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‘‘I have long admired and sought to sup-
port the ongoing work of the American Red
Cross to bring aid to those in need both
around the world and here in our own com-
munities,’’ said the President. ‘‘As I recently
saw firsthand during the Midwest flooding
this summer, their workers and volunteers
are true lifesavers. I am appointing this sen-
ior group of officials to serve on their board
because I want to be sure that my administra-
tion does everything that we can to support
the Red Cross’ important work.’’

Proclamation 6616—National
Biomedical Research Day, 1993
October 20, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The Congress has designated October 21,

1993, as ‘‘National Biomedical Research
Day.’’ On this day, we celebrate the central
role played by biomedical research in im-
proving human health and longevity, and we
acknowledge the promise this wide-ranging
endeavor holds for securing the future phys-
ical and mental well-being of people around
the world. Biomedical research not only
yields the requisite information that scientists
and physicians need to prevent and treat dis-
eases but also reveals the fundamental nature
of life in humans, other animals, and plants.

There is an intriguing quality to bio-
medical research: A discovery does not al-
ways predict its future uses. As a con-
sequence, it is essential that the Nation con-
tinue to champion broad-based studies of
both the normal and the disease processes.
These studies will yield a fundamental under-
standing of biological systems and will pro-
vide us with the foundation of knowledge
needed to ensure successful responses to
current and future health problems.

An event that took place 40 years ago illus-
trates how vital such fundamental knowledge
is. In 1953, Nobel laureates Drs. James D.
Watson and Francis H.C. Crick described
the structure of DNA, the genetic material
of all living things. Today, as a direct outcome
of their basic research, gene therapy has

been devised for children with severe com-
bined immune deficiency; accurate diag-
nostic tests are available for many life-threat-
ening diseases and conditions; and the ge-
netic mechanisms underlying disorders like
cystic fibrosis and Huntington’s disease have
been identified.

The discovery of the structure of DNA also
set the stage for the development of recom-
binant DNA technology, out of which has
blossomed the biotechnology industry. In
just the past 10 years, some 1,300 bio-
technology companies have been formed.
Through biotechnology, chemists and biolo-
gists are able to design and produce novel
medicines and vaccines for clinical use. Sci-
entists have learned how to commandeer the
cellular machinery of living organisms, so
that these organisms produce needed pro-
teins and other biological molecules. Re-
searchers have also genetically ‘‘engineered’’
crop plants to make them hardier and resist-
ant to pests. The success of the biotechnology
industry has also enhanced the economic
competitiveness of the United States in the
world marketplace. There is no doubt that
the future fruits of biotechnology, both medi-
cal and economic, will be even greater.

The continuing preeminence of the
United States in biomedical research reflects
the contributions of many groups of dedi-
cated professionals at work in Federal agen-
cies such as the National Institutes of Health
and the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and in government-supported lab-
oratories at universities, hospitals, and pri-
vate research facilities. Teachers at all lev-
els—from those who encourage our kinder-
gartners to those who train biomedical spe-
cialists—are also helping to ensure the future
success of biomedical research, an enterprise
that cannot go forward without both strong
practitioners and a supportive public.

Unraveling the mysteries of living orga-
nisms remains a daunting task. But, through
biomedical research, the ceaseless whooping
coughs of children have been silenced; small-
pox no longer exacts a human toll anywhere
on the Earth; and vaccines, treatments, and
cures are at hand for many diseases. As the
struggles continue against AIDS, cancer,
heart and lung diseases, arthritis, diabetes,
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Alzheimer’s disease, epilepsy, multiple scle-
rosis, and a host of other afflictions, we look
to the successes of the biomedical commu-
nity for our inspiration.

We look to the future with our eyes open
and with unflagging support for continued
biomedical research that is broad enough and
deep enough to establish a firm foundation
of knowledge from which effective cures and
therapies will emerge.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 21, 1993, as Na-
tional Biomedical Research Day. I invite the
Governors of the 50 States and the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, and the appropriate
officials of all other jurisdictions under the
American flag, to issue similar proclamations.
I ask every beneficiary of biomedical re-
search; that is, every citizen of this country,
to acknowledge the true worth of biomedical
research. I ask biomedical researchers,
health care professionals, schools and univer-
sities, community organizations, and busi-
nesses to join in efforts to celebrate the suc-
cesses of biomedical research and to promote
this enterprise.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twentieth day of October, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-three, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:23 a.m., October 21, 1993]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 21, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 22.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Haiti
October 20, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I have directed the deployment of U.S.

Naval Forces to participate in the implemen-
tation of the petroleum and arms embargo
of Haiti. At 11:59 p.m. E.S.T., October 18,

units under the command of the Commander
in Chief, U.S. Atlantic Command, began en-
forcement operations in the waters around
Haiti, including the territorial sea of that
country, pursuant to my direction and con-
sistent with United Nations Security Council
Resolutions 841, 873, and 875. I am provid-
ing this report, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution, to ensure that the Congress
is kept fully informed about this important
U.S. action to support multilateral efforts to
restore democracy in Haiti and thereby pro-
mote democracy throughout the hemisphere.

During the past week, the world has wit-
nessed lawless, brutal actions by Haiti’s mili-
tary and police authorities to thwart the Hai-
tian people’s manifest desire for democracy
to be returned to their country. With our full
support, the United Nations Security Council
has responded resolutely to these events. On
October 16, the Security Council, acting
under Chapters VII and VIII of the United
Nations Charter, adopted Resolution 875.
This resolution calls upon Member States,
‘‘acting nationally or through regional agen-
cies or arrangements, cooperating with the
legitimate Government of Haiti, to use such
measures commensurate with the specific
circumstances as may be necessary’’ to en-
sure strict implementation of sanctions im-
posed by Resolutions 841 and 873. The mari-
time interception operations I have directed
are conducted under U.S. command and
control. In concert with allied navies, U.S.
Naval Forces will ensure that merchant ves-
sels proceeding to Haiti are in compliance
with the embargo provisions set forth in the
Security Council resolutions.

The initial deployment includes six U.S.
Navy ships and supporting elements under
the command of the U.S. Atlantic Command.
These U.S. forces and others as may be nec-
essary, combined with those forces that other
Member States have committed to this oper-
ation, will conduct intercept operations to
ensure that merchant ships proceeding to
Haiti are in compliance with United Nations
Security Council sanctions. On the first day
of the operation, one of our ships, with U.S.
Navy and Coast Guard personnel aboard,
carried out an interception of a Belize-flag
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