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for us to demand better access to treatment
programs, stronger and better enforced laws
related to drunk driving, policies to reduce
minors’ access to alcohol, and greater in-
volvement of primary care providers in deal-
ing with this problem.

Among older men, prostate cancer is a se-
rious enemy. It is estimated that in 1994, in
America alone, prostate cancer will affect
200,000 men, and 38,000 will die. Prostate
cancer strikes men almost as often as breast
cancer strikes women, yet reluctance to dis-
cuss this disease has left its research largely
under funded. However, what we do know
gives us hope. In addition to physical detec-
tion, doctors can now use a blood test to de-
termine the presence of this cancer. Further-
more, there are several available forms of ef-
fective treatment. We must ensure that all
men over the age of 50 have access to screen-
ing for and treatment of this disease, while
we simultaneously push for affordable medi-
cal care for all Americans.

Even in the face of better, more accessible
detection and prevention programs, we need
men to recognize and adopt healthier life-
styles. No health care policy can replace the
benefits that American men would reap from
this change.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
179, has designated the week of June 12
through June 19, 1994, as ‘‘National Men’s
Health Week’’ and has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week of June 12,
1994, as National Men’s Health Week. I in-
vite the Governors of the 50 States and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Mayor
of the District of Columbia, and the appro-
priate officials of all other areas under the
American flag to issue similar proclamations.
I also ask health care professionals, private
industry, community groups, insurance com-
panies, and all other interested organizations
and individual citizens to unite to publicly
reaffirm our Nation’s continuing commit-
ment to men’s health.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of June, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-

four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and eight-
eenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:36 p.m., June 13, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 11, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 15.

The President’s Radio Address
June 11, 1994

Good morning. For me and for many of
you, last week was a time of remembrance
and rededication. As we marked the 50th an-
niversary of D-Day, a grateful nation hon-
ored the generation of heroes who fought
and won World War II and built us 50 years
of freedom.

I had the privilege of representing our
country at ceremonies honoring all those who
liberated Europe. It was an experience I’ll
never forget. And I came home with a re-
newed sense of commitment to the work we
must do in our time.

The generation of heroes whom we hon-
ored last week never lost faith in the promise
of America. They worked their way out of
the Great Depression, defeated fascism on
three continents, and built half a century of
prosperity for their children and grand-
children. With the history they made they
proved what a great democracy can accom-
plish when we work together for a great pur-
pose.

Yet today, too many have lost that faith.
After years of deadlock and division and drift,
too many doubt that our democratic process
can change our lives for the better. Well, de-
mocracy can be imperfect. After all, it’s run
by and it represents human beings. Its work-
ings are often untidy, and its pace can be
frustratingly slow. But unlike any other sys-
tem of government, it allows the people’s
wisdom to prevail, and ultimately something
good and decent gets done.

This morning I want to tell you about
something profoundly important we’re work-
ing to accomplish. For weeks we’ve been told
that health care reform is dead, that America
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will continue to be the only advanced country
in the world that spends more than anybody
else on health care and does less with it, leav-
ing tens of millions of our fellow citizens
without health insurance, tens of millions
more with inadequate insurance, and even
more with the constant risk of losing their
coverage. But the truth is, in spite of all the
naysayers, our Nation is closer than ever be-
fore to achieving a goal that President Tru-
man set after World War II, ‘‘real health care
security for every family.’’

Last week, for the first time in history,
Congress took several giant steps toward a
bill that answers the call of history and pro-
vides guaranteed private insurance for every
American. Senator Kennedy’s Labor and
Human Resources Committee approved a
bill providing guaranteed private insurance
for every family. The Senate Finance Com-
mittee is moving forward under the leader-
ship of Chairman Moynihan, who is also
committed to achieving coverage for all
Americans.

Meanwhile, other important congressional
committees continue their work, and soon
the House and the Senate will debate and
decide on a bill that will make our families’
anxieties about health care a thing of the past.

This isn’t just about the uninsured, al-
though their numbers are growing and near-
ing 40 million. It’s also about the tens of mil-
lions of Americans, most of them hard-work-
ing, middle class people, who live with the
uncertainty of never knowing whether their
health care will be there when they need it.
After all, they could have a member of their
family get sick or they could lose their jobs
or they could change jobs and they couldn’t
get insurance on the new one. The only way
all of our people will be secure is when every
American knows that whether they lose their
job, change jobs, move their home, get sick,
get injured, or just grow old, their health care
will be there.

Others urge half-measures and quick fixes.
They say they’re reforming the health care
system, but they fail to provide every Amer-
ican with the ironclad guarantee that they’ll
have private health insurance that can never
be taken away. Health care reform just isn’t
the real thing unless middle class working
people are guaranteed coverage, and after at

least 50 years of delay, the American people
deserve the real thing.

I’ll tell you why I’m fighting so hard for
this health care reform. Every day Hillary
and I, the Vice President, people in our ad-
ministration, we all hear about hard-working
Americans whose lives are being torn apart
by uncertainties about their health care. Peo-
ple like Jim Bryant, who told the Boston
Globe that he works 70 hours a week but
has no health insurance for his family. He
wonders if it’s fair that he misses his son’s
soccer games on Saturdays to go to his sec-
ond job while people who are on welfare
have health benefits he and his family don’t
have. In a moment of frustration he pointed
out to his wife that if they broke up she and
their sons could get benefits that working
families like theirs can’t afford.

That’s just not right. No one who works
should have to go on welfare to get health
insurance. And everyone on welfare should
have the opportunity to go to work without
losing health care coverage. It’s families like
the Bryants who will get no help at all from
half-measures, quick fixes, and Band-Aid-
style reforms. For the sake of these hard-
working families, let’s not leave anyone out.
Let’s cover everyone. Let’s get the job done
this year.

In the weeks ahead, you’ll hear from spe-
cial interests who do very well in the present
system and who prefer the deadlock of politi-
cal systems to the reform of health care. For
months, those who do well in the present
system and those who want for political rea-
sons to beat health care reform, have blitzed
the American people with mountains of false
information about our health care plan. They
say it means Government regulation of the
whole system. They say it means taking away
benefits from Americans. But the truth is
what we want is private insurance for every-
one. We want to keep the private health care
delivery system that’s the best in the world
for people who have access to it. We want
to give a break to small businesses so they
can afford health insurance that’s good. But
we think everybody should be covered and
everyone should take responsibility for doing
it.

Now, if you keep faith with democracy,
if you’ll make your voice heard, we can break
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gridlock even on this most difficult issue that
has frustrated Americans for 50 years. And
the national interests will prevail over narrow
interests. I know we can succeed.

Helen Keller once wrote that ‘‘the world
is moved along not only by the mighty shoves
of its heroes but also by the aggregate of the
tiny pushes of each honest worker.’’ Ameri-
cans from every part of the country and every
walk of life have called for fundamental
health care reform this year. The steps that
Congress took last week proved that the
voice of the people is being heard.

I urge you to tell your elected Representa-
tives that we need to do this, do it right, and
do it now.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at the Arrival Ceremony for
Emperor Akihito and Empress
Michiko of Japan
June 13, 1994

Your Majesties, distinguished guests: On
behalf of the people of the United States,
I am deeply honored to welcome Your Maj-
esties to Washington and our Nation for your
first visit since you ascended to the Chrysan-
themum Throne.

When Hillary and I had the great pleasure
of visiting your beautiful country last year,
we were honored by your invitation to the
wonderful banquet at the Imperial Palace for
the G–7 leaders. The people of Japan wel-
comed us with open arms and left us deeply
impressed by their warmth and their society,
which blends the most ancient traditions with
the most modern technologies.

During the next 2 weeks, as you make your
way across our land, the American people
will have the opportunity to return the hospi-
tality that you showed to us. From the great
cities of the East to the peaks of the Rocky
Mountains to the ports of the West, we wel-
come you not as visitors but as honored
guests and old friends.

In the next 2 weeks, you will see much
more than vistas, landscapes, and monu-
ments. You will also meet, as Your Majesty
said on your last visit here, as many people

from as many walks of life as possible. Our
people, after all, are the essence of America.
I know they look forward to welcoming you
into their homes and communities. And I am
certain you will be impressed with them and
that they will be impressed with you and your
great knowledge of our Nation, our culture,
and our history.

You will also witness the tremendous con-
tributions that Japanese-Americans have
made to our society and the growing influ-
ence of Japanese cultural heritage in Amer-
ica. The list is long. It includes distinguished
artists and musicians. It includes athletes. It
includes business leaders and eminent lead-
ers of our political system.

In your travels, you will find that almost
every American city boasts buildings inspired
by the fluid and elegant lines of Japanese ar-
chitects. In millions of American homes you
will see the works of Japanese printmakers
and gardens that might well fit in Kyoto. And
in our elementary schools and colleges, you
will meet thousands of Americans struggling
to learn and to master your wonderful Japa-
nese language. These studies, in fact, are
among the fastest growing courses in our
schools today.

Think how different the world was when
Your Majesty first came to America more
than 40 years ago. Nations were rebuilding
from the devastation of war, and vivid memo-
ries of that conflict divided our two people.
Misunderstanding and even ignorance di-
vided us, and more than borders blocked the
sharing of ideas. When you visited New York
in 1953, you were shown a demonstration of
a brandnew technology. Your eager Amer-
ican hosts called it color television. Today,
as we gather here, millions and millions of
Japanese citizens are watching us as we speak
because their households are linked by sets
to us through the miracle of satellite.

Today’s ceremony is but one symbol of
what the combined talents and ingenuity of
our two people can produce. Surely we have
come far since the days when one of our
great teachers on Japan, your friend and our
Ambassador, Edwin O. Reischauer, observed
that our two countries were using the same
set of binoculars but looking through oppo-
site ends. Today, we share a common vision.
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