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the Interior will facilitate improvement in the
quality of biological research. Better science
will result in improved decision-making in
the management of the Nation’s federally
managed lands and will enable Federal land
managers to avoid future contentious actions
under the Endangered Species Act.

The Act provides funding for a number
of my investment proposals for energy con-
servation and fossil energy research and de-
velopment. These investments are important
for our Nation’s energy future.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 11, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 2520, approved November 11, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–138.

Statement on Signing the
Department of Defense
Appropriations Act, 1994
November 11, 1993

Today I have signed into law, H.R. 3116,
the ‘‘Department of Defense Appropriations
Act, 1994.’’ H.R. 3116 supports the Adminis-
tration’s major defense priorities and reflects
a spirit of cooperation between the Adminis-
tration and the Congress to provide for a
strong national defense. I am very pleased
that the Congress has addressed budget
issues in such a way that provides balanced
support for my number one priority, the
readiness of our forces. I also appreciate the
support that the Congress has given to key
investment and modernization proposals, es-
pecially my efforts to create a strong defense
reinvestment program.

However, I do have serious reservations
about a provision in section 8151 of this Act.
I construe section 8151(b)(2)(ii) as not re-
stricting my constitutional responsibility and
authority as Commander In Chief, including
my ability to place U.S. combat forces under
the temporary tactical control of a foreign
commander where to do otherwise would
jeopardize the safety of U.S. combat forces
in support of UNOSOM II. Such U.S. com-
bat forces shall, however, remain under the

operational command and control of U.S.
commanders at all times.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 11, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 3116, approved November 11, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–139.

Remarks in a Telephone
Conversation With Congressman Ed
Pastor on NAFTA
November 12, 1993

Congressman Ed Pastor. Good morning.
The President. Hello, Ed.
Congressman Pastor. Yes, good morning,

Mr. President.
The President. How are you?
Congressman Pastor. I’m doing well, sir,

beautiful weather here in Arizona.
The President. It’s beautiful here, too.
Congressman Pastor. The reason I called

you was to let you know that November 17,
we’ll be supporting you on the free-trade
agreement.

The President. Thank you very much. We
need your help.

Congressman Pastor. And I give a lot of
credit to this to Congressman Esteban
Torres. As you know, he worked very hard
to get that nat. bank. And I know that with
it we can do some things along the border.

I had a conversation yesterday with the
EPA Administrator, and we talked about the
resources that will be available. That was one
of my concerns. So I look forward to working
with her and with you to help the border
communities along our Mexican-U.S. border.

The President. Thank you very much, Ed.
As you well know, these environmental dif-
ficulties are going to get a lot better if
NAFTA passes now that we’ve got the devel-
opment bank there. And it also means more
jobs along the border on both sides working
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