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appreciation for their love and for the con-
tributions they have made to us and our Na-
tion.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with a joint resolution of the
Congress approved April 24, 1972 (36 U.S.C.
142a), do hereby proclaim Sunday, June 20,
1993, as ‘‘Father’s Day.’’ I call upon all Amer-
icans to observe this day by demonstrating
our respect for and our gratitude to our fa-
thers.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of June, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and seventeenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:28 p.m., June 17, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 21.

Statement on the Space Station
Program
June 17, 1993

At a time when our long-term economic
strength depends on our technological lead-
ership and our ability to reduce the deficit,
we must invest in technology but invest wise-
ly, making the best possible use of every dol-
lar. That’s why I asked for a review of NASA’s
space station program. Concerns over rising
costs and mismanagement raised serious
questions about a program vital to our tech-
nological leadership. I instructed NASA to
redesign the space station program in a way
that would preserve its critical science and
space research and ensure international co-
operation, but significantly reduce costs and
improve management.

NASA has met that challenge, offering a
plan that will substantially reduce costs to
taxpayers, improve management, preserve
research, and allow the United States to con-
tinue to work with its international partners
and keep its international commitments.
That was the conclusion of an outstanding

panel of independent experts who carefully
reviewed NASA’s proposals. And that is my
conclusion as well, after thoroughly consider-
ing their report and recommendations. It will
take not just a redesign of the space station
but a redesign of NASA itself.

I am calling for the U.S. to work with our
international partners to develop a reduced-
cost, scaled-down version of the original
Space Station Freedom. At the same time,
I will also seek to enhance and expand the
opportunities for international participation
in the space station project so that the space
station can serve as a model of nations com-
ing together in peaceful cooperation. Finally,
I will be directing NASA to implement per-
sonnel reductions and major management
changes to cut costs, reduce bureaucracy,
and improve efficiency. The national per-
formance review team, led by Vice President
Gore, has been essential in working with
NASA to develop these management propos-
als. We are going to redesign NASA at the
same time that we redesign the space station.

To make maximum use of our investments
and meet the scientific goals we have set,
the specific design we will pursue will be a
simplified version of Space Station Freedom
recommended by the review panel. We will
work with Congress, NASA, and our inter-
national partners during the next 90 days to
make the very best use of this design. The
details of this proposal will be delivered to
Congress within the next few days. I have
asked Dr. John Gibbons, my Science and
Technology Adviser, to transmit a letter to
NASA with more detailed instructions for
implementing this decision.

The redesigned program will capitalize on
the investments we have already made. How-
ever, with its deep cuts in future develop-
ment and operations costs, this redesigned
program will save more than $4 billion over
the next 5 years, compared with our assess-
ments of what the real costs of funding the
planned Space Station Freedom would have
been. Over the 2-decade life of the program,
these savings will grow to more than $18 bil-
lion.

There is no doubt that we are facing dif-
ficult budget decisions. However, we cannot
retreat from our obligation to invest in our
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future. Budget cuts alone will not restore our
vitality. I believe strongly that NASA and the
space station program represent important
investments in that future and that these in-
vestments will yield benefits in medical re-
search, aerospace, and other critical tech-
nology areas. As well, the space station is a
model of peaceful international cooperation,
offering a vision of the new world in which
confrontation has been replaced with co-
operation.

In making this announcement today, I
want to recognize the extraordinary efforts
of all those involved. Vice President Gore
and Dr. Gibbons assembled an outstanding
team of experts, led by Dr. Charles Vest,
president of MIT, who assessed several cost-
saving options prepared by NASA. This re-
view included not only the design of the
space station but also the structure and man-
agement of NASA itself. Their work and the
work of all those at NASA involved in this
project has been invaluable.

Statement on Senate Action on
Campaign Finance Reform
Legislation
June 17, 1993

Today’s vote is a victory for the American
people and a setback for the special interests.
Government will only serve the middle class
if Washington works for the national interest
and not narrow interests. By breaking the fili-
buster and overwhelmingly passing campaign
finance reform legislation, the Senate has an-
swered the call for change. This legislation’s
sponsors and supporters deserve our grati-
tude.

This bill will end the days when candidates
could crush their opponents with unan-
swered spending by setting voluntary spend-
ing limits for candidates. It severely limits
PAC’s and bans contributions from lobbyists
to the lawmakers they contact. It ends the
abuses of the ‘‘soft money’’ system. I con-
tinue to believe that we should do more to
open up the airwaves to candidates. But all
in all, this legislation is comprehensive, real
reform.

The process of political reform should now
move forward quickly. I urge the House of

Representatives to enact the strongest pos-
sible legislation. Previous Presidents have
blocked and even vetoed political reform. I
look forward to signing it.

Statement on the Voting Rights Act
June 17, 1993

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 has been
a topic of substantial discussion in recent
days. I want to make absolutely clear my full
support for the act.

The Voting Rights Act is central to our Na-
tion’s efforts to eradicate racial discrimina-
tion and secure equal opportunity for all
Americans. As I said last month upon signing
the motor voter bill, the Voting Rights Act
is part of a great tradition of laws that have
widened the circle of liberty to encompass
more and more of our citizens. This adminis-
tration remains unwavering in its commit-
ment to effective enforcement of the act and
the Nation’s other civil rights laws.

The Voting Rights Act was adopted to give
reality to the 15th amendment’s guarantee
of the right to vote, the most basic right of
a democracy. When first adopted in 1965,
the act responded to long-entrenched bar-
riers that systematically denied voting rights
to African-Americans. As more subtle forms
of disenfranchisement came to be employed,
the Congress, with bipartisan agreement,
strengthened and extended the Voting Rights
Act in 1982. The Voting Rights Act offers
two major protections: It imposes a nation-
wide prohibition of any electoral process that
results in discrimination, and requires that
certain specially covered jurisdictions obtain
administrative or judicial preclearance before
implementing voting changes.

I fully and enthusiastically support Attor-
ney General Janet Reno, and the attorneys
of the Civil Rights Division of the Depart-
ment of Justice, in their efforts to enforce
vigorously the Voting Rights Act. Where the
Voting Rights Act is violated, this administra-
tion will continue, as it has in pending Su-
preme Court litigation in which the Depart-
ment of Justice has filed briefs, to seek effec-
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