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about the prospects we have been given to
promote democracy from Russia to the Mid-
dle East to Haiti. I am excited about the
promise of change. I am profoundly dis-
turbed about the problems we have.

The only thing I ask you to do is, even
if you disagree with me, never run away from
the problems. I don’t understand why in the
United States of America, when we’ve got
the violence we’ve got in our cities, we can’t
pass the Brady bill in the Congress and take
these assault weapons out of the hands of
teenagers. I don’t understand why we can’t
do that. I don’t understand why we don’t
have an education and training system that
from the moment someone loses their jobs—
because now people don’t normally get the
jobs they lost back; they have to find another
job—is no longer an unemployment system,
but is a reemployment system, and from the
get-go, from the first day, from the first week,
people are told, here are the new jobs of the
future and here are funds to train for them.
I don’t understand that. But if you will help
me and you leave me in, I’ll fix those two
problems, because you will fix them, not me.
We’ll do it together.

And I could give you example after exam-
ple after example of this. The thing I always
love about being in the presence in any form
or fashion of the Hispanic culture is that it
is so life-affirming. It is so passionate. It is
so real. It is so straightforward. I tell you,
my friends, think about that event last Mon-
day. Think about the passion, the feelings,
the strength you have, what you worry about
for your children and what you want for the
future and say, if they can make peace, how
can we in America walk away from our chal-
lenges? We’re going to walk into them. We’re
going to conquer them. And the Hispanics
in America are going to lead the way, lead
the way in partnership with our administra-
tion and on every street and in every commu-
nity of this country. I love what we can do,
but I am troubled by the fact that we’re not
doing it. Let’s seize every day we have to
make the most of it. And always remember
that peace agreement in the Middle East as

a spur to us to make this country what it
ought to be for our children.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Nomination for Assistant Secretaries
of Commerce
September 16, 1993

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate Raymond E. Vickery, Jr.,
as Assistant Secretary for Trade Develop-
ment and Charles Meissner as Assistant Sec-
retary for International Economic Policy at
the Department of Commerce. The Presi-
dent also nominated Lauri Fitz-Pegado as
Assistant Secretary and Director General of
the Office of the U.S. and Foreign Commer-
cial Service at Commerce.

‘‘These talented individuals, experienced
in their fields and committed to hard work,
will offer strong support to Secretary Brown’s
team at Commerce,’’ the President said. ‘‘I
am pleased to have their help.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for Deputy Director of
the Peace Corps
September 16, 1993

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate U.S. Ambassador to the Re-
public of Djibouti, Charles R. Baquet III, a
former Peace Corps volunteer, as Deputy
Director of the Peace Corps.

‘‘Like Peace Corps Director Carol Bel-
lamy, Charles Baquet is a former volunteer
who knows firsthand the possibilities and
problems facing the Peace Corps,’’ the Presi-
dent said. ‘‘I am confident his experiences
both as a volunteer and as a Foreign Service
officer will serve him well as he works to en-
sure the Peace Corps meets its mission of
helping others around the world.’’
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