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Remarks on the Economic Program
and an Exchange With Reporters
June 23, 1993

The President. I just want to make a cou-
ple of remarks about where we are in the
Congress today. We’re at the eleventh hour
of this budget debate. It’s been going on for
months now. And the Republican Senators
say finally they’re going to offer a plan. The
plan clearly, if you look at all the options,
will be to protect the privileged and to punish
the middle class and the most vulnerable.

The Senate Finance Committee bill which
was reported out last week now has 78.5 per-
cent of the burden of new taxes falling on
people with incomes above $200,000. All the
analysts say that my plan is an honest budget
plan, that it will reduce the deficit at least
as much, if not more, than we’re saying, and
it is fair. And we’re working hard to pass it
in the Senate.

But we ought to have some bipartisan sup-
port. We ought to have some Republican
support for this. And the fact that the Repub-
lican Senators are thinking about coming out
with a plan now, calling it a no-tax plan,
which is really nothing but a shield to keep
the wealthiest Americans from paying their
fair share, even though their taxes went down
for the last 12 years while the deficit ex-
ploded, is a real disservice to this country.

Economic Program
Q. Why, Mr. President, do you think the

Republicans want to protect the privileged?
The President. Well, that’s what they did.

That’s what their 12-year economic policy
was all about. That’s what trickle-down eco-
nomics was based on, that if you just lower
taxes on the wealthy enough and when you
have to increase them, increase them on the
middle class, and that upper income people,
when they get all the economic gains, will
then reinvest it, create jobs, and raise in-
comes. It didn’t work. It has never worked
in the history of the country.

I want to emphasize, I do not want to pun-
ish success. This is not what this is about.
I want to reward success. My plan has real
incentives for small business, for new busi-
ness, for new technology. I want to reward
success, and I want people to make a lot of

money. But we have to have a fair tax system,
and this plan should require the vast majority
of the new revenues to come from people
with incomes above $200,000 because
they’re the ones that got the benefits of the
1980’s.

Q. Do you think their plan will get any-
where? And do you have any Republican
support?

The President. No—well, I mean, look at
what happened in the House when they had
the same sort of thing. The Republican plan
in the House lost more Republican votes
than the Democratic plan lost Democratic
votes.

Q. Are you looking for some kind of mid-
dle ground compromise where you might be
able to bring on some Republicans?

The President. Well, I’m going to try to
pass—what I think we have to do is to get
this bill into conference, come out with a bill
that meets our objectives: $500 billion in def-
icit reduction; more cuts than tax increases;
progressive tax increases; and then real in-
centives to reward work, to reward families,
to reward investments in this economy.
That’s what we’re trying to do. And I think
we’re getting close.

Interest Rates
Q. Are you willing to, sir, accept a mild

increase in interest rates?
The President. For what?
Q. From the Fed.
The President. Well, whatever they do,

I think, long-term interest rates will stay
down. That’s the key to the economy. But
there’s no inflation in this economy now that
we can see.

Q. So they should not raise rates?
The President. That’s a decision they have

to make.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:44 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Remarks at the Presidential Scholars
Awards Presentation Ceremony
June 23, 1993

I want to thank you all for being here and
welcome the Members of Congress who are
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here and those who were here who had to
leave for a vote. I want to say a special word
of—it’s a good vote—[laughter]—I want to
say a special word of thanks to the Marine
Band for being here to play for us today.
Thank you. Since my office is just over there,
when they come out here to play for you,
they also keep me in a far better frame of
mind as I work through the day.

I thank the Commission on Presidential
Scholars for all the work that they have put
into selecting this year’s recipients. I espe-
cially want to thank my good friend Governor
Florio of New Jersey for his work as Chair-
man. I asked him to serve as Chairman be-
cause I admire the courage and conviction
with which he has conducted himself as Gov-
ernor of New Jersey and particularly the
bravery that he showed in dealing with the
educational needs of the people of his State.

The Secretary of Education, Dick Riley,
formerly was Governor of South Carolina,
and in that connection he labored mightily
for years to improve the education of the
children of his State and served as a mentor
of mine. And I thank him for his leadership.

As I look out at this group today of proud
parents and family members and friends and
educators, I’m reminded once again of the
curious mix of things that produces the sort
of achievement that we see embodied in the
young people on this stage today. There are,
unfortunately, still a lot of people in the
United States who believe that how much
you learn and how well you do in life depends
primarily on your IQ. And yet we know that
if you strung all the people on the globe to-
gether from first to last by IQ, you couldn’t
stick a straw between any of the two. A re-
markable combination of ability and intangi-
ble things like encouragement and love and
support as well as personal effort and drive
and commitment go into making up really
gifted learners who are committed to doing
it for a lifetime.

All the young people who have been ac-
knowledged today have great natural talents,
and they should be grateful for what God
has given them. But every person on this
stage today, not only them but me, we’re all
here because of the people who helped us
along the way.

There’s a young man who was supposed
to be here today named Justin Konrad, from
the State of Maine, who on June the 5th was
in an automobile accident that claimed the
life of one of his friends and claimed part
of one of his legs. Today he’s in a hospital
in Maine recovering from his injuries. I
talked to him this weekend when I was up
in Maine, and he’s already talking about
going to Harvard and majoring in govern-
ment and playing sports. When he gave his—
let me see if I can pronounce this—salu-
tatorian’s address at his high school gradua-
tion, he gave a speech about optimism. And
he still has it, and I hope all of you will be
able to keep it as you go through college and
you pursue your careers. Keeping a positive
frame of mind may sound like an obvious
and easy thing. It becomes increasingly dif-
ficult with a difficulty of circumstances, but
more important with every passing day.

Last Saturday, just before I spoke with Jus-
tin by phone, I was speaking at the com-
mencement of Northeastern University in
Boston, and I met another young student
there graduating from college named Doug
Luffborough. He was the person who was
designated by his fellow students at North-
eastern to speak on their behalf. Doug’s
mother is a cleaning woman who earns
$7,000 a year and who, in addition to her
regular job, cleans a private school part-time
to pay tuition for another of her sons. For
a while, the mother and all of her children
were actually homeless.

It’s remarkable that this young man ever
got to go to college at all. The advice he got
from one of his counselors was to give it up
and start looking for a job. But his mother
believed in him and refused to let him aim
low. When she couldn’t get a babysitter, she
took him along to work. And he watched her
day-in and day-out never give up hope, and
by her example he learned a powerful lesson.
When he came to Northeastern University,
the school made it possible for him to work
part-time while going to school, and his on-
the-job experience helped him to get a very
good job when he graduated. He’s shown an
amazing amount of responsibility, but his
mother stood by him, his school stood by
him, and he had an employer who stood by
him.
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So no matter how heroic individuals are,
they still need help to make it, and support.
Chances of success increase dramatically
when other people believe in you, give you
opportunities, and ask you to take the respon-
sibility to make the most of them. And I want
to thank every person here today who made
it possible for these young people to be up
on this stage and to have the kind of life
they’re going to have.

I also want to say that this administration
is working hard to open the doors of college
education to all young people, to make it pos-
sible for them to get loans to go to college
and to pay them back on much more favor-
able terms than has been the case in the past.
And we are trying to pass, with strong biparti-
san support, a national service program
which will make it possible for tens of thou-
sands of young people to earn credit against
those loans before, during, or after their col-
lege years by giving something back to their
communities where they live. Vice President
Gore has just returned from California where
he kicked off our Summer of Service pro-
gram, which is the beginning of this national
service effort.

I know that a lot of you have been involved
in service programs. I want to recognize one
of the scholars, MarLeice Hyde, from Valley
High School in Afton, Wyoming. Where are
you? I want to tell you about her. She orga-
nized the junior volunteer program at her
local hospital, which contributed over 1,000
hours of community service at the hospital,
while holding two jobs, attending evening
college courses, and meeting the responsibil-
ities that come from being the oldest of six
children. Let’s give her a hand. [Applause]
Congratulations.

Finally, let me say a word about our edu-
cators. We often spend our time talking
about what’s wrong with our educational sys-
tem, but we ought to also acknowledge that
there is a great deal that is right with it. And
a lot of these young people today might not
be here were it not for their teachers, their
principals, the people who worked with them
and believed in them. We think that the edu-
cators of America who are trying to do a good
job shouldn’t have to go it alone and should
have some way of knowing whether they’re

meeting the competition around the globe.
That’s why Secretary Riley has worked so
hard with his Goals 2000 program and with
the legislation now moving through Congress
to embrace world-class learning standards
that all American schools will be given the
opportunity to meet and that all American
parents and students can judge their own
progress by. I am very encouraged by that
work and very grateful for the cooperative
spirit that we see now in Washington be-
tween everybody involved in the educational
endeavor. We think that Goals 2000 will turn
a nation at risk into a nation on the move
in education.

Let me say in closing that I’ve thought a
great deal about education this summer be-
cause I just celebrated under this same tent
a couple of weeks ago my 25th college re-
union. I saw some of my classmates: One of
them runs a refugee center for Palestinians
in Jordan; one came all the way back from
Cambodia where he had his life at risk mon-
itoring the elections in that troubled country
where once so many people were killed by
tyranny. Many of them have made incredibly
valuable contributions to their lives. And all
of us were sitting here 25 years later in this
very spot remembering with incredible vivid-
ness actual specific things our teachers had
said to us in class. We had a contest to re-
member how many verbatim sentences we
could remember from different professors
we had. And every one of us concluded at
the end that none of our lives would have
been possible if we hadn’t had the benefit
of a world-class education.

I hope this Presidential scholarship brings
to all of you on this stage those kinds of
memories 25 years from now. I hope you will
do everything you can to make the most of
the opportunities before you. And I hope you
will take some time along the way to enrich
the communities from which you came and
the people who made it possible for you to
be here today.

Thank you all. Congratulations, and God
bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:42 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.
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Memorandum on Delegation of the
Reporting Function for Federal
Energy Activities
June 23, 1993

Memorandum for the Secretary of Energy

Subject: Delegation of Reporting Function
By virtue of the authority vested in me by

the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including section 301 of title 3 of the
United States Code, I hereby delegate to you
the authority to transmit to the Congress the
annual report describing the activities of the
Federal Government as required by subtitle
H, title V of the Energy Security Act (Public
Law 96–294; 42 U.S.C. 8286, et seq.).

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3 p.m., June 24, 1993]

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on June 28.

Announcement of Twenty-Six Senior
Executive Service Appointments
June 23, 1993

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of a total of 26 Senior Executive
Service officials at Departments and Agen-
cies across the Government.

‘‘We are continuing to move forward with
the process of filling all of the positions in
the Federal Government,’’ said the Presi-
dent. ‘‘I continue to be pleased with the ex-
cellence of our appointees, the work that is
being done across the Government, and the
diversity of the administration we are putting
together.’’

The appointees, who do not need to be
confirmed by the Senate, are:

Agency for International Development
Jill Buckley, Director, Office of External

Affairs

Department of Commerce
Jill Schuker, Director, Office of Public Af-

fairs
Ellis Mottur, Deputy Assistant Secretary

for Technology and Aerospace in Trade
Development

Barry Carter, Deputy Under Secretary for
Export Administration

Rita Hayes, Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Textiles, Apparel and Consumer Goods

Paul London, Deputy Under Secretary for
Economics and Statistics

Meredith Jones, General Counsel, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration

Department of Defense
Molly Williamson, Deputy Assistant Sec-

retary for Near-East and South-East
Asian Affairs

Pat Irvin, Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Humanitarian Assistance and Refugee
Affairs

Stanley Roth, Deputy Assistant Secretary
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs

Jane Mathias, Deputy Director, Office of
Legislative Affairs

Gloria Duffy, Deputy Assistant Secretary
and Office of the Secretary of Defense
Special Coordinator for Cooperative
Threat Reduction and Secretary of De-
fense Representative and Deputy Head
to the Safety, Security and Dismantle-
ment Talks

Sarah Sewall, Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Peacekeeping/Peacemaking Policy

Brian Sheridan, Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary for Drug Enforcement Policy and
Support

Maj. Gen. James Klugh (Ret.), Deputy
Under Secretary for Logistics

Louis Finch, Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Strategy, Requirements
and Resources

Department of Energy
Jack Riggs, Principal Deputy Assistant

Secretary for Policy, Planning and Eval-
uation

Louis Gicale, Deputy General Counsel for
Programs
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