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In the Classified Annex, incorporated into
S. 2182 by reference, section 101 directs that
the Secretary of Defense provide a weekly
National Operations Summary to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services of the House and
Senate. Implementation of this provision
must be consistent with my constitutional au-
thority as Commander in Chief and my con-
stitutional responsibility for the conduct of
foreign affairs. While I understand the inter-
est of the two Defense oversight committees
in receiving this sensitive information, there
are questions of scope that need to be re-
solved. In this regard, I note that the joint
explanatory statement of the conferees indi-
cates their intent to provide maximum flexi-
bility to the Department of Defense and the
committees to work out the details of the
content of the National Operations Sum-
mary.

I also point out that section 232, relating
to modifications to the Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty, cannot restrict the constitutional op-
tions for congressional approval of sub-
stantive modifications of treaties.

Finally, I note that section 1304 could be
interpreted as specifically directing the Presi-
dent how to proceed in negotiations with Eu-
ropean countries regarding cost-sharing ar-
rangements for U.S. military installations in
host nations. I support the policy underlying
section 1304 to encourage these countries to
increase their contributions, direct and indi-
rect, of the nonpersonnel costs described in
the provision. However, my constitutional
authority over foreign affairs necessarily en-
tails discretion over these and similar mat-
ters.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 5, 1994.

NOTE: S. 2182, approved October 5, was assigned
Public Law No. 103–337.

Statement on Senate Action on the
‘‘Elementary and Secondary
Education Act’’
October 5, 1994

I am gratified by the broad bipartisan sup-
port in the Senate for final passage of the

‘‘Elementary and Secondary Education Act’’
(ESEA). This act is good news for students,
teachers, families, and communities across
our country. It represents a commitment to
world-class standards of academic achieve-
ments for all students and to adequate prepa-
ration for every teacher. It brings added help
to the schools that need it the most and offers
new flexibility to States and local commu-
nities. It reinforces our national commitment
to schools that are safe and drug-free and
that offer young people a disciplined environ-
ment for learning. It encourages parental in-
volvement in the education of their children.
And it puts the Federal Government square-
ly on the side of public school choice, innova-
tive charter schools, and character education.

Final passage of the ESEA is the capstone
of 2 years of efforts to improve the entire
system of lifelong learning. In an economy
in which, more and more, what we earn de-
pends upon what we learn, these efforts are
the key to our future. Head Start reform, na-
tional goals for elementary and secondary
education, new bridges between schools and
workplaces, national and community service
that allows citizens to help their country
while expanding educational opportunity,
loan reform that lowers costs and allows stu-
dents to repay their debts as a percentage
of income over time—these reforms mean
increased opportunity, a more productive
economy, and a more inclusive society. Fu-
ture generations will look back on this period
as years of historic accomplishment that
began the task of renewing our Nation by
investing in our people.

Statement on the ‘‘Federal Mandate
Relief for State and Local
Government Act of 1994’’
October 5, 1994

I want to commend Chairman John Con-
yers and the House Government Operations
Committee for adopting today the bipartisan
‘‘Federal Mandate Relief for State and Local
Government Act of 1994’’ (H.R. 5128). This
legislation, which I strongly support, will con-
trol the growth of Federal unfunded man-
dates and restore balance to the intergovern-
mental partnership between the Federal
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