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port services and transition services and this,
that, the other thing. But in plain English,
what we’re trying to do is take people who
are battered and bruised and broken, but
who still have a lot of God’s grace left in
them, and find a way to bring all that back
to the surface and put their own lives back
more in their control.

I hope this new approach works. If it does,
it will be because of a lot of you out there
on the front-lines who are making it work,
like this fine and funny man of the cloth.
If it does, we will have given the American
people a good Christmas present.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Rev. John Steinbruck, pas-
tor, Luther Place Memorial Church. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Message on the Observance of
Christmas
December 22, 1993

Warmest greetings to all who are celebrat-
ing Christmas in this season of hope.

Each year at this time, we gather together
with our loved ones. We teach our children
to believe that, with faith and hard work,
their dreams can come true. We reach out
to each other in caring and fellowship. We
look to the future with hope and always with
the most earnest of mankind’s prayers—the
prayer for peace. Thankfully, at this Christ-
mastime, we can joyously celebrate the re-
sults of our prayers.

Around the world, people are embracing
the promise of the post-Cold War era, throw-
ing off the shackles of tyranny and commit-
ting themselves to the ideals of democracy.
Old enemies who met for centuries on the
battlefield are now meeting on common
ground to discuss peace. In our own country,
many citizens are rededicating themselves to
improving their communities and to ending
the crime and violence that still threaten us.
This has indeed been a year worthy of the
Prince of Peace.

I have always believed that the Christmas
spirit of giving and caring joins children and
parents across the country and around the
world. This year, let us listen to the dreams
of our children and gain strength from their
idealism. On this holiday, let us reach out
to the people around us and work for a world
at peace.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
to all for a very merry Christmas.

Bill Clinton

Statement by the Press Secretary on
the President’s Telephone
Conversation With President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia
December 22, 1993

The President telephoned Russian Presi-
dent Yeltsin in Moscow this morning. The
two leaders spoke for 30 minutes.

The President offered his congratulations
to President Yeltsin and the Russian people
on the recent free and fair elections held in
Russia and on the adoption of a new constitu-
tion. President Yeltsin said that he and the
Russian Government intended to work well
and constructively with the new Parliament.

The two leaders discussed preparations for
their January meetings in Moscow, agreeing
that part of the agenda would include a re-
view of U.S.-Russian economic cooperation
to date. In this connection the President re-
affirmed strong U.S. support for economic
reform and democracy in Russia. President
Yeltsin confirmed his intention to continue
a firm course of economic reform in Russia.

The two Presidents also discussed foreign
policy issues that will be on the agenda for
their January meetings. They agreed on the
need to continue the cooperative tripartite
dialog with Ukraine, with the aim of resolving
the complex set of nuclear issues. President
Yeltsin affirmed that Russia had no intention
of interfering in the affairs of its neighbors.
The President reiterated the U.S. hope for
concrete movement on the question of the
withdrawal of Russian troops from Latvia and
Estonia.
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