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working at them. And we got some good
news yesterday on Bosnia, and we just keep
working at these things and do our best to
try to bring them to a successful conclusion.

Hugh Rodham

Q. Are you supporting Hugh Rodham?

The President. What? No, what did you
say? | couldn’t hear you.

Q. Oh, I'm sorry. Are you supporting
Hugh Rodham in his campaign?

The President. Well, 1 don't—first, he
hasn’t filed. And secondly, we don’t know if
he’s got any opposition in the Democratic
primary. I'll be out there in the fall helping
all the Democrats. But that's a decision for
him to make. He’s got to make that decision.
I can’t make it.

Herschel Friday

Q. Did you want to say something about
Herschel Friday, your old staff member?

The President. Well, he was a friend of
mine, you know, for 30 years. He did remark-
able work in my State. | used to make fun
of him for flying just back and forth from—
to Little Rock. And he lived a very full life,
was a good man and a great citizen. And Hil-
lary and | talked about it this morning and
our thoughts and our prayers are with Beth
and his family.

Q. Are you going back there, sir?

The President. | don't know. | don’t know
what the facts are yet. | just heard about it
this morning. I actually—right before 1 went
to work early this morning | heard about it.

NoTe: The exchange began at 11:20 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 6652—Save Your
Vision Week, 1994

March 2, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Vision is a gift to be treasured. We often
take our sight for granted and must be re-
minded that our eyes require adequate care
and attention. At a time when new tech-
nologies are revolutionizing medicine, eye
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care continues to make dramatic progress.
Many diseases or accidents that would have
caused permanent blindness just a few dec-
ades ago can now be treated, with excellent
prospects for full recovery. Eye care profes-
sionals learn more about proper eye care
every year, discovering new ways to prevent
disease and to minimize potential damage to
our precious eyesight.

Despite our ever-increasing medical
knowledge, however, thousands of Ameri-
cans still suffer preventable vision loss each
year. Proper eye care can significantly reduce
the incidence of such needless tragedies, and
I encourage all Americans to learn ways to
minimize the risks of disease and injury to
their eyes.

Having periodic eye examinations is an ex-
cellent way to invest in one’s long-term
health. Preventive eye care is always more
efficient, more effective, and less expensive
than dealing with an existing disease. A com-
prehensive eye examination allows an eye
care professional the ability to identify a dis-
ease in its earliest stages and prescribe the
treatment with the best chances for success.

Glaucoma, one of the leading causes of
blindness in the United States, if diagnosed
early, can be treated quite successfully.
Though there are often no early warning
symptoms of the disease, an eye care profes-
sional can detect the affliction during a regu-
lar examination and prescribe eye drops or
other simple treatments to control the dis-
ease and save the patient’s sight. 1 urge all
people at high risk for glaucoma—African
Americans over the age of 40 and everyone
over the age of 60—to receive an eye exam-
ination through dilated pupils at least every
two years.

People with diabetes are also at particu-
larly high risk for preventable eye disorders.
Such eye disease as diabetic retinopathy,
which still blinds many people with diabetes
in our Nation, can be stopped if it is diag-
nosed in time. By receiving an eye examina-
tion at least once a year, diabetics can do
much to protect their vision.

Children, of course, should receive peri-
odic eye examinations, starting when they are
very young. Regular eye care at a tender age
can identify otherwise hidden disorders, thus
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sparing the child a lifetime of visual impair-
ment.

I encourage all Americans to take pre-
cautions to safeguard their vision throughout
their lives. We must teach our children prop-
er eye safety by example—wearing masks or
goggles when we play in contact sports and
using safety glasses when working with vola-
tile chemicals or dangerous machinery.

To encourage everyone to make a con-
certed effort to protect the cherished gift of
sight, the Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved December 30, 1963 (77 Stat. 629; 36
U.S.C. 169a), has authorized and requested
the President to issue a proclamation des-
ignating the first week in March of each year
as “Save Your Vision Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week beginning
March 6, 1994, as Save Your Vision Week.
I urge all Americans to participate in this ob-
servance by making eye care and eye safety
a priority in their lives. I invite eye care pro-
fessionals, members of the media, and all
public and private organizations committed
to the important goal of sight protection to
join in activities that will make Americans
more aware of the steps they can take to pro-
tect their vision.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this second day of March, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:35 p.m., March 2, 1994]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 4.
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Proclamation 6653—American Red
Cross Month, 1994
March 2, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Over a century ago, Clara Barton founded
the American Red Cross to provide hope,
compassion, and care to victims of catas-
trophe and destruction. Today over 150
countries uphold the idea of neutral and im-
partial assistance to all people in times of
great pain, disaster, or war. In 2,600 chapters
across the United States, and on 200 U.S.
military installations around the world, over
1.4 million American Red Cross volunteers
and more than 23,000 paid staff work dili-
gently to save lives and to assist those in cri-
sis.

It is fitting that in this month, which cele-
brates the coming of spring and the rebirth
of nature, we take the time to acknowledge
the many outstanding accomplishments of
the American Red Cross. As the Honorary
Chairman of this praiseworthy organization,
I am proud to commend everyone who is
associated with its life-saving efforts. The
dedicated members of this organization have
enabled thousands of people who thought
hope had abandoned them to experience new
and bright beginnings. Since 1881 the Amer-
ican Red Cross has helped millions who have
entered its doors seeking shelter, food, finan-
cial assistance, training, and most important,
compassion.

The last 12 months will go down in history
as a litany of disasters of every description,
from the Midwest floods to the California
fires and earthquakes to the winter storms
that gripped a large part of the country. The
American Red Cross rose to each challenge
in its usual timely and efficient manner, re-
storing hope for so many in need. The Red
Cross is in the business of responding to dis-
asters, large and small, 365 days a year. It
also provides blood to hospital patients, who
otherwise might not survive.



