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This delegation of authority is effective
until July 2, 1993. You are authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:52 p.m., June 29, 1993]

NoTe: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on July 1.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Convention on the Marking of
Explosives for Detection

June 29, 1993

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith, for the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, the Con-
vention on the Marking of Plastic Explosives
for the Purpose of Detection with Technical
Annex, done at Montreal on March 1, 1991.
The report of the Department of State is also
enclosed for the information of the Senate.

The terrorist bombing of Pan Am 103 in
December 1988 with the resultant deaths of
270 (including 189 Americans), and the ter-
rorist bombing of UTA flight 772 in Septem-
ber 1989 with the resultant deaths of 171
(including 7 Americans), dramatically dem-
onstrate the threat posed by virtually
undetectable plastic explosives in the hands
of those nations and groups that engage in
terrorist savagery.

This Convention is aimed at precluding
such incidents from recurring, as well as oth-
ers where plastic explosives are utilized, by
requiring States that produce plastic explo-
sives to mark them at the time of manufac-
ture with a substance to enhance their de-
tectability by commercially available me-
chanical or canine detectors. States are also
required to ensure that controls are imple-
mented over the sale, use, and disposition
of marked and unmarked plastic explosives.

Work on the Convention began in January
1990 under the auspices of the International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) on the
basis of an initial draft prepared by a special
subcommittee of the ICAO Legal Commit-
tee. That work was completed, and the Con-
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vention was adopted by consensus, at an
international conference in Montreal in
March 1991. The United States and 50 other
States signed the Convention. Early ratifica-
tion by the United States should encourage
other nations to become party to the Conven-
tion.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Conven-
tion and give its advice and consent to ratifi-
cation, subject to the declaration described
in the accompanying report of the Secretary
of State.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 29, 1993.

Message on the Observance of
Independence Day, 1993

June 29, 1993

On Independence Day, we celebrate the
birth of the first and greatest democracy of
the modern era. The ideals embodied by the
Declaration of Independence have served as
a guide for our nation and as an inspiration
for people around the world. This document
delineated the very idea of America, that in-
dividual rights are derived not from the gen-
erosity of the government, but from the hand
of the Almighty. The Founders forever aban-
doned their allegiance to the old European
notions of caste and instead dedicated them-
selves to the belief that all people are created
equal.

The brilliant men who gathered in Phila-
delphia 218 years ago to declare our nation’s
independence risked their honor, their for-
tunes, and their very lives to create a better
future for their children and grandchildren.
As the inheritors of freedom’s legacy, we owe
our liberties to the fact that our Founders
saw the need for dramatic change and acted
upon it.

Today, vast changes are sweeping the
globe. Nations that have known only tyranny
for centuries are suddenly dedicating them-
selves to the ideals of freedom and democ-
racy. And wherever freedom is proclaimed,
echoes of the American Declaration of Inde-



