
344 Feb. 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

closer together. So the fact that the short-
term rates went up a little bit, still the long-
term rates could be lower than they are, con-
siderably lower than they are. And the dif-
ference between short- and long-term rates
would not be out of whack with 20, 30, 40-
year historical average.

So I think the main good news for Ameri-
cans is that Mr. Greenspan said that condi-
tions for long-term growth are good; condi-
tions for low inflation are good. And that’s
what we believe, and we’re going to keep
working on it.

Q. But he did say that long-term rates
would go up, did he not?

The President. No, he said they had gone
up, didn’t he? I mean, he thought they—if
we had explosive growth, they’ll go up be-
cause we’ll have more people wanting
money.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:39 p.m. in the
Colonnade at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to the arrest of Aldrich Hazen Ames
and Maria del Rosario Casas Ames.

Remarks on Signing the Executive
Order on Educational Excellence for
Hispanic Americans
February 22, 1994

Thank you very much, Secretary Peña,
Secretary Cisneros, all the people here from
the Department of Education, along with
Secretary Riley, including Norma Cantu and
Gene Garcia, who have been recognized.
When I was listening to my longtime friend
Dick Riley up here speaking, I was thinking
that this group could have forgiven me per-
haps for putting someone in my Cabinet who
spoke English with such a heavy accent.
[Laughter] You know, sometimes people
from South Carolina are hard for even the
rest of us southerners to understand. I re-
member once when Senator Fritz Hollings
from South Carolina was running for Presi-
dent and he was in a roast, and Senator Ken-
nedy from Massachusetts spoke at the roast.
And he said that he was glad to be there
in honor of the first non-English-speaking
American ever to seek the Presidency. He’ll
probably resign this afternoon—[laughter].

We’ve had a wonderful day today, Dick
Riley and I have, the kind of day we always
wanted to have, fighting for better education
in America. We were the Governors of our
respective States together for a long time in
the seventies and the eighties. We saw what
education could do and what the lack of it
could mean. And I want to thank him person-
ally from the bottom of my heart for the ex-
traordinary work that he has done as Sec-
retary of Education.

This morning I started off the day by going
jogging with about a dozen students from the
Northern Virginia Community College, and
it was interesting. Their average age, I’d say,
was probably 26. One was a native of Peru;
one a native of Iran, just became an Amer-
ican citizen; one a native of Sierra Leone;
one a native of Scotland. And as a matter
of fact, I think only 7 of the 12 were native-
born to the United States.

Then I spoke to the American Council on
Education and was on the platform with Ju-
liet Garcia from the University of Texas at
Brownsville and others today, and we had a
terrific time. I want to thank her and all the
rest of you who are here representing various
organizations, including the Hispanic Edu-
cation Coalition. I think I have you all down
here: Laudelina Martinez, the president of
the Hispanic Association of Colleges and
Universities; those here from the National
Council of La Raza; the National Puerto
Rican Coalition; Aspira; also MALDEF; the
Cuban American National Council; the Na-
tional Association for Bilingual Education;
the Association of Hispanic Federal Execu-
tives.

I’d also like to acknowledge the members
of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus who
are here, including the chair, Congressman
José Serrano; Congressman Bill Richardson
from New Mexico—and we thank you, sir,
for your extraordinary Burmese mission deal-
ing with Aung San Suu Kyi; all America’s
proud of you for what you’ve done—Con-
gressman Ed Pastor; Congressman Robert
Menendez; Congressman Carlos Romero-
Barceló; Congressman Lincoln Diaz-Balart;
Congresswoman Lucille Roybal; Congress-
man Robert Underwood; Congressman—is
Solomon Ortiz here? I don’t think so. I think
that is everyone.
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Those of you in this room, including many
that I have not introduced, have been at the
forefront in pressing for educational oppor-
tunity for Hispanic-Americans. It must have
seemed sometimes a lonely cause. It is,
today, an even more urgent cause than ever
before. You are here today, in part, for me
to say to you, you are not alone.

Our administration has embraced your
cause and seeks to support it. We know that
doors can be shut. We know that only about
half of Hispanic-Americans complete high
school; that between 1980 and 1991, His-
panic enrollment at institutions of higher
education grew 84 percent but still lagged
far behind the national average of enroll-
ments. The percentage of Hispanics going to
college is just about half of that from college
students in other minority groups.

This is a complex problem. And finding
solutions, therefore, can be deferred, as they
often are with complex problems, or we can
say, because the problems are difficult and
complex, we should take even more aggres-
sive action. I am determined that we must
do the latter because we have to succeed.
After all, in the next century, Hispanics will
make up the largest minority group in our
Nation. From this pool, we will draw many
of our leaders, our educators, our work force,
our future.

To ignore the barriers to educational op-
portunity only hampers our own future, as
well as the future of Hispanic-Americans as
individuals. If we fail the youngest and fastest
growing segment of our population, we’ll all
fail. Therefore, we must do everything in our
power to allow every American child to reach
his or her full potential.

I believe and everyone in this administra-
tion believes that every child can learn and
can achieve. We have set world-class goals
in education, and we want to give our schools
and communities the tools to achieve them.
That is at the heart of our general initiatives
on education, the Goals 2000 program, the
school-to-work initiative, the reformation of
the college loan program to lower the interest
rates and string out the repayments so that
all Americans can borrow money and then
do work that they’re proud to do, knowing
that they will never be unduly burdened in
paying back their loans. It’s at the heart of

the national service program. It’s at the heart
of the reemployment program, what we want
to do in replacing the old unemployment sys-
tem where people drew unemployment and
waited for their old jobs to come back, when
we know those jobs are not coming back. We
now want a reemployment system so that the
moment someone is unemployed, that man
or woman can begin immediately, while
drawing the unemployment, to engage in re-
training to plan for a new and better job.

These are the things we want for all Ameri-
cans. But we know we must do more if we
are to achieve those goals for Hispanic-
Americans. And therefore, these goals are at
the heart of the Executive order that I sign
today.

I know that all of you here have heard of
the President’s Advisory Commission on
Educational Excellence for Hispanic Ameri-
cans and the White House Initiative on Edu-
cational Excellence for Hispanic Americans;
both previously existed. But we also know,
from months of working closely with His-
panic groups including many of you here,
that this administration needed to do more.
Together with Hispanic leaders in education,
civil rights, and business, we put our hearts
and minds into finding the means to address
the problems affecting the education of
young Hispanic Americans. This Executive
order is far-reaching. It is a commitment to
education for all Americans.

First, the order establishes a commission
that will be made up from leaders of the His-
panic American community. Using the na-
tional education goals, this commission will
track how Hispanics are doing and rec-
ommend ways to improve performance. The
commission will also look for ways to better
involve Government and the private sector
in helping Hispanic students to achieve these
goals.

The order will also marshal together the
resources of the Federal Government by
using an interagency working group. This is
important because the problems in the edu-
cation of young Latinos are tied to other
areas, to poverty, to unemployment, to crime,
to language barriers, to the breakdown of
family, to name only a few. We need to ad-
dress these problems in their entirety be-
cause that is the only way to make progress
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long-lasting. Agencies will set goals, and they
will not get lost in a bureaucracy. Each exec-
utive department in every agency taking part
will appoint a senior official to oversee their
part of this program.

We will also move to increase Hispanic
American participation in all Federal edu-
cation programs. And every step of the way,
we will continue to consult with the people
and the organizations who have long been
studying the education of Hispanics, and that
includes many of you here today.

This Executive order expands on steps we
have already taken for education. We pro-
pose an increase of $700 million for the Title
I provision and to increase the access to Title
I funds for Hispanic children by removing
a major obstacle, the requirement that a child
have limited proficiency in English. We pro-
pose a 12 percent increase in funding for bi-
lingual education. We proposed, as I said,
direct student loans to lower the interest
rates and the costs and ease the repayment
of student loans. We have proposed a na-
tional service program, that has already
passed, that this year will provide the oppor-
tunity for 20,000 and 3 years from now
100,000 young Americans to earn money
against their higher education by performing
service in their communities.

But we all know that with these best efforts
Government can only provide part of the so-
lution. We can only succeed if all of us take
personal responsibility for our families, our
communities, our educational institutions,
and our countries. The ties of family have
been a great strength in Hispanic America.
These ties fortified by opportunity can nur-
ture and keep a child on a straight and strong
path going forward and upward through the
generations. We have to continue to support
that as well.

And now, I would like to sign this Execu-
tive order and ask Representative Serrano,
representing the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus, to come up. I see Representative
Luis Gutierrez, from Illinois, here also. Did
I miss anyone else in the caucus? I think I
saw everyone else. You shouldn’t hide your
light under a bushel back there. [Laughter]
I’d like to ask Norma Cantu, Juliet Garcia,
Laudelina Martinez to join me, along with
Raul Yzaguirre of La Raza, Luis Nunez from
the National Puerto Rican Coalition, Mario

Mareno from MALDEF, Gilbert Chavez
from the Association of Hispanic Federal
Employees, and Hilda Crespo from Aspira
to come up; and we will sign the Executive
order. Please come up.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:31 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Norma Cantu, Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, and Eugene Garcia, Di-
rector of the Office of Bilingual Education and
Minority Languages Affairs, Department of Edu-
cation.

Executive Order 12900—
Educational Excellence for Hispanic
Americans
February 22, 1994

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
advance the development of human poten-
tial, to strengthen the Nation’s capacity to
provide high-quality education, and to in-
crease opportunities for Hispanic Americans
to participate in and benefit from Federal
education programs, it is hereby ordered as
follows:

Section 1. There shall be established in
the Department of Education the President’s
Advisory Commission on Educational Excel-
lence for Hispanic Americans (Commission).
The Commission shall consist of not more
than 25 members, who shall be appointed
by the President and shall report to the Sec-
retary of Education (Secretary). The Com-
mission shall comprise representatives who:
(a) have a history of involvement with the
Hispanic community; (b) are from the edu-
cation, civil rights, and business commu-
nities; or (c) are from civic associations rep-
resenting the diversity within the Hispanic
community. In addition, the President may
appoint other representatives as he deems
appropriate.

Sec. 2. The Commission shall provide ad-
vice to the President and the Secretary on:
(a) the progress of Hispanic Americans to-
ward achievement of the National Education
Goals and other standards of educational ac-
complishment; (b) the development, mon-
itoring, and coordination of Federal efforts
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