improve the reliability and water quality of CVP
water deliveries and impacts on the power aspects of the CVP.
Summer 2005—DONE

Water Project Financing: The Committee will review the funding
mechanisms for financing Bureau of Reclamation facilities. In addi-
tion, the Committee will look at alternative financing mechanisms
to develop additional water supplies and rehabilitate current water
projects. Such analysis will include a loan guarantee program. Win-
ter 2006.

Rural Water Projects: The Committee will review the status of
several rural water proposals relating to water supply management
in the Western United States. Winter 2006

States Rights in Water Allocation: The Committee will examine
federal actions, such as the reallocation of water for endangered
fish species, and efforts to establish federal reserved water rights
within western states. Winter 2006

Oversight of the Salton Sea: The Committee will continue to mon-
itor proposals that are being developed to restore the Salton Sea.
Spring 2006

Safety of Dams: The Bureau of Reclamation has its own stand-
ards for safety of dams under its jurisdiction, and does its own
safety inspections. Dam safety and site security issues have been
raised following the terrorist attacks of 9/11. An oversight hearing
may be held to evaluate the public risk throughout the Bureau of
Reclamation’s inventory of 358 program dams, and the role of the
project beneficiaries in the planning of any proposed dam modifica-
tion and site security activities. Winter 2006

Indian Water Right Settlements: The Committee will analyze the
broad impacts of Indian water rights and articulate the statutory,
regulatory, and judicial history of implied federal reserved water
rights. Ongoing

Oversight of Klamath Basin: Conflicts among federal water serv-
ice contractors, Native Americans and environmental issues have
created challenges for the Bureau of Reclamation for managing
water deliveries in the Klamath River Basin of Oregon and Cali-
fornia. The Committee will continue to examine federal actions re-
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lated to water deliveries in the Klamath Basin. Summer 2005—
DONE

Department of the Interior—U.S. Geologic Survey/Water Resource
Division
Program Management within the Water Resources Division of the
USGS: The Committee will review the programs within the Water
Resources Division to determine if there are areas where better co-
ordination can be encouraged with other state and federal agencies.
Winter 2006
Water Treatment Technologies: The Committee will hold hearings
on various water treatment technologies currently being developed
which will enhance water reclamation and reuse activities, as well

as salinity control efforts throughout the United States. Summer
2005

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES AND OCEANS

Budget Review: The Committee will hold an oversight hearing on
the President’s Fiscal Year 2006 and Fiscal Year 2007 budget rec-
ommendations for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), and certain “wet” pro-
grams of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA). Winter 2005/Winter 2006—DONE

Department of the Interior—U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS)

National Wildlife Refuge System: This system is comprised of fed-
eral lands that have been acquired for the conservation and en-
hancement of fish and wildlife. Totaling about 94 million acres, the
system provides habitat for hundreds of fish and wildlife species,
including more than 165 species listed under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. The system is currently comprised of 545 refuges, which
are located in all 50 states and the five territories. During the
105th Congress, the landmark National Wildlife Refuge System
Improvement Act of 1997 was enacted. This Act established for the
first time an organic statute for our refuge system. The Committee
intends to review the status of the required comprehensive con-
servation plans for each refuge and whether these plans are deny-
ing legitimate access for various users. During the past few years,
a growing list of individuals have been denied the opportunity to
visit, operate amateur radios, fly model airplanes and jog within
various refuge units. Spring 2005—DONE

National Wildlife Refuge System Maintenance Backlog: The Com-
mittee has conducted several oversight hearings on the mainte-
nance backlog affecting our National Wildlife Refuge System. As a
result of these hearings and the public exposure they generated,
the Bush Administration has placed a higher priority on reducing
this backlog. The Committee leadership has also been successful in
convincing members of the Appropriations Committee to take sig-
nificant steps to pay down this backlog. For instance, the backlog
has been reduced from nearly $1 billion to about $660 million. In
FY ’05, Congress appropriated $91.7 million for the refuge mainte-
nance account. These funds will be used to repair or rebuild visi-
tors centers, observation towers, roads, bridges, dams, canals, and
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water management structures. It is appropriate to reexamine the
progress that is being made to further reduce the maintenance
backlog and to assess whether other innovative approaches, like an
increased use of volunteer labor, would help to revitalize this vast
system of public lands. Spring 2005

Concession Properties in the National Wildlife Refuge System:
The Secretary of the Interior retains title to certain buildings at
various National Wildlife Refuge units that are rented by conces-
sionaires that provide services to refuge visitors. Based on a 2002
survey, it appears there are about fifty refuge units that have var-
ious concession type services. In many instances, buildings within
these units are in a state of disrepair and neither the Fish and
Wildlife Service nor the concessionaires have the current legal au-
thority to remedy this situation. The Committee will try to deter-
mine what is the best solution to fix this problem. Summer 2005—
DONE

National Fish Hatchery System: There are currently 69 national
fish hatcheries that produce and distribute 150 million fish and 120
million fish eggs this year for recovery, restoration, mitigation and
special conservation activities nationwide. The value of these prod-
ucts is over $5 billion. These hatcheries also assist in the recovery
of federal listed species that have recovery plans. Regrettably, the
vast majority of these hatcheries are more than 50 years old and
they required extensive annual maintenance. This oversight hear-
ing will focus on the physical condition of these hatcheries and the
current authorities and goals of the various federally-funded hatch-
ery programs. Summer 2005—DONE

Migratory Bird Population Overabundance: For the past four
years, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service has been examining ways
to effectively deal with the population explosion of double crested
cormorants, Mid-Continent Light Geese and resident Canada geese.
The populations of these species have so dramatically increased
that they are causing serious problems in terms of habitat destruc-
tion, human health concerns and negative impacts on both aqua-
culture facilities and Great Lake fisheries. The Committee will
carefully review each of the Service’s solutions on these three mi-
gratory bird populations. Summer 2005

Non-Indigenous Species: The Committee will continue its ongoing
efforts to address the problems caused by non-indigenous, non-na-
tive and exotic species. These invasive species, in some cases intro-
duced intentionally, are causing problems to commercial fisheries,
effecting habitat for native species, causing native species to de-
cline, undermining flood control projects, and are affecting busi-
nesses which rely on clean water intake. Fall 2005

Asian Carp: The Committee, as part of its continuing oversight
over invasive species programs, will review efforts to contain the
spread of Asian carp into the Great Lakes. Several species of carp
have been spreading throughout the Midwest and into river sys-
tems which feed into the Great Lakes. Of particular concern is a
“jumping” carp which has caused numerous injuries to boaters.
These fish jump out of the water when startled by things like en-
gine noises and have caused injury to boaters when struck by the
airborne fish. Fall 2006—DONE
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Southern Sea Otter Recovery Efforts: The Department of the Inte-
rior listed this species as endangered under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. At the time of listing, the USFWS proposed the establish-
ment of an experimental population that would be moved from its
normal range to protect the population from any potential oil spill.
This experimental population has now caused conflicts with some
commercial fisheries because animals have left the management
zone and the Service has not followed through with their commit-
ment to recapture these animals. The Committee will continue to
investigate why the Fish and Wildlife Service has been unable to
meet its statutory obligation and how these conflicts can be allevi-
ated in the future. Winter 2006

Department of the Interior—Minerals Management Service

Artificial Reef/Rigs-to-Reefs: In recent years, there has been an
increasing number of oil and gas platforms, particularly in the Gulf
of Mexico, that are scheduled to be decommissioned and removed
in the near future. These facilities have become fish aggregating
devices and may be beneficial to fisheries recruitment. This over-
sight hearing will examine whether man-made structures can be
considered essential fish habitat and whether the existing laws
governing the removal of platforms should be revised to allow these
structures to serve their habitat function or as research facilities.
Summer 2005

Department of Commerce—National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS)

Recommendations of the President on the U.S. Commission on
Ocean Policy: President Bush has submitted his recommendations
to Congress on the more than 200 suggestions approved by the U.S.
Commission on Ocean Policy. These Commission ideas include pro-
posed action on NOAA governance, ocean-land-atmosphere connec-
tions, Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act reforms, coral reef protection, marine protected areas, multiple
use management, marine biodiversity, ecosystem-based manage-
ment, best available science and funding requirements. The Com-
mittee will conduct one or more oversight hearings on these rec-
ommendations and will review whether existing or new laws are
necessary to address our nation’s oceans policy. Winter 2005

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
Reauthorization: The Committee will be conducting several hear-
ings on the reauthorization of this landmark law that affects both
commercial and recreational fishermen throughout this nation.
This hearing will focus on the issue of scientific information avail-
able to the Regional Fishery Management Councils and how this
scientific information is evaluated and peer reviewed. Spring
2005—DONE

Marine Mammal Protection Act Amendments: The MMPA estab-
lishes protections for marine mammals taken incidentally in com-
mercial fishing operations and for marine mammals held in cap-
tivity. The Committee will continue its oversight efforts regarding
changes to the definition of harassment, the permitting process,
and fishery interactions. The authorization expired on September
30, 1999. Spring 2005
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International Fisheries and Marine Mammal Treaty Implementa-
tion: There are several treaties which have been signed by the
United States which will require Congressional review and will
need domestic implementing legislation. These may include the
U.S.-Russia Polar Bear Agreement, the U.S.-Canada Agreement on
Pacific Whiting, and the Convention on the Conservation and Man-
agement of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Cen-
tral Pacific Ocean. In addition, the Committee will look at other ex-
isting treaties and agreements. Summer 2005—DONE

Gulf of Mexico Red Snapper Fishery Management: The manage-
ment of red snapper in the Gulf of Mexico remains a highly conten-
tious issue. There has been debate over the stock assessments, re-
building targets and schedules, and allocations among user groups
for years, leading to Congressionally-mandated independent re-
views of NMFS’s science and decisions. In addition, the Gulf of
Mexico Fishery Management Council is reviewing options for an
Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) management system for this fish-
ery. The Committee will review each of these issues. Fall 2005

Chesapeake Bay Opyster Recovery Program: The Committee has
held numerous hearings on native oyster recovery efforts and plans
by the States of Virginia and Maryland to introduce non-native
oysters to the Chesapeake Bay. This would be a follow-up oversight
hearing to examine the current state of the native oyster recovery
efforts and funding and the highly contentious effort to introduce
non-native Asian oysters into the Chesapeake Bay. Winter 2005

Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act
Reauthorization: The Committee will be conducting several over-
sight hearings on the reauthorization of this landmark law that af-
fects both commercial and recreational fishermen throughout this
nation. This hearing will focus on the ability of fishery managers
to implement ecosystem-based fisheries management or ecosystem
approaches to fisheries management. This hearing will review
progress already being made to incorporate this type of multi-spe-
cies management and will also including a review of what scientific
information is still needed by fishery managers to implement this
type of management. Winter 2005—DONE

Shrimp Economic Disaster Issues: Recent trade cases against
countries exporting shrimp products to the U.S. have highlighted
the precarious economic viability of the domestic shrimp harvesting
industry. Hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico in 2004 have made the
economic conditions even worse. Spring 2006

Aquaculture: This oversight hearing will focus on which agencies
have a role in permitting open ocean aquaculture activities and
whether legislation is needed to clarify those authorities. It may
also examine whether statutory restrictions are necessary to regu-
late off-shore aquaculture and aquaculture research activities.
Summer 2006

NMFS Lawsuits: The National Marine Fisheries Service has
been overwhelmed by lawsuits and is unable to conduct necessary
research and other management activities due to these lawsuits.
The Committee will examine this issue, especially in the context of
the budget request for the agency. Summer 2006

Seafood Labeling Issues: The issue of seafood labeling has began
to attract an increasing amount of attention over the last few
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years. This hearing will examine labeling issues including eco-la-
beling, Country-of-Origin Labeling, wild harvest and aquaculture
labels, and organic labeling for seafood. Fall 2006

Saltonstall-Kennedy Program: The Saltonstall-Kennedy Grant
Program is administered by the National Marine Fisheries Service
and is used to provide grants for fisheries research and develop-
ment projects. Funding is provided by the Department of Agri-
culture as a percentage of the gross receipts collected on imported
fish and fish products. All grant projects undergo technical and in-
dustry review and are encouraged to have a cost-sharing compo-
nent. A number of concerns have been raised about the selection
of priorities for projects, the review of potential grants, and the
awarding of grants. The Committee will review the amount re-
ceived and granted under this program. Fall 2006

Department of Commerce—National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA)

NOAA Organic Act: Unlike many other federal agencies, NOAA
does not have an “organic act” which defines its roles, structures
and general authorities. Legislation has been proposed to provide
this structure and the Committee will examine what NOAA should
look like in the future as a part of this discussion. Spring 2005

Marine Protected Areas (MPAs): The Committee will examine the
existing authorities under numerous statutes for creating marine
protected or marine managed areas. These areas have been des-
ignated for a different reasons and under different authorities and
efforts to link these designations under an umbrella authority have
been proposed. The Committee will examine whether existing des-
ignations have been effective in achieving their stated goals,
whether existing designation authorities are adequate or con-
flicting, and whether new statutory authority is necessary to clarify
the need to base these designations on scientific information. Fall
2005

National Marine Sanctuaries Program Reauthorization: The
Committee will examine issues relating to the implementation of
the 1972 National Marine Sanctuaries Act including resource con-
flicts, funding levels, preparation and implementation of long-term
management plans. The Act’s authorization for appropriations ex-
pires on September 30, 2005. Winter 2005

Ocean Observation Systems Authorization: The U.S. has been de-
veloping regional ocean observation systems to collect physical, geo-
logical, chemical, and biological parameters for the oceans and the
coasts. However, there is a need for an integrated national ocean
observation system. The Committee held one hearing on how to in-
tegrate the regional systems to develop a national system. The
Committee will continue to examine the issue and develop legisla-
tion to authorize a national program. Fall 2006—DONE

Mapping and Charting Program: In the last twenty years, ad-
vances in computer technology have caused dramatic leaps forward
in marine navigation technology. Satellite-based Differential Global
Positioning Systems and the ability to monitor real-time and cur-
rent data hold the promise of significant economic efficiencies. Un-
fortunately, we can only exploit those efficiencies if we have accu-
rate, up-to-date nautical charts. Many of these charts are based on
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data collected in the 19th century. As a result, the accuracy of this
information is totally insufficient for today’s larger ships and ad-
vanced navigation capabilities. The Committee will evaluate efforts
to modernize our nautical charts and to try to determine the level
of federal investment that is necessary to ensure the safe passage
of vessels using various U.S. ports. Fall 2006

Coral Reef Conservation and Management: Legislation was en-
acted in 2000 as a lifeline for coral reef ecosystems. It authorized
$16 million per year to finance coral reef assistance grants. These
grants are used to protect and restore coral reef ecosystems; map
the location of coral reefs; research factors that cause the loss of
coral reefs and promote safe waterborne navigation. In addition,
the Department of the Interior has designated National Wildlife
Refuges in state and federal waters for the protection of coral reefs
while the Department of Commerce currently has management au-
thority for corals and fisheries in coral reef areas under the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. The
Committee will examine whether this dual management for coral
reefs is causing conflict and will examine whether the current
grant program has been effective in protecting coral reefs. Spring
2005—DONE

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES

Budget Oversight: The Committee oversees four Interior Depart-
ment agencies, and programs in one other: U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS), Office of Surface Mining (OSM), Minerals Management
Service (MMS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), and the min-
erals and geology program of the Forest Service (USDA). The Com-
mittee will examine these agencies’ programs for efficiencies,
streamlining, privatization opportunities, and otherwise stream-
lining research programs.—DONE

Department of the Interior—Energy and Mining Issue

Energy and Minerals Policies—General: The energy and minerals
industries provide the foundation upon which our economy is built.
The consuming industries—manufacturing, healthcare, tele-
communications, chemicals, etc.—are heavily dependent on a sta-
ble, reliable and affordable supply of energy and minerals to deliver
their goods and services to the American public. Yet the country’s
trade deficit in energy is more than 25% of our total balance of pay-
ments, and continues to increase at a rapid rate. Additionally,
America’s growing dependence on foreign sources of energy and
minerals continues to threaten domestic resources security as
worldwide demand for natural resources increases significantly in
developing countries with burgeoning economies such as China and
India that continue to lock-up available global supplies. The Com-
mittee will be looking at the country’s energy and minerals policies
and how they affect the consuming industries such as healthcare,
manufacturing, agricultural, and chemical, the U.S. energy and
minerals security, and the viability of the domestic energy and
minerals industries. 2005/2006—DONE

Comprehensive National Energy Policy: The Committee will per-
form necessary oversight to support passage of an Energy Bill that
addresses the economic and national security needs of the country



84

théough comprehensive national energy policy. Winter 2005—
DONE

National Minerals Policy: The last time the Congress acted on
major minerals and materials legislation was in 1980. The Com-
mittee proposes to provide oversight on the need for a revitalized
National Minerals Policy for the 21st Century. The Committee
would like to continue to build on Congress’ national minerals pol-
icy record with additional oversight hearings focusing on the eco-
nomic and national security implications of minerals policy and its
impacts on other industries. The Committee would identify those
issues that a revitalized minerals policy would require to promote
domestic manufacturing and sound economic policy. The Com-
mittee would highlight the current impediments to minerals pro-
duction in the U.S. and look at policy changes that would improve
access to minerals on federal lands. Oversight activities would take
place throughout the year. Spring/Summer/Fall 2006—DONE

Abandoned Mine Lands Reclamation Reauthorization: Under the
abandoned mined land reclamation provisions of the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA), a reclamation
fee is levied on every ton of coal mined in the nation, irrespective
of the ownership of the coal rights, to replenish an abandoned mine
lands (AML) trust fund for the restoration of pre-1977 abandoned
coal mines. Fee collection authority was set to expire on September
30, 2004, but was extended through a short-term CR and once
again to June 30, 2005, through the Interior Appropriations provi-
sions of the FY2005 omnibus appropriations bill. An enormous in-
ventory of priority projects remain, especially in Appalachian
states. Furthermore, Congress has deemed that a portion of the in-
terest generated by the fund is to be used to pay premiums of cer-
tain retired coal miners and their spouses who were guaranteed
lifetime healthcare benefits in nationwide coal wage agreements
signed from 1950 and later. Reform of SMCRA is necessary to
achieve the reclamation goals envisioned by Congress as well as
keeping the healthcare guarantee to retirees. Furthermore, the
states with coal production were assured that not less than half of
the AML fees collected from mines within their borders would be
returned to that state for AML programs, yet over three-fourths of
a billion dollars assigned to the 23 states and tribes with modern
production remains in the Treasury unappropriated to these states.
AML fund interest is not assigned to the “state share” balance;
therefore, the states are penalized by the lack of full appropriations
because the dollars returned in reclamation grants are worth far
less decades after the funds should have been returned. Winter
2005—DONE

Oversight on Leasing and Permitting on Federal Lands: The
Committee intends to perform numerous oversight functions on
leasing and permitting for energy and minerals on federal lands.
The Committee wants to focus on the current impediments to en-
ergy and minerals development on federal lands and concentrate on
where the flaws are in the current system and how to correct them.
The Committee has an on-going study request with GAO on the op-
portunities and occurrences for litigation over development of en-
ergy on federal lands. The Committee plans to take the study to
Interior and USFS to show them the extent of the problem and
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work with them to reform the current system to reduce the oppor-
tunities for future litigation over leasing and permitting on federal
lands. Spring/Summer 2005

Ongoing Energy Initiatives: In general, the Committee plans to
perform rigorous oversight on BLM, MMS and USFS over their
leasing and permitting practices, their adherence to the President’s
Executive Orders on energy (EOS 13211 and 13212) and their over-
all strategy to boost domestic energy production. The Committee
will continue to identify U.S. policies and the link between access
to energy resources and the economy, jobs and consuming public.

The Committee will focus on the terms and conditions (including
royalties and regulatory climate) of producing energy on federal
lands in the U.S. and compare these conditions with those in other
nations around the world that are more successful in attracting en-
ergy developers. Additionally, the Committee will examine the role
of conventional energy resources in the development of the hydro-
gen economy. The Committee also plans to examine successes in
reclamation of energy development sites as well as technological,
environmental and efficiency improvements associated with mod-
ern energy exploration and production practices. Summer/Fall 2005

Bonding and Financial Capacity in the Mining Industries: Since
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, the existing bonding (insurance) system
used by the industries and government has been broken. There re-
main only two companies interested in servicing the mining bond
market. This system needs to be strengthened should the U.S. seek
to continue to encourage domestic investment in minerals produc-
tion. The lack of access to surety bonds and other bonds (often re-
quired to operate energy and minerals projects on federal lands)
are hurting development of domestic resources by absorbing the
limited amounts of capital available to the industries. The Com-
mittee wants to look at the bonding crisis and current bonding re-
quirements to determine their impact on industry and determine
whether or not a better system can be developed to mitigate risk
for companies operating on federal lands. The Committee will look
at issues affecting the ability of domestic operators to raise and uti-
lize capital for domestic exploration and production operations.
Summer/Fall 2005

Oil Shale, Tar Sands, Heavy Oil: Vast domestic resources of oil
shale, tar sands, and heavy oil have been known to exist for dec-
ades, yet very little of these resources are any closer to production
than they were in 1975. The Committee will examine recent re-
ports showing significant resource potential in the U.S. with a
focus on improving the federal leasing system and providing incen-
tives to develop these resources. Winter/Spring/Summer 2005—
DONE

Oceans Policy: The Committee’s jurisdiction over the nation’s oil,
natural gas and other mineral resources on the Outer Continental
Shelf (OCS) in federal offshore waters extends out some 200+ nau-
tical miles. The treatment by the Committee of a national oceans
policy will have great impact on the development of energy and
minerals in the federal OCS. Currently, about 30 percent of the oil
and 23 percent of the gas produced domestically comes from these
federal waters. In general, the Committee plans to participate in
the Committee’s examination of a national oceans policy as it re-
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lates to energy and minerals development in federal waters. The
Committee wants to help examine the impacts of a national oceans
policy on the country’s ability to continue responsible production
and extraction of oil, natural gas, and minerals on the federal OCS.
Additionally, the Committee will examine the issue of revenue
sharing and offshore boundaries as they relate to States. Timeline
dependent on Full Committee.—DONE

North American Energy Plan: The EIA has projected that world
oil consumption will increase by more than 50% by 2025. Scientific
and technical reports have shown that North America (Canada,
Mexico, and the U.S.) possesses the oil and natural gas resources
necessary to become energy independent by 2025. The Committee
plans to explore the potential for coordinated action among these
three countries necessary to achieve that result. Winter/Spring/
Summer 2005—DONE

Energy and Mineral Development on Tribal Lands: The Com-
mittee believes the potential for energy and mineral resources de-
velopment on tribal lands will become increasingly important as
domestic energy and mineral resource development needs increase.
The Committee plans to examine successful and ongoing energy
and mineral development on tribal lands. Summer/Fall 2005

Military Lands and Energy and Mineral Issues: The Committee
has found that U.S. military installations have different leasing
policies for different lands within the same installation. The result
is that significant energy and mineral resources are not being
made available for development. The extent of this problem is un-
known and the Committee therefore plans to examine existing re-
source development management practices on U.S. military lands,
much of whose subsurface mineral estate is under the control of
the Committee, with an eye toward assessing energy potential on
these lands where not inconsistent with military mission, and look
at a shared revenues regime with the military to develop this re-
source potential. Fall 2005/Winter 2006

Energy and Mineral Workforce and Related Issues: The well-doc-
umented aging of the energy and minerals workforce is a potential
crisis in the making for the viability of the industries they serve.
The Committee has been working with stakeholders and the De-
partment of Labor to examine the impacts this aging workforce
(and subsequent lack of a “farm team” to replace aging workers)
could have on the security of our domestic supplies of energy and
minerals. The Committee will continue to examine the status of the
Energy and Minerals Workforce as it relates to the well-being and
viability of our domestic energy and minerals security. The Com-
mittee will examine the role played by the federal government in
fostering training and education in the energy and minerals indus-
tries. The role of the federal government in supporting University-
level research also will be examined. Summer/Fall 2005

Alternative /| Renewable Energy: An increase in the use of alter-
native and renewable energy sources will be needed to help broad-
en the nation’s energy portfolio. The Committee will continue to ex-
amine impediments to alternative energy production on federal
lands and plan to use the success of H.R. 4513 (Renewable Energy
Project Siting Improvement Act) as one of the avenues to move this
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process forward. These energy sources include, but are not limited
to, wind, solar, geothermal and tidal forces. Winter/Spring 2005

Impact of EPA Policies on Resources Development: The Com-
mittee will examine the Committee’s oversight role for EPA in
“matters involving mining regulation and enforcement . . . rec-
lamation of mined lands . . . environmental effects of mining, and
. . . long-range mineral programs. . . .” Fall 2005/Winter 2006—
DONE

United States Geological Survey: The Committee will examine
the need to update old/existing energy and minerals basin maps as
well as create new maps for potential new resource basins in the
U.S. Additionally, the Committee plans to examine the waiver proc-
ess regarding volcanic activity monitoring equipment siting in wil-
derness areas. Spring 2006

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FORESTS AND FOREST HEALTH

Budget Overview: The Committee will oversee that portion of the
President’s budget which relates to national forest lands.

Department of Agriculture—U.S. Forest Service

Healthy Forests Initiative (HFI): Following two decades of in-
creasing wildfire activity and immediately following one of the larg-
est and most destructive fire seasons in the last half-century, Presi-
dent George W. Bush unveiled the Healthy Forests Initiative in the
fall of 2002. The Initiative streamlined certain analysis procedures
and gave the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management
the authority to enter into long-term stewardship contracts with
private entities. To date, the Forest Service has taken advantage
of HFI and is engaged in many projects under its authorities. The
Committee will conduct oversight on these administrative proce-
dures and projects, while continuing to review opportunities to loos-
en burdensome procedural constraints on land managers grappling
with the wildfire and restoration crisis.—DONE

Healthy Forests Restoration Act (HFRA): With 3,361 homes and
over 700,000 acres in Southern California burned in the fall of
2003, Congress passed the Healthy Forests Restoration Act
(HFRA). Title I (Hazardous Fuels) of the HFRA included many new
tools for both the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment to use for fuels reduction and fire prevention. An expedited
environmental review process was created to allow for projects to
be developed and implemented in a timelier manner for the pri-
mary purpose of protecting communities from catastrophic wildfire.
Priority was given to hazardous fuels reduction in the wildland
urban interface. The law also streamlines the appeals process and
requires judges to balance the harms of inaction (such as a wild-
fire) as compared to the proposed action. Other titles in the law in-
clude biomass, insects and disease, watershed forestry assistance,
and a new forest reserve program. In the past year, Title I of
HFRA was funded and is in the process of being implemented. In
its first year, both the BLM and Forest Service surpassed their tar-
gets for acres treated, though some regions performed much better
than others. In addition, the remaining titles of HFRA, for the
most part, have yet to be implemented and many are in need of



88

adequate funding. The Committee will hold oversight hearings on
implementation of all titles of HFRA.

Post-Catastrophic Event Restoration: While HFRA was passed to
address the mitigation of catastrophic wildfire, post-fire restoration
is still hampered by procedural gridlock. Millions of acres burned
by wildfire in the past couple of years have yet to be restored and
reforested, not to mention other forests devastated by blow-down,
insect infestation, hurricanes and other natural disasters. The For-
est Service has a massive reforestation backlog, generally due to a
lack of money that was once supplied by a sustainable timber pro-
gram. The lack of funding coupled with a burdensome decision-
making process has left millions of acres destined to become
brushfields or mono-species forests. For example, the Biscuit Fire
in Southern Oregon burned roughly 500,000 acres, yet the Forest
Service plans to reforest and restore only about 31,000 acres. Con-
sequently, legislation is needed to remove some of the barriers to
forest restoration. At the request of the Committee, the GAO will
release a study on the reforestation and restoration backlog in
early 2005. The Committee will address this issue through hear-
ings and possible legislation.—DONE

Biomass: The HFRA authorizes expedited fuels reduction projects
on 20 million acres of public lands. As fuels reduction projects in-
crease, a huge amount of small diameter wood and woody debris
will be removed from the forest with little chance of ever being uti-
lized. This material is expensive to remove and transport, but, as
energy prices escalate, there is an enormous potential for afford-
able woody biomass energy production. Additionally, woody bio-
mass can also be utilized for furniture, building materials,
shavings, packaging, etc. The development of woody biomass mar-
kets and infrastructure would aid the Forest Service with the ex-
pensive task of paying for fuels reduction while also restoring the
nation’s forests. While the HFRA does include a biomass title, it
does little to address the size and scope of woody materials that
should be coming out of forests. The Committee will work with the
Energy and Commerce Committee to include woody biomass provi-
sions in the upcoming energy bill (including provisions already in-
cluded in the 108th Congress energy bill), will introduce legislation,
and conduct hearings on the issue.—DONE

Tribal Forests Protection Act: In 2003, 20 Indian reservations
were invaded by catastrophic fires from nearby federal lands. In
southern California 11 reservations were burned, two completely,
and a number of lives were tragically lost. As a result, Chairman
Pombo introduced the Tribal Forest Protection Act and it became
law in 2004. This legislation allows tribes to engage in fuels reduc-
tion projects on adjacent Forest Service or Bureau of Land Manage-
ment land therefore reducing the threat of catastrophic wildfire
and helping to protect their land. The Forest Service is currently
working on putting the program together, but to date, no projects
have been proposed. The Committee will conduct oversight hear-
ings and continue encouraging the use of the authorities provided
in this law. In addition, the Committee will work with tribes to
hold an oversight hearing on the successes of tribal forestry.

Roadless Area Management Regulations: In the waning hours of
the Clinton Administration, the U.S. Forest Service issued new reg-
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ulations that set aside nearly 60 million acres of National Forest
System lands (nearly one-third of the entire National Forest Sys-
tem) from most forms of access, use, enjoyment and management.
The regulations are known informally as the Roadless Area Rule.
Since the rule was finalized, it has been subject to lawsuits in Alas-
ka, Idaho, Utah, North Dakota, Wyoming and the District of Co-
lumbia. In June of 2003 a federal court struck down the rule stat-
ing it violated the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
the Wilderness Act. In July of 2004, the Forest Service issued its
new proposed rule addressing inventoried roadless areas. The rule
allows governors to work with the Forest Service and communities
to develop rules for preserving roadless areas in their states. Gov-
ernors would then petition the Secretary of Agriculture and each
state rule would be subject to NEPA analysis and public comment.
Recently the public comment period was extended. The Forest
Service is currently reviewing those comments.

Forest Health: Insect and disease problems plague nearly 60 mil-
lion acres of forest land nationwide, potentially causing irreversible
damage to entire watersheds and even regions. From spruce beetle
infestations in Colorado to a renewed attack from the southern
pine beetle in the Southeast, from Asian long-horned beetle activity
in the Northeast to widespread hardwood decline in the Southern
Appalachians and the disruption of historic fire regimes in the In-
land West, serious problems abound that cannot be addressed by
inaction. Research programs must be continued and, in some cases,
expanded, while application of forest health treatments must be
greatly accelerated. Title IV of the HFRA addressed some of these
concerns, but has yet to be adequately implemented. Continued
oversight and a possible hearing will be necessary to ensure agency
progress on these issues.—DONE

Forest Planning Rules and Land Management Decisions: The Na-
tional Forest Management Act requires the development, periodic
revision and amendment of the planning documents that govern
the Nation’s 155 national forests and 20 grasslands. Existing plans
for these lands were developed under regulations adopted in 1982.
In 2000, under the Clinton Administration, new planning regula-
tions were drafted, but the U.S. Forest Service halted implementa-
tion, as agency officials feared they could not be effectively imple-
mented due to their cost and complexity. In November 2002, the
Forest Service released a new planning rule, which was finalized
and then released in December of 2004. Namely the rule would use
an Environmental Management System (EMS), a tool widely used
by both the public and private sector, to improve performance and
accountability during the planning process. EMS’s require inde-
pendent audits that would evaluate whether desired results identi-
fied in forest plans were achieved. The rule also emphasizes mean-
ingful public involvement, sustainability, use of science, and moni-
toring and evaluation. In addition, the proposal provides forest
managers with more flexibility to tailor analyses to the specific
characteristics and challenges presented by their forests and grass-
lands. Finally, it also eliminates certain procedural requirements
and redundancies in the planning process. It is estimated that with
the new planning rules forests will complete their plans in 2-3
years rather than 5-7 under the old rules.
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Forest Service Accountability: Fiscal Year 2002 marks the first
time that the U.S. Forest Service received a clean audit from the
Office of Inspector General. However, the General Accounting Of-
fice (GAO) still ranks the U.S. Forest Service high on its list of
agencies at high risk of waste, fraud and abuse. Additionally,
measuring performance of the agency’s program activities has been
problematic. The Committee with the assistance of the GAO will
focus on the longstanding problem and progress made in address-
ing both financial management and performance measures of the
agency.

Appeals Reform: The Forest Service is the only land management
agency that has an administrative appeals process enshrined in
statute for all project level activities—the Appeals Reform Act
(ARA). The Chief of the Forest Service and others have said that
ARA is a flawed procedure that places a premium on conflict rather
than up-front participation and collaboration. The ARA should be
reviewed and new procedures developed to reform this cumbersome
process, making public involvement more effective and improving
agency decision-making.

Access for Recreation and Private Property Inholdings: As recre-
ation on national forests has become increasingly important to the
American public, congressional oversight is needed to ensure that
all interested groups and organizations are allowed input and given
proper recourse concerning application of any new recreation poli-
cies. The Committee will examine this in an oversight hearing and
will continue to work with recreation groups to ensure proper ac-
cess to public lands.—DONE

County Payments: The “Secure Rural Schools and Community
Self-Determination Act of 2000,” has unprecedented provisions al-
lowing for community involvement on Bureau of Land Management
and Forest Service lands. The law restores much-needed funding
for rural schools and roads once provided by an active timber man-
agement program. It also provides funds and procedures for com-
munity Resource Advisory Committees (RACs) to implement
projects on public lands that meet certain criteria. RACs have be-
come one of the few successful tools used to bring once polarized
interests to the table to agree on natural resource management.
This legislation expires in 2006 and would have a devastating im-
pact to many rural communities if not reauthorized. The Com-
mittee will continue to work with interested members of Congress
in the House as well as the Senate on hearings and reauthoriza-
tion.

Fire Suppression Funding: The Forest Service and other fire sup-
pression agencies have experienced chronic funding shortfalls in
fire suppression budgets. These borrowing activities have had a
substantial adverse affect on a broad range of other program areas
in the Forest Service, as the agency has been forced to borrow out
of everything from recreational programs to the hazardous fuels re-
duction program. Last year the Committee helped to successfully
include language in the budget as well as the appropriations omni-
bus to provide an additional $500 million for fire suppression
through a flexible spending cap. This year, the Committee will once
again work with the Budget and Appropriations Committee to ad-
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dress this problem. A permanent solution to the problem is still
needed and will also be examined.—DONE

Grazing: As Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management
grazing permits are eliminated and buyout programs gain support,
public land ranchers are threatened to go out of business. Lack of
funding for the range program and administration, lack of moni-
toring, drought, and a backlog of needed environmental analysis re-
quired under NEPA has led to a decline in grazing on public lands.
The Committee will address the various issues affecting public
lands grazing through oversight hearings and possible legisla-
tion.—DONE
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