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But I’ll tell you this: I don’t think it will
happen again. I think if you look at Judge
Ginsburg’s vote; if you look at the national
service vote and the fact that they didn’t sus-
tain the filibuster all the way through until
we voted on the economic program; if you
look at the genuine dialog that’s occurred on
health care; if you look at the bipartisanship
we’ll have on trade issues, on the crime bill,
on welfare reform, and I think on future
budgets; if we prove we can take the tough
decisions now and we’re rewarded for it by
resuming control of our own destiny, I don’t
think we’ll have this level of partisanship on
any other issue.

Q. Why not?
The President. Because there will be no

incentive for them to do it. The only way
they can win with this strategy is if the
Democrats don’t adopt the program. Once
this is done, all the rhetoric goes away and
the reality takes place. People will see that
the middle class are not burdened, that
they’re benefited by the program. They’ll see
that the wealthiest Americans who can afford
to pay are carrying the lion’s share. They’ll
see the spending cuts. They’ll see the work-
ing poor rewarded. They will see the reality.

The only thing that benefits them now is
delay and denial and more of what we’ve had
for too long. And I think if we move tonight
and move tomorrow and move the next day
and move this week on this program, then
we’ll get this country back on a forward
movement. The momentum will be there to
face the health care crisis, to face the welfare
crisis, to face these other problems. And I
believe we will do it in a bipartisan manner.
I’m very, very hopeful about it.

Thank you.

Address to the Nation
Q. So have you finished the speech al-

ready? Are you still writing or is it done?
The President. I’ll fool with it some more,

but I’m done.
Q. Is it a good speech, sir?
The President. I’ll give the Judge Gins-

burg answer: That’s for you to determine. It’s
what I believe.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:44 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on the Confirmation of
Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg
August 3, 1993

I am extremely pleased at the swift and
determined action by the U.S. Senate in
overwhelmingly confirming Ruth Bader
Ginsburg to the United States Supreme
Court. I want to thank Chairman Biden, Sen-
ator Hatch, and their colleagues on the Judi-
ciary Committee and the Senate as a whole
for prompt consideration of her nomination.

As President, I am proud of having nomi-
nated such an outstanding jurist who dem-
onstrated in the confirmation process tre-
mendous intellect, integrity, comprehension
of the law, and compassion for the concerns
of all Americans. I am confident that she will
be an outstanding addition to the Court and
will serve with distinction for many years.

Statement on Senate Action on
National Service Legislation
August 3, 1993

I am extremely pleased by action taken
today by the Senate in passing the National
and Community Service Trust Act. I am also
gratified that Republicans and Democrats
were able to work together to turn this land-
mark legislation into reality.

National service will take on our Nation’s
most pressing unmet needs while empower-
ing a new generation to serve as leaders of
change. National service is about enhanced
educational opportunity and rebuilding the
American community. Most importantly, na-
tional service is about getting things done.

A number of Senators played crucial roles
in helping pass this bill. In particular, I would
like to thank Senator Kennedy for the leader-
ship and dedication he has shown throughout
this process. Thanks to the efforts of the Sen-
ate today and the House last week, young
people will soon be serving their country in
their communities here at home.

I’ve always said national service is the
American way to change America. I com-
mend the United States Congress for taking
action that will prove that true.
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