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what we can agree on. That is the point I
want to make.

Surely there is a way we can acknowledge,
too, that no matter how important we Demo-
crats think programs are, a lot of the changes
we need in this country have to come from
the inside out and require some personal
contact with people who can give context and
structure and order as well as love to a whole
generation of Americans we are in danger
of losing. There is a lot we have to talk about
in this American community.

And I did not come here to attack any
group today motivated by their own version
of what they think God wants them to do
but simply to say I think God wants us to
sit down and talk to one another and see what
values we share and see how we can put them
inside the millions and millions of Americans
who are living in chaos. I believe we could
do better if we talked to one another more
and shouted at one another less. And I hope
that together we can make that decision.

Let me just say this, most everybody my
age who came to Yale Law School could have
gone someplace else to law school. And most
of us came here at least in part because we
believed that Yale would not only teach us
to be good lawyers in the technical sense,
not only to understand individual rights and
individual contractual obligations and how
particular areas of law work so that we could
be successful as practitioners, but also how
it all fit into the larger society. A huge per-
centage of our crowd came here because we
thought Yale would teach us how to succeed
as professional lawyers and how to be good
citizens as well.

And as we look toward the 21st century
with the need for America to change, with
the desperate need for us to reestablish the
security that most of us took for granted
when we were children, with the need to re-
build the American community, I say to you,
my fellow classmates, we have much to do.
Yale gave us the tools to do it with. We owe
it to the rest of the country because of our
success to share what we know and what we
can give to the future so that we can enter
the next century with the American dream
alive and the American family strong.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. in The
Commons. In his remarks, he referred to Guido
Calabresi, dean, Yale Law School, and his wife,
Anne; Richard C. Levin, president of the univer-
sity, and his wife, Jane; Joseph D. Mandel, presi-
dent, Yale Law School Association; Ezra
Laderman, dean, Yale School of Music; Neal
Steinman, Yale Law School class of 1971 alumnus,
who died in January; and Myres S. McDougal,
Sterling professor emeritus of law.

Exchange With Reporters at Yale
University in New Haven
October 9, 1993

Somalia
Q. ——with General Aideed?
Q. ——offering a cease-fire?
The President. We haven’t offered a

cease-fire. I expect it, that there would be
a cessation of violence against the United
States and the U.N. forces when I made it
clear what I said at the U.N., that we wanted
to support a political process in Somalia that
would permit the termination of our involve-
ment and when I made it clear I was going
to send stronger forces there to reinforce our
position. But there’s been no direct commu-
nication. In fact, Ambassador Oakley went
there to meet with President Meles and
other leaders of the African nations in the
region and to try to work out a political proc-
ess that they would manage. We believe that
over the long run, the only way that Soma-
lians can live in peace with one another is
if their neighbors work out an African solu-
tion to an African problem. So, that’s just not
true. We didn’t extend an offer of a cease-
fire. And there’s been no direct negotiations
of any kind.

Q. ——apparently he is offering one now.
The President. Well, if he’s offering one,

that’s fine. He ought to stop the violence,
because that’s a good thing. He ought to do
it. But it’s not accurate to say that we have
initiated it. But I welcome it. I think that
he should stop the violence. And I want Am-
bassador Oakley to have a chance to go over
there and meet with President Meles and
others. And let’s see what kind of political
process that the African leaders themselves
can get going.

VerDate 12-JUL-98 07:47 Jul 12, 1998 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 L:\GSDD\DAVE\P41OC4.012 DEV003 PsN: DEV003



2055Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Oct. 9

Q. ——part of these negotiations, sir, or
are you trying to cut them out of it?

The President. No, I didn’t say that. As
a matter of fact, I think the Secretary-Gen-
eral is going to the region just in the next
couple of days, which I would welcome. So
that’s up to him to decide. I wouldn’t say
that at all. But all the nations that are there
on the humanitarian mission have supported
in varying degrees the idea that we didn’t
want to go there for nothing. We didn’t want
to go there, pull out, and have chaos, anar-
chy, starvation return.

But I think it’s clear to all of us who have
been involved in this that the greatest likeli-
hood of a successful political resolution of
this would be if the African leaders of the
adjoining states took the initiative and they
tried to work out a solution which reflected
what is possible and what is desirable as they
define it. And I don’t think we ought to be
defining it for them. I have never been
for——

Q. ——your instructions been to Oakley?
The President. My instructions to Oakley

were to go first to meet with President
Meles, decide whether there are any other
presidents of other countries in the region
he needs to meet with, discuss what the role
for the OAU or some other African role
might be, and see what can best be done
to start, really generate a lot of energy behind
the political process. We think that ultimately
whatever peace would be brokered, if it’s
brokered from forces outside Somalia, should
come from the Africans. And we would hope
the U.N. would be able to bless——

Q. ——prospects for the release of Chief
Warrant Officer Durant? Is there any report
there?

The President. Well, we’re obviously en-
couraged by the fact that he seems to be in
reasonably good shape. And we expect that
he will be released. I can’t give you any other
specific comments now. I am very hopeful
that there will be no Americans in captivity
anytime soon.

Q. ——make a deal for his release?
The President. ——and I expect that

that’s what the rules will be. But there has
been no negotiations over that at all, none.

Q. ——can’t say anything now—is there
some sort of sensitive process ongoing now—
the process——

The President. No, I wouldn’t character-
ize it in that way. It’s just that I believe that
I think that any Americans who are held cap-
tive must be released. I think they know the
United States has no intention of leaving So-
malia until that is done. We’re going to have
all of our people present and accounted for
before we go home. And that’s just going to
be a part of whatever happens from now on
in. It is the priority that we have to pursue
and for our own people.

But I’m encouraged that Mr. Oakley was
welcomed there by President Meles. And I’m
encouraged by President—I mean, by the
Secretary-General wanting to go to the re-
gion. So I think that the peace process sort
of got derailed over the last several months.
I think it’s going to get back in gear. And
I think that’s a good thing for everybody.

NOTE: The exchange began at 4:30 p.m. at the
Rotunda in Woolsey Hall. In his remarks, the
President referred to Ambassador Robert B. Oak-
ley, special envoy to Somalia; President Zenawi
Meles of Ethiopia; U.N. Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali; and captured U.S. Army
pilot Michael Durant. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this exchange.

Proclamation 6610—General Pulaski
Memorial Day, 1993
October 9, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each October 11, on the anniversary of

his death in battle, America honors General
Casimir Pulaski, a hero of two nations.

A patriot to the core, Pulaski loved his na-
tive Poland dearly. In unequal battle against
far stronger enemies, he fought for his coun-
try’s freedom.

But Pulaski’s love of liberty transcended
national boundaries, and when the American
War of Independence began, he took the
colonists’ struggle as his own. He came to
the United States, put his battlefield experi-
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