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NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this communique. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Statement by the Press Secretary on
the Death of Foreign Minister Johan
Jurgen Holst of Norway
January 14, 1994

The President was saddened to learn yes-
terday of the death of Norwegian Foreign
Minister Johan Jurgen Holst. Throughout his
long and distinguished career, Minister Holst
was one of the world’s leading experts and
wisest thinkers on international security
issues. As his nation’s defense minister, head
of a leading research institute, and foreign
minister, he was in the forefront of those de-
signing and implementing international secu-
rity policies during the cold war and adapting
those policies to the post-cold-war period.

Americans remember him best for his
leading role in the Israeli-PLO negotiations
that led to the breakthrough in the Middle
East peace process last September. The
President was proud to have the opportunity
to honor Minister Holst at the White House
signing ceremony on September 13.

The White House expresses its deepest
sympathies to the family and friends of this
great statesman.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
January 15, 1994

Good morning. Today I’m speaking to you
from Moscow where I’m completing a series
of meetings with President Boris Yeltsin and
other Russian reformers. My visit here comes
near the end of a week of European meetings
designed to increase American security and
American prosperity by working to make Eu-
rope more united through shared democratic
values and institutions, free trading market
economies, and defense cooperation.

Despite the challenges we face at home,
from health care reform to fighting crime to
retraining our work force and creating more
jobs, we still must remain engaged in world
affairs. That’s the only way we can spur

worldwide economic growth and open for-
eign markets so that we can boost our exports
and create new American jobs. We also have
to exert leadership in world affairs to protect
our Nation and keep small problems today
from growing into dangerous crises tomor-
row.

No part of the world is more important
to us than Europe. Our people fought two
world wars in this century to protect Eu-
rope’s democracies. Today, Europe remains
at the heart of our security and is also our
most valuable partner in trade and invest-
ment.

Now Europe stands at a key moment. The
cold war is over. Western Europe no longer
fears invasion, and we no longer live in the
shadow of nuclear annihilation. The Soviet
Union has given way to a dozen new inde-
pendent and largely democratic states from
Central Asia to the Baltic countries.

Yet despite these advances for freedom,
we still need to work with our transatlantic
partners to build a new security. Many na-
tions of the former Soviet bloc are fighting
economic hardship that could threaten their
new democracies. In many of these coun-
tries, militant nationalists are fanning the
flames of ancient ethnic and religious
hatreds. And we still have to finish the work
of reducing the cold war nuclear stockpiles.
We can’t afford to ignore these challenges.

Our country tried turning our back on Eu-
rope after World War I. The result was a
global depression, the rise of fascism, and an-
other world war. After World War II, we
acted more wisely. We stood firm against
Communist expansion. We founded NATO.
We created new institutions to help expand
global trade. We helped turn Western Eu-
rope’s warring neighbors into solid allies. The
result has been one of the most peaceful and
prosperous times in all history.

One key to our new security is helping Eu-
rope’s former Communist states succeed
themselves in building democratic govern-
ments, market economies, and peaceful mili-
taries. Our best security investment today is
to support these practices of freedom in Eu-
rope’s Eastern half in places such as Poland,
Ukraine, and Russia. That was my top goal
on this trip.
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In Brussels, I met with European leaders
about ways to strengthen all our nations by
expanding trade and economic growth. I also
attended a summit to adapt NATO, history’s
greatest military alliance, to this new era. Our
NATO partners approved my proposal for a
Partnership For Peace, a Partnership which
invites Europe’s Eastern nations to partici-
pate in military cooperation with NATO’s
forces.

In Prague I met with the leaders of the
Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, and Slo-
vakia. These countries have been at the fore-
front of communism’s collapse and democ-
racy’s rebirth. As I met with such famous
democratic heroes as President Lech Walesa
of Poland and President Václav Havel of the
Czech Republic, I assured them that the se-
curity of their countries is important to our
security, and I outlined new ways to help
their economic reform succeed.

Then I flew to Kiev in the Ukraine. I met
with Ukraine’s President Kravchuk to nail
down an agreement to eliminate over 1,800
nuclear warheads that were left in Ukraine
when the Soviet Union broke apart. Most of
those warheads have been targeted at the
United States, and their elimination will
make all of us safer, not only from nuclear
accidents but from nuclear terrorism.

And now I’m in Moscow. The weather’s
cold, but our work has brought us to a new
season of partnership, warm partnership,
with Russia’s reformers. President Yeltsin
and I reached a series of agreements to ex-
pand our trade ties, protect human rights,
and reduce the threat of nuclear accidents
of proliferation.

One of the experiences I enjoyed most
here in Moscow was speaking to an audience
of Russians, many of them young people. In
many ways their concerns reminded me of
those voiced by our own young people, espe-
cially as they spoke about their educations
and their careers, their hopes and their fears
about the future. But their comments also
suggested that their hopes for a new Russia,
despite all the problems that they have today,
a new Russia, proud and free, outweigh their
fears. I tried to convince them that their
peaceful transition to a more open society
is important not only to them but to all the
rest of us in the world as well. And I urged

them to stay the course of economic and po-
litical reform.

In the end, the next generation is what
this entire trip is about, the young people
in America, the young people in Europe and
throughout the rest of the world. The kind
of efforts we’re pursuing this week, the kind
of efforts that will increase democracy, pro-
vide for military cooperation instead of con-
flict, and provide for more open markets, for
more jobs for our people and other people,
these are the things which will make our
young people’s future more promising, more
prosperous, and more secure.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:01 p.m.
on January 14 at the Kremlin in Moscow for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 15. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
address.

Remarks to Future Leaders of
Belarus in Minsk
January 15, 1994

Thank you very much. Sergei Gaponenko,
the president of the National Academy of
Sciences, and to my friend Chairman
Shushkevich, ladies and gentlemen, thank
you all for coming here. I hope the trans-
lation is working well. [Laughter] Does the
laughing mean yes or no? Yes, I think.

I’m delighted to be here at your National
Academy of Sciences with many representa-
tives of my Government and representatives
of yours. But most of all, I’m glad to see so
many young people here, because it is your
future I wish to talk about today. I want to
thank Chairman Shushkevich for inviting me
and for suggesting that I meet with you. The
Chairman is a leader of real courage, in re-
cording the terrible toll of Chernobyl and in
leading your nation’s reforms. And I’m de-
lighted to be with him here today.

I wanted to come to Belarus because I am
impressed with much of what you have done
and because I believe you can and will do
even more. Your generation has been given
an opportunity to build a strong and free na-
tion. While you face hard times today, you
have much with which to build a better fu-
ture. You stand at the crossroads of con-
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