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But we have to believe. We have to fight
those who say we cannot do it. We can turn
this economy around. If we can bring this
deficit down, when nobody thought we could
do it, if we can break gridlock, we can do
this too.

I just ask you to look at these people on
this stage and remember this, this is the only
thing that really counts: I ran for this job be-
cause | wanted to do what | could with the
power vested by the framers of our Constitu-
tion and the Presidency to change the lives
of ordinary Americans for the better. There
is no other purpose. And anything—anything
that diverts, divides, distracts, or destroys the
spirit and the purpose of the American peo-
ple, when we have so much on our plate here
at home and around the world, is not good.
And anything that unifies and makes us be-
lieve in ourselves and makes us better and
gives our children a chance to have a better
future is good. That is what we represent.
That is why your contributions are well in-
vested tonight. That is why | ask for your
help to do everything you can to help us pass
health care this year, help us keep reform
going, and help the voters reward the forces
of change and progress and humanity and
unity in the elections this fall.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTe: The President spoke at 9:37 p.m. in the
Imperial Ballroom at the Sheraton Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to David Wilhelm, chairman,
Democratic National Committee, and Gov. Mario
Cuomo of New York. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.
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President Clinton. | would like to begin
by welcoming President Frei here. He leads
a nation which has made a remarkable trans-
formation to democracy with tremendous
economic growth and support for market ec-
onomics. And we are very much interested
in broadening and deepening our economic
relationship with Chile.

I also want to congratulate him on the
speech he gave recently in the Ibero-Amer-
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ican summit in Cartagena, which was a ring-
ing endorsement of democracy, the rule of
law, and human rights.

I think that during the course of his term
as President of Chile, the United States will
be able to work very constructively with
Chile, and 1 believe his leadership through-
out our hemisphere will be very significant.
And 1 look forward specifically to discussing
with him today what we can do to make the
most of the Summit of the Americas that will
be held in Miami in December.

Haiti

Q. Will you be talking about Haiti? And
Mr. President——

President Clinton. Yes, we will.

Q. ——is there a big increase now in the
Haitian refugees, and will you open up Guan-
tanamo Bay?

President Clinton. Yes, we will discuss
Haiti. And we are discussing what our re-
sponse should be. There has been a signifi-
cant increase in Haitian refugees, | think as
a result of political repression in Haiti, per-
haps intensified anxiety over the tougher
sanctions. And we're going to examine what
our options are there.

We do have, as you know, another process-
ing center coming on-line, but we have not
gotten it up and going yet. And as | have
said all along, we have to calibrate our re-
sponse based on our capacity to deal with
this.

I would also note that the safest and best
thing for the Haitians to do is to apply at
the in-country processing center. The rate of
approval there has gone up as well. And that
is the safest and best route to the United
States, and | would hope that more Haitians
would use it.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Chile-U.S. Relations

Q. President Clinton, please, why did you
invite President Frei to the White House?

President Clinton. Well, | invited him
here because of the enormous importance |
attach to the relationship between the United
States and Chile, because of the remarkable
success that his nation has had in moving to
democracy and maintaining an enormously
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impressive rate of economic growth, because
there are many issues that we need to consult
on and work together on, the upcoming Sum-
mit of the Americas in December, and Hiaiti,
just to mention two, as well as our bilateral
economic relationships, which are very im-
portant. So | wanted to see him, and I'm hon-
ored that he was able to make time to come
up here and have this meeting.

Q. Mr. President, what is the position of
your administration vis-a-vis the U.S. trade
agreement with Chile as opposed to entering
through NAFTA? Would you favor Chile en-
tering through NAFTA or through a free
trade agreement which is bilateral?

President Clinton. | don't really have an
opinion on that at this time. | want to discuss
it with the President, and | want our advisers
to be able to discuss it and just determine
the best way.

The most important thing for me now is
to get the Congress to approve the fast-track
negotiations with Chile so that we can accel-
erate this economic partnership whichever
way we decide to go. That’s very important
to me to know that the Congress will support
that, because | have said all along that I
thought we ought to move next with this free
trade agreement to Chile, and that that could
be a model for all of South America.

So my emphasis now has been getting the
Congress to support this. | think they will.
The President’'s met with Members of our
Congress in both parties. And in terms of
which is the best way, | want to hear his view
on that, and then | want to let our people
talk it through, because | just want the objec-
tive to be achieved. | don’t have an opinion
about which is the best way to get there.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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Thank you very much, Senator Graham
and Paul and Christine and Jim and Mary.
I’'m delighted to be here tonight in your be-
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half with a lot of old friends. I thank all the
Members of the Senate for coming.

Senator Graham really is sorry that Paul
and Jim didn’t bring their charts. When he
was Governor of Florida, he spent 80 percent
of his time, when he wasn’t out doing those
work days on television, with charts, showing
the people of Florida why they should
change whatever it was they were doing at
the time. [Laughter] And I love charts, too.
I was made an honorary member of the Sen-
ate’s “Wonk Caucus,” chaired by Sarbanes
and Sasser. Together we put more people
to sleep than all the pills designed for that
purpose in the history of the country.
[Laughter]

I want to say seriously, | appreciate what
Bob Graham said. You know, | served with
I think 150, roughly 150 Governors. Unlike
him, I never could get a promotion until this
job came along. [Laughter] So I kept just
struggling to hold on to my job. And | was
a Governor for 12 years, over a 14-year pe-
riod. And | served, literally, with 150 Gov-
ernors. And if you asked me to go in a private
room and write down the five best Governors
I served with out of 150, Bob Graham would
be on that list. And | say that because he
had a quality as Governor which | have seen
Paul and Jim bring to their work in the Sen-
ate, and of course Bob, and that is that he
had this crazy idea when he got elected—
really a rather radical idea in today’s poli-
tics—that his job was to accomplish some-
thing, not to position himself, not to blame
his opponents, not to divide his State but to
actually do something, that he got hired to
show up for work every day with an agenda
which would be implemented which would
change the lives of the people for the better.

Now, you may think that it's self-evident,
but the longer 1 stay here the more I wonder
whether that is the real purpose of politics
for many people. Senator Mitchell has la-
bored in the Senate, oftentimes to try to put
together a majority of votes, when the real
issue is, is the purpose here to get something
done, or is the purpose to just sort of talk
about it, position it, use a lot of rhetoric and
spray a lot of blame?

It's interesting because | think, in a State
when people get a feel for who you are and
what you stand for, they will stick with you



