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Message to the Senate Transmitting
a United Nations Convention on
International Trade Law
August 6, 1993

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to accession, I transmit
herewith the United Nations Convention on
the Limitation Period in the International
Sale of Goods done at New York on June
14, 1974, and the Protocol amending the
Convention done at Vienna on April 11,
1980. Also transmitted for the information
of the Senate is the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Convention.

This is the second Convention in the field
of international sales of goods law produced
by the United Nations Commission on Inter-
national Trade Law (UNCITRAL) that has
been transmitted to the Senate for its advice
and consent. The first, the 1980 United Na-
tions Convention on Contracts for the Inter-
national Sale of Goods, was ratified by the
United States and entered into force for this
country on January 1, 1988. Both of these
Conventions establish uniform international
standards in the commercial law of sales of
goods in order to facilitate commerce and
trade. Both benefit the United States by re-
moving artificial impediments to commerce
that arise from differences between the na-
tional legal systems that govern international
sales of goods.

The Secretary of State’s Advisory Commit-
tee on Private International Law, on which
11 national legal organizations are rep-
resented, in May 1989, and the House of
Delegates of the American Bar Association,
in August 1989, endorsed U.S. accession to
the Convention and amending Protocol, sub-
ject to a U.S. declaration permitted under
Article XII of the Protocol. The declaration
is set forth with reasons in the accompanying
report of the Department of State.

I recommend that the Senate promptly
give its advice and consent to accession to
this Convention together with its amending
Protocol.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 6, 1993.

Remarks on Senate Action on the
Economic Program
August 6, 1993

Thank you. Thank you very much. What
we heard tonight at the other end of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue was the sound of gridlock
breaking. It was the sound of progress and
change which can now resound throughout
every corner of our great and beloved Na-
tion.

I want to thank the United States Senators
who voted for change tonight, especially the
Senate majority leader, George Mitchell, for
his untiring efforts, and all the others who
worked so hard for so long to see this night
come about. I want to thank the Vice Presi-
dent for his unwavering contribution to the
landslide. I thank the economic team who
worked so hard on this from last November:
Leon Panetta, who is here; Secretary Bent-
sen; Mr. Rubin; and all the people who work
with them. I thank Mr. McLarty and all the
members of the White House staff. I thank
Mr. Altman and the war room for the work
they did in the last several weeks. I thank
especially Howard Paster and Steve Ricchetti
and all those who worked for us in the Sen-
ate. I hope that they will get some well-de-
served rest.

After 12 long years, we can say to the
American people tonight we have laid the
foundation for the renewal of the American
dream. The days of endless gridlock, rising
deficits, and trickle-down economics are
over. The days of economic growth and real
opportunity for the working families of this
country have begun.

This was not easy, but real change is never
easy. It is always difficult. It is always easier
to sustain the status quo and to talk as if you
were changing. But that is not why I was
elected President, nor is it why we were sent
here.

When we came here, our national debt had
quadrupled in 12 years, and the incomes of
our forgotten working families had been stag-
nant for nearly 20 years. Our heritage of in-
vestment in our people and our economy had
been gradually forsaken and the people of
our Nation questioned whether anyone here
in this city would take responsibility for our
future, change the direction of our country,
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