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Remarks in a Telephone
Conversation With Senators George
Mitchell and Jim Sasser and an
Exchange With Reporters

March 25, 1993

Russia

Q. Does the situation now appear to have
eased in Russia to you, Mr. President?

The Vice President. | don't think this is
a press conference.

The President. | don’t know. | hope so.

[At this point, the telephone call began.]

Senator Mitchell. Hello?

The President. Senator?

Senator Mitchell. Yes.

The President. How are you doing?

Senator Mitchell. We're doing fine. How
are you doing?

The President. Well, I'm doing a lot bet-
ter, thanks to you.

Senator Mitchell. No, thanks to Jim Sas-
ser, who is sitting right here with me and
on the line, too.

Senator Sasser. Hey, Mr. President, I'm
on this party line, also.

The President. Hello, Senator Sasser.

Senator Sasser. How are you doing?
We're doing terrific here.

The President. The Vice President’s here
with me, and we just wanted to thank you
for the work you've done. This is a great,
great day.

Senator Sasser. It certainly is. And we
want to thank you, I do, particularly, for the
help that you gave us in moving this resolu-
tion through the committee and off the floor.
We had 56 amendments, and the truth is that
not a single number changed in that budget
resolution on any of those amendments. And
we couldn’t have done it without your help.

The President. Well, we were glad to do
it. | believe, and | think the American people
believe, that this is really an historic moment.
Finally, we've done something to break the
gridlock and to bring the deficit down and
to create new jobs through investment. It's
a remarkable achievement. And | know we've
got a lot of work still to do, but the fact that
the Senate and the House have both passed
these budget resolutions, it’s really astonish-
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ing this early. And I'm just amazed, because
we all know what a hard road you had to
hoe. | can't tell you how much I admire you
and how grateful I am to both of you.

Senator Sasser. You're very kind to say
that, and | very much appreciate it. | might
say that this is the earliest time in my mem-
ory—the majority leader may know another
time—but this is the earliest time in my
memory that we passed a budget resolution
here in the Senate. And we’re proud of that
and proud of your help on getting it done.

And tell the Vice President we sure appre-
ciate him coming over here and giving us en-
couragement.

The Vice President. Well, I'm on the line,
Jim, and thank you very much. You did a
fantastic job. George, | think Jim is right.
This is the earliest in history that a new budg-
et has passed. And I've been hearing from
a lot of people about how effective you all
were in the caucus meeting in the conference
a couple of days ago. The unity among
Democratic Senators has been just remark-
able and has made this whole thing possible.
So, Mr. Leader, congratulations to you, and
to you, Jim.

Senator Mitchell. Thank you very much,
Mr. Vice President. We really do appreciate
your help, not just your physical presence but
the leadership you gave in talking to Demo-
cratic Senators. | know many of them were
impressed with the fact that you took the
time to come up here, meet with them, talk
with them, express support for and explain
the President’s position. | think that was ex-
tremely helpful in getting that kind of unity.
So we're very grateful to both of you.

And now, of course, there’s no rest for the
weary. I'll have a list of people for you to
call on the supplemental—

The Vice President. I'm ready.

The President. We're ready to go. Give
us our next assignment.

Senator Mitchell. Well, that’s it. We've
already started on it, and we’ll be in touch
with you on that later today.

The President. Thank you very much,
George.

Senator Mitchell. Thank you. Bye, Mr.
President.

[At this point, the telephone call ended.]
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Economic Stimulus Plan

Q. Do you feel you now have the votes
on the stimulus package, Mr. President?

The President. Well, 1 haven't gotten a
late count, but | feel good about it. We
worked hard on it, and | feel good about it.

Q. What does it do to your package if
Breaux and Boren were to prevail? Is that
a killer amendment?

The President. All | can tell you is, we're
going to try to pass it. Let’s just see what
happens. | feel pretty good about it. We're
working hard

Russia

Q. Mr. President—contact of Boris Yeltsin
today? Have you heard anything?

The President. No. | would say I've got-
ten reports and I've spent about, oh, | don't
know, an hour and half on it this morning,
working, trying to get ready for Vancouver
and trying to make sure we know what'’s
going on. But I don’'t have anything to add
to what you already know.

NoTe: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With Dorsey High School
Students

March 25, 1993

Ukraine-U.S. Relations

Q. Mr. President, did anything come out
of your meeting with the Ukrainian Foreign
Minister as far as the START Treaty?

The President. | just told him how impor-
tant it was to us, that | realize that there
was some opposition at home in Ukraine be-
cause of uncertainty in Russia, but we had
to have them sign on. And | would encourage
them to go ahead and do it, while | realize
there are some implementation issues that
we would have to work with them on. And
I was glad to work with him on that but that
the United States wanted very much to be
close to the Ukraine. We have a big stake
in their success, and we've got a lot of com-
mercial potential there and they here, as well
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as a lot of ties. We have a lot of Ukrainian
Americans, as you know.

But | think this START Treaty is a pre-
condition to a long-term, successful relation-
ship. And | think they should go into the non-
proliferation regime and give up nuclear
weapons. We don't need any more nuclear
states. The United States is trying to reduce
our nuclear arsenals, and we need to con-
tinue to push in that direction.

It was a very good meeting. And I think
over the long run, the United States will have
a good relationship with Ukraine if we get
the START issue resolved.

Q. Mr. President, did he say the crisis in
Moscow is having repercussions back home
for him?

The President. Well, he said it was adding
to a sense of uncertainty in this country,
which you would expect it would. I mean,
they’re right next door there. But | hope, of
course, as every day goes by there seems to
be an attempt by President Yeltsin and oth-
ers, frankly, to confine the dimensions of the
process, to regularize it and to let it play itself
out in a vote of the people on April 25th.
Of course that’s the most democratic way you
could do that to resolve that crisis.

Q. Did you get a sense——

The President. | don’t know that. 1 know
what you were going to say. | don't know
that. 1 hope so. | feel better about it, but
I don’t know that for sure.

U.S. Attorneys

Q. Are you afraid that firing all the U.S.
attorneys at once will be seen as political?

The President. Absolutely not. We waited
longer than most of our predecessors have.
Go back and look and see when they tried
to replace them under Bush, under Reagan,
under—particularly under Reagan. Anytime
when you change parties—it took us longer
to begin the process because of the delay in
getting an Attorney General confirmed. But
all those people are routinely replaced, and
I have not done anything differently. The
Justice Department is just proceeding from
essentially a late start. And | think the blan-
ket decision is less political than picking peo-
ple out one by one.



