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ciate that. But you won’t have to wait much
longer. And when I do it, it will be something
that I’m convinced will be good for the
United States for a long time to come. And
if it takes just a little time to work through
these questions that I have, then it’s worth
doing.

Q. Does that mean you just haven’t
reached a decision yet?

The President. It means just what I said.
When I have something to announce, I will
announce it. On these matters, I tend to keep
my own counsel more than on other things.
I think it is the right thing to do. It is one
of the few things that the President just does
on his own, of course ultimately with the ad-
vice and the consent of the Senate. I’m going
to do my best to do a good job with it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. from
the Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on the Death of Lewis
Puller

May 12, 1994

I am saddened by the death of my friend
Lewis Puller, who served his country with
honor and distinction. As the son of Ameri-
ca’s most decorated Marine veteran of World
War II and a winner of the Pulitzer Prize
for his moving story of his personal struggle,
‘‘Fortunate Son,’’ Lewis Puller was a true
American hero. His death reminds us all of
the grief that still haunts so many of Ameri-
ca’s veterans today, of the wounds that never
heal, and the loved ones left behind.

My most memorable moment with Lewis
was on Memorial Day a year ago at the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial, when he appeared
at that ceremony unexpectedly and wheeled
himself up next to me on the platform. I want
his wife, Toddy, and his children, Lewis and
Maggie, to know that it was an honor for me
to be by his side on that day, and as Memorial
Day approaches again, Lewis will hold a spe-
cial place in my thoughts and prayers.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Convention and Protocols on
Conventional Weapons Restrictions
May 12, 1994

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith, for the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, the Con-
vention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on
the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons
Which May Be Deemed To Be Excessively
Injurious or To Have Indiscriminate Effects
(the Convention), and two accompanying
Protocols on Non-Detectable Fragments
(Protocol I) and on Prohibitions or Restric-
tions on the Use of Mines, Booby-Traps and
Other Devices (Protocol II). Also transmitted
for the information of the Senate is the report
of the Department of State with respect to
the Convention and its Protocols.

The Convention was concluded at Geneva
on October 10, 1980, was signed by the
United States on April 8, 1982, and entered
into force on December 2, 1983. More than
30 countries have become Party to the Con-
vention. It constitutes a modest but signifi-
cant humanitarian effort to protect the vic-
tims of armed conflict from the effects of
particular weapons. It will supplement prohi-
bitions or restrictions on the use of weapons
contained in existing treaties and customary
international law, including the prohibition
on the use in war of chemical and bacterio-
logical weapons in the Geneva Protocol of
June 17, 1925. It will provide a basis for ef-
fective controls on the widespread and indis-
criminate use of landmines, which have
caused widespread civilian casualties in re-
cent conflicts.

The Convention and its Protocols restrict,
for humanitarian reasons, the use in armed
conflicts of three specific types of conven-
tional weapons. Protocol I prohibits the use
of weapons that rely on fragments not detect-
able by X-rays. Protocol II regulates the use
of landmines and similar devices for the pur-
pose of reducing the danger to the civilian
population caused by the indiscriminate use
of such weapons, and prohibits certain types
of booby-traps. Protocol III restricts the use
of incendiary weapons in populated areas.

The United States signed the Convention
on April 8, 1982. Since then, it has been sub-
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ject to detailed interagency reviews. Based
on these reviews, I have concluded that the
United States should become a Party to the
Convention and to its Protocols I and II. As
described in the report of the Secretary of
State, there are concerns about the accept-
ability of Protocol III from a military point
of view that require further examination. I
therefore recommend that in the meantime
the United States exercise its right under Ar-
ticle 4 of the Convention to accept only Pro-
tocols I and II.

I believe that United States ratification of
the Convention and its Protocols I and II
will underscore our commitment to the prin-
ciple that belligerents must refrain from
weapons or methods of warfare that are inhu-
mane or unnecessary from a military stand-
point. I am also mindful of the strong sense
of the Congress that the Convention should
be submitted to the Senate for advice and
consent to ratification, as evidenced in sec-
tion 1365 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 1993 (October 23,
1992, Public Law 102–484) and section 1423
of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 1994 (November 30, 1993,
Public Law 103–160).

More specifically, by becoming Party, we
will encourage the observance by other coun-
tries of restrictions on landmines and other
weapons that U.S. Armed Forces and those
of our allies already observe as a matter of
humanity, common sense, and sound military
doctrine. The United States will be able to
take the lead in negotiating improvements to
the Mines Protocol so as to deal more effec-
tively with the immense threat to the civilian
population caused by the indiscriminate use
of those weapons. It will strengthen our ef-
forts to encourage adoption of a moratorium
on export of all anti-personnel landmines.

I therefore recommend that the Senate
give early and favorable consideration to the
Convention and its Protocols I and II and
give its advice and consent to ratification sub-
ject to the conditions contained in the report
of the Department of State.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 12, 1994.

Remarks at the Gallaudet University
Commencement Ceremony
May 13, 1994

Thank you. Thank you so much for the
warm reception and for the honorary degree.

I must tell you at the beginning that I have
been deeply moved by the wonderful state-
ments of your students, Jeanette and Andre.
I think they have already said everything I
could hope to say as well or better. And I
wish only that I could say it to you in their
language as well.

I’m delighted to be here with Dr. Jordan,
whom I have admired so much and Dr. An-
derson, a native of my home State; with my
great friend and your champion, Senator
Tom Harkin; with many Members of Con-
gress, including Major Owens, who will re-
ceive an honorary degree, Congressman
David Bonior, Congressman Steve Gunder-
son, and your own Representative in Con-
gress, Eleanor Holmes Norton.

I honor, too, here the presence of those
in the disability rights community, the mem-
bers of our own administration, but most of
all, you the class of 1994, your families, and
your friends. You have come to this extraor-
dinary moment in your own life at a very
special moment in the life of your country
and what it stands for.

Everywhere, nations and peoples are
struggling to move toward the freedom and
democracy that we take for granted here.
Our example is now over 200 years old, but
it continues to be a powerful magnet, pulling
people toward those noble goals. This week
we all watched and wondered as a former
prisoner stood shoulder to shoulder with his
former guards to become a President of free
and democratic South Africa.

Yet each day across the—from Bosnia to
Rwanda and Burundi, and here in America
in neighborhood after neighborhood, we
wonder whether peace and progress will win
out over the divisions of race and ethnicity,
of region and religion, over the impulse of
violence to conquer virtue. Each day we are
barraged in the news as mutual respect and
the bonds of civility are broken down a little
more here at home and around the world.

It is not difficult to find in literature today
many who suggest that there are large num-
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