Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Aug. 9

Proclamation 6713—Minority
Enterprise Development Week, 1994

August 9, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Growth and development in the minority
business community are crucial to the social
fabric, as well as to the overall economy, of
this Nation. While racial and ethnic minori-
ties constitute over 26 percent of the total
U.S. population—a proportion that is con-
stantly growing—minority citizens continue
to be underrepresented in commerce and in-
dustry.

This lack of representation results in losses
of opportunities and in losses to the Amer-
ican economy. This can and must be rec-
tified. Every individual has a contribution to
make and deserves to participate fully in the
public and private sectors of the United
States, without regard to racial or ethnic ori-
gin.

Minority business development is an es-
sential element in helping to enable every
American to become a full participant in the
economic life of our country. Minority entre-
preneurs often face tremendous odds on the
road to success. However, the assistance and
encouragement of our Government is avail-
able to all of our citizens. This includes up-
to-date information regarding market oppor-
tunities, increased capital for business expan-
sion, advice and experience in business man-
agement, and recognition of the quality
goods and services minority-owned firms can
provide.

Commerce in America is at a watershed:
to achieve economic security, we must elimi-
nate old ways of doing business and initiate
practices that are inclusive. Discriminatory
and exclusionary practices have no place in
our Nation. Ours has always been a society
comprised of minorities; diversity is our
strength. And everyone must be included in
this country’s economic team.

We are definitely on the right track, as the
economic policies of this Administration have
already resulted in renewed economic
growth that has generated 3.5 million new
private-sector jobs for our citizens. And with
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the unemployment rates of our minority citi-
zens showing improvement as well, this
means we are producing more jobs for those
Americans who have too often been excluded
from the mainstream of our society. But
more remains to be done, and we will need
to look to minority businesspeople to become
a cornerstone of an urban renaissance, creat-
ing even more jobs where we most need
them. Minority business development is one
place where a small investment can yield tre-
mendous dividends.

Minority Enterprise Development Week
highlights the benefits of commercial and
economic expansion for minorities and offers
us an opportunity to acknowledge the grow-
ing number of successful minority entre-
preneurs and to pledge support for contin-
ued growth.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the week of Octo-
ber 9 through October 15, 1994, as “Minority
Enterprise Development Week.” | call on
the people of the United States to recognize
the contributions that minority-owned busi-
nesses make to the well-being of this Nation
and to observe this occasion with appropriate
ceremonies.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of August, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and nine-
teenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:19 a.m., August 10, 1994]

NoTe: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 11.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Convention on Pollock Resources
in the Central Bering Sea

August 9, 1994

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, | trans-



1656

mit herewith the Convention on the Con-
servation and Management of Pollock Re-
sources in the Central Bering Sea, with
Annex, done at Washington on June 16, 1994.
The Convention was signed on that date by
the People’s Republic of China, the Republic
of Korea, the Russian Federation, and the
United States. Japan and the Republic of Po-
land, the other participating countries in the
negotiation of the Convention, are expected
to sign the Convention in the near future.
I transmit also, for the information of the
Senate, a report of the Secretary of State con-
cerning the Convention.

This Convention is a state-of-the-art fish-
ing agreement that will aid in ensuring the
long-term health of pollock stocks in the cen-
tral Bering Sea on which the U.S. pollock
industry in the Pacific Northwest in part de-
pends. Its strong conservation and manage-
ment measures will be backed up with effec-
tive enforcement provisions. The agreement
will require that each vessel fishing for pol-
lock in the central Bering Sea carry scientific
observers and use real-time satellite position-
fixing transmitters. All vessels of the Parties
fishing in the central Bering Sea must con-
sent to boarding and inspection by author-
ized officials of other States Parties for com-
pliance with the provisions of the Conven-
tion.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Conven-
tion and provide its advice and consent to
ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 9, 1994.

Remarks on Health Care Legislation
and an Exchange With Reporters
August 10, 1994

The President. I'd like to make a brief
statement and then ask Governor Waihee
and Mr. Bowles to say a thing or two.

This is a very important week for our coun-
try. You know, it's the first time in our history
that we've ever had a debate on the floor
of either House of the Congress on the ques-
tion of health care coverage for all Ameri-
cans. Something that in other advanced na-
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tions people take for granted, we've never
even been able to debate on the floor of our
Congress. And I'm very hopeful that in both
Houses they’ll be able to work out enough
of a consensus to pass a bill that will enable
us to go to conference and come out and
ultimately have legislation that does provide
universal coverage.

We wanted to ask you here today to talk
about Hawaii for a couple of reasons, first
of all because so much of this debate—I
think way too much—has turned on the
question of the requirement that employers
share the cost of buying private insurance
with their employees. And a lot of very dra-
matic claims, dire claims have been made
about that. Hawaii has been doing it for 20
years. It works. Businesses have thrived. Jobs
have not been lost. And the most important
thing is that you can see that in addition to
having lower costs for small business pre-
miums, the closer you get to full coverage,
the closer you get to the other goals of health
care: cost control, better health care out-
comes. These are the things, it seems to me,
that cannot be refuted by the people on the
other side of this argument.

What it ultimately boils down to is they're
saying, “Well, we have this evidence in Ha-
waii,” or “We have evidence in Germany, but
we don’t want to deal with it. We still don't
want to pay.” And it just seems to me that—
there’s another issue | want to bring up that
I keep talking about that’s very important.
Health coverage for people under 65 has
dropped from 88 to 83 percent in the last
10 years. There are 5 million Americans
today who had coverage 5 years ago who
don’t have it today. Almost all of them are
working people and their children. I do not
think that Congress ought to send a message
to the country that it is fine with us if this
deplorable development continues, if we just
see a continuing erosion of the health care
system in America, more and more people
without coverage.

So I'm looking forward to the week and
next week and the months ahead in the hopes
that we can really get something done. And
| think that this example of Hawaii is impor-
tant because it is not refutable; it actually
happened. And it's not like Germany; they



