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In designing the Legal Services Corpora-
tion the Congress recognized the need for
an independent entity, protected from politi-
cal interference, to support local programs
that would be accountable to their own com-
munities. Legal Services was designed to en-
sure that all Americans needing assistance
are provided with legal representatives
whose responsibility is to fully protect and
defend their clients’ best interests according
to the highest standards of professional obli-
gation.

For two decades, the Legal Services Cor-
poration has fulfilled that mandate. It sup-
ports local legal services programs that oper-
ate under the auspices of their own Boards
of Directors, which are made up of clients
and representatives of the local bar. Today,
the Corporation supports 323 programs op-
erating in over 900 neighborhood offices
across the Nation. In addition, more than
130,000 private attorneys volunteer their
time and energy toward activities associated
with local legal services projects.

Legal Services programs extend assistance
to more than 1.5 million people every year,
vindicating their rights, resolving their dis-
putes, and offering a means of improving
their lives. Dedicated attorneys, paralegals,
staff, Board members, and volunteers have
worked with unflinching commitment, often
under adverse conditions, to serve those
whose rights and interests they represent.
Legal Services has won the respect of the
judiciary, the organized bar, and the client
community. For many Americans, the exist-
ence of legal services has renewed their faith
in our government of laws.

On the 20th anniversary of the Legal Serv-
ices Corporation, I reaffirm our national
commitment to equal access to justice, to de-
cency, to fair play. I voice my deep respect
for those who have given so much to keep
those principles alive over the years.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the week of Sep-
tember 26 through October 2, 1994, as ‘‘Na-
tional Legal Services Week.’’ I urge all Amer-
icans to join me in recognizing the contribu-
tions that the Legal Services Corporation and

the local programs that it supports have made
in fulfilling the promise of equal justice
under the law, and I call upon the people
of the United States to observe this week
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-four, and of the Independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:32 p.m., September 27, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 29.

Nomination for Deputy
Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency
September 26, 1994

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate Fred Hansen to be the
Deputy Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency.

‘‘Through his accomplished State leader-
ship, Fred Hansen brings real environmental
expertise and commitment to this position,’’
the President said. ‘‘I am confident that his
service at the E.P.A. will be marked by the
same excellence and leadership he has shown
in Oregon as a long-time environmental lead-
er there.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks Welcoming President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia
September 27, 1994

President and Mrs. Yeltsin, members of
the Russian delegation, distinguished guests.
On behalf of the American people, it is my
great honor to welcome President Boris
Nikolayevich Yeltsin and Mrs. Naina Yeltsin
to Washington for this state visit.

Mr. President, it wasn’t so long ago that
Russian-American summits were moments of
high drama and sometimes disappointing re-
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sults. The people of our countries and from
around the world watched nervously as their
leaders met in a heavy atmosphere of mutual
suspicion and fear. The fate of the world
seemed to hang in the balance of those en-
counters. And success was defined as the
avoidance of confrontation or crisis.

Our moment is quite different but no less
important. For these are exciting times, times
of great opportunity. And we are cooperating
to seize them for the good of all Russians,
all Americans, and all the people of the
world.

Today we meet not as adversaries but as
partners in the quest for a more prosperous
and a more peaceful planet. In so many
areas, our interests no longer conflict, they
coincide. And where we do disagree, we can
discuss our differences in a climate of warm
peace, not cold war.

The Russian-American relationship is at
last, remarkably, a normal one, full of real
accomplishments and genuine promise. Mr.
President, this evolution in our relations is
due in no small part to the peaceful revolu-
tion you are leading in Russia, one that the
United States has fully supported. Your
steadfastness and courage in the face of dif-
ficult odds have inspired millions of Ameri-
cans.

And you have proved the pessimists wrong.
Far from falling backward, Russia, under
your leadership, is coming together and mov-
ing forward. Your efforts, of course, could
not be successful if you did not have the sup-
port of a great and courageous people. Here
in America, we have known the trials and
tribulations of history, but the Russian people
have survived invasions and wars, deprivation
and dictatorship. And through it all, the Rus-
sians have endured, producing uplifting po-
etry and songs, great novels and films, inge-
nious science and path-breaking technology.
Now, the free and open society you are build-
ing will allow the Russian people finally to
reach their full potential. Russia’s greatest
hours lie before her.

Mr. President, we are privileged to share
a great moment, an historic opportunity.
When we met in Vancouver over 18 months
ago, and again in Moscow last January, we
vowed to seize that opportunity by creating
and building upon a new partnership be-

tween our two nations, a partnership that
works. And we have kept that commitment.

As a result, our missiles no longer target
each other’s people for destruction; instead
they are being dismantled. Our soldiers no
longer face each other as deadly adversaries;
instead, they work together as partners for
peace. Young Russians and Americans no
longer learn to be fearful and mistrustful of
each other; instead they study together in
record numbers. Trade between our coun-
tries is no longer stifled by export controls
and prohibitions; instead, it is growing every
day to the benefit of both our peoples.

In short, our nations are growing closer
together, replacing suspicion and fear with
trust and cooperation. Mr. President, this
summit of ours, unlike its predecessors, is
about the future, a future in which we will
strive to integrate Russia and the West, to
build a new century of peace in Europe, and
the future of shared responsibility that comes
with vast territory, large populations, great
power, and democratic values to use our
combined influence and authority for the
good of the world beyond our borders.

Together, we have agreed to safeguard nu-
clear materials and to shut down plutonium
production reactors. Together, with Ukraine,
Kazakhstan, and Belarus, we will rid your re-
gion of thousands of nuclear warheads. To-
gether, we must ensure that all the new inde-
pendent states achieve their rightful place as
strong and independent nations in Europe,
able to chart their own destinies. For that
reason, all Americans rejoiced and deeply re-
spected your decision to withdraw your
troops from the Baltic nations.

Together, we are working to bring peace
to Bosnia, to the Middle East, to Nagorno-
Karabakh. Together, we will build an inter-
national space station and explore the solar
system. Together, we will carry the fight
against transnational problems, like terror-
ism, environmental degradation, and orga-
nized crime. Together, we can and we will
make a difference not only for our own peo-
ple but also for men, women, and children
all around the world.

Mr. President, it is an honor to have you
with us. Together, we have done well in lay-
ing the foundation of trust and security be-
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tween our two peoples. Now, let us build on
it to secure a future of peace.

Welcome to the United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Yeltsin of Russia and an
Exchange With Reporters
September 27, 1994

President Clinton. Well, let me say be-
fore you start that this is a very important
meeting for both of us and for our country
as we’re looking forward to having the oppor-
tunity to discuss a lot of things, particularly
issues relating to the remaining nuclear mat-
ters we’re trying to resolve between us, and
a lot of our mutual concerns about organized
crime, which I think will take a good deal
of work over the years ahead. As you know,
the FBI Director has already been to Mos-
cow, and we’re working closely on that. So
we’re looking forward to the meeting.

Bosnia
Q. President Yeltsin, can we ask you, if

Congress forces the President, and he has
promised he will do this, to lift the arms em-
bargo if the Serbs don’t comply, what will
be your response if the United States lifts
the arms embargo and lets the Bosnian Mus-
lims arm themselves?

President Yeltsin. My response would be
negative, of course. But we will discuss this
issue with the President of the United States.

Q. Mr. President, do you want to com-
ment? Do you want to comment on what you
think can be accomplished?

President Clinton. Well, as you know,
the—at least for the moment, this may be
a largely academic discussion for two reasons.
One is, the legislation now pending commits
me to pursue a multinational, multilateral
lifting of the embargo through the U.N., and
we received word just in the last couple of
days from the Bosnian Government that they
may be interested in deferring any action on
that for 4 to 6 months. It’s something they
brought to us, so we’re all working through
that.

I think the most important thing is we have
to keep pressing the Bosnian Serbs to end
the conflict, to accept the Contact Group’s
proposal. And I want to emphasize that the
United States and Russia have worked very
closely together on Bosnia to this point. We
have been together every step of the way.
We’re going to do our best to stay together.

Q. Haven’t they stopped you from further
air strikes? Haven’t they opposed some of
your policies?

President Yeltsin. Very impressive.
[Laughter]

President Clinton. That’s very impres-
sive, right?

Q. It’s my job.
President Clinton. She does it well. She

does it well. [Laughter]

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

President Yeltsin’s First Visit
Q. Mr. President, do you remember your

first meeting with President Yeltsin 2 years
ago in Blair House here in Washington?

President Clinton. Yes, I do. I remember
it well. We had a fine visit. It was more than
2 years ago, I think, wasn’t it?

Q. Yes, it was in June.
President Clinton. Yes, that was before

I had even been nominated for President for-
mally. I remember it well. He was very kind
to receive me. You know, then as I remem-
ber, I was running third in the polls, and no
one thought I would be elected President.
So I was very pleased that he saw me. And
we got off to a good start.

Russia-U.S. Partnership
Q. You say that the main task is unification

of the West and Russia, and at the same time
you want to be closer—you want to broaden
NATO. Don’t you see that there’s a con-
tradiction in that?

President Clinton. We’re going to discuss
all those things. We’ve made a remarkable
partnership, and I think it’s been based on
real mutual respect for the interests of each
other and for our shared goals in the world.
And I believe we can continue that partner-
ship. We’re going to work at it.
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