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Nomination for an Assistant
Secretary of the Department of
Education
December 20, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate Rodney A. McCowan to
be the Assistant Secretary of Education for
the Office of Human Resources and Admin-
istration. Mr. McCowan has been serving as
Chief of Staff to Deputy Secretary of Edu-
cation Madeleine Kunin. As Assistant Sec-
retary, he will oversee the Department’s ad-
ministrative functions, including human re-
sources, information systems, Government
reinvention initiatives, and labor-manage-
ment relations.

‘‘Rodney McCowan is an experienced
manager who has done an excellent job at
the Department of Education since the be-
ginning of this administration,’’ said the
President. ‘‘I hope that he will continue to
do well in his new capacity.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at the Groundbreaking
Ceremony for the Pan Am Flight 103
Memorial in Arlington, Virginia
December 21, 1993

Thank you very much. Thank you. I be-
lieve, ladies and gentlemen, before you sit
we should give a standing ovation to Jane for
all the work that she has done here. [Ap-
plause] Thank you very much, Senator and
Mrs. Kennedy, Senator Lautenberg, General
Reno, and most importantly, the families,
friends, and supporters of Pan Am 103.

On this day, 5 years ago, Pan American
flight 103 was torn from the sky over the hills
of Lockerbie, Scotland. Today we assemble
in solemn remembrance to dedicate a simple
monument to the victims of a savage act of
terrorism. Here there will soon stand a cairn,
the traditional Scottish marker for the resting
place of the dead, built of 270 stones to me-
morialize 259 passengers and crew and the
11 villagers below whose lives were stolen
without warning. Each tells the story of a life
wrongfully cut short.

Like so many of you here today, these
granite stones have traveled a long way,
carved from a quarry in Lockerbie and do-
nated to the families of those who were mur-
dered. These rose-red stones are now given
to the Nation to stand here among so many
silent markers of our Nation’s sacrifice.

There were on that day 189 Americans,
including 25 members of our Armed Forces
aboard Pan Am 103. We honor them. This
memorial will serve as lasting testament to
the innocent who died, to the grieving who
survive them, to the brave who found in trag-
edy the strength and the persistence to en-
sure that their children, their parents, their
brothers and sisters would not be forgotten.

I know this season must be especially dif-
ficult for all of you. I know you still see their
faces and hear their voices and feel their ab-
sence, and nothing the rest of us can do can
erase that loss. But I say to you today that
our Nation will never stop pursuing justice
against those who caused it, for the attack
on Pan Am 103 was an attack not only on
the individuals from 21 nations who were
aboard the aircraft, it was an attack on Amer-
ica.

Our creed of freedom and opportunity is
not a mere abstraction and neither are its
enemies. Indeed, the states that sponsor ter-
rorism know that the American idea is a mor-
tal threat to their illegitimate and repressive
authority. They know, too, that history, the
rising tide of democracy seen everywhere in
the world, is turning against them. And so
with terrorism and any other means at their
disposal, they lash back. We saw it in Pan
Am 103. We saw it at the World Trade Cen-
ter. We saw it in an attempt to assassinate
former President Bush. These outlaws seek
to legitimize their voice through violence, to
advance their agenda through threats, to
cripple our daily lives through fear. My
friends, you and the efforts you have made
are proof that they fundamentally misunder-
stand the character of America.

Just a few moments ago, I had the oppor-
tunity to meet with some representatives of
the families of Pan Am 103. It was clear to
me as never before that the brutality of their
crime only fortified your determination, and
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