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‘‘Schindler’s List’’; that’s what I think, in my
opinion, closely followed by ‘‘Shadowlands.’’

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. Do I exercise? Yes, I go

jogging five or six times a week, normally.
And I have some weights I work out on, and
I play golf as often as I can. The Secret Serv-
ice jogs with me every day. And most of them
are in better shape than I am and can run
me to death. But sometimes I find one who
is not in as good a shape as I am, and I enjoy
that very much. [Laughter]

Q. [Inaudible]
The President. Yes, I want all of you who

haven’t shaken my hand before I leave, you
come up here and shake hands with me. You
certainly can.

Okay, one more question. What is it? Is
this for me? What am I going to do with
all these rings? You all are killing me with
rings here.

The Presidency
Q. How did you feel when you knew you

became President?
The President. I was so happy, because

I had worked very hard and because there
were so many things I wanted to do. And
I was really grateful, too. I just felt so grateful
that people had given me that chance.

Q. What did you feel like when you
weren’t President, before?

The President. When I wasn’t President?
I was happy, too. I was happy then, too.

President’s Health
Q. How is your health?
The President. My health is good, I think.

I just went to the doctor, and I had tests
for 6 hours. And they said that my blood
pressure was good, my heart was strong. I
lost 15 pounds since last year, so I’m doing
pretty good. I’ve got 15 more to go.

I’m going to go look at the quilt. But look,
I shook hands with some of you coming up,
so if you shook hands with me, back up and
let all the kids who didn’t get to shake hands
come up, and I’ll shake hands with all the
kids who didn’t.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:51 p.m. at the
Four Seasons Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Bob Lanier of Houston. A tape was not

available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks at the Texas Presidential
Dinner and Gala in Houston
February 6, 1994

Thank you very much. My longtime friend
Garry Mauro, and Chairman and Mrs. Wil-
helm, Mayor and Mrs. Lanier, Secretary and
Mrs. Bentsen. I want to say that I have a
lot to be grateful to Texas for, big victory
in the primaries here, an enormous amount
of support, a lot of friends. But I think I prob-
ably owe you most for Lloyd Bentsen and
Henry Cisneros.

I want to say also how much I appreciate
two other Texans in my administration, one
of whom is here and one is not, the Secretary
of the Navy, John Dalton, from San Antonio,
and my good friend, the Assistant Secretary
of the Interior, Bob Armstrong, who has
done a wonderful job for you and for us in
America.

When we had that terrible earthquake re-
cently in California, Henry Cisneros was
there before the aftershocks stopped. And
people told me over and over again, ‘‘The
last time this happened to us we had to go
to Washington to find the Cabinet. Now
you’ve got a Secretary who came to us, who’s
committed to us.’’ That’s the kind of job he’s
doing up there.

It’s been a long time since an American
Treasury Secretary has enjoyed anything ap-
proaching the prestige that Lloyd Bentsen
has earned all over the world, in Asia, in Eu-
rope, in Latin America, and of course, here
in the United States and in the Congress.
I cannot say enough about him in front of
you, his constituents, for all the advice he’s
given, all the leadership he’s shown, and all
the trouble he’s kept me out of. [Laughter]
I want to thank him so much.

I also want to say a special word of ac-
knowledgement to your State Democratic
Chairman, Bob Slagle, and to Governor Ann
Richards, who I just left, and to all these
Members of Congress who are here and
those who aren’t here.

I want to say, too, that there are several
points I want to make tonight without giving
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much of a speech. I just want to talk to you
as one American to another.

When I became President, people had
pretty much given up on the Government
doing anything right. The economy was going
in the wrong direction, and the country was
coming apart when we needed to be coming
together. And a lot of people, frankly, includ-
ing probably a majority of people in this
State, had all these preconceptions—Lloyd
Bentsen referred to them in his introduc-
tion—about what Democrats were for. And
you know, I looked for 12 years—I listened
to Republicans talk about reducing the defi-
cit, and it just went up; we quadrupled the
debt.

Well, we didn’t just talk about it, we did
something about it. Last week it was esti-
mated that the deficit would be 40 percent
lower next year than it was going to be when
I took office, 40 percent lower. And because
of that, interest rates are down, inflation is
down, home sales are up, car sales are up,
and we got more new jobs in one year than
we had in the previous 4 years. Now, that’s
not Republican rhetoric, that’s Democratic
record, performance, and work.

I heard them talk about family values and
about how people should not be on welfare,
they ought to work, but I never saw much
happen. And one year, after 7 years of trying,
we passed the Family and Medical Leave Act
so that people could take a little time off
when their children were born or their par-
ents were sick without losing their jobs. We
took the first big step toward welfare reform
by giving income tax relief to 15 million fami-
lies that hover right around the poverty line,
even though the people work full-time, so
that there would never be any more incentive
to leave work and go on welfare, so that all
the incentives would be the other way around
and we would reward work and family. So
it wasn’t just the other party’s rhetoric, it was
our reality. And we’ve just begun.

And I heard them for years talk about
being tough on crime, and after 7 years of
flailing around, we finally passed the Brady
bill. And now we’ve got a tough crime bill
before the Congress which says no to the
things we ought to say no to and begins to
say yes to the things we ought to say yes to.
That is, it does provide for tougher penalties,

especially for repeat violent offenders. But
it also puts another 100,000 police officers
on the street because we learned from Mayor
Lanier that if you have more police in the
right place, you’ll lower the crime rate. And
it provides drug treatment and education and
alternative imprisonment for young people to
give them a chance to put their lives back
together. You can’t just say no to people; you
also have to say yes to the people that are
going to be on your streets, in your neighbor-
hoods, and a part of your future. It’s time
to stop turning away from them and start giv-
ing them a way to be a part of our common
future. That is what it also does.

I heard all this talk for years about how
the other party was for business and for trade
and for small business, but it was our admin-
istration that passed an economic plan that
gave, as they’ll find this April 15th, 90 per-
cent of the small businesses in this country
a chance to get a tax cut if they invest more
in their businesses, 90 percent; they gave in-
centives for people to invest in new business.
This year we had the biggest increase in en-
trepreneurial investments in new business in
American history, number one. That is the
record of this administration, not rhetoric.

And yes, we have taken on health care.
You know why? Because we’re the only coun-
try in the advanced world that doesn’t pro-
vide a basic package of health care to all of
its citizens. And as a result, some of the peo-
ple of the families I saw—you know, I went
to a party tonight of children with cancer and
their families. And I looked out there, and
I said, I know I’m looking at people who now
can never change their job because they had
a sick child. I know I’m looking at people
who run up against those lifetime limits on
insurance, so now that their kids really need
the health care, they’ve blown it out, and they
can’t get any more. I know I’m looking at
people who may lose their coverage or lose
their jobs and never get health insurance
again.

Now, I don’t believe we can’t do that and
help our economy, not hurt it. Why? Because
today in America, businesses that are small
are paying insurance premiums 35 percent
above the national average. I think we can
do better than that.
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I don’t believe that we can’t do better.
They talk about choice. Do you know that
today only one in three, only one in three
workers with health insurance from their em-
ployer has any real choice in their doctors?
Under our plan, every American will have
at least three different choices of health care
plans at a minimum. There will be more
choice, not less. And it will all be private,
private health care and private insurance, in
spite of the rhetoric of our opponents in the
other party.

Do I think we can do it? Is it easy? No.
If it’s easy, somebody would have done it al-
ready. Is it free of complexity? No. I know
one thing: You cannot justify a system in this
country, in the shape a lot of people are in,
where we spend 10 cents on a dollar more
on paperwork, insurance premiums, and bu-
reaucracy, more than any other country in
the world, and we still can’t figure out how
to cover people. And another 100,000 Ameri-
cans a month are losing their health insur-
ance for good. I believe we can do better,
and we are going to.

Finally, let me say this: I heard the other
side talk about free trade and economic
growth and, especially in Texas, being good
to Texas. I heard all that. But this administra-
tion fought for NAFTA, and we were 100
votes down, and we came back and we passed
it. This administration fought to get rid of
export controls that are allowing Texas busi-
nesses to do business all around the world
today. I had a man in a meeting that I came
to before I came down here, he said, ‘‘Your
administration has done more in one year to
promote international business opportunities
for American business people than the pre-
vious administration did in the last 12 years.’’
That is the rhetoric of success. That is reality.
That’s not just something we’re talking about.

Let me tell you something else. I know
I didn’t carry Texas in the last election. I
know that. Some think I may not carry it
again. But I’ll tell you one thing: When the
space station was going down, we fought for
it, and we lifted it up, and we saved it. We
now have a project that is at the core of our
partnership with Russia and our hope for a
better world.

There is example after example after ex-
ample. In our new energy policy, Garry
Mauro’s alternative fleet conversion policy to
use more natural gas to burn in Federal cars,
and all the things we have done that show
that this administration is not just talking
about Texas and telling people things they
want to hear, we’re actually doing things to
help this State move into the 21st century.

One of the people I neglected to introduce
earlier, that I’d be remiss if I didn’t, is the
Deputy Secretary of Energy, who is from
here in Houston, Bill White. Where is he?
Bill’s here somewhere. We have an energy
policy that really is pro-natural gas, pro-
American producer, good for America, and
good for Texas.

I say these things because we’re going to
have some elections in 1994, and we’re going
to have all that old rhetoric again. And the
Republicans are going to tell you exactly what
they think you want to hear. I saw them the
other day, they were complaining that I had
stolen their themes, as if they own fiscal re-
sponsibility. What they own was quadrupling
the deficit. What we own is a budget this
year that eliminates 100 programs and cuts
300 more. That’s our issue, not theirs. They
act like they own the crime issue. But what
they did was to fiddle around with crime for
years while it got worse. And what we did
was to pass the Brady bill and put a crime
bill on the floor of the Congress that offers
the promise of lowering the crime rate.

I say that because I want you here in Texas
to remember that if you want something
done, instead of to be told what you want
to hear, you need to help us. You need to
keep these seats in Congress, go after that
Senate seat, keep Ann Richards in the Gov-
ernor’s office. Give us a partnership to move
America forward.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. at the
Wortham Center. In his remarks, he referred to
Garry Mauro, Texas land commissioner, and
David Wilhelm, chairman, Democratic National
Committee.
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Remarks to the Greater Houston
Partnership in Houston
February 7, 1994

Thank you very much. Secretary Bentsen,
you said if I had been in any danger, I would
have sent you to give this speech. You notice
how quickly he got off the stage when it came
my turn to talk? [Laughter]

I want to thank all those who preceded
me—Ken Lay for his kind remarks. He and
I had an unusual and, for would-be golfers,
a lifetime opportunity. We got to play golf
with Jack Nicklaus in Colorado last summer.
Nicklaus won. [Laughter] It was good for
both of our humility quotients.

I’m glad to see Mayor Lanier again. You
know, I’ll tell you a story about Mayor Lanier.
He’s the only person I know who actually
turned down a personal tour of the Oval Of-
fice. It’s a true story. He was up there one
night, he and Mrs. Lanier were there, and
we watched a movie, as I remember, in the
White House movie theater. And I said, ‘‘If
you want to go see the Office before you
leave, I’ll take you over there.’’ And it was
about midnight, and he said, ‘‘I don’t do tours
at midnight.’’ And he went on to bed.
[Laughter] And I thought, that was the kind
of common sense that carried him to the
mayoralty, wasn’t it? People ought to be safe
in Houston. I believe we ought to have more
police officers and put them in the right
places. And I didn’t take it personally. I’m
going to invite him back in 1997. [Laughter]
I thought it was great.

And let me say about Lloyd Bentsen that
I believe he’ll go down in the history books
as one of the great Treasury Secretaries in
this century, not only because of his iron will
in steering through the biggest deficit reduc-
tion package in history last year but because
of the way he has worked with the private
sector, with the Federal Reserve, with the
other power centers in our country and the
influence that he’s exerted overseas from
Russia to China to Latin America. It’s a real
source of comfort and reassurance to me to
know that whenever I’m in a kind of a tough
bind, I can call him on the phone and ask
him for his advice. Sometimes I call him on
the phone and ask him for advice about prob-
lems that have nothing to do with the Treas-

ury Department. And sometimes he smiles,
and he says, ‘‘Gosh, I’m glad I don’t have
to make that decision.’’ [Laughter] But most
of the time he gives me good advice, and
most of the time I follow it.

Let me also say, I know there are several
Members of Congress here today, and I may
miss some of them, but I see in the audience
Gene Green, Craig Washington, Mike An-
drews, and Jack Brooks. I don’t know if I
missed anybody else, but I thank you all for
being here. They have to listen to me talk
all the time. It’s remarkable that they have
the forbearance to come all the way home
and listen to it again.

We’re a little bit late today because I spent
a good part of the morning dealing with the
crisis in Bosnia. And I am sorry we’re a little
bit late, but I do want to just tell you what
has happened before I go into my remarks,
just briefly.

As you know, there was an outrageous at-
tack on innocent civilians in Sarajevo on Sat-
urday. And our Government is talking with
our allies about what steps ought to be taken
in response not only to this outrage but to
the possibility of future attacks on innocent
civilians in the future. We’re also talking
about whether there’s something more we
can do to help the parties agree to solve the
conflict. Until those folks get tired of killing
each other over there, bad things will con-
tinue to happen. And sooner or later they’re
going to have to decide that it’s in their inter-
est to let their children grow up in a world
free of war.

The United Nations Secretary-General
Boutros-Ghali has asked the North Atlantic
Council to take the necessary decisions which
would enable NATO’s military forces to re-
spond to requests for air strikes directed
against artillery and mortar positions around
the city of Sarajevo that can do the kind of
horrible things you saw on Saturday. If the
United Nations mission there determines
who is responsible for the attacks—in other
words, the Secretary-General has now asked
that authority be given to our commanders
there on the ground to take appropriate ac-
tion. I very much welcome that request. I
have hoped that that would be the case for
some time. I have directed our representa-
tives at NATO to support the Secretary-Gen-
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