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The White House,
October 21, 1993.

Statement on Signing the
Departments of Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education, and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1994
October 21, 1993

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2518,
the ‘‘Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education, and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act, 1994.’’

This Act provides funding for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting, and several smaller agencies.
Programs within these agencies address the
training and employment needs of our Na-
tion’s work force, the Federal role in our
education system, and fundamental elements
of our health care network.

This Act provides funding for a number
of my high-priority investment proposals
within the Departments of Labor, Health
and Human Services (HHS), and Education.
These include the Head Start program, Goals
2000 program, School-to-Work program, Im-
munization grants, and the National Insti-
tutes of Health.

The Act provides funding for investment
initiatives for automation and disability proc-
essing within the Social Security Administra-
tion (SSA). This will help SSA improve the
quality of service to millions of Americans.

I am pleased that the Act provides a large
increase in funding for programs authorized
under the Ryan White CARE Act. Programs
authorized under this Act represent major
steps forward in the battle against the AIDS
epidemic.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 21, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 2518, approved October 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–112. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 22.

Statement on Signing the Continuing
Appropriations Resolution
October 21, 1993

Today I have signed into law H.J. Res. 281,
a Continuing Resolution that funds the oper-
ations of the Federal Government during
October 22–28, 1993.

A Continuing Resolution is necessary at
this time in order to keep the Government
functioning while the Congress completes
the appropriations process.

I commend the Congress for presenting
me with a funding measure that provides for
a simple, temporary extension of normal gov-
ernment operations and is free of extraneous
amendments. I urge the Congress to com-
plete the regular appropriations process by
October 28th so that an additional Continu-
ing Resolution can be avoided.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 21, 1993.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 281, approved October 21, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–113. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 22.

Remarks and an Exchange With
Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Members of Congress
October 22, 1993

NAFTA
The President. Ladies and gentlemen,

just let me make one opening remark, and
I’ll answer a couple of questions. I want to
thank Mr. Michel for once again bringing a
group of Republicans in—that he and Mr.
Gingrich have arranged for some first-term
Republicans to come in and meet with me
and Ambassador Kantor and Mr. Frenzel and
Mr. Daley. And we’re glad to have a chance
to discuss NAFTA.

This has been a hard week for us, a hard
working week. I have made several congres-
sional meetings, and of course we had the
great products fair with Mr. Iacocca. We’re
trying to work out some of the practical de-
tails now on how to deal with the reduction
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of the tariffs that will come from NAFTA
and all that. But I feel much better than I
did on Monday about where we are.

I’ve made, also, a large number of personal
phone calls to Democrats this week, and I
think we’re making some good progress.

Q. Mr. President, do you think you’re
working hard enough so that Mr. Gingrich
would no longer describe your efforts as ‘‘pa-
thetic’’?

The Vice President. He didn’t say that,
did he?

Q. He somehow said that, Mr. Vice Presi-
dent. I don’t know how. [Laughter]

The President. He didn’t——
Q. Could you——
The President. You know, one of the

things that I’ve noticed about Washington is
that when you’re in a tough fight, you know,
some people are always wondering about
what happens if you don’t make it. I’m just
worried about making it. If I make it, I don’t
care who gets credit for it.

I’ll tell you this: I’m trying to win it. And
the Democrats have been—some of them
have been asking me to ease up. They said
every time they turn around, there’s another
member of the Cabinet in their office, and
they’re calling them at 11 p.m. at night. So
I think we’re doing a pretty good job. But
if we win, it won’t matter.

District of Columbia
Q. What do you think about sending the

National Guard, or allowing the National
Guard to patrol the city here?

The President. I think it should be re-
viewed. I’ve given a lot of thought to it, and
I’ve asked our legal counsel to get with the
Justice Department and look into the legality
of it and what the legal hurdles are and also
what the practical problems are.

Keep in mind, guardsmen are not full-time
military people. They do weekend duty, by
and large. And except in the summertime,
again by and large, they’re not on full-time
duty. So if you call out the Guard in other
times in any substantial numbers, you can
be disrupting the normal work lives of a lot
of people.

But I’m very sympathetic with the prob-
lems that the Mayor has and that Washington
has. There are 1,500 shootings here a year

now. It’s one reason—I certainly hope that
we can pass this crime bill in a hurry. If we
do, we’ll have another 50,000 police officers
on the street, and it will reduce the pressure
for National Guard officers.

But I will review it, and I think it deserves
to be reviewed. It obviously is not a prece-
dent that can easily be confined just to Wash-
ington, DC. So there are lots of questions
that have to be thought through here. But
I want to wait until she sends me the letter
and then review the specific proposal.

I hope that we can use this moment to
emphasize the need to move on the Brady
bill, the crime bill, the question of whether
minors should be restricted in the ownership
of handguns, the questions of the assault
weapons. I think all of these things are part
of a rising tide of anger and fear and frustra-
tion on the part of the American people that
we need to respond to.

Haiti
Q. Mr. President, are you beginning to be

concerned that the sanctions won’t work in
time for Aristide to go back next Saturday
as scheduled?

The President. I’ve always been con-
cerned about that.

Q. Will it have to be today?
The President. I think that the sanctions

are very tough now. And I think what the
others have to think about is what it’s going
to be like to them a few months from now,
what it is that they’re fighting so hard to hold
on to if these sanctions are fully imple-
mented. We never thought that they could
have an impact on their own merits within
a week, although they are having some im-
pact already. But I think that the reason we
got the Governors Island Agreement in the
first place is because of the sanctions. I don’t
know why they thought that they could ig-
nore it and not have sanctions, but I think
now they know they can.

Thank you very much.

Visit to Russia
Q. [Inaudible]—going to Moscow?
The President. Helen [Helen Thomas,

United Press International] asked me a ques-
tion about it this morning. I still don’t believe
we’ve finalized a date. But the Vice President
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is going next—I mean, not next month but
in December. And I plan to go in January,
but we haven’t finalized the date. We may
do it before the day’s over. We don’t have
a date.

Thank you.
Q. It’s pretty cold in January.
The President. I’ve been there in January.

It’s light about 4 hours a day. Shows you my
timing.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:17 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks on the Technology
Reinvestment Project
October 22, 1993

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.
General Short, Admiral Pelaez, Dr. Alam,
Dr. Dinis, Senator Mitchell and distin-
guished Members of Congress. And let me
say a special word of thanks to my good
friend, Senator Bingaman, and to Pat Schroe-
der, for the work they have done on this.

When I started running for President, one
of the core ideas that animated my campaign
and that got me really committed to the long
endeavor of 1992 was the commitment that
we had to find a way as we built down de-
fenses to build up a new economy for Amer-
ica with new partnerships between defense
technologies and the commercial future that
we all seek for our country.

I’d like to put this at least briefly into a
larger context. All of you know we are living
in a time when all the wealthy nations of the
world are having great difficulty creating new
jobs. We are now in the fifth year in which
the average annual growth among the
wealthiest nations has been under 2 percent.
And as we look toward the future and we
ask ourselves what is it that will regenerate
the American economic engine in a new and
highly competitive global economy in which
technology and money and management are
mobile, and in which many people in dif-
ferent parts of the world will do certain
things for wages our people can’t live on, it
is perfectly clear that there are three things
we have to do: We have to better educate

and train our work force; we have to find
new markets for our products and services;
and we have to more rapidly develop new
technologies, so that technology can continue
to be what it has always been for our country
and for the world, a net job generator.

We know that technologies reduce the
number of people necessary to perform tra-
ditional services in everything from agri-
culture to manufacturing. But technology has
historically been a net job generator because
every time it’s done that, it’s opened up new
ways for people to make a living.

There are significant barriers to that today
in this country and in all wealthy countries.
The reason I believe so strongly in this
project, and the reason I believe someday
this will become an integral part of our eco-
nomic policy, not just a way of converting
from a defense to a domestic economy, is
because we have to find a way to create more
new applications for more new technologies
more quickly so that we can create more jobs.

I am very, very happy about this day, and
I want to thank all of those who had anything
to do with bringing it about. I also want to
say, to echo the Vice President, that the first
awards in our Technology Reinvestment
Project were definitely made on the merits.
They were made, not surprisingly, largely in
areas that had large technological bases relat-
ed to defense technology where people have
suffered very greatly from cutbacks and are
very aggressively looking for alternatives.
That provided a big incentive for those folks
to be very active in trying to build a new
future. But that is, after all, I’m sure what
Senator Bingaman had in mind and what the
Congress had in mind in funding this pro-
gram.

If we’re really going to guarantee the secu-
rity of America—the national security of
America—we have to be more economically
secure. We have to invest in projects that
will create these jobs with new ideas and new
technologies. That is the only way, I believe,
to keep our Nation strong.

This effort responds to two challenges left
in the wake of the end of the cold war. The
first is that you simply can’t leave the men
and women who won the cold war out in
the cold. It is wrong to walk away from them.
From southern California to Long Island to
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