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Week Ending Friday, November 4, 1994

Joint Communique of the United
States of America and the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia
October 28, 1994

The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
King Fahad Bin Abdul-Aziz Al-Saud, King
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia held a meet-
ing with his excellency President William
Clinton, during his Excellency’s current visit
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, on Friday
the 23d of Jumda Al-Awal, 1415, A.H., cor-
responding to the 28th of October, 1994.

In this meeting, the two leaders reviewed
bilateral relations along with regional and
international issues of common interest. In
this regard, there was an expression of deep
satisfaction at the level of bilateral relations
and a mutual readiness to promote and de-
velop their relations in a way that serves the
common interests of the two countries and
the well-being of the two peoples as well as
contribute to the security and development
of the whole region.

In addition, the two leaders discussed re-
cent developments related to the peace proc-
ess in the Middle East. On this matter, the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, with
great satisfaction, noted the relentless efforts
of President Clinton and his government to
move ahead the peace process and empha-
sized support for all the agreements already
reached. On his part, President Clinton ex-
pressed his appreciation for King Fahad’s
support for the Israel-PLO agreements and
the Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty and for his
promotion and enhancement of the peace
process. In particular the President ex-
pressed appreciation to him and his counter-
parts in the Gulf Cooperation Council for
ending their enforcement of the secondary
and tertiary boycotts. Both leaders empha-
sized their commitment to continue efforts
to achieve concrete progress in the Israeli-
Syrian and Israeli-Lebanese track. The two
leaders took cognizance of the fact that a per-

manent and comprehensive peace in the area
must be based on the Security Council Reso-
lutions 242, 338 as well as the Principle of
Land for peace.

During the talks, the two leaders also ex-
amined current threats that endanger re-
gional peace and security, notably, the recent
Iraqi violation of Security Council Resolu-
tions and confirm the ill intentions of the
Iraqi Government and its continued aggres-
sive policies that threaten the security and
stability of the Gulf area.

They also noted the provisions of Security
Council Resolution number 949, underscor-
ing their firm resolve to prevent Saddam
Hussein from again posing a threat to Iraq’s
neighbors, particularly, the security of the
State of Kuwait and future stability of the
region. The two leaders voiced their view
that any attempt to lift or alleviate the sanc-
tions on Iraq will continue to be premature
as long as Iraq does not comply fully and
comprehensively with all the Security Coun-
cil Resolutions that pertain to its aggression
on the State of Kuwait. Consequently, any
other efforts, inconsistent with the Security
Council Resolutions, would only result in en-
couraging the Iraqi regime to continue its
aggressive policies and to flout the will of
the international community.

The two leaders emphasized that they had
no quarrel with the Iraqi people with whose
plight they sympathize. They drew attention
to the humanitarian provisions of the UNSC
resolutions which the Iraqi regime has failed
to take up. The responsibility for the hard-
ship of the Iraqi people lies entirely with the
Iraqi regime.

The United States and Saudi Arabia con-
demn all terrorist activities. We are united
against all the enemies of peace, those who
threaten aggression and those who kill inno-
cent people and whose real target is peace
itself. In this way, we will widen the circle
of peacemakers and promote reconciliation
between them.
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NOTE: This item was not received in time for in-
clusion in the appropriate issue.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Prince Bandar in
Hafal-Batin, Saudi Arabia
October 28, 1994

King Abdul-Aziz Medal
Q. Your Majesty, would you care to tell

us what the decoration was, what its purpose
was, Prince Bandar?

Prince Bandar. This is the highest medal
in the kingdom, that His Majesty awarded
the President for his gratitude for the Presi-
dent of the United States of America and
the people of the United States.

The President. You all are holding up
well?

Q. No, are you?
Q. What are you going to do with all your

medals now? Put them in your library?
The President. No, I’m going to wear

them to my press conference and hope that
I’ll get more respect. [Laughter] I’ll just wait
until a difficult question arises, and I will put
it on and hope it serves as a shield.

NOTE: The exchange began at 9:43 p.m. at the
Royal Compound Reception Hall. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 6752—The Year of
Gospel Music, 1994
October 28, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Born in the soul of America’s churches,

Gospel music is an integral part of liturgy
and spirituality in parishes from Atlanta to
Dallas, Detroit to Baton Rouge, the heart of
New York City to the smallest hamlets of our
country. It is a music of the people, one that
has provided hope and inspiration for gen-
erations of Americans.

Gospel music has come to influence sing-
ers and composers of all popular forms, in-

cluding jazz, the blues, and soul music. The
rhythm and expressiveness—the very feel-
ing—has become an important part of our
culture and a vital part of our heritage.

Our Nation owes a great debt of gratitude
to those who preserve and bring to life Gos-
pel music in our churches, in recordings, in
concerts, and through the media. It is in our
national interest to promote and support
Gospel music so that generations to come
may enjoy and appreciate it. In so doing, we
will gain a greater understanding of the
breadth and vitality of the human spirit and
its indomitable faith as it is expressed
through the beauty of song.

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution
157, has designated the year of 1994 as ‘‘The
Year of Gospel Music’’ and has authorized
and requested the President to issue a procla-
mation in observance of this year.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the year of 1994 as The
Year of Gospel Music. I urge all Americans
to celebrate Gospel music with appropriate
ceremonies and activities and to reflect on
the role that this music has in reinvigorating
and renewing our souls and our commu-
nities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-four, and of the independence of
the United States of America the two hun-
dred and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:40 p.m., October 28, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 1. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks on Returning From the
Middle East
October 29, 1994

Thank you very much, and good morning.
Less than 24 hours ago, I stood with the
brave men and women of our Armed Forces
stationed at Tactical Assembly Area Liberty
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in the desert sands of Kuwait. I went there
to express my pride and the pride I know
all Americans share in the job our military
is doing to protect our interests in the Persian
Gulf.

Our troops are living in difficult condi-
tions. But I saw in their faces the pride they
have in their work and the work of our coali-
tion partners. And I can tell all Americans,
their morale is high and they are prepared
and ready to do their job, to do what they
must to stand up for freedom. Anyone who
doubts it should go and see what I saw in
the sands of Kuwait.

I also wish that all Americans could have
been with me in the Wadi Araba, on the bor-
der between Israel and Jordan. There, in the
middle of the Great Rift Valley, soldiers of
the nations of Israel and Jordan reached
across 47 years of hostility to shake hands
in a true, genuine gesture of reconciliation,
just as their leaders found the courage to sign
a peace treaty, a crucial step on the road to
a comprehensive peace in the Middle East.
Israel and Jordan looked to America to help
them to make peace. And they, and other
nations in the Middle East, look to America
as we travel the difficult road ahead, until
we achieve peace throughout the Middle
East.

And I said in every one of the six nations
I visited, the United States will continue to
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with those who
seek the peace, with those who take risks for
peace, with those who stand up for change
in the face of terrorists and extremists who
seek to destroy the peace by killing the inno-
cent. They cannot, they must not, they will
not succeed. They are the past; the peace-
makers are the future.

My trip to the Middle East is a reminder
that we live in times when the spirit of Amer-
ica, our freedom, our vitality, our strength,
our respect for others, our commitment to
the future, this is a driving force in the lives
of millions and millions of peace-loving peo-
ple all around the world. That is why we’re
trusted to support the people of the Middle
East and the people from South Africa to
Haiti to Northern Ireland to the former So-
viet Union in their courageous efforts to es-
cape the shackles of the past and realize their
dreams for tomorrow.

Our efforts in these places, of course, also
advance our own interests, for their successes
strengthen our security and promise us more
prosperity in a world that daily grows more
interdependent.

As we support others in renewing them-
selves, we must continue the work of renewal
here at home. For the source of our ability
to lead beyond our borders is the strength
of the American dream in the minds and
hearts of our own people. In every commu-
nity, every school, every workplace, we must
deal with the changes and challenges, with
the great problems and the much greater
promise of the times in which we live. We
must turn from the past and embrace the
future, a future where ordinary Americans
build strong families with good jobs and safe
communities, served by a Government that
neither interferes with our lives nor walks
away from us but empowers us and chal-
lenges us to make the most of our God-given
potential.

That is exactly what we have begun to do
here. We’ve made a start in putting Govern-
ment on the side of ordinary Americans, cre-
ating jobs and stimulating growth, in building
a world more secure, more free, more pros-
perous for ourselves and for our children.

Like people all over the world who are
drawing on our strength and our spirit to
make their dreams real, we Americans must
renew our own faith in the greatness and un-
limited potential of our country. We must
keep moving forward here at home with no
thought of turning back. I have looked into
the faces of millions of people elsewhere. I
have seen how much they love our country,
how much they share our dreams. We must
do that as well.

Thank you all for coming out this morning.
It’s been an exciting trip, but it’s great to
be home.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:08 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

The President’s Radio Address
October 29, 1994

Good morning. This week I’m speaking to
you from Tactical Assembly Area Liberty in
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the sands outside Kuwait City, Kuwait, in the
Persian Gulf, where I am visiting the brave
men and women of our Armed Forces who
are working here to defend freedom.

Three weeks ago, I ordered them and
other members of the military to come here
because Iraq was massing tens of thousands
of troops on Kuwait’s border. Our soldiers,
sailors, pilots, and marines got here in a
hurry, and Iraq got the message in a hurry.
Its forces stopped dead in their tracks, and
now they have withdrawn. On behalf of all
Americans, I came to Kuwait to tell our
troops two simple but deeply felt words:
Thank you.

I can tell you the men and women of our
Armed Forces are doing well. They are work-
ing well with their coalition forces, the Ku-
waitis, the British, and the other allies who
have come here to help to defend this coun-
try. Their morale is high; their commitment
to their mission is unquestioned. Of course,
they’d rather be home with their loved ones,
and we’ll do everything we can to get them
back there soon. But they’re here to do their
jobs, and nobody does it better. In places
from Haiti to Korea, our troops are the great
source of our national strength.

As our military helps to secure peace in
the Gulf, our diplomacy is also helping to
make peace between Israel and its Arab
neighbors. I wish all Americans could have
seen what I had the privilege to witness this
week. The leaders of Israel and Jordan, en-
emies for 47 years, found the courage to put
aside their past to come together in a moving
ceremony in the desert between their two
countries. They made peace after a genera-
tion of war so that this generation and the
next generation of their citizens could enjoy
their lives, not live in dread.

I know you were moved, as I was, by what
Jordan’s King Hussein and Israel’s Prime
Minister Rabin said about America. They
said they couldn’t have made this peace with-
out our support. One member of a delegation
of Americans who went with me put it best
when he said, ‘‘It made me so proud to know
that my country was responsible for helping
to build this peace.’’

The United States, at this moment in his-
tory, is uniquely blessed. We are blessed with
great power and a heritage and commitment

not to abuse that power but, instead, to seek
peace, freedom, and democracy as well as
our own security. We are using our role to
do that in the Middle East to build a com-
prehensive peace.

A year ago, leaders of Israel and the Pal-
estine Liberation Organization came to the
White House for another historic peace ac-
cord. This week I made it clear to them that
the PLO must do everything it can to end
terrorism against Israel so that the peace
process can create a better future for this
region. And I met with President Asad of
Syria to say it’s time he, too, follow the exam-
ple and inspiration of Israel and Jordan. We
made progress on this trip, and we’ll continue
to do our part to bring peace to this long-
troubled part of the world.

All over the world, nations look to us for
leadership, whether it’s in the peace process
between Israel and its Arab neighbors or the
South Africans asking us to help them hold
their first successful democratic elections or
leaders in Northern Ireland asking the
United States to help end their terrible con-
flict or the folks in Haiti who, when President
Aristide and democracy returned, held up
signs to our troops that said simply, ‘‘Thank
you, America.’’ And of course, it’s clear that
when Saddam Hussein reared up his head
again in the Gulf, Kuwait and other countries
looked to the United States. They know that
the good men and women I came to Kuwait
to thank are the strength behind our commit-
ment to peace and to freedom.

We must maintain a strong defense so that
we can protect our own security and our own
interests and so that we can make the world
safer and more prosperous for our children
by advancing freedom, as we are here in the
Gulf today.

To stay strong abroad, we also know Amer-
ica has to be strong at home. To do that,
we have to take on challenges at home just
as we do abroad. We have to do what we
have to do to keep the American dream alive
into the next century: a strong economy, a
good society, advancing the values of work
and family and community. In the last 21
months, we’ve made a good start: getting our
economic house in order after years of ne-
glect, starting the first serious assault on
crime in a generation, beginning to make
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America work for ordinary citizens after a
long time when they and their children were
left to fall behind.

Just yesterday we got the new economic
figures on the third quarter of this year when
our economy grew over 31⁄2 percent. In 1994,
more than half the new jobs were high-wage
jobs, and there were more high-wage jobs
coming into our economy than in the pre-
vious 5 years combined. We’ve got a lot to
do, but we’re making progress by putting the
interests of ordinary Americans first, taking
on problems too long ignored, helping indi-
viduals to compete and win. That’s the path
to the future.

In the elections we’ll have in a little over
a week, we’ll face a choice between continu-
ing to move forward on a path that’s working
or going back to flawed policies and easy
promises that failed us in the past. I believe
America will look forward toward tomorrow,
not toward yesterday. I believe America
won’t give in to the easy path.

Just as we are setting the example by work-
ing abroad to help to advance the cause of
democracy, peace, and freedom, we can set
an example for ourselves by looking to the
future at home. We owe that to the good
men and women of our Armed Forces who
are out here for our sake. The world they’re
helping to make peaceful expects no less of
us, and I believe the American people will
expect no less of themselves.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5 p.m. on
October 28 at the Tactical Assembly Area Liberty
in Kuwait for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October
29.

Remarks at the National Italian-
American Foundation Dinner
October 29, 1994

Thank you very much. Can you hear me
in the back? You can’t hear, can you? Can
the people with the sound turn it up a little
bit? Now, can you hear in the back? I think
some people can hear, but not see. So if the
rest of you would accommodate them, I
would appreciate it, or they would anyway.
I can’t see some of you. Thank you.

I want to thank Senator Leahy for his kind
remarks. As a matter of fact, I want to thank
Senator Leahy for being able to stand up
here, after the 3 days I just put him through.
He did a wonderful job for our country on
this trip to the Middle East, and I thank him
for that.

I’m delighted to be back here for the third
year in a row with Frank Guarini, Frank Stel-
la, Art Gajarsa, with the distinguished Am-
bassador from the Vatican, and the distin-
guished Italian Ambassador. I have to say,
Hillary wanted me to especially say tonight
how sorry she was she couldn’t come again.
You know last year when she was here, she
met Fabio, and he picked her up and carried
her around. She wasn’t the same for weeks
afterward. [Laughter] She went to the Mid-
dle East with me. She needed a little energy
boost tonight, so I came here thinking some-
body with muscles would pick her up. But
she’s in California on our behalf. I had a great
time here last year, too. Fabio lifted Hillary
up; Danny DeVito sat in my lap. [Laughter]
At least it wasn’t Dom DeLuise. [Laughter]
We had a great—all of us had a good time
here.

You know, I’m sure everyone thinks from
time to time about what he or she might have
liked to do with their lives, and a lot of you
know I’ve been made fun of for some of my
habits. But when I saw Nicholas Cage to-
night, I told him that one of my great dis-
appointments was that I wasn’t hired as one
of the Elvis impersonators to be in ‘‘Honey-
moon in Las Vegas’’ with him. [Laughter] He
promised me a role in his next movie.
[Laughter]

Senator Leahy said in jest what I would
say in jest, which is that it was nice to be
home in the safety and security of the White
House after going to the Middle East.
[Laughter] I want you to know a couple of
things about that, seriously. First of all, a
gunman did open fire; nobody was hurt. The
man was captured. The man was captured
in part because of ordinary citizens who were
standing there, who did their duty. And I
hope that is an example for others around
the country. I also want you to know the Se-
cret Service did their usual magnificent job.
I was upstairs listening to a football game,
and the shots were sort of intermittent with
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the cheers—[laughter]—and they were up
there within a minute. And I thank them for
the fine work that they do every day for our
country. The last thing I’d like to say to all
of you is, if we ever needed an example of
why the Congress did the right thing to pass
the crime bill, including the assault weapons
ban, that was it today.

As you know, Senator Leahy and I just re-
turned from the Middle East. We got home
this morning about 8 o’clock. I went there
for three reasons: first of all, to witness the
historic peace treaty between Israel and Jor-
dan, which the United States was privileged
to help bring about, second, to try to con-
tinue to further the peace process in the Mid-
dle East. We now have the Washington Dec-
laration between the PLO and Israel, and I
was there working to see that it is fully imple-
mented and that we do everything we can
to minimize the ability of terrorists to kill the
peace by killing innocent people and to try
to further the prospect of peace with Syria
and with Lebanon, without which we will
never have a complete peace there. And fi-
nally, I went there to thank our troops in
the Persian Gulf and to reiterate the inten-
tion of the United States to protect the free-
dom of the nations in the Persian Gulf.

I’m sure all of you shared the pride that
I felt, the pride of an ordinary American citi-
zen, over the last several weeks as we have
seen from the Middle East to South Africa,
from Northern Ireland to Haiti, the people
of the world look to America to support them
in their courageous efforts to support peace
and freedom. They respect our strength.
They respect our military and our economic
strength. But they also respect our energy,
our drive, our creativity, the power of our
example, and the fact that they know the
United States has good intentions for the rest
of the world, that what we really want is to
be more secure and more prosperous by
helping other people to live up to the fullest
of their capacities and by taking away all in-
centives for people to oppress each other,
so that they can get on with the business of
building better lives for themselves and their
children.

Sometimes I think we’d all be better off
if every American could just, once in a great
while, travel beyond our borders, just to see

a little more how other people see us. If you
could have seen the people lining the streets
in Jordan, the reaction from the Jordanian
Parliament when I had the privilege of being
the first Western leader ever to address the
Parliament, the people in the streets in
Israel, the people pouring out of their apart-
ments in Damascus to see the first President
in 20 years on the streets of Damascus, it
just made me so proud of our country and
so grateful to be the representative of 250-
plus million people who are setting a stand-
ard, with all of our difficulties, that others
want to strive for.

It is the standard that brought so many
of you or your parents or your grandparents
to these shores. It is our capacity for constant
renewal and for continued efforts to institu-
tionalize our sense of good will and our sense
of challenge.

And if I could say anything else today, I
would be happy for all the words to be forgot-
ten, if you could just remember this: This
is a very great country. But it requires us
to keep working to make it great. If you look
at all the renewal that’s going on in the world,
the restoration of democracy in Haiti, the
success of a booming democracy in South Af-
rica, the struggles of the people, Catholic and
Protestant, to lay down their centuries-old
conflict in Northern Ireland—[applause]—I
just said that to see whether Pat Leahy would
clap. [Laughter] I’m always trying to test
which side of his ethnicity is the more domi-
nant. [Laughter] If you think about the Mid-
dle East, if you could have just—I know you
saw it on television, but it was overwhelming
to see those two little girls bringing flowers
to Prime Minister Rabin and King Hussein,
one the granddaughter of an Israeli, the
other the granddaughter of a Jordanian killed
in war fighting each other, and to think that
our country had the chance to be a part of
helping to make it possible for them to do
what they desperately wanted to do. What
we need to remember is, this renewal that
is sweeping the world, energized in large
measure by the impulses of the people them-
selves, but in no small measure by the sup-
port and the encouragement of the United
States, we also have to do that here at home
for ourselves.
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We have to say: Look, we have challenges;
we’re going to face them instead of complain
about them. Instead of pointing the finger
of blame, we’re going to assume responsibil-
ities. Sure we’ve got problems, but the prom-
ise of this country at the dawn of the next
century, at the dawn of the new millennium,
is far greater than the range of our problems
if only we will have the same sense of con-
fidence in ourselves that others have in us.
That is my message to you tonight, my fellow
Americans.

I must say, there is something to be said—
Frank took away all my good lines, because
he mentioned most of the Italian-Americans
in my administration that I was going to eulo-
gize so they’d be nice to me tomorrow morn-
ing—[laughter]—but there is something to
be said for the incredible spirit and energy
and drive and adherence to old-fashioned
Americanism that I see in every Italian-
American in my administration, from Leon
Panetta on down. Because they keep the spir-
it of this country alive in our work every day.
And you do that everywhere.

I do want to tell Ed Rensi that I had noth-
ing to do with his being recognized tonight,
in spite of my affiliation with McDonald’s,
which is well-known. [Laughter] You can see
it in my eyes; you can see it in my waist.
That’s why I stand behind this wide podium,
hoping your imagination will get the better
of you.

This is a very important thing. We some-
times minimize the power of the spirit of the
imagination. If I have learned anything since
I have been President, it is that this job and
the work of this country involves a lot of very
specific things: Do we have the right foreign
policy, or don’t we? Did we pass the family
leave bill, or didn’t we? Did we do this or
that specific thing? But it is also a spirit. And
it has to pervade people in their lives. It has
to reach down deep into them in order for
us to do what we can do.

This Nation has never been made great
primarily by its Government. Its Government
has to reflect the greatness, the energy, the
direction of the people. And leadership in
a democracy like ours is possible only insofar
as it is connected to what is profoundly good
and enduring but also open to change in
America. The greatest thing about this coun-

try is, and the reason we’re still around after
more than 200 years, is that we have been
rooted to a set of constitutional values and
principles rooted in the deep, philosophical
conviction that each and every one of us is
a creature of God, entitled to be treated
equally before the law, entitled to be chal-
lenged and given the opportunity to live up
to the fullest of our God-given capacities.

That is what has kept us going. And rooted
to those things, we have been free, therefore,
to change over and over and over again, with
every age and time to meet whatever chal-
lenges we’ve faced, the freedom to change
because we were rooted in these values, and
they were enshrined in our Constitution. And
we were willing to fight and die for them.
That is what has kept us here as the longest
lasting free government in all of human his-
tory. It is a magical thing.

Now, if you look at the problems we have
today, they largely grow out of a curious com-
bination of our refusal to adapt to the chal-
lenges of today and tomorrow and our viola-
tion of traditional values which got us where
we are. And so I say, as you look toward the
future, we have to do something that you may
think is contradictory but is not contradictory
at all. We have to do the basic things better,
and we have to be better at facing our prob-
lems and turning them into a promise and
being agents of change.

Consider the problems of America. For 30
years we have had increasingly difficult social
problems, all starting with the breakdown of
the solidity of the family—the institution
which made most Italian-Americans what
they are today and the rest of us as well—
then the breakdown of the sense of commu-
nity and the other institutions of community
and the availability of work, without which
life does not have sufficient dignity. And all
the things we don’t like, the drugs, the gangs,
the guns, the violence, the deterioration of
the ability of our young people to exercise
discipline and self-control, all of the bad
things we don’t like were created because
of the vacuum which existed from the ab-
sence of the good things.

Now, this did not happen overnight. It has
been a generation in coming. And it will not
turn around overnight. Your Government has
certain responsibilities, in the crime bill, to
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empower communities to hire more police
and to defend themselves and to make the
schools safer and to do more about violence
within the families and to protect victims and
all of the things we tried to do in the crime
bill—in dealing with the assault weapons.

But a lot of this has to be done at the grass-
roots level; where communities and police
work together, the crime rate goes down.
There are many cities in this country where,
for 3 years running now, we’ve have double-
digit reductions in the crime rate. In every
case, it was because of what people did where
they live and work, not because of something
that happened up here.

We have empowered people to drive down
crime and lift up kids, but they must do it;
you must do it. And in the end, all of these
young people who are going astray have got
to have somebody to look up to again. They
have got to have somebody to look up to
again.

Did you ask yourselves what in God’s
name was going on in the minds of those
kids that dropped the 5-year-old from the
high rise in Chicago? What turns the heart
of a 10-year-old to stone? Everybody in this
world’s going to look up to somebody. Who
is it going to be? What will they stand for?

At the end of this congressional session,
a bill little noticed and barely commented
on, sponsored by the retiring Senator from
Ohio, Howard Metzenbaum, passed the
Congress, a bill to make it easier for Ameri-
cans to adopt children without families across
racial lines. It was just a small step. It was
just a small step, but I hope and pray this
is something we’ll be able to get together
people across racial lines, across religious
lines, across political party lines. I am telling
you, these little kids are going to look up to
somebody or something. They’re either going
to watch 4 hours of television at night, with
people with violent behavior providing cheap
thrills, where the future is what happens in
5 minutes, not 10 years, or somebody is going
to be putting a hand on them and showing
them a different way.

And the Italian-American community can
have a major impact on our ability to lift the
children of America, to turn around a 30-
year trend and push it back the other way.
For all the modernization of America, if we

continue to allow the brutalization of child-
hood for millions of our kids, we will not have
what we need to have. And that is a fact.

Now, if you look at the economy, you find
a different set of challenges. For 20 years,
more or less—although there is some indica-
tion the trend may finally be changing this
year—for 20 years, more or less, hourly
wage-earners have not gotten a raise. The av-
erage working family is spending more hours
at work in 1994 than in 1969, 25 years ago.

Why? Well, there are lots of reasons. But
most of it, I’m convinced, is the globalization
of the economy, the globalization of wage
rates, the fact that every job and every invest-
ment now has to be considered in terms of
all the pressures all around the world and
our failure to adapt to those changes.

Why is America coming back? Because the
private sector is adapting. The United States
car companies, in 1994, sold more auto-
mobiles than the automobile companies of
Japan for the first time since 1979 this year.
We’ve had 9 or 10 months of manufacturing
job growth for the first time in 10 years. For
the first time in 9 years, the annual vote of
international economists said America had
the most productive economy in the world.
Why? Because we were prepared to change.

And now we have to do more of that. We
have to make some changes if this economy
is going to work right. We have to move peo-
ple who are dependent on welfare to work,
through welfare reform. We have to provide
people—you can clap for that. [Applause]
We have to provide for a lifetime of edu-
cation and training. The average 18-year-old
will change jobs six times in a lifetime.

Sooner or later, in some way that people
trust, that they don’t think is too dominated
by the Government, we’ve got to face the
health care crisis. Another million Americans
lost their health insurance this year, and they
were in working families. They were not on
welfare; they were working people.

So, you tell me what the answer is. I can
tell you that this year, for the first time in
25 years, your Government reduced both de-
fense and domestic spending, the first do-
mestic spending reduction in 25 years, even
though we increased investment in edu-
cation. The only thing that increased was
health care costs; they’re exploding. We
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spend 14 percent of our income on it; nobody
else spends more than 10 percent. And yet,
we’ve got 40 million people without insur-
ance, and the 85 percent with insurance al-
most all are at risk of losing it at some time
in their lifetime. Now, if you didn’t like what
I tried to do, you tell me what we ought to
do. But I’ll tell you this: We have got to face
this challenge. Burying our head in the sands
is not an answer and not an option.

And I would like to say one other thing.
So we’ve got the old problems. Where we
violate our values, we have new challenges
where we have to change, and we have to
do both.

One last thing I’d like to say is, I believe
most of the problems we face today do not
have an easy, partisan division, if you define
it in terms of the rhetoric that has dominated
our politics for the last 20 years. And I just
want to say, since one of them is here today,
the more we can have partnership instead
of partisanship, the better this country is
going to be.

I want to thank good Republicans like
Congresswoman Connie Morella, who is
here, and Mayor Rudy Giuliani for their sup-
port of the crime bill. That’s the kind of work
we ought to be doing in America today.

You know, I always like to speak here be-
cause you’re so enthusiastic. And I promised
I wouldn’t talk very long. And I know I’m
a little tired, and tomorrow Hillary will watch
this on film and tell me I talked too long.
[Laughter] But I want to just say one other
thing. A reasonably famous Italian, Niccolo
Machiavelli—whom Leon can read without
benefit of translation—[laughter]—said 500
years ago, ‘‘There is nothing so difficult in
all of human affairs than to change the estab-
lished order of things, for all people who will
be discomforted by the change will imme-
diately oppose you, and those who will be
benefited will be lukewarm, because they are
uncertain of the result.’’ Based on the last
2 years, I’d say he was a pretty smart fella.
[Laughter]

I ask you to remember that again, because
the secret of our successes today are rooted
once again—I say again, if you look at Haiti,
if you look at the Gulf, in both cases, a part
of that story is something that you hardly ever
read about. Our ability to perform well in

Haiti, our ability to move in the Gulf in part
represented the success of American military
strategy in the last 2 years, learning from the
Gulf war, increasing our ability to coordinate
our military efforts and to move more quick-
ly—change, change in the service of tradi-
tional American values of freedom and de-
mocracy and prosperity and security.

If you look at why our economy is growing
today, it’s because we got the deficit down,
we got our house in order, we began to invest
in America again, and the private sector
changed to become more competitive. Old-
fashioned values, commitment to change,
that is what you represent. That’s what your
foundation’s activities represent. That’s what
your personal stories represent.

And so I say, again, I wish every one of
you could have been with us in the Middle
East. I wish you could have looked into the
faces of those people. I wish you could see
this country as others see it. One of the rea-
sons I think that immigrant families in the
first or second generation are so often the
most patriotic of Americans is that they still
have a collective memory of America from
the outside-in, as well as from the inside-out.

So I ask you to think about it. If we’re
going to go into the next century as the great-
est country on Earth, and I am convinced
our best days are still ahead of us, we must
blend a ferocious devotion to the institutions
of family and work and community and to
the values of our Constitution and the integ-
rity of the individual in this country, with a
relentless willingness to change to do what-
ever it takes to develop and empower the
capacities of our people to do well in an in-
creasingly interdependent world. We must
stand up for what we believe abroad, because
it makes us more secure. But every day, we
have to first stand up for what we believe
at home. You can lead the way.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Frank Guarini, president, Frank Stella,
chair, Anthony J. Gajarsa, vice chair, National
Italian-American Foundation; Ambassador
Agostino Cacciavillan of the Holy See; Ambas-
sador Boris Biancheri of Italy; actor and model
Fabio; actors Danny DeVito, Dom DeLuise, and
Nicholas
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Cage; Edward Rensi, president and chief execu-
tive officer of McDonald’s; and Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani of New York City.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Reauthorizing the Merit Systems
Protection Board and the Office of
Special Counsel
October 29, 1994

Today, I am signing into law H.R. 2970,
a bill to reauthorize the Merit Systems Pro-
tection Board and the Office of Special
Counsel and provide additional protections
for Federal employee whistleblowers and
other victims of prohibited personnel prac-
tices.

I have been advised that one provision in
this bill (section 9), which concerns the ap-
parent authority of an arbitrator to discipline
a Federal employee who was not a party to
the original action, raises serious constitu-
tional questions. Accordingly, I am directing
the agencies to follow appropriate proce-
dures to protect the constitutional rights of
such Federal employees and to consider the
need for remedial legislation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 29, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 2970, approved October 29, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–424.

Remarks at a Rally for Democratic
Candidates in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
October 31, 1994

The President. Thank you. It is good to
be home, and it’s good to be back in Philadel-
phia. Thank you.

Let’s give a big hand to the George Wash-
ington High School Band. [Applause]
Weren’t they great? Thank you. Thank you.

Senator Wofford, Lieutenant Governor
Singel, Members of Congress, Mayor
Rendell, City Council President Street,
Democratic Chair Bob Brady, District Attor-
ney Lynn Abraham, our State senator and
nominee for Congress, Chakha Fattah, and

my fellow Americans. It is wonderful to be
here on behalf of these fine people.

You know, Harris Wofford doesn’t always
vote with me, but he always votes for you,
and you ought to keep him there. I read the
endorsement in your distinguished local
newspaper, which said, ‘‘Harris Wofford has
been America’s conscience when we need it.
He has the record, the heart, the vision that
has done Pennsylvania proud, and he de-
serves reelection.’’ I couldn’t say it better
than the Philadelphia Inquirer did.

And I read the endorsement of Mark
Singel, which said that he has the better vi-
sion, a better program, mentioned his posi-
tions on education and welfare reform, two
things I like to think I know something about,
that are absolutely critical for any Governor.
And it said, and I quote, ‘‘His blueprint for
Pennsylvania is so much stronger, he de-
serves the chance to put it into action.’’ And
I hope you’ll give it to him.

Just before I left for the Middle East, I
challenged the American people to think
hard about this election, to look at the record,
to look at the future, to shine some light on
a debate that had been pretty muddied up
until a couple of weeks ago. Well folks, the
Sun has begun to shine in this election.

Every day more Americans are beginning
to know that the real issue here is who will
fight for ordinary Americans, for their future,
for their families, for their jobs, their chil-
dren’s education, their parents’ Social Secu-
rity, their security? Who is going to be in
this on your side for tomorrow? The answer
is, we are. And you need to help us win on
November the 8th.

This election represents a simple choice
between going forward and going back.
Twenty-one months ago, with the enormous
help of the people of Pennsylvania and a ter-
rific mandate from the city of Philadelphia,
I moved to Washington to try to change this
country, to try to make our country and our
Government work for ordinary citizens, to try
to get this economy going again, to try to
make sure that every American was prepared
to compete and win in this tough global econ-
omy.

Remember the challenges we faced when
I went there? We’d had 4 years of the slowest
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economic growth since the Great Depres-
sion; 4 years in which Pennsylvania had lost
8,300 jobs—no gain, a loss. We were dealing
with 12 years of trickle-down Reaganomics,
which exploded our deficits and sent our jobs
overseas, divided our people. We were deal-
ing with 20 years of stagnant wages as people
struggled just to hold on to their jobs with
more and more uncertainty in a rapidly
changing economy. We were dealing with 30
years of developing social problems in the
family and on the streets with crime and vio-
lence and drugs and gangs. No one thought
this could be turned around overnight. But
I can tell you, my friends, after 21 months,
we’re beginning to make a difference, and
we need to keep going.

Look at the record. We passed the family
and medical leave law, which enables over
2 million Pennsylvania workers to be able to
take some time off when there’s a baby born
or a sick parent. Senator Wofford voted for
it; his opponent voted against it.

We passed the student loan reform law
which enabled 20 million Americans, includ-
ing 1.7 million in Pennsylvania, middle-class
folks, to borrow money to go to college on
better, more affordable terms. Senator
Wofford led the fight; his opponent voted
against it.

We passed the national service bill, a do-
mestic peace corps, to say to the American
people, look, if you’ll go back to Philadelphia,
and you’ll go to work on those streets, and
you’ll help kids one on one in trouble, if you’ll
do something to help solve the problems of
America and give some of your time to build-
ing our country from the grassroots, we’ll
give you some money to go to college. Sen-
ator Wofford led the fight; his opponent
voted against it.

We cut income tax rates for 15 million
working families, including over 500,000
families in Pennsylvania, people who work
full time, have children in their homes, but
have very modest wages. Why? Because we
don’t think anybody who works full time and
has kids in the home should live in poverty.
That is our policy. Senator Wofford sup-
ported it; his opponent voted against it.

We passed a budget that cuts spending by
$255 billion, that cut the Federal bureauc-
racy by 272,000 positions. We changed the

way Government buys things to make it more
competitive, so you won’t have to read about
a system that produces those $500 hammers
and $50 ashtrays anymore. Senator Wofford
led the way on that.

Now, when we implemented this eco-
nomic strategy last year, do you remember
what they said, the other guys, the people
that are opposing Harris Wofford and Mark
Singel? Every one of them voted against the
economic strategy. They said, ‘‘Oh, if you do
this, you will ruin the economy. You will ex-
plode the deficit. You will lose jobs. America
will be in terrible shape.’’ Well, they were
wrong. They have launched the most vicious
attacks, often misrepresenting what was in
that program on every Member of Congress
who stood up and gave America a chance
to go into the future. But they were wrong.

What are they going to say? The deficit’s
going down 3 years in a row for the first time
since Truman was President. We have a
budget that is reducing the Federal Govern-
ment to its smallest size since John Kennedy
was President. There has been a new study,
as it comes out annually, of international
economists, saying that for the first time in
9 years, America has the most productive
economy in the world.

You know, believe me, I know we still got
a lot to do. I read the story of the Philadel-
phia worker who said he was a part-timer
in ’92, and he wanted a full-time job. He’s
still got a part-time job; he doesn’t know
whether he should vote or not. Well, I have
a message. Between ’89 and January of ’93,
your State lost 8,300 jobs. In the last 21
months, your State has gained over 86,000
jobs. We’re going in the right direction. Let’s
don’t turn back now.

Imagine this folks, imagine if Harris
Wofford were a Republican Senator running
for reelection. No, don’t boo. Keep in mind,
we’re all preaching to the saved today. You’ve
got to go reach somebody else between now
and election day. So, think of this. If Harris
Wofford were a Republican Senator running
for reelection, if these Members of Congress
were Republican Members running for re-
election, and they had voted to reduce the
deficit, to shrink the size of the Federal Gov-
ernment, for the toughest crime bill in Amer-
ican history, to explode the economy after
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years of stagnation, the Republicans would
be building statues to them and saying we
were unpatriotic for opposing them. And
they ought to be building statues to them
anyway and reelecting them here today.

And instead, what are they doing? Now,
they’re trying to say no to the progress we
have made. Three hundred and fifty of them
went to Washington the other day and signed
a contract with America. It’s a trillion dollars’
worth of promises.

Now, listen to this: big tax breaks, mostly
for the wealthy, billions more on defense, re-
vive Star Wars, balance the budget. Does
that sound familiar to you? We’ve heard that
before, haven’t we? And you know what will
happen. If they get control of the Congress
and that’s their program, you’ll explode the
deficit, ship jobs overseas again. You’ll have
cuts in Medicare, cuts in student loans, cuts
in veterans’ benefits. We will never fund that
crime bill that Ed Rendell talked about.

The worst news is that the Republican
contract could devastate Social Security and
senior citizens. The House Budget Commit-
tee says to meet their program, the contract
they signed, they’d have to cut Social Secu-
rity about $2,000 a person a year and Medi-
care about $1,800 a person a year. That’s
$3,600 a year out of the most vulnerable peo-
ple in this country, people who have worked
hard all their lives, people who have paid
their taxes, people who have paid their dues.
That is wrong. That is wrong, and we must
not allow it to be done.

I know. You know, you hear something like
this, it’s just incredible. You can hardly be-
lieve that they did it. But don’t forget, Presi-
dent Reagan tried to do it in ’81. The House
leader proposed it in ’86. Mr. North, the Sen-
ate candidate of the Republicans in Vir-
ginia——

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. ——he just proposed

making it voluntary Social Security, which
means killing it. And now Senator Wofford’s
opponent says that he wants to raise the re-
tirement age to 70, and I quote, ‘‘further if
I could.’’ Well, he can’t do that if you don’t
let him.

So I say to you, say no to this radical attack
on Social Security. Say no to billions more
in tax breaks that explode the deficit and send

our jobs overseas. It all sounds so good, their
pretty promises, a trillion dollars’ worth of
promises. You know, it’s a week from the
election, folks. We’d all like to stand up and
make you a trillion dollars’ worth of promises.
That’s real money. We could all have a good
time on a trillion dollars’ worth of hot checks.
[Laughter] But it would be wrong.

We need men and women in the Congress
who will keep their promises to middle-class
America, their promises to our future. They
need people up there in Washington who un-
derstand that when you work all your life,
you deserve the peace of mind that Social
Security and Medicare give you because you
have earned it, not a Government handout
but a contract for people who say, ‘‘We’ve
done our part,’’ and the rest of us say, ‘‘A
job well done.’’

So, my fellow Americans, that’s it. That’s
your choice a week from today. This coun-
try’s in better shape than it was 21 months
ago. We’ve got more jobs, a lower deficit,
a Government doing things for ordinary peo-
ple in a world that is safer and more secure
and more prosperous. We have a long way
to go until everybody who wants a job has
one, people who work hard get a raise, peo-
ple who don’t have health care get it, and
people who have it don’t lose it. We’ve got
a lot to do, but the way to do it is to keep
going forward, not to turn back.

You know, I just want to close with this
thought. You know I just got back from a
pretty arduous trip, and I hope I’m doing
all right today. I’m still a little jet-lagged. I
want to tell you something. Brave people in
every part of this world are struggling and
fighting for freedom, for democracy, for
prosperity, for security, whether it’s Israel
and her Arab neighbors, the people in the
Persian Gulf where our brave soldiers are,
the people in Korea who want to make Korea
all a nonnuclear peninsula, the people in
Northern Ireland trying to bury hundreds of
years of hatred, the people in South Africa
trying to build their democracy, the people
in Haiti welcoming home President Aristide.
These people all over the world are trying
to do this, and everywhere they wish to have
America’s support for their courage because
they admire our values and they admire the
strength of our system and they admire our
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willingness to change. They believe in us.
And we need to believe in ourselves, just as
much.

Folks, this country is not still here so many
long years after the Founders first came here
to Philadelphia because we took the easy way
out, we listened to the easy promises, we let
people divide us and play on our fears. We
are here because we voted our hopes, be-
cause we voted for unity, because we voted
for the future, because we had the courage
to change. We looked to the future with hope
and optimism. Others look at us that way.

If we will look at ourselves that way on
November 8th, you will elect Harris
Wofford. You will elect Mark Singel. You will
elect these Members of Congress who are
here.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:43 p.m. in the
Courtyard at City Hall. In his remarks, he referred
to Lt. Gov. Mark Singel; Mayor Ed Rendell of
Philadelphia; and City Council president John
Street.

Interview With Don Lancer of KYW
Radio, Philadelphia
October 31, 1994

Mr. Lancer. Good afternoon, Mr. Clin-
ton.

The President. Hello, Don.
Mr. Lancer. Can you hear me?
The President. I can hear you fine. Can

you hear me?
Mr. Lancer. Can you hear me, Mr. Clin-

ton?
The President. Yes, I can hear you. Can

you hear me?

Midterm Elections
Mr. Lancer. Yes. Good afternoon. You’re

in the State, ostensibly, to help Harris
Wofford win election to a full term. He re-
placed John Heinz in a special election a cou-
ple of years ago, and he went to Washington
on the matter of national health care, which
we all know did not make it through the Con-
gress this year. Polls have shown overall that
the Democrats are not going to do that well
in the election, come one week from tomor-
row on the 8th. What’s the reason for that?

Why is it voters look so poorly on your party
and its candidates right now?

The President. Well, first let me say I
think the surveys all show that our prospects
are looking up. But I think what happened
was two things. There is a lag time between
when you accomplish something in Washing-
ton and when people feel it in their own lives.
There are still a lot of voters who have jobs,
but they’re worried about whether they’ll
lose them or they’ll lose their health care or
will they ever get a raise. It’s a tough, fast-
changing global economy, and a lot of people
feel personally insecure. There are also a lot
of people who are worried about crime and
social breakdown. The other big problem is,
when Congress is meeting and the Repub-
licans are trying to kill everything, delay ev-
erything, talk everything to death, all of the
focus is on conflict, process, failure. The
American people don’t know what’s hap-
pened.

Now when the Congress has gone home
for the last 2 or 3 weeks, you can sense a
real movement out there. People sense that
they’ve got a real fundamental choice here.
If you look at Pennsylvania—you heard the
quote there—we’ve had 86,000 new jobs in
Pennsylvania. The economy is growing; the
deficit is down. We’ve done things that the
Congress had refused to address for years
and years. We passed the family leave law
to protect working people who have to take
time off. We passed a law to expand Head
Start, one to immunize children, one to give
tax cuts for working families on modest in-
comes that have children in the home so
they’ll never be in poverty. We’re making the
Government work for ordinary people again.
And we’ve expanded trade and promoted
peace and security around the world. Russian
missiles aren’t pointing at Americans for the
first time since the beginning of the nuclear
age.

So when you look at that record and then
you look at this Republican contract which
promises to take us back to the eighties and
would promise everybody a tax cut, especially
for wealthy people, spend more money on
defense and Star Wars, balance the budget—
they’ll have to cut Social Security and Medi-
care and do it steeply to pay for it. I just
don’t think the American people want that,
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and I don’t think the people of Pennsylvania
do.

Mr. Lancer. That is just my point, though.
In recent polls—you keep talking about the
recovery that’s occurring, and I have no
doubt that there is a recovery in certain parts
of the country if they just bear that out. Here
in the Northeast, however, there is no recov-
ery; at least the perception is there is no re-
covery. There was a recent poll out by the
Tarrence group that shows that only a third
of Americans believe the claims of a recov-
ery. My whole point to you, or my question
to you is, why is it that this is the perception?
It can’t simply be because Republicans are
trying to stonewall things in the Congress so
there is gridlock?

The President. No, I think—well, I do
believe that people have not gotten a lot of
the information; I think that is true. But I
think—keep in mind what I said first. I think
a lot of people may hear that there are more
jobs, but they may feel that their personal
situation is not more secure. That is, they
may think, ‘‘Well, I’m still not going to get
a raise,’’ or ‘‘I might lose my job,’’ or ‘‘I might
lose my health benefits.’’ Another million
Americans lost their health care last year.
That’s why Harris Wofford and I worked so
hard to protect the health care benefits of
working people and to try to change the law
so that they wouldn’t lose their health care.

So there is a lot of personal insecurity out
there. But the point I’m trying to make to
the American people is that we’re making
them more secure—that’s what the family
leave law was all about, that’s what these ef-
forts to improve the health of our children
are all about, that’s what the crime bill is
all about—that our economic policy is work-
ing. So the issue is, do you want to keep
working for something that is plainly taking
us in the right direction, or do you want to
buy this Republican snake oil, you know,
‘‘We’re going to give everybody a tax cut and
balance the budget and increase everybody’s
spending, and we’ll tell you how we’re going
to pay for that after the election.’’

Mr. Lancer. Okay, let’s assume we’re
headed in the right direction. What we in
the Northeast would like to know is, how long
is it going to take us to get there?

The President. Well, your unemployment
rate in Pennsylvania is above the national av-
erage, but it’s a point lower than it was when
I took office. You lost 8,300 jobs in the pre-
vious administration; you got 86,800 more
under our administration. They had 12 years;
we’ve had 21 months. You want to turn
around and give the guys that put you in the
hole in the first place 2 more years, 4 more
years, 6 more years? You gave them 12 years.
We’ve been given 21 months, and we’ve
turned it around.

Now, just because everybody hasn’t felt it,
that’s not a good reason to stay home or vote
Republican. They had 12 years, and we were
in a big hole. We also had 20 years, through
both parties, of stagnant wages and less se-
cure jobs and losing benefits. And we have
had 30 years of rising crime and family break-
down. We are at least addressing all these
things for the first time. And it’s pretty re-
freshing, I think, to have a Government that
has taken on the tough problems instead of
running away from them and that can at least
show we’re making some progress. And the
worst thing in the world you can do is to
say, ‘‘Okay, we gave you these problems—
we had 12 years of the other party’s politics
and economics, we’ve got 20 years of eco-
nomic problems and 30 years of social prob-
lems—and we haven’t felt anything in 21
months. So we’re going to go back to the
people that got us in the hole in the first
place.’’ That’s not good thinking. If every-
body will just relax and look at the record,
they’ll vote for Harris Wofford, they’ll vote
for Mark Singel, and they’ll vote to keep this
country moving in the right direction so that
all of Pennsylvania can feel the results of
these efforts.

Mr. Lancer. All right, sir. But there have
been changes in the way that those figures
are tallied. Anyway——

The President. That’s right, there have
been changes. If we were living under the
same figures the Republicans had, the unem-
ployment rate would have gone down over
11⁄2 percent. That’s right, you’re absolutely
right. The changes in the way the unemploy-
ment is tallied work against us, not for us.

Mr. Lancer. All right. We appreciate your
taking time out from a very busy schedule
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today, Mr. Clinton. And thank you for joining
us here on KYW News Radio this afternoon.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The telephone interview began at 4:35
p.m. The President spoke from the David Law-
rence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, PA.

Remarks at a Rally for Democratic
Candidates in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania
October 31, 1994

The President. Thank you, Senator
Wofford. Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.
Let me say, first of all, before we get into
the speech, I want to thank the East Alle-
gheny High School Band and the Pine-Rich-
land High School Band. Let’s give them a
hand for playing for us tonight. [Applause]

I am proud to be here with Harris
Wofford, with Congressman Coyne, with
Governor Singel, with your State treasurer
Cathy Baker-Knoll, with Tom Flaherty and
Pete Forrester, Linda Rhodes, and the con-
gressional nominees. I hope you will elect
them. You have a chance to replace these
two Members of Congress that are leaving
with Mike Doyle and Bill Leavens, and I
hope you will vote for them.

Audience members. Yes, we will! Yes, we
will!

The President. Yes, you will.
Audience members. Yes, we will! Yes, we

will!
The President. I also want to say a word

about a few other people who are here to-
night: the chairman of the Democratic Party,
David Wilhelm, who has worked so hard for
all of us. And I want to say a special thanks
to some of our friends from the labor move-
ment, without whom so many of our can-
didates—[applause]. I thank especially Jerry
McEntee, the president of AFSCME, who
is here; George Becker, the president of the
Steel Workers, who is here, and Bill George,
AFL–CIO.

You know, this election has a lot of inter-
esting choices. I heard, for example, recently
that Senator Wofford’s opponent criticized
people who go to the Senate to fight for locks
and dams.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!

The President. Anybody who criticizes
that has never had to create a job or move
a product to market. I think western Pennsyl-
vania is lucky to have somebody who fights
for improvements in the Mon River locks and
Turtle Creek, Elizabeth and Charlie Roy and
myself, and you ought to keep Harris
Wofford if for no other reason.

I read the endorsement of Senator
Wofford in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. And
he said, contrary to the paid ads of his oppo-
nent, I want to quote: ‘‘Senator Wofford is
not an advocate of mindless big Government.
He understands Government can’t possibly
solve all the problems in a nation, that per-
sonal responsibility and accountability must
be engendered and demanded. He remains
committed to a mission built on service and
opportunity, hope and humanity, vision and
realism. Harris Wofford is a direct descend-
ant of the enlightened public officials who
gave us Social Security and Medicare, those
life-saving programs. His opponent is not.’’
I couldn’t say it better myself.

My fellow Americans, 21 months ago I
went to Washington with the help of an over-
whelming vote from the people of Pennsyl-
vania, with a commitment to make Govern-
ment work for ordinary Americans, to get the
economy moving again, to prepare our peo-
ple to compete and win in the global econ-
omy, to make the world more secure and
more prosperous for Americans to live and
work in. I called it putting people first. Well,
you know, we still have problems. There are
still people who want jobs who don’t have
them, people who are looking for a raise that
hasn’t come, people who are worried about
losing their health care. There are still prob-
lems with crime in our streets and social
problems in our communities. But I’ll tell
you something, folks, look at what we found:
4 years of the slowest job growth since the
Depression, 12 years of trickle-down eco-
nomics that blew up the deficit and drove
our jobs overseas——

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. ——20 years of stagnant

wages, 30 years of social problems. And after
21 months we are clearly moving in the right
direction. We are in better shape than we
were before.
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I read in one of the papers today, a voter
saying, ‘‘Oh, I’m sort of disillusioned. I don’t
know if they’ve done anything for ordinary
Americans.’’ Well, here is what we’ve done
for ordinary Americans. We passed the fam-
ily and medical leave law. Over 2 million
working Pennsylvanians with family mem-
bers can now take some time off when there’s
a child born or a sick parent without losing
their job. We passed college loans for the
middle class for lower interest, longer repay-
ment terms, so that everybody can go to col-
lege. Over 1.7 million Pennsylvanians can
take advantage of that. We passed the na-
tional service program, thanks to Harris
Wofford’s spirited leadership. Our economic
program had tax cuts for over 500,000 work-
ing families in Pennsylvania with children in
the home living on modest wages because
we, the Democrats, don’t believe if you work
full time and you’ve got a kid in the house
you should be in poverty. We want to reward
work and parenting. We voted to expand
Head Start and to immunize every child in
this country under the age of 2 by 1996. And
on all those issues, Wofford was yes; his op-
ponent was no. We’re making Government
work for ordinary citizens, thanks to people
like Harris Wofford.

We made a serious assault on crime for
the first time in a generation with tougher
punishment, more prison space for serious
offenders, more police for our streets, and
prevention programs for our kids to keep
them out of trouble in the first place. Every
last Republican who voted against that crime
bill knows that every law enforcement orga-
nization in the United States supported it.
And a bunch of them voted for it the first
time; then it became election year, and they
flipped and voted no. They didn’t care about
lowering crime. They wanted a political issue.
Harris Wofford voted to lower the crime rate
in Pennsylvania, and you ought to reward
him for it.

And we voted to put our economic house
in order: $255 billion in spending cuts,
272,000 fewer people working for the Fed-
eral Government, gave all of the money to
you to fight crime in your local communities.
We voted to change the rules by which we
buy things; no more $500 hammers and $50
ashtrays for us now. And when we did this,

what did our opponents say? They said, ‘‘If
you do this, we will bankrupt the economy.
The economy will go down. The deficit will
go up.’’ Well, they were wrong.

Look at the results: in 21 months, 4.6 mil-
lion new jobs. In Pennsylvania in the pre-
vious 4 years, you lost 8,300 jobs; in this 21
months, 86,800 jobs in the State of Pennsyl-
vania.

Do you know that if Harris Wofford were
a Republican running for reelection—now
don’t boo, listen, because you need to go out
between now and then and talk to people
who are not for him yet, who are not for
Mark Singel yet, who haven’t made up their
mind how they’re going to vote in these con-
gressional races. And I want you to think
about this. If Harris Wofford were a Repub-
lican running for reelection, and he got up
and said this: ‘‘I should be reelected, my fel-
low Republicans, because I did what you’ve
been begging for for years. I reduced the def-
icit 3 years in a row for the first time since
Truman. I am giving you the smallest Federal
Government since John Kennedy. I have
given the toughest crime bill to the American
people in a generation, and I have voted for
policies that are growing this economy for
a change’’—if he were a Republican, they’d
be building a statue to him. And they ought
to build one anyway. [Applause] You know
it. You know it.

What is their beef? Their beef is, they want
in. And so what did they do? They said no
to everything—no, no, no—no to middle
class college loans, no to family leave, no to
everything. They refused to compromise on
health care. They killed lobby reform. They
killed campaign finance reform. They even
killed the Superfund bill to clean up toxic
waste dumps.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. It was an amazing thing,

folks. We had the chemical companies, the
labor unions, and the Sierra Club all for the
bill. It was almost spooky. They don’t agree
on when the Sun’s coming up in the morning.
But they agreed that we had to get together
and clean up the toxic waste dumps in Amer-
ica. No one in America was against it except
a few more than 40 Republican Senators.
And they preferred to leave the poison in
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the ground so they would have a political
issue, so Harris Wofford——

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. ——so Harris Wofford

could not come home to Pennsylvania and
say he helped to clean it up. Now, that is
the truth. And now they have this contract
with America.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Hey, this is a sweet deal.

I wish I could do this a week before the elec-
tion. But I’d turn red; I’d get embarrassed.
I couldn’t do it. [Laughter] But it’s a sweet
deal. It’s a trillion dollars’ worth of promises.
‘‘I’m going to give everybody a tax cut and
especially the wealthiest Americans; they’ll
get lots more. And we’re going to spend more
on defense; we’re going to spend more on
Star Wars. We’re going to give everybody ev-
erything, and we’re going to balance the
budget.’’ Does that sound familiar? ‘‘Well,
how are you going to pay for it?’’ we asked.
And they say, ‘‘We’ll tell you after the elec-
tion.’’ [Laughter]

So we had the House Budget Committee
look at how it would be paid for. Do you
know what their promises would cost if they
kept them all? They’d have to cut Social Se-
curity $2,000 for every American. They’d
have to cut Medicare $1,800 for every Amer-
ican. And if they abandon it, they would ex-
plode the deficit and ship our jobs overseas
just like they did the last time they had
power. They had it their way for 12 years.

I say to you, you think they’re not serious
about Social Security? Their leader once pro-
posed making it voluntary. The Senate can-
didate in Virginia, Ollie North, you know
him?

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. He says Social Security

ought to be voluntary. That means we ought
to kill it. That means we ought to kill it. And
of course, Senator Wofford’s opponent says
that he would settle for raising the retirement
age to 70, but it would be higher if he could
make it higher.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Folks, here’s my question.

I know that this country has problems. I
know this State has problems. I know not
everybody is free of worry. But let me ask
you something—they had it 12 years. They

have told us if we give it to them again, they
will do it to us again just like they did for
the last 12 years.

In 21 months, we have turned this thing
around. We’re going in the right direction.
Let’s don’t turn back now. Let’s don’t turn
back now.

Let me tell you, I want you to think about
this, in closing, every one of you, I want you
to think about what you’re going to do for
the next 8 days. And I want you to think
about it in terms of what I have just been
doing. You know, I just came home from this
trip to the Middle East, and I have seen—
[applause]—and I want you to think about
this. A big part of what I said in ’92 was that
I would give primary attention to our prob-
lems at home because we couldn’t be strong
abroad unless we were strong at home, but
that we could not withdraw from the world,
we had to be involved in the world. We had
to expand trade, and we had to make the
world more secure and more free. So we’ve
expanded trade. And I’m going to Detroit to-
morrow. You know what the biggest problem
in Michigan is today? Overtime. The auto-
workers are working too much overtime.
That is a high-class problem. We need more
problems like that.

For the first time since the dawn of nu-
clear weapons, no Russian missiles are point-
ed at your children. And we, we here in the
United States have been asked to help brave
people all over the world as they struggle for
freedom and democracy. Whether it is in
South Africa or South Korea, whether it is
in the Persian Gulf, in Kuwait and Saudi Ara-
bia, or in the Middle East, whether it is in
Haiti or in Northern Ireland, we are helping.

And what I want you to know is, why do
you think these people want us to help? Be-
cause they know this is a very great country.
And they respect our values, our Constitu-
tion, our devotion to democracy, our appre-
ciation of diversity, and our willingness to
change energetically to meet the challenges
of every age. That is what they like about
the United States. To be sure, they admire
our military strength, but it is the character
of our young men and women in uniform
that they admire even more than our power.
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What I want to say to you folks is that we
have to believe in ourselves the way they be-
lieve in us, not because we’re perfect but be-
cause we can always do better and because
we are now doing better because we are tak-
ing on the problems we ignored too long.
We’re taking on the tough fights, and we’re
moving in the right direction.

And what I want each and every one of
you to do is to go out of here and say what
I said to you. Find a friend or a neighbor
who is undecided, who is a soft no on
Wofford or a soft no on Singel or who hasn’t
made up their mind how they’re going to
vote in these Congress races. Find somebody
and personally promise yourself, you are
going to seek them out and you are going
to say, ‘‘Look at the record. Look at the alter-
native. Look at the future. Don’t go back,
go forward. Reelect Harris Wofford. Elect
Mark Singel. Elect these two Congressmen.’’

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you. [Applause] Thank you. Thank you.

Just remember, I love western Pennsyl-
vania. You’ve been wonderful to me. But you
need to send Harris Wofford back to the Sen-
ate, elect Mark Singel, and do it. You have
8 days. Talk to everybody you can. Bring it
home.

Thank you. God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6 p.m. in the South
Hall at the David Lawrence Convention Center.
In his remarks, he referred to Tom Forrester and
Peter Flaherty, Allegheny County commissioners;
Linda Rhodes, State Democratic Party chair; and
William George, president of the AFL–CIO. A
portion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Statement on Signing California
Desert Protection Legislation
October 31, 1994

I take great pleasure in signing into law
S. 21, the ‘‘California Desert Protection Act,’’
an Act to preserve for the American people
a resource of extraordinary and inestimable
value.

The Act designates as wilderness approxi-
mately 7.7 million acres of Federal lands ad-
ministered by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment and the National Park Service. The Act

adds approximately 3 million acres to the Na-
tional Park System, including magnificent
lands adjacent to the Death Valley and Josh-
ua Tree National Monuments, which are re-
designated as National Parks. It also estab-
lishes the Mojave National Preserve as a new
unit of the National Park System.

Few Presidents have the opportunity to
preserve so valuable a piece of this Nation’s
heritage. I exercise this opportunity with en-
thusiasm and gratitude. I am enthusiastic be-
cause this is the first time since 1980 that
the United States has set aside so rich and
vast an area. The broad vistas, the rugged
mountain ranges, and the evidence of the
human past are treasures that merit protec-
tion on behalf of the American people. I am
grateful because we have successfully con-
cluded the long struggle to conserve these
lands.

I also note that the Act establishes the New
Orleans Jazz National Historical Park. Jazz
is among our country’s most widely recog-
nized indigenous music and art forms. The
creation of this park is very timely given that
next May is the 100th anniversary of the for-
mation of the Buddy Bolden in New Orleans,
an event many see as the birth of jazz in
America.

Senators Dianne Feinstein, Barbara Boxer,
Bennett Johnston, and George Mitchell, and
Congressmen George Miller, Richard Leh-
man, and Bruce Vento deserve our thanks
for their leadership and persistence in pass-
ing this legislation. I also want to thank Inte-
rior Secretary Bruce Babbitt and his staff for
their tireless efforts on behalf of this Admin-
istration priority. This achievement is a trib-
ute to the many citizens who worked with
congressional leaders and the Administration
to ensure the protection of these desert
gems.

This Act is proof that the common good
and the will of the people can prevail. Today,
as I sign this bill, I am pleased to contribute
my part to the preservation of the California
Desert for the enjoyment of generations to
come.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 31, 1994.
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NOTE: S. 21, approved October 31, was assigned
Public Law No. 103–433.

Notice on Continuation of Iran
Emergency
October 31, 1994

On November 14, 1979, by Executive
Order No. 12170, the President declared a
national emergency to deal with the threat
to the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States constituted by
the situation in Iran. Notices of the continu-
ation of this national emergency have been
transmitted annually by the President to the
Congress and the Federal Register. The most
recent notice appeared in the Federal Reg-
ister on November 2, 1993. Because our rela-
tions with Iran have not yet returned to nor-
mal, and the process of implementing the
January 19, 1981, agreements with Iran is still
underway, the national emergency declared
on November 14, 1979, must continue in ef-
fect beyond November 14, 1994. Therefore,
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)),
I am continuing the national emergency with
respect to Iran. This notice shall be pub-
lished in the Federal Register and transmit-
ted to the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 31, 1994.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:03 p.m., October 31, 1994 ]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on November 1.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iran
October 31, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-

sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the Iran emergency is to continue in effect
beyond November 14, 1994, to the Federal
Register for publication. Similar notices have
been sent annually to the Congress and the
Federal Register since November 12, 1980.
The most recent notice appeared in the Fed-
eral Register on November 2, 1993.

The crisis between the United States and
Iran that began in 1979 has not been fully
resolved. The international tribunal estab-
lished to adjudicate claims of the United
States and U.S. nationals against Iran and of
the Iranian government and Iranian nationals
against the United States continues to func-
tion, and normalization of commercial and
diplomatic relations between the United
States and Iran has not been achieved. In
these circumstances, I have determined that
it is necessary to maintain in force the broad
authorities that are needed in the process of
implementing the January 1981 agreements
with Iran and in the eventual normalization
of relations with that country.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion
at the University of Michigan in
Dearborn, Michigan
November 1, 1994

The President. Thank you very much,
President Duderstadt. Ladies and gentle-
men, first let me say how delighted I am to
be back at this campus again. I visited here
in 1992, and I’m glad to be here again.

One of the most important commitments
I made to the voters in 1992, at least from
my point of view, was that if I were to be-
come President I would try to do something
about the student loan program to make it
easier for more people to access and for more
people to go to college and stay in college.
I’ve been very concerned, based on my expe-
rience as a Governor, with the number of
our young people who either didn’t go to
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school or who started and then dropped out
because of the high cost of the college edu-
cation, because they either couldn’t get the
loans or they thought if they did get the loans
they would never be able to pay them back.
I was also, frankly, outraged by the high de-
fault rate among people who had loans and
didn’t pay them back. So it seemed to me
that there ought to be an easier way to get
the loans, to pay them back, and a better
way to actually see that they were paid back.

What this program is designed to do is to
lower the cost of the college loans to the stu-
dents, give the students more flexible repay-
ment terms, guarantee that if you choose to
go into some line of work which doesn’t have
a high salary when you get out of college,
that there is a limit to how much you can
be required to repay as a percentage of your
income but that if something happens and
your circumstances improve and you want to
pay the loan off quicker with lower interest
rates, obviously you have that option as well.
So I came here today just to learn how this
program is working.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
Congressman Ford who, as the chairman of
the House Education Committee, spear-
headed this, as well as to Congressman Din-
gell and Congressman Carr. We passed this
program by the narrowest of margins in the
Congress. There were a lot of people who
didn’t want us to pass it because there were
a lot of people who were sort of middlemen
in this operation who were making a good
deal of money off the program. But this is
amazing. We saved over $4 billion over a 5-
year program in the cost to the taxpayers.
We already know we’re going to cut $2 billion
in the cost to the borrowers. And we’re going
to be able to help more people in a better
way, if it is properly implemented.

So we’re here today, in large measure, to
thank the University of Michigan and to
thank Wayne State for joining the program
next year. Michigan has probably had the
strongest participation in the program of any
State in the country so far. It’s a real tribute
to the leaders of your institutions of higher
education that you’re out ahead of this curve.
But I think the students of America will de-
mand to be included in this program, the
more they hear about it, if it’s properly im-

plemented. So I came here today to listen
and see how it’s going and hear from all of
you.

[At this point, two students explained that
the new student loan program is beneficial
to students planning to enter lower salary
professions because it allows for flexible re-
payment. Another student then expressed ap-
preciation for the AmeriCorps program
which permits him to repay his loan while
helping his fellow citizens.]

The President. Let me interject here. For
those of you who don’t know, what Alex was
talking about is AmeriCorps, the national
service program, allows young people to earn
credit against a college education at the same
annual rate as the GI bill, for service to the
United States here at home in community
service work. So the two of these things to-
gether, he said, can have an even bigger im-
pact in making it easier to complete your col-
lege education.

[Another student voiced his support for the
AmeriCorps program. A participant then
stated that he came from a low income family
and could not attend college without student
loans. He also commented on the minimal pa-
perwork required by the new program. James
Duderstadt, president of the University of
Michigan, then introduced David Adamany,
president of Wayne State University, who
praised the new program’s outreach to com-
munities with high numbers of poor and mi-
nority students in need of financial support
to attend college and expressed appreciation
for the Department of Education’s work on
the program.]

The President. Thank you very much. I
think we should give a little credit here, as
you did, to Secretary Riley and Deputy Sec-
retary Kunin and the Assistant Secretary and
all the others. They have worked very hard
to get the mechanics right, the details right
on this and to keep it going.

The other thing that I’d like to emphasize
on the points you just made is that I have
been very concerned about the number of
our young students, and not-so-young stu-
dents, who are having to really string out
their college education because they want to
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do it all on a pay-as-you-go basis for this rea-
son. It actually is not good economics for our
country.

The average college graduate in the first
year of work makes, as you all know, I’m sure,
much more than the average high school
graduate in the first year of work. What you
may not know is that the gap between what
they make now in 1994 is twice as great as
it was in 1984. So these trends are rather
dramatic, and they are not going to be re-
versed in the foreseeable future, which
means that especially in areas which have tra-
ditionally had either high unemployment or
low income, if you want to change the in-
come mix of the people and change the na-
ture of the economy, one of the things you
simply have to do is to dramatically increase
the percentage of people who have a college
education. It’s one of the few things you can
do in a short period of time, meaning over
a 5 to 6 year period, to change the income
distribution in a community.

And so this is a very important thing not
just for individual Americans and their op-
portunities, this is a big deal for our country
and for whether we can continue to promote
equality of opportunity and a better living
standard and a rising living standard among
people who have absolutely no way other
than an education to achieve it.

[President Duderstadt introduced Represent-
ative William Ford, who discussed consolida-
tion and refinancing of preexisting loans
under the new program and the tremendous
decrease in the amount of paperwork due to
the expanded use of computers in the pro-
gram. James Renick, chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Michigan at Dearborn, noted that
the new program can serve more students
without an increase in administrative staff.
After President Duderstadt invited students
to comment, a participant stated that the di-
rect loan program should be expanded to in-
clude more institutions and serve more stu-
dents. Another participant then explained
that because of an agreement that was made
in the Congress when the legislation was
passed, only 5 percent of all student loans
could be made through this program during
the first year it is implemented. He added
that in approximately 5 years, most institu-

tions should be offering the direct loan pro-
gram.]

The President. This law passed the Con-
gress last summer—I mean, summer before
last, summer of ’93. And then we had to do
the rules, the regulations, set the system up.
So no one could have been involved in it be-
fore then. And this is the first year, and then
next year we’ll have up to 40 percent of the
institutions in the country involved. And
then, eventually, we’ll be offering it to every-
body within a couple of years. And if we can
get this message out across the country that
it’s working very well, then I think some of
the reluctant student loan offices and institu-
tions around the country will be changing
their position rather rapidly.

[President Adamany explained that the Fed-
eral Government’s involvement in the direct
loan program will help colleges and univer-
sities collect loan repayments and improve
the image of the institutions that accept high
numbers of students who depend on loans.
A participant then explained that many stu-
dents make several different payments to
more than one financial institution, but
under the new program, students will only
be required to send one check per month to
the Internal Revenue Service. Another partic-
ipant thanked the President for making af-
fordable student loans available and for giv-
ing students from all backgrounds a chance
to attend institutions like Michigan State.]

Q. I think Michigan State is in the second
year, are they not?

Q. Well, I had to speak up for Michigan
State because they were at the table. [Laugh-
ter]

Q. They’re in the second wave.
The President. They’re coming the next

time.

[A participant discussed how the direct loan
program is helping to change attitudes to-
ward higher education, helping people see it
as an investment in the future of individuals
and of the Nation. Another participant added
that the new program gives incentive and op-
portunity to people from low income families
to get a college education by offering several
different means of repaying loans.]

The President. Thank you.
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[A participant stated that there should be
more opportunities to let students know the
benefits of the program.]

The President. I think that’s a very good
suggestion. Let me say, we do have some
money set aside for an advertising outreach
program. And we wanted to wait to start to
run the advertising until this first year—
which is 5 percent of the institutions, as
you’ve heard—until we had these programs
up and going so we knew what would work,
we had some of the kinks ironed out. And
yet, we wanted to get people’s attention up
because, as you heard Bill Ford say, we’re
going to 40 percent next year, then 50 per-
cent the year after, then anybody who wants
to get in. So I think you will see some—if
our program works the way it’s supposed to,
you should see some advertising about this
program through the media within a matter
of a couple of months.

[Congressman Ford noted that the Depart-
ment of Education will advertise a toll-free
telephone number to provide information
about the program. A participant explained
that implementing the program gradually
will help ensure its quality. He also disagreed
with the criticism that offering more than one
method of repayment could be confusing to
students.]

The President. Thank you.
Q. We should also note that you don’t have

to make a decision about anything until you
reach repayment.

Q. That’s right.
Q. And then if you make one decision, you

can change it. You’re not stuck for the rest
of your life with what you decide the day
you graduate from college. You can adjust
what’s happening in your life.

Q. Which is key, because I may plan to
get out and do more service. But I guess I
don’t plan to be a poor starving graduate stu-
dent forever, and I’d like the ability to adjust
my finances accordingly.

[President Duderstadt reviewed the benefits
of the program and invited the President to
make final comments.]

The President. Well, I think, first of all,
the students have said it all, from my point
of view. I do want to thank the Members

of Congress who are here, Chairman Dingell,
who’s been characteristically reticent but has
been so important to all of us. And Chairman
Ford, thank you, and I’m very glad this pro-
gram is named for you; it ought to be. And
Bob Carr, I thank you for your help on this
education initiative. But mostly I thank the
students for what they’ve said because they
have pointed out why this program will work
and why it’s important.

Again I will say, I got interested in this
because I got tired of hearing young people
in my own State tell me they were going to
drop out of college because they couldn’t af-
ford to take out another loan or tell me that
they wouldn’t go until they had some money
because they knew they’d never be able to
repay the loan. And I think we have changed
all that now.

We’ve also been able to change it with
good management and actually lower the
cost to the Government, not increase the cost
to the Government. It’s unheard of that we
can make better loans available at lower cost
to the borrowers and still lower the costs to
the taxpayers and drastically simplify it.

I will say this is a part of a series of things
we are doing. We have done the same thing
with the Small Business Administration
loans, where a small business person can now
fill out an SBA application that’s one page
long and get an answer within 3 days, some-
thing which was unheard of before. So we’re
trying to do this piece by piece by piece
throughout the Government.

I also appreciated what Kelly said about
the fact that we were willing, and wanted,
in fact, to have one year where we started
out in a very modest way, because there’s
always the possibility there could have been
some difficulty here we had to deal with. But
in the end, the important thing is the stu-
dents of this country—increasingly nontradi-
tional students, increasingly not students that
are just between the ages of 18 and 21—
understand that this program is out there for
them. Now they have to use it.

We—I will say again—this country is deal-
ing with about 20 years in which the average
earnings of hourly wage-earners has been vir-
tually stagnant when you adjust for inflation.
If we want to get earnings up in America
and we want to make a big dent particularly
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in population groups like Native Americans
that have traditionally been lower income,
there is no other way to do it in the near
term, apart from dramatically increasing the
number of young people who—and perhaps
not-so-young people—who go to and finish
college. There is no other near-term way for
us to turn our society around on this eco-
nomically.

So what I’m really hoping will happen as
a result of this direct loan program is that
enrollments will continue to rise dramatically
and people who do not drop out will continue
to drop dramatically, so that our country be-
comes a more educated place and our econ-
omy will become more powerful and our so-
ciety will become more equal because people
will be able to compete and win in a global
economy. That is the ultimate goal of this
entire enterprise. And from what I’ve heard
today, I think it’s been an effort worth mak-
ing.

I thank you all for being here.
Q. Mr. President, on behalf of the Univer-

sity of Michigan and our sister institutions,
we want to express our gratitude for your
meeting with us today and sharing in this dis-
cussion.

I should point out that the President and
I had a brief discussion before we came in,
and we’ve agreed that we are going to ar-
range a little basketball match-up the first
week in April between Arkansas and Michi-
gan out in Seattle. [Laughter] Of course,
we’ve got to do a little bit to get there first.

The President. That’s right.
Q. The rematch.
Q. Thank you very much for returning to

Michigan.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
10:40 a.m. at the University of Michigan at Dear-
born. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Rally for Democratic
Candidates in Detroit, Michigan
November 1, 1994

Thank you so much. Can you hear me in
the back? Well, I’m doing the best I can.
But if you’ll be a little more quiet, I’ll be

a little louder and maybe you can hear. Can
you hear now? I will do the best I can, and
you do the best you can.

Mayor Archer, County Executive Ed
MacNamara, Congressman Carr. Folks, Bob
Carr gave a good speech, and you ought to
give him a good vote on November the 8th
and send him to the United States Senate.
And I hope you will support Howard Wolpe
and Debbie Stabenow. I thank Senator Rie-
gle, Senator Levin, Congressman Conyers,
Congressman Ford, Congressman Kildee,
Congressman Dingell, Congressman Bonior,
and two people you ought to send to Con-
gress, Bob Mitchell and Lynn Rivers, I thank
them all for being here. I’m glad to see your
secretary of state, Dick Austin. And I want
to ask you to support Judge Conrad Mallett,
who is not here today. I thank the Straight
Gate Gospel Choir; the Murray Wright High
School Band; the Mason Drummer Corps;
and Jennifer Holiday, was she great, or what?

Ladies and gentlemen, we’re a week be-
fore election. There have been some clouds
in this election, but they’re starting to clear.
The Sun is coming out. The choice is becom-
ing stark and clear and unambiguous. Do we
want to go forward or turn back? Do we want
to support people who vote for ordinary
Americans or people who just vote for orga-
nized interest groups?

[At this point, there was a disruption in the
audience.]

You know, 21 months ago—let them talk,
let them talk. Wait, wait a minute. They
couldn’t get a crowd like this. They had to
come to ours. We welcome them here; let
them come. And we welcome a little free
speech and debate. If we had more of it, we’d
be doing even better in this election.

Let me ask you something, folks. When
we came here 21 months ago, you elected
me President to change this country and to
move this country forward, to face up to 30
years of social problems, 20 years of eco-
nomic stagnation, 12 years of their trickle-
down economics, and 4 years of the worst
job growth since the Great Depression. We
said we could change that, and we’ve been
working at it steadily, to make this Govern-
ment work for ordinary people, to get this
economy going again, to empower people so
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they can compete in this global economy, and
to make this world safer and more secure.

And I tell you, folks, there are still a lot
of problems in America, but we have made
a very good start. This country is in better
shape, and we don’t need to go back now.

If you look at Michigan alone, because of
the work of our administration, with the help
of these Members of Congress behind us,
11⁄2 million workers are now protected by the
family and medical leave law, so they can take
a little time off when a baby is born or a
parent is sick; 400,000 working families with
children in their home got a tax cut so they
won’t fall into poverty if they’re working full
time and raising their kids. You heard the
mayor talking about the crime bill: more po-
lice, more prisons, tougher punishment, and
prevention to give our children something to
say yes to as well as something to say no to.

We brought down the deficit that the other
party only talked about. We slashed the bu-
reaucracy they only complained about. We
cut the regulations that they gagged over but
never did anything about. When we put this
economic strategy forward, the Republicans
said if it passed, the economy would collapse.
Well, they were wrong. In 21 months we
have cut the deficit 3 years in a row for the
first time since Truman was President. We
have shrunk the Federal Government, but
we have invested more in your jobs, your fu-
ture, and we have 4.6 million new jobs in
America. In Michigan, we’ve seen a 11⁄2 per-
cent plus drop in the unemployment rate.

Is there more to do? You bet there is. Yes,
there is. But if there’s more to do, we ought
to keep on doing what we’ve been doing for
21 months, not go back to what worked so
poorly for 12 years before.

It was in the last 21 months that we ex-
panded the Head Start program, that we
passed a law to immunize all the kids in this
country under the age of 2 by 1996, that we
passed laws to have apprenticeship programs
all over this country to help people who don’t
want to go to college move from school to
work into good jobs, not dead-end jobs.

We passed the reform in the student loan
laws to provide for lower cost, longer repay-
ment student loans, so that every middle
class student in this country and every poor
kid in this country can afford to go to college

and get a good education and not drop out
and not turn back. In Michigan alone,
580,000 people will be eligible for better
terms on their college loans because of this
administration and its partners in the Con-
gress.

And let me just say this. I noticed that Mr.
Carr’s opponent ran a television ad using my
voice against him, saying if it hadn’t been
for him we wouldn’t have passed the eco-
nomic program. Well, that’s why your unem-
ployment rate is down; that’s why your jobs
are up; that’s why this country is moving for-
ward.

But I want to give you another one, and
I bet you won’t see this in his television ad.
If it hadn’t been for Bob Carr, we would
never have had the votes to reform the stu-
dent loan program; we wouldn’t be having
20 million more Americans eligible for lower
interest rates, lower costs, better repayment
terms. If the other fellow had been there,
it never would have happened. And that’s the
kind of choice we’re facing in this election.

What have they done? They said no to stu-
dent loan reform. They said no to the crime
bill. They said no to family leave. They said
no to the reduction of the deficit. They said
no to economic recovery. That’s what they
did. They killed campaign finance reform
and lobby reform and the Superfund bill to
clean up the toxic waste dumps.

And now they have told us what they will
do if you put them in office. They want to
take us back, back to trickle-down econom-
ics; back to massive tax cuts for the wealthy.
They have made you a trillion dollars’ worth
of promises. Elect us, they say, and all will
be easy: tax cuts, spending increases, a bal-
anced budget. Does it sound familiar?

Their contract on America doesn’t say
much about how they’re going to pay for this.
But they do say that if you give them power,
they will cut $9 billion worth of college loans
for over 3 million students. We ought to be
sending more people to college, not less peo-
ple. Vote for the Democrats, and keep this
country moving forward.

Listen to this. This is their argument. This
is their argument. They say, ‘‘Well, this is
a tough election for Republicans. The Demo-
crats took our issues away. We were always
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for jobs, against crime, against big Govern-
ment. We were active in foreign policy. Now,
the Democrats have given us 3 years of defi-
cit reduction in a row for the first time since
Truman, the smallest Federal Government
since Kennedy, the toughest crime bill ever,
a growing economy in a safer and more se-
cure world. We would be saying, if we did
it, that we should build a statue to the Re-
publicans if we’d done it. But, my goodness,
the Democrats did it. How are we going to
run this race?’’

‘‘I know,’’ they say. ‘‘We will deny that it
happened. We will take the cynicism of the
public and build on it. We will take the skep-
ticism of the public and feed it. We will take
the unbelievable reluctance of people to be-
lieve in this country again, and we will stoke
it. We will divide the people. We will throw
a smokescreen over the election. We will at-
tack them for big Government and taxes,
even though they cut taxes on working peo-
ple and gave us less Government and moved
the economy forward and made the country
safer.’’ That’s what their program is. Their
program, my fellow Americans, is to keep ev-
erybody shouting, keep the country in a tur-
moil, keep the people upset.

Let me tell you something. This country
has problems. There are still too many peo-
ple who are worried about losing their jobs,
who haven’t gotten a raise, who are afraid
they’ll lose their health care, who are looking
for work and don’t have it. But the country
is in better shape than it was 21 months ago.

Don’t let them sucker you. Keep going
where we’re going. Show up on election day.
Stand up for what is right. Don’t turn back.
We can do better.

I just got back from an incredible trip. I
saw our fine soldiers in the Persian Gulf
standing up for freedom there. I saw the
peace in the Middle East. I saw the faces
of millions of people looking at America,
looking to America for support. Let me tell
you something, folks. From Northern Ireland
to Haiti to the Persian Gulf to the Middle
East to Korea, people say, ‘‘We like the
United States. It’s a country of energy, a
country of freedom, a country of growth, a
country of tomorrow.’’ They are not cynical
about us. I wish you could have seen the
faces of our young men and women in uni-

form in the Persian Gulf there, in the desert,
and all those soldiers from other countries
looking at them. I wish you could see the
faces of the Haitians holding up their little
‘‘Thank you, America’’ sign when President
Aristide went home and democracy came
back to those people. They aren’t cynical
about America.

Folks, 90 percent of the cynics about
America are in America. They listen to peo-
ple who are screaming all the time, who are
shouting all the time, who are trying to divide
this country all the time. Let me tell you
something. This is a very great country, and
its best days are ahead of it. Our best days
are ahead of us.

We have challenges ahead of us. We do
not need the easy promises and the failed
policies of the past. We need to say, ‘‘This
is America. We’re getting this economy
going. We’re educating our people. We’re
making this Government work for average
Americans again. This world is going to be
safer and more prosperous. We are going
into the future.’’

Say no to the failed policies of the past.
Say yes to going to the future. Say no to fear
and yes to hope. Say no to the people who
are always trying to denigrate everything we
do to move this country forward. And say
yes to Bob Carr and the other Democrats
who are running for you and your future.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:31 p.m. in the
Cobo Hall Convention Center. In his remarks, he
referred to Mayor Dennis W. Archer of Detroit;
Howard Wolpe, candidate for Governor; Debbie
Stabenow, candidate for Lieutenant Governor;
Conrad L. Mallett, Jr., candidate for Michigan Su-
preme Court chief justice; and singer Jennifer
Holiday.

Interview With Dominic Carter
of New York 1 Television,
New York City
November 1, 1994

Mr. Carter. Thank you for appearing here
on New York 1, sir.

The President. Thank you. Glad to do it.
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Midterm Elections

Mr. Carter. Mr. President, this has been
a bitter, nasty campaign season across the
country in which Republicans have made you
the issue of local races in commercials linking
you directly to the local Democrats. While
many Democrats have held open arms to
campaign with you, some have kept their dis-
tance. How do you feel that you are the di-
rect target, your administration?

The President. Well, they’ve worked hard
on this for a long time. The Republicans tend
to be a Presidential party, and they are unfor-
tunately now very extremist, very negative,
and that’s what they’ve tried to do. But you
know, there is beginning to be a backlash.

First of all, the American people see that
I am keeping the commitments I made to
them in 1992. In 21 months, we have moved
the country forward. We’re making the Gov-
ernment work for ordinary Americans with
things like family leave and college loans.
We’ve reduced the debt. We’ve reduced the
size of the Federal Government. We’ve got
more jobs coming into this economy. The
world is safer and more prosperous than it
was when I took office. People are feeling
that, and I don’t believe they’re going to buy
these Republican promises in this contract,
this $1 trillion worth of hot check promises
to go back to the 1980’s and trickle-down
economics.

I also would point out, Dominic, you know,
there is beginning to be some division within
the Republican ranks. People are recoiling;
good Republicans are recoiling from this ex-
tremism and this negativism. That’s why
former First Lady Nancy Reagan hit Oliver
North and, of course, Mayor Giuliani sup-
porting Governor Cuomo—I think a very
statesman-like decision—Mayor Riordan out
in Los Angeles supporting Senator Feinstein,
Mrs. Heinz in Pennsylvania attacking the Re-
publican candidate for Senator up there.

There are a lot of good Republicans who
do not like what has been happening in our
country, and they don’t like seeing the Re-
publican Party being so negative, so bitterly
partisan, and so extremist. So I think we’ve
got a chance in the last 8 days to get a real
vote for the future and not a vote for the
past. And I’m very hopeful.

Mr. Carter. Mr. President, you touched
upon a couple of topics that I want to get
to, but just yesterday you were campaigning
for Democrats in Pittsburgh, and we’re told
that you’re headed to New York once again
to campaign Thursday for Mario Cuomo.

The last time you were here, you said Mr.
Cuomo is a national treasure, that he’s New
York’s treasure. How do you explain him
being in the tough battle against George
Pataki?

The President. Well, I think, first of all,
he has been Governor. And after you’ve been
Governor awhile, you’ll pick up your fair
share of enemies if you take on the tough
decisions and you deal with the tough issues.

Secondly, as we all know, Senator
D’Amato and Mr. Pataki, their group, they’re
very good at attacking their opponents and
they’ve done a good job of that. But I think
Governor Cuomo is coming back. And I
think if you look at the action that Mayor
Giuliani took, he was a person who had to
say, look, never mind all this negative back-
and-forth, how are the people of my city
going to live, and are they going to be better
off depending on who the Governor is? So
he endorsed Governor Cuomo.

When I said Governor Cuomo was a na-
tional treasure but is New York’s treasure
first, I would just remind the voters of New
York who wonder whether he really wants
to be Governor again that I offered him a
chance to have a very different career in
Washington, DC, and he rejected it to stay
with New York, because he wanted to have
a chance to be Governor while he has a part-
ner in the White House, someone really com-
mitted to helping improve the fortunes of the
people of New York.

That was clear evidence to me that his
heart was first, foremost, and forever with
the people of New York, and I think that
they’ll be very well pleased with his perform-
ance in the next 4 years if they’ll give him
a chance to be Governor.

Mr. Carter. Thank you very much, Mr.
President. We’ll see you in New York on
Thursday.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 2:57 p.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Westin
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Hotel in Detroit, MI. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Interview With Ken Herrera and
Jayne Bower, WWJ Radio, Detroit,
Michigan
November 1, 1994

The President. Hello, Ken.
Mr. Herrera. Can you hear me all right?
The President. I can hear you fine,

thanks.

President’s Approval Rating
Mr. Herrera. You know, I wanted to start

this out with kind of a lengthy question. As
I looked at your list of accomplishments in
office, and let me list a few: 4.1 million new
jobs in the economy in the first 17 months
of the administration; 2 consecutive years of
budget reductions; new tax cuts to 90 percent
of small businesses; a low inflation rate, low-
est in 20 years, in fact; the signing of the
student loan reform act; the passage of the
crime bill, including the assault weapons ban;
millions of dollars for local law enforcement;
the victories that you’ve scored in foreign
policy affairs, in Haiti, the Persian Gulf,
North Korea, the Middle East and all that,
do you ever find yourself sitting back at the
White House and wondering, what the heck
do I have to do to have high approval rating?

The President. Well, you know, they’re
coming up. I think what you have to do is
the people have to know it. They have to
know it, and they have to believe it. And I
think that we had lots and lots of evidence
that even now not all these things have been
known. But as people know more and believe
more, then they tend to want to support what
I’m trying to do for our country and the
Members of Congress who are supporting
that direction as well. I think that if you look
at just the things you mentioned, when I ran
for President, I said that if I were elected,
I’d try to make the Government work for or-
dinary Americans, empower people through
education and training to compete in a global
economy, get the economy moving again, and
make the world safer and more prosperous.

On those scores, we’re in better shape than
we were 21 months ago. Now, there are a
lot of people, to be fair, Ken, who haven’t

felt that. They still maybe feel insecure.
They’re insecure in their job, or they’re afraid
they’ll lose their health care, or they haven’t
gotten a raise. But our country’s moving in
the right direction, and I think as more peo-
ple know it, there will be more support for
this direction and for these candidates. And
I’ve just got to make sure that insofar as I
can effect that people know about it and be-
lieve it by next Tuesday.

Youth Violence
Ms. Bower. Mr. President, this—phone

ringing somewhere. Maybe we can just ig-
nore that. I’d like to speak with you as a par-
ent. Now, I have two small boys myself, a
3-year-old and a 2-year-old, and I’m fright-
ened for them. My oldest celebrated his first
birthday in Los Angeles as the city was burn-
ing. We’re hearing about two kids in Chicago
accused of dropping a third child out of a
window. Now, the crime bill may be a step
in the right direction, but I think I speak for
a lot of parents when I ask you, how do we
give our children some hope? And what’s in
the future for them?

The President. Well, first let me say, you
gave the right answer yourself. The crime bill
is a move in the right direction. And if the
people in the local communities around the
country use it, they can lower the crime rate
and lower the rate of violence. They can do
it by using the police, the punishment, the
prevention, and the prisons, all four.

But in the end, what we’ve got to do in
this country is to get back to the basics of
child-rearing. And those children who are not
getting the support they need at home, who
are growing up in very mean neighborhoods,
still have to have somebody to look up to
and someone to learn from. And what’s hap-
pening is, you talked about those two kids
that dropped that 5-year-old out of a high-
rise—what is it that makes the heart of a 10-
year-old turn to stone, feel no guilt, feel no
remorse? What is it that makes an 11-year-
old shoot another 11-year-old for gang rea-
sons?

We have got to have a system that Govern-
ment can’t provide alone, that people in
every community deal with to reach out to
these kids and make sure that they have
somebody to look up to, someone to learn
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from who is a good, positive role model, and
a future out there for them. I’m doing what
I can as President by trying to get the econ-
omy in shape, trying to provide educational
opportunities, trying to support working fam-
ilies on modest incomes with things like fam-
ily leave and income tax cuts and other sup-
ports. But we really have got to have a grass-
roots sea change in America in every neigh-
borhood in this country. People who can do
it have got to be willing to step in and help
these kids that aren’t getting the support they
need at home or that are spending too much
time on the streets because they’re, say, the
children of single parents who have to be out
working to try to support them.

And if we will do that, we can then—take
the prevention programs, for example, in the
crime bill—we can take the police programs
in the crime bill and use them to actually
build up people’s lives and turn this situation
around. It is in many ways the most signifi-
cant challenge facing our country. We cannot
expect to do well over the long run if we
continue to lose massive numbers of our chil-
dren to this kind of lifestyle.

Student Loans
Mr. Herrera. Again, we’re speaking live

with President Bill Clinton on WWJ. Mr.
President, following along those same lines,
last August you signed the student loan re-
form act. In fact, you talked about it a little
bit earlier today, authorizing the implemen-
tation of what’s known as the William D.
Ford Federal Direct Loan Program. How
does this differ from previous efforts to make
sure that all those who want a higher edu-
cation can, in fact, get a higher education
in this country.

The President. Well, what this student
loan bill does is to enable people to borrow
money to go to college at lower cost, either
lower fees or lower interest rates or both.
And then it allows them four different op-
tions about how to repay the money. For ex-
ample, if someone gets out of school, and
they decide to become a teacher, then the
teacher—let’s say the teacher starts and he
or she has a low wage in salary in the early
years, you can pay back the loan as a percent-
age of your income. Then let’s suppose at
some point in the future you get a higher

paying job, and you want to pay the loan off
quicker so your interest payments should be
lowered, you can convert to a different sys-
tem and repay it in that way.

So the two different things here are, num-
ber one, it’s a lower cost loan; number two,
the repayment terms are much better. Now,
in addition to that, we have taken a huge
amount of the bureaucracy and paperwork
out of this, and we have strengthened the
ability of the Government to collect the loan
when it’s due by involving the IRS and other
Federal agencies in the process. This was a
dramatic change. And we also cut out a lot
of the middle men in the process so that we
saved $4 billion in Government money over
5 years and saved the borrowers $2 billion
over 5 years. It is a great program.

And today I was at the University of Michi-
gan Dearborn campus. A lot of the students
were talking there about how this was going
to be better for them and their lives and their
classmates. You’ll get more people coming
to college. You’ll have fewer dropouts. And
you’ll have a higher repayment of the loans
when they get out. It’s very exciting. It’s one
of the best things we’ve done long-term for
the United States since I’ve been President.

Midterm Elections
Ms. Bower. Mr. President, we heard you

urging people to get out and vote next Tues-
day when you were at Cobo Center this after-
noon. Does that low voter turnout—of course
it concerns you, but what can be done to
change that, and more importantly to change
the image of politicians?

The President. Well, if you looked at the
’92 campaign, you see what can be done. If
you have a vigorous debate on the issues and
if you have a real hopeful campaign, if you’re
trying to build up not tear down, then people
come out and vote. If these campaigns are
totally dominated by the negative, not the
positive, and by people trying to tear down,
not build up, then a lot of voters just stay
home. They turn it off. And then the election
tends to go to the person with the most ex-
tremist support, which is why a lot of these
extreme Republicans have worked so hard
on their negative campaigns and to raise so
much money. They want to drive down voter
turnout, diminish confidence in the political
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process, and give the election to the extrem-
ist element in their own party. That’s their
whole goal.

But I have to tell you, I think in the last
couple of weeks, Americans are getting more
realistic and more hopeful about their coun-
try again. They see that we’re improving the
economy, that we’re making this Govern-
ment work for ordinary people. We’ve got
a smaller Government and a smaller deficit
but a more active approach to facing the
problems of this country. They see other peo-
ple in other parts of the world, from the Mid-
dle East and the Persian Gulf, to Korea, to
Haiti, to Northern Ireland, looking to us for
energy and support. And I think they’re feel-
ing better about themselves and their coun-
try. And if that happens, we’ll have a higher
voter turnout.

Ms. Bower. We know you’re getting ready
to leave Detroit now for Ohio, Mr. President.
We’d like to thank you very much for joining
us this afternoon.

The President. Thank you, I’ve enjoyed
it.

Ms. Bower. Thank you, President Clinton.
The President. And I remember the

interview I did back during the campaign
when your station was supposed to be inter-
viewing my wife, and she was asleep on the
bus, so I took the interview.

Ms. Bower. We got you instead.
The President. Oh, I finally got one in

my own right today. I appreciate that.
Mr. Herrera. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview began at 3:08 p.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Westin
Hotel in Detroit, MI. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Interview With Bruce Newbury of
WPRO Radio, Detroit, Michigan
November 1, 1994

Mr. Newbury. Mr. President, how are
you?

The President. I’m fine, Bruce. How are
you?

Mr. Newbury. Nice to speak to you this
afternoon.

The President. Nice to speak to you.

Midterm Elections
Mr. Newbury. And we’re looking forward

to having your visit with us tomorrow in
Rhode Island. Now, you’ll be here for a
Democratic rally among some other things,
and I think it’s safe to say that 7 days before
the election, any appearance by the President
is a political event. But what kind of a mes-
sage does it send for the President of the
United States to appear on behalf of cam-
paigning politicians this late in the game in
their home district? I mean could this be
construed as pulling out all of the stops?

The President. I hope it is, because that’s
what I’m trying to do. You know, the people
of Rhode Island have been very good to me,
and you’ve got some races that I’m very inter-
ested in and have been asked to come and
support Representative Kennedy and our
candidate for Governor and the others on the
Democratic ticket, so I’m looking forward to
being there.

And after all, our administration has had
a good record in Rhode Island. In the last
21 months, we’ve seen over 10,000 new jobs
come into the State, and in the previous 4
years, you lost almost 10,000 jobs. We’ve
been able to give tax cuts to 38,000 working
families and almost 4,800 small businesses,
and we’ve passed the Family and Medical
Leave Act. We’ve got middle class student
loans available at lower costs than before.
We’re moving this country forward. We’re
getting things going again in the right direc-
tion in America, and I want to be able to
take that message to Rhode Island, and I’d
like to have some support from people in
Rhode Island in the Congress for continuing
to do that.

Mr. Newbury. The Republican contract
is going to be a topic of discussion when you
arrive here tomorrow.

The President. It should be.
Mr. Newbury. Is it, as the New York

Times did today, is there going to be a point-
by-point Democratic response to the Repub-
lican contract?

The President. Well, the New York Times
gave a point-by-point response to it today?

Mr. Newbury. It’s in a graph form, a chart
form here in the——

The President. That’s great. I haven’t
seen it, but let me say what we’ve attempted
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to do is to show what it would take to pay
for the Republican contract. I mean, in typi-
cal Republican fashion, just like they did in
the eighties, they made all these wild prom-
ises and never said how they’d pay for it.

Now, they’ve promised big tax cuts, big
increases in defense spending and Star Wars
and a balanced budget. And the House
Budget Committee did an analysis and said
that if they did that, that the only way you
could keep that promise is to cut Social Secu-
rity about $2,000 a year and to cut Medicare
about $1,800 a year, because that’s what’s in
the rest of the budget. And if they say they’re
not going to do it, then what they’re saying
is they’re not going to keep their promise.
Instead, they’re going to give a tax cut to the
wealthy, explode the deficit, start shipping
our jobs overseas, and put us right back in
the same hole we were in when they had
office the last time.

So they cannot have it both ways. They
can’t go out here and give the American peo-
ple $1 trillion worth of promises and say, ‘‘I’ll
tell you how I’m going to pay for this after
the election.’’ That’s what they’re trying to
do. It’s a scam. It’s a bunch of easy promises.
Our approach is to challenge the American
people, to say, ‘‘Okay, we’re going to give
you the educational opportunities you need,
we’re going to make this Government work
for ordinary people to support families again;
as with family leave and immunizations for
little kids, and we’re going to get the econ-
omy going again. And now you’ve got to make
the most of your lives.’’ We’re not going to
give you a bunch of promises that can’t be
kept, that will only put this country back in
the hole again.

I think when the American people under-
stand both what we have done and what
they’re offering, that we’re going to be in
much better shape.

Health Care Reform

Mr. Newbury. Of course, the State of
Rhode Island has been very much involved
in the health care reform proposals with Sen-
ator Chafee and of course, Ira Magaziner.
Now, when health care comes back on the
table in the spring, what input can we expect
from these gentlemen?

The President. Well, I hope they’ll be
very much involved. I will say this: If we had
more Republicans who were willing to sup-
port Senator Chafee, we’d have a health care
bill today, because he was willing to deal with
us in good faith, and he really wanted to get
a resolution of this.

But as you probably know, they all aban-
doned him and his plan, his original plan,
because, unfortunately, the congressional
leadership of the Republicans has been so
bitterly partisan that they would rather defeat
a bill than have the Democrats involved in
helping get health care, even if the Repub-
licans got half the credit. They tried to do
the same thing to the crime bill. The leader-
ship tried to beat the crime bill.

But again, Senator Chafee and a few oth-
ers said they would not be involved in that
kind of bitter partisanship, and they did what
was right for America. So I’m very hopeful
that we can get a different and more biparti-
san approach to crime. It depends in part
on how these elections come out. You know,
we’ve got Mayor Giuliani, the Republican
Mayor of New York, endorse Governor
Cuomo, the Republican Mayor of Los Ange-
les endorsed Senator Feinstein, Nancy
Reagan, our former First Lady, has attacked
Oliver North in Virginia, and Mrs. Heinz, the
wife of the former Republican Senator from
Pennsylvania has attacked the Republican
Senate nominee in Pennsylvania. A lot of
these mainstream Republicans are horrified
by the destructive, extremist wing that has
taken over the Republican Party, either inter-
ested in ideological politics or just power-
grabbing; they don’t like it. So there’s a lot
of good Republicans in this country that want
to see us work together to solve problems,
and I’m going to do my best to work with
them after this election is over.

White House Security

Mr. Newbury. I want to get to the secu-
rity issue with the White House. Of course,
you’re on the road, and it’s probably a wise
course with what’s going on back home there.
But let me ask you this. [Laughter] Until——

The President. That’s great.
Mr. Newbury. I got a laugh out of the

President; it’s not a bad day. Until the Secret

VerDate 14-MAY-98 09:18 May 28, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00030 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P44NO4.002 INET03



2223Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Nov. 1

Service comes back to you with their find-
ings, have you given thought to moving your
family out of the White House? In all serious-
ness.

The President. Oh, no, no. You know, the
thing with the airplane was a fluke. First of
all, none of us were there. If we had been
there, I think under the security procedures
it would have been handled differently. But
there was a guy that just came in under the
radar and was obviously trying to do some-
thing to draw attention to himself, not trying
to hurt us.

In terms of the shooting incident, we have
shootings in the streets of America every day.
And what I hope the American people got
out of that shooting incident was that the
people in the Congress who voted for the
crime bill and the assault weapons were right;
you don’t need people to be able to walk
around on the streets of America and pull
out a gun where you can fire off 20 or 30
bullets in one magazine before you know it.

But the Secret Service does a good job
protecting the President. We will be prudent;
we will be safe. But I’m not going to go into
a hole and hide in a Democratic country
where people are free to move around. You
just have to keep doing that and take all the
precautions you can. But I feel good about
the job they do, and so I’m going to keep
being out here among the people and take
whatever precautions seem appropriate.

Chelsea Clinton

Mr. Newbury. Very good. I wanted to just
ask you another quick question about Rhode
Island. Is Chelsea coming back to Rhode Is-
land next summer to take sailing lessons
again?

The President. I don’t know. She sure
does want to. She loved that. She had the
most wonderful time up there. She loved the
school, she loved the people she met. She
loved sailing. When I got back from the Mid-
dle East, I showed her a model of a boat
that I brought from the Middle East that one
of the leaders gave me, and she understood
all about how it was constructed and how
it all worked. So I will say the people who
taught her last summer in Rhode Island did
a good job.

Mr. Newbury. Well, all right. Well, she’s
more than welcome to come back, and we’re
looking forward to your visit tomorrow. Well,
not everybody, the people that have to drive
95 aren’t too choked up about it.

The President. Yes, I apologize in ad-
vance. I’m trying not to inconvenience them
too much.

Mr. Newbury. I hear you, and it’s been
a pleasure to talk with you this afternoon.
Thank you very much for giving us your time.

The President. Are you driving your
Chevrolet Impala?

Mr. Newbury. As a matter of fact, I left
it home today because it’s raining, and it’s
got the original wipers on it. And those are
valuable in themselves so I don’t want to use
them. But I know you’re a car buff.

The President. I love old cars; ’64 was
a good year for the Impala.

Mr. Newbury. It sure was. This is a beau-
ty. It’s been in a garage for about 15 years.
It’s got the 230 in it, the six, but it’s got some
of the bells and whistles, and it’s just a beau-
tiful car. I’m tickled to death with it. I was
going to drive it today, but I said, wait a
minute, he’s just going to be on the phone;
he’s not going to see it. But I’ll send your
picture.

The President. Thanks, man.
Mr. Newbury. All right, sir. Hey, nice to

talk to you. You take good care.
The President. All right. Bye-bye.
Mr. Newbury. And have a safe trip.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 3:19 p.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Westin
Hotel in Detroit, MI. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Interview With Thera Martin
Connelly of WDAS Radio,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
November 1, 1994

Ms. Connelly. Hello, Mr. President.
The President. Hello.

Midterm Elections
Ms. Connelly. It is our delight and honor

to have this opportunity to interview you, sir.
And we were particularly pleased to see you
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in Philadelphia yesterday campaigning for
the Democrats. As we look at this election
year, general election day, November the
8th, certainly there’s a lot of shopping for
votes across the Nation and here in Pennsyl-
vania. What would you say to our listening
audience to encourage them to participate
on election day?

The President. I’d say first of all, you have
a lot at stake in this election. The issue is
whether we’re going to continue to go for-
ward to build the economy and to make the
Government work for ordinary citizens or
whether we’re going to go back to the ap-
proach that the Republicans gave us in the
1980’s where they cut taxes for the wealthy,
increased defense spending, and promised to
balance the budget, giving us the possibility
of either big cuts in Social Security and
Medicare or a big increase in the deficit and
the loss of jobs.

I saw an article in one of the newspapers
about a gentleman from Philadelphia who
said he didn’t know if he would vote because
he voted for me in 1992; he had a part-time
job; he wanted a full-time job, and he hadn’t
found a full-time job yet. I sympathize with
that gentleman. But what I want to say to
him and to all your listeners is that in the
4 years before I took office, Pennsylvania lost
8,300 jobs, no job gain, a loss. In the 21
months since I’ve been here, Pennsylvania’s
gained 86,000 jobs and we’re working on
building more. And we’re working on bring-
ing new investments to the inner cities,
which have been too long ignored.

I know there are a lot of people who still
feel uncertain about their own economic situ-
ation, who are worried about crime and vio-
lence and the breakdown of the commu-
nities. But we are facing these issues. We
are dealing with the problems with the crime
bill, with the family leave law, with immuniz-
ing kids and expanding Head Start and pro-
viding college loans at more affordable rates
and building the job base of the country. And
we don’t need to turn back.

So I would urge the people who are listen-
ing to me to get out there and vote, because
we need to keep going in this direction. After
all, the other approach was tried for 12 years
without very good results. We’ve just had 21
months, and the country’s in better shape

than it was when I took office. We need to
keep going. That’s my message.

Ms. Connelly. Suddenly we have seen de-
fections, if you will, where Republicans have
come over and endorsed Democrats for up-
coming general elections in New York. It was
the Mayor of New York Giuliani coming out
in support of Cuomo. And here in Pennsyl-
vania, former U.S. Senator John Heinz’s wife,
Theresa Heinz, says that she could not see
a Santorum in the U.S. Senate. Do you see
more Americans perhaps who are Repub-
licans, are on the books, jumping over to the
Democratic side on election day?

The President. Well, I hope so. You know,
I think a lot of Republican leaders out in
the country who are not part of the congres-
sional leadership, they always wanted to work
in a bipartisan fashion. And they wanted to
debate Democrats in a civilized way that
would build up our country, not tear it down.
And I think Theresa Heinz—well, I read her
speech. She’d been very upset by some of
the things that Mr. Santorum has said that
have been irresponsible, divisive, negative,
and inaccurate. And it took a lot of courage
for her to say what she did. Mayor Giuliani
in New York, just by the same token, was
trying to be supportive of his people, and
being a citizen first and a Republican second,
when he endorsed Governor Cuomo.

The same thing happened with the Mayor
of Los Angeles endorsing the Democratic
Senator; Mrs. Reagan, our former First Lady,
attacking Oliver North in Virginia. There are
a lot of good Republicans who are upset by
this extremism and negativism and sort of
power grab mentality that has taken over the
congressional Republican Party. They do not
like it, and they want to stand against it.

And the people of Philadelphia and Penn-
sylvania are going to have a chance to stand
against it by reelecting Senator Wofford and
voting in these other elections on Tuesday.
And I certainly hope they’ll do so.

Ms. Connelly. We’re talking with Presi-
dent Clinton, and we’ve only got another
minute or two with him. I understand that
your schedule is very busy, sir. In closing,
I wanted to get some facts from you, if you
would, some food for thought that you could
send out to our listening audience, why they
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should go Democrat as opposed to Repub-
lican, because there’s been a lot of legislation
blocked by Republicans.

The President. You should vote for the
Democrats instead of the Republicans be-
cause of what we have done, because of what
they stopped us from doing, and because of
what they propose to do.

What have we done? We’ve made the Gov-
ernment work for ordinary citizens. We
passed the family leave law so people can
take some time off when their babies are sick
without losing their jobs. We’re going to im-
munize all children in the country under 2
by 1996. We expanded Head Start. We ex-
panded college loans. You should vote for the
Democrats because we’ve got the economy
coming back. There’s a lower deficit, a small-
er Federal Government, and more job
growth. You should vote for the Democrats
because the world is more peaceful and pros-
perous, and that’s good for Americans. We’ve
got more trade. We’ve got a more peaceful
world from Haiti to Northern Ireland to the
Middle East. You should vote for the Demo-
crats because we’ve taken the time to develop
some special incentives to get investment
into our inner cities to create jobs there, em-
powerment zones and community develop-
ment banks and other things. You should
vote for the Democrats because of what we
tried to do with political reform, campaign
finance reform, and lobby reform. What we
tried to do to clean up toxic waste dumps
was stopped by Republican delaying tactics.
And if you reward them, they’ll just do it
again.

You should vote for the Democrats be-
cause this Republican contract is a way to
take us back to the trickle-down Reagan-
omics of the eighties: give the rich a tax cut,
spend more on defense, promise to balance
the budget. You’re either going to have them
cutting Social Security and Medicare or ex-
ploding the deficit and sending jobs overseas.
There’s no other alternative.

And we offer a path to the future. They
want to take us back. So I hope the people
in Philadelphia will vote for the future on
Tuesday.

Ms. Connelly. Mr. President, I can never
thank you enough for this opportunity and
this honor to chat with you for a few mo-

ments. And I’m sure our listeners here at
WDAS AM and FM appreciate it as well.

God bless you, sir.
The President. Thank you. Goodbye.

NOTE: The interview was recorded at 4:52 p.m.
for broadcast and release at 6 p.m. The President
spoke by telephone from the Westin Hotel in De-
troit, MI. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Rally for Democratic
Candidates in Cleveland, Ohio
November 1, 1994

The President. Thank you. I’ve had a
good time tonight, haven’t you?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Mr. Stephenson, you play

that horn a lot better than I do, but I love
listening to you. You were great, and I thank
you; You were great, and thank you, sir. And
I thank the Cleveland School of the Arts for
that wonderful rendition of ‘‘Lift Every Voice
and Sing.’’ Weren’t they magnificent? They
were great; we thank you. When I’m not as
hoarse as I am tonight, I can sing that song—
[laughter]—even the second verse.

Reverend McMickle, I’m honored to be
in your beautiful church tonight; honored to
be here with so many distinguished pastors,
upstairs and down, and so many other con-
cerned citizens. I’m glad to be here with the
mayor, who sounded a little like a preacher
tonight. [Laughter] When I heard Mike up
here talking, it reminded me of what my
grandmother said to me the first time she
heard me give a speech. When it was over,
she came up to me—my grandmother was
about 5′ 2′′, weighed about 180 pounds. She
was one tough cookie. [Laughter] You’ve all
had grandmothers like that. So I gave this
speech and I was pouring my heart out, and
she looked at me and she said, ‘‘Bill, I believe
you could have been a preacher if you’d been
a little better boy.’’ [Laughter]

You’ve made a fine mayor and a good
friend; I thank you, Mike White. Mr.
Pinkney, I thank you for your work on this
event tonight and for your service to our
community. And my good friend Lou Stokes,
what a fine man he is and what a great leader
he is. I’m not sure, I think this is my third
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visit to Congressman Stokes’ congressional
district, maybe my fourth, but however many
it is, it’s however many he told me I was
going to make. When I am summoned, I am
here. [Laughter]

I want to say a special word of thanks, too,
for the presence of some other people here:
First, your wonderful Senator and my stout
friend and a great leader for this whole coun-
try, Senator John Glenn; I appreciate his
being here today. My friend and State chair-
man, your attorney general, Lee Fisher, I
want you to reelect him on Tuesday. Lee
Fisher is a good, good attorney general.

And I want to say something about a cou-
ple of other folks who are here. Barbara
Sykes, stand up, stand up. I’m going to use
Barbara’s story as a little illustration about
the difference between us and them. Barbara
Sykes is from my home State. She’s from Ar-
kansas. And she was my political director
here in Ohio. And a lot of you know Ohio
made me the nominee of the Democratic
Party and made me the President of the
United States; I got my 276 electoral votes
from when Ohio was declared. So now she’s
running for State treasurer. And not in
Cleveland where it would hurt him but down
south, in the typical way these Republicans
are—they say one thing one place and an-
other, another, and hope they don’t get
caught—[laughter]—there’s a big newspaper
article today about how her opponent is run-
ning a picture down south, where I’m not
supposed to be popular in the State, of her
having her picture turn into me and turn
back into her.

Now, I don’t know what her relationship
with me has to do with her fitness to be State
treasurer or not, but since he raised it—
[laughter]—since he raised it, I hope all the
Ohio press gets this straight. Her opponent
says, ‘‘She was Bill Clinton’s political direc-
tor, and she’s from Arkansas,’’ like it’s some
sort of podunk place, right? What has that
got to do with being State treasurer? ‘‘I, on
the other hand,’’ he says in his ad, ‘‘I was
the chief aide to Jack Kemp at HUD’’—
[laughter]—‘‘and therefore I ought to be the
State treasurer because I’m better at count-
ing money.’’

Well, let me tell you something. I like Mr.
Kemp; as those Republicans go, he’s got

some good ideas. But he’s had some zingers,
too. Jack Kemp was one of the guys that told
President Reagan that you could increase
spending and cut taxes and balance a budget
at the same—[laughter]—right? He didn’t go
to the Cleveland public schools, or anyplace
else. He forgot about arithmetic. [Laughter]

And we went all through the 1980’s with
their money counters. We quadrupled the
debt of the Federal Government. We sent
our jobs overseas. We put our economy in
a ditch with their economic theory. That was
trickle-down economics. Now he wants to
count your money? I’d bet on her any day
of the week. [Laughter]

I’m glad to see your distinguished and very
handsome candidate for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor there. And I’m glad to see some other
people here. Congressman Sawyer is here.
He’s come all the way from Akron with some
of his folks. He is a great leader in the Con-
gress. I hope and pray he will be reelected
on Tuesday.

Congressman Fingerhut met me at the air-
port. He may not be here, but since he’s from
around here, in some of the Cleveland meet-
ings here I want to talk about him. You’ve
seen those ads they’re running against him?
Oh, it’s the awfulest thing you ever saw.
[Laughter] He’s one of—why would they be
spending so much money to beat a first-term
Democrat who is as independent as can be?
I’ll tell you why. Fingerhut’s great passion
in life is to clean up the influence of the lob-
byists in Washington. He wants to pass this
lobby reform bill and require them to report
all the money they spend. He’s got this crazy
idea that you ought to know how much the
organized interests in Washington spend to
keep from having your interests furthered
down there. So they are going bananas. And
they’re trying to beat Fingerhut, and they’re
saying all these terrible things about him. But
I want to tell you something. When you see
those ads, the reason they’re trying to beat
him is, if he comes back, he will pass the
lobby reform bill that the Republicans killed
this time because we ran out of time. That’s
what they’re trying to do.

Now, this is kind of like this treasurer’s
deal I was telling you about. A few weeks
ago when the Republicans were already
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counting all their victories on Tuesday, con-
vinced they were going to win, they beat the
lobby reform package, and they beat cam-
paign finance reform at the end of the last
congressional session. This was on a Satur-
day. On a Monday, the House Republican
leader meets with the lobbyists in Washing-
ton, and he tells them—this was reported,
big front-page story in the Washington
Post—‘‘Now, we took care of you. You better
take care of us. And you’d better not give
any money to those Democrats because
we’re keeping score.’’

The next day, it’s in the paper that he met
with a bunch of Republican political
operatives and said, ‘‘Our goal in life is to
convince people that the President is the
enemy of normal Americans. We’re going to
make it unsafe for him to go anywhere except
to talk to black voters between now and the
election.’’ That’s what he said. Let me tell
you something, folks. This whole country
would be better off if every person in public
life felt as comfortable in this church tonight
as I do.

So if you can do anything for that young
man, Eric Fingerhut, you ought to. He voted
to get this country moving in the right direc-
tion, but the real reason they’re out to get
him in your neighboring district is they don’t
want that lobby reform to pass. And he will
bust a gut to pass it if he gets reelected.

Now, Mr. Hyatt here, who’s been my
friend a long time—I’ve known him longer
than nearly anybody in this church—he
wants to be a Senator. And his opponent,
oh, he’s said all kind of terrible things about
him. But let me ask you something: If you
had a chance to vote for a guy who had built
a business giving people legal services who
had to have it and couldn’t afford to pay big
money for it; creating a lot of jobs for people;
who’d been terrifically successful and then
said, ‘‘Because I’m successful, I need to give
something back to my State and my country,
and I want to go up there and fight for ordi-
nary Americans, not for organized interests.
And I’m prepared to pay my fair share of
taxes, and I’m prepared to do my part. I want
to move this country forward,’’ and the fellow
running against him had been one of the peo-
ple who brought you the trickle-down
Reaganomics that nearly bankrupted this

country, wouldn’t you vote for Joel Hyatt?
I think you ought to, and I hope you will.

Let me remind you of something else, too.
The man that’s running against Joel Hyatt
2 years ago was running against John Glenn
when I was running for President. And I was
coming to Ohio all the time, following this
election very closely. Now, you may not agree
with every vote Senator Glenn ever cast. He
and I have a disagreement once in a while.
But one thing nobody will ever question is
that John Glenn is one of the most distin-
guished, patriotic Americans in the 20th cen-
tury. Nobody could question that. I’m going
to come back to this in a minute. But in 1992,
the same man who wants to beat Joel Hyatt
today ran against John Glenn and, because
he had a lot of money to put ads on television,
thought he could get away with actually ques-
tioning Senator Glenn’s patriotism. I have
just this to say to him: When you go fly all
those planes full of bullet holes and you get
in a spaceship and go up by yourself in space,
then you question John Glenn. Otherwise,
be quiet and do something else. Do some-
thing else.

This is an amazing year, you know; I mean,
it’s a strange year. And I was glad to hear
the pastor quoting the Scripture. There’s a
lot of things we need to think about. You
can go back in the Scripture, and you can
find times like this when things seemed
sometimes upside down. But I can tell you
this: We’re a week out from this election,
and the clouds are beginning to clear, and
people are beginning to see what this elec-
tion is all about. The election is about wheth-
er we’re going to keep going forward, or
whether we’re going to turn around and do
what got us in the trouble we got in in the
first place. That’s really what the election is
about.

You know, 21 months ago I became Presi-
dent, thanks to you. [Applause] Thank you.
And I had a program that I thought would
help take our country into the 21st century,
to rebuild the American dream by putting
the American people first. I had some very
specific commitments I made. I said, ‘‘If you
will vote for me, here’s what I want to do:
I want to make Government work for ordi-
nary Americans again, to do more with less.
I want to empower you and then challenge
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you to do what it takes to compete in this
fast-changing, global society. I want to get
this economy back on its feet again. I want
this world to be a more prosperous and a
safer place for Americans to operate in. And
we can do that if we’ll take the challenge.’’
Well, 21 months later we haven’t solved all
the problems in this country, but we’re in
a lot better shape today in America than we
were 21 months ago.

If you look at it, we’re making Government
work for just working people with families
and jobs. That’s what the family and medical
leave law was all about. It protects 2 million
people in Ohio who might need to take a
little time off from work because there’s a
baby born or a parent sick, without losing
their job. That’s what our economic plan was
all about when we lowered taxes for 500,000
working families in Ohio who are working
full-time with children in the house who
should not be in poverty. We ought not to
tax people in poverty. We ought to lift them
up if they’re working and doing their best
to raise their children.

That’s what we were doing when we
passed the Brady bill and the crime bill with
more police, more prisons, more punish-
ment, but more prevention, too, to give our
kids something to say yes to and a chance
to avoid a life of crime and trouble and mis-
ery and instead make something of them-
selves so they can lift their voices and sing.
That’s what that crime bill was all about.

And we have begun to empower people
more. We’ve started a program to help every
State set up apprenticeship programs for
people who don’t go to college but want to
be in good jobs, not dead-end jobs. We pro-
vided a dramatic increase in lower cost col-
lege loans so that everybody can afford to
borrow the money to go to college. And
they’ll have easier terms to pay it back, so
they can always afford to pay it back. It is
a big deal, and we need to celebrate it and
use it. One million students in Ohio alone
are now eligible for lower cost, better repay-
ment college loans. That is something that
can change the future of the State as well
as of the people involved. That is making the
Government work for ordinary people. That
is empowering people. That’s not giving peo-

ple anything except the tools to make some-
thing of their own lives.

And we said we’d get the economy going
again. And so I gave the Congress a long-
range economic plan: expand trade, invest
more in education and technology and de-
fense conversion, and bring the deficit down.
And when the Congress voted on our deficit
reduction program the Republicans said,
‘‘Oh, my goodness, if this plan passes, the
sky will fall. The economy will collapse. You
ought to do it the way we did. Tell everybody
what they want to hear, and let the debt go
crazy, and let the economy run off the track.
But at least you won’t make anybody mad.’’
I said, ‘‘Our job is to take responsibility. Bet-
ter to make a few people mad and straighten
things out and get us on the right road.’’ And
that’s what we did.

So what has happened since our opponents
said the sky would fall? Well, the unemploy-
ment rate in Ohio fell 11⁄2 percent. And now
4.6 million new jobs have come into our
economy. And in the last 3 months the econ-
omy expanded at a healthy rate of about 3.4
percent with no inflation—1.6 percent infla-
tion. In other words, the economy is coming
back. We were right, and they were wrong.

And who could fail to be pleased that for
the first time since we had nuclear weapons
in two countries there are no longer any Rus-
sian missiles pointed at our children tonight?
There are the elements in place of an agree-
ment that will keep North Korea from be-
coming a nuclear power. We’ve been on the
side of peace and freedom everyplace from
the Persian Gulf to the Middle East to
Northern Ireland to southern Africa to Haiti.
This world is for Americans a more pros-
perous and a safer place than it was 2 years
ago.

Do we have problems yet? You bet we do.
There are still people in Cleveland that want
a job that don’t have one. There are still peo-
ple in Cleveland that haven’t gotten a raise
in years. There are still people in Cleveland
worried about losing their health insurance
or afraid they’ll lose their job and won’t be
able to get another one. Yes, there are prob-
lems. What is the answer to the problems?
The answer is keep on doing what works.
Don’t turn around and go back and do what
didn’t work. That’s what the answer is. And
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that’s why you need to vote on election day
and make sure all your friends do.

Our Republican friends, they’re an inter-
esting lot in Congress. They want to kill
things and then blame us for not having them
pass. They tried to kill the crime bill. They
attacked the crime bill for its prevention pro-
grams, even though they had cosponsored a
bunch of them. They thought they wouldn’t
get caught. And they delayed, as I said, they
killed the lobbying bill, the campaign finance
reform bill.

They killed the Superfund legislation. A
lot of you don’t know what that is, maybe,
but that was the bill to clean up the toxic
waste dumps of the country. That’s a big
problem, you know? Everybody was for the
bill. We had the chemical companies and the
labor unions and the Sierra Club, the envi-
ronmental groups. There wasn’t anybody
against that bill except enough Republican
Senators to delay it to death. Why did they
want to delay it? Because they didn’t want
Lou Stokes to be able to come home and
be able to say, ‘‘I helped to clean up poison
waste dumps.’’ They said, leave the poison
in the ground and try to put some poison
in the political atmosphere. I say it’s time
to take the poison out of the ground and out
of the political atmosphere and start building
this country again and doing what’s right for
the people of America for a change.

Now, our Republican friends say if they
get to go to Congress, they’ve got the answer
to all of our problems, their contract with
America. I called it a contract on America,
and it upset Mr. Hoke. Come to find out,
I wasn’t sure they knew what was in it, he
and his AA. They asked me all those ques-
tions in Cleveland last week. [Laughter] I’ll
tell you what’s in it. It’s a sweet deal. They
come to you and—I come to you with chal-
lenges; I tell you there are things you’re going
to have to do. I can pass the crime bill; you’ve
got to fix crime in your neighborhood. You’ve
got to take this and use it, use the police,
use the prevention programs, use these
things, and you do it. I passed the college
loan bill; I’ll tell you, you’ve still got to go
to college. [Laughter] I can’t do it for you.

What do they say? They say, ‘‘Oh, we’re
going to give everybody a tax cut.’’ They don’t
tell you almost all of it goes to very wealthy

people. ‘‘We’ll give everybody a tax cut, and
we’re going to increase defense, and we’re
going to increase Star Wars. We’re going to
bring that back, and we’re going to balance
the budget.’’ Sounds great; how are you going
to pay for it? ‘‘We’ll tell you that after the
election.’’ [Laughter]

That was the theory, by the way, of the
fellow that wants to be the treasurer: ‘‘We’re
going to cut taxes, raise spending, and bal-
ance the budget.’’ I wouldn’t let anybody
count my money that had that idea. [Laugh-
ter] And that was their idea; so they want
to do it all over again. Now, I’m going to
tell you what’s going to happen. If you raise
this spending and you cut all these taxes and
you balance the budget, the only way to do
it is to cut Social Security and cut Medicare,
and that’s wrong. And we’re not going to let
them do that; that’s not right.

And if they don’t mean it, if they’re going
to run and hide—boy, they’re running for
cover on that now; we pointed out what the
math was—if they don’t mean it, the only
other alternative is to explode the deficit and
drive the economy in the ditch and send our
jobs overseas just like they were before. And
I say we have to tell them we have been
there, we have tried that. We don’t want to
cut Social Security and Medicare and college
loans and veterans benefits, and we do not
want to explode the deficit and put the econ-
omy in the ditch. No thank you very much.
We’ll keep going forward. We do not want
to go back.

I got to thinking about this, folks. It’s frus-
trating for them. They ran against the Gov-
ernment for years, you know; the Repub-
licans said how much they hated the Govern-
ment. Now we have reduced the size of the
Federal Government. They ran against the
deficit, even though they gave it to us. We
have reduced it. They said they were for a
strong economy. We got more jobs. They said
they were interested in foreign policy. Our
country is safer and more secure. So how are
they getting away with having a close elec-
tion? Why is Joel Hyatt in a close election?
Why isn’t Tom Sawyer and why isn’t Eric
Fingerhut and why isn’t Lee Fisher—why
aren’t they being elected overwhelmingly?
Because the American people have been told
for so long that things are so bad, and they’ve
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been told they ought to be cynical and skep-
tical and nothing good ever comes out of
Washington. Can anything good come out of
Washington? That’s in the Bible somewhere,
too, right? [Laughter] And they remind me
now of another biblical verse because they’re
often straining at a gnat so they can swallow
a camel. [Laughter]

So what is their theory? Their theory is,
just deny that we did these things. Shoot,
if a Republican President had reduced the
deficit, reduced the size of the Federal Gov-
ernment, passed a tough crime bill, and pro-
moted economic growth, they’d be saying it’s
unpatriotic to criticize the man. [Laughter]
You know they would. I can hear it now in
all their talk shows: ‘‘How dare they criticize
our President. He reduced the deficit. He
reduced the size of the Government. He
grew the economy, and he got tough on
crime.’’ What do they do? They just deny
that it happened. And they hope that you
have been so conditioned for so long to hear
only bad things, and that you hear the way
people scream at each other in communica-
tion today, that it will just miss you.

They want to turn other voters, and they
want you to stay home. They want you not
to know what has happened. They want you
not to understand what is at stake. They want
you to let them go right back to the 1980’s
when the country was in trouble but the peo-
ple they were trying to help, the organized
and powerful interest groups, did just fine,
never mind what happened to America. They
were wrong. Let’s tell them no, we’re going
forward to tomorrow, not backward to yester-
day. Our kids depend on it, our country de-
pends on it, and we’re going to do it.

Proverbs says, ‘‘A happy heart doeth good
like medicine, but a broken spirit dryeth the
bones.’’ When you are raising children,
what’s one of the first things you try to teach
your kids when they’re old enough to under-
stand? Don’t ever make a decision when
you’re mad. ‘‘If you’re mad, count 10 before
you say something.’’ How many times have
we all been told that when we were children?

We can win on Tuesday if we know what
the record is, if we know what the alternative
is, if we know what the future holds, and
if we believe in ourselves, and if we go out
and talk to our friends and neighbors and

say, ‘‘Listen here, don’t make a decision
when you’re mad. Take a deep breath. Let’s
have a cup of coffee. Let’s go drink a Coke.
Let’s talk about our kids and our future and
what is at stake and why we cannot walk
away.’’

I just came back from the Middle East.
I was honored to represent all of you for our
country’s role in helping to make peace be-
tween Israel and Jordan. And then I got to
go to the desert of the Persian Gulf and see
our young men and women in uniform, who
stood up for freedom there and rolled back
Saddam Hussein. I have seen the faces of
Haitians saying ‘‘Thank you, America’’ when
our troops took President Aristide home and
reestablished democracy. I have received the
President of South Africa, Nelson Mandela,
thanking us for America’s role in helping
make sure his elections were fair and free.
I have been so pleased to have our country
asked to help the Catholics and the Protes-
tants in Northern Ireland, who have been
fighting for hundreds of years, finally make
peace, one with another. And here’s what I
want to tell you. The rest of the world thinks
we’re a pretty good country. And we are.

I was the first American President to go
to Syria in 20 years, in Damascus, the oldest
continuously occupied large city in the world,
rich with the texture of biblical history. And
I watched those people pouring out to their
apartment windows, standing in the street,
looking not at me but at America.

When I spoke to the Jordanian Parliament
and I said that in our country we respect all
religions—‘‘I don’t believe we’ve got a fight
in America with Moslems, with the religion
of Islam. We’re against terrorism wherever
it occurs, on our streets, or in your country.
But millions of our people answer the Mos-
lem call to prayer; we respect Islam.’’

When I woke up in Jerusalem, looking
over the Holy City at sunrise, and then I saw
the faces of the people in Israel looking to
America, our power, our strength, our exam-
ple, our ability to change, our fidelity to our
ideals, I am telling you, there are no cynics
about this country beyond our borders. And
there should be no cynics about this country
within our borders. We are going in the right
direction. We are a great country. We can
solve our problems.
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But we have to stand up to the forces that
would divide us. We have to stand up to the
forces that would take us back. And we’ve
got to stand up for ourselves. No matter what
I do, I cannot take you to the polling place
on Tuesday. You’ve got to go there your-
selves. You are the bosses in this country,
and I am your hired public servant. You are
in control. And on Tuesday, you will be in
control. And you will be in control whether
you vote or don’t. Because if you don’t vote,
that’s a decision, too.

Now, I’m telling you folks, all these people
that are trying to divide us by race, by region,
by religion—all these people that are trying
to throw a big blanket over what we’ve done
the last 21 months and hope nobody notices
it until it’s too late, all these people who are
pushing us to political extremes to grab
power—we have to stand up, and we have
to say, ‘‘We tried that, and it got us in a lot
of trouble. And we just started 21 months
ago in a new direction. And if it’s all the same
to you, we’ll keep going forward with our face
toward the Sun, with the wind at our back.
We will not turn back. No, no, we’re going
forward, every one of us, and we’re going
to do it together.’’

God bless you. We can do it. I need your
help. They need your help. Let’s do it. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:38 p.m. at the
Antioch Baptist Church. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to saxophone player Sam Stephenson; Rev.
Marvin McMickle, pastor of the Antioch Baptist
church; Peter Jones, candidate for Lieutenant
Governor; and insurance executive Arnold
Pinkney, coordinator for the school levy bond
issue. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Memorandum on Funding for
International Financial Institutions
and Organizations
November 1, 1994

Presidential Determination No. 95–2

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
523 of the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, 1995 (Public Law 103–
306)

Pursuant to section 523 of the Foreign Op-
erations, Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 1995 (Act) (Public
Law 103–306), I hereby certify that with-
holding funds from international financial in-
stitutions and other international organiza-
tions and programs, pursuant to the limita-
tion contained therein prohibiting the obliga-
tion of funds appropriated or otherwise made
available pursuant to this Act to finance indi-
rectly any assistance or reparations to certain
specified countries, is contrary to the national
interest.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on a Military
Drawdown for Israel
November 1, 1994

Presidential Determination No. 95–3

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Military Drawdown for Israel
Pursuant to Section 599B of the Foreign

Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 1991 (Public
Law 101–513), as amended by Public Law
102–145, by Public Law 102–391, by Public
Law 103–87, and most recently by Section
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542 of the Foreign Operations, Export Fi-
nancing, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 1995, Public Law 103–306 (the
‘‘Act’’), I hereby:

(1) Direct the additional drawdown for
Israel of an estimated $75 million in defense
articles from the stocks of the Department
of Defense and defense services of the De-
partment of Defense, as appropriate;

(2) Delegate to the Secretary of Defense
the notification and reporting functions con-
tained in subsections 599B (c) and (d) of the
Act.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this memorandum in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: The President signed this memorandum
on November 1, and it was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 2.

Interview with Ed Gordon of Black
Entertainment Television and a
Question-and-Answer Session
November 2, 1994

Mr. Gordon. Hello everyone, I’m Ed Gor-
don. Welcome to the Roosevelt Room in the
White House. Today, a group of African-
Americans from across the country will meet
face-to-face with President Bill Clinton. They
will be discussing the President’s domestic
policy agenda as it concerns the black com-
munity.

Mr. President, thanks for coming in. First,
I get my crack at you, before we turn it over
to these folks. Let me ask you, with less than
now a week away from the elections, you’ve
been on the stump for the last week and a
half and will leave us today and continue—
and I suspect right down to the last days.

One of the things that we are hearing, as
I travel across the country and we get calls
into Black Entertainment Television, is a
concern of African-Americans that perhaps,
particularly with what’s on the line, Demo-
crats haven’t been reaching out to blacks as
they hoped. What would your thought be on
that?

The President. Well, I can’t speak about
what the local candidates are doing, because

it may differ from State to State. But I can
say for sure that nationally we have continued
to do that. The Democratic Party has had
a massive outreach program. Reverend Jack-
son is traveling all around the country now,
going to rallies every day, in a way that we
have coordinated between my schedule, the
Vice President, and his. We’re all trying to
hit the right places.

And we’ve got a real story to tell about
what we’ve done here in the last 2 years, and
about what’s at stake in this election. And
the Republican candidates are far—on bal-
ance, tend to be far more extreme right-
wingers than they have been in the past, tend
to be people who say that anything the Gov-
ernment does is evil and bad. And there’s
a lot on the line in this election.

We have made—this country is in better
shape than it was 21 months ago. It’s eco-
nomically in better shape. We are moving
here to try to address some of the concerns
that working families have that especially im-
pact the African-American community in
America. So, I’m hoping that in the last 7
days we will really get a lot of energy out
there and the voter turnout will go up, be-
cause I think this election—so many of these
elections are so close, they are going to be
determined by which side turns out. That’s
really what’s going to turn it, who shows up
to vote.

In 1992 we had an astronomical turnout.
Every time I would go to a State, I look at
the voting records from ’92 and I see that
there are whole States or congressional dis-
tricts where President Bush, for example, in
winning the election in 1988, with 54 percent
of the vote, got exactly the same vote in 1992
in that congressional district, didn’t lose any
votes. But there were so many more votes—
for me, for Mr. Perot—the American people
got involved.

And then for 2 years, you know, they get
told every night on the sort of mainstream
media, and then by a lot of the kind of attack
radio folk, how bad things are up here, and
people get their enthusiasm dampened. But
there’s a lot going on here; there’s a lot going
on that relates to people out in the heartland.
And that’s got to be our message this last
week.
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Mr. Gordon. Let’s see if I can pick up
on something that you suggested. Even Rev-
erend Jackson has said, though, that he
doesn’t feel that he’s being utilized to his full
potential in terms of getting upwards to, I
think it is now, 8 million unregistered black
voters. And the fact is, in ’92 you did get
a whole lot of votes, particularly from the
African-American community. And there is
a question as to whether or not this coun-
try—certainly, as you suggested, the Repub-
lican Party, and even now a thought of the
Democratic Party—and I know you’ve been
fighting this for a long time—moving to the
right. And blacks are the only group that are
staying to the left and staying, if we can put
the tag on it, liberal.

The President. I basically don’t agree,
though, with that formulation of it. First of
all, let me say that in this year, most of the
money we raised, we gave to the candidates
for the first time. Next year, I think we’ll
have to go back and do a lot more voter reg-
istration. Mayor Archer, in Detroit—I was
with him yesterday. They have registered
50,000 more people in Detroit. They have
sent out 50,000 absentee ballots; they’ve al-
ready gotten 30,000 back. So, a lot of our
leaders at the grassroots level, the mayors es-
pecially, are working hard on this. Next year,
I think we’ll have to do more.

But what I think we’ve got to do is, the
Democrats need to stay with our base voters.
They need to stay with African-Americans;
they need to stay with Hispanics; they need
to stay with the blue-collar white voters; they
need to stay with the small business people—
the kind of people that have always been for
us. And we need to do it.

And we can still appeal to the undecided
voters, to the people who voted for Perot,
because there is a way to invest more in our
children, in our economy, in our inner cities,
and still cut the size of Government, be tough
on crime, and have a strong foreign policy.
And what we’ve got to do is to get that mes-
sage out and then try to get people to have
enough faith in us to keep going in this direc-
tion until it affects their lives.

One of the reasons that the sitting Presi-
dent’s party almost always loses seats in Con-
gress at midterm—if you look in the whole
20th century, there has only been one elec-

tion, Franklin Roosevelt in 1934, when the
sitting President’s party did not lose seats in
at least one house of Congress—only one.
Why? Because people are full of hope at the
election and then at midterm, even if the
President has accomplished a great deal, they
may not have felt it in their own lives.

Mr. Gordon. But you sit with the possibil-
ity of losing, at this point, both Houses. You
also—you mentioned Detroit——

The President. Let me just say this. If
we had the average losses, just since World
War II—just the average losses—we would
come close to that. So, we’re trying to beat
the average, even though the Democrats
have a lot more seats up than the Repub-
licans do in the Senate. That’s just bad luck
of the draw. Every year a third of the seats
come up, and you have no way of knowing
whether there are going to be more Demo-
cratic or more Republican.

Mr. Gordon. Even with that math—new
math, if you will—you’re still going to face
an uphill battle. You mentioned Detroit and
the gains that you have and Dennis Archer
bringing in new voters. But you face a big
hill in Michigan. It looks like you’re not going
to regain—if polls are to believe—the Gov-
ernor’s seat, and there are close races all
around. When you look at that and you un-
derstand that there is not really the zeal that
you’ve seen from the African-American com-
munity before, what do you put that to? What
do you account that to?

The President. Well, first of all, if you
look at Michigan, the Governor is running
for his second term in a good economy. So,
most Governors running for their second
term in a good economy get reelected. I
think if you look at it, there has been for
the last 2 years an overwhelming——

Mr. Gordon. A good economy across the
State—let me interrupt you——

The President. Across the Nation—it’s
across the Nation, but it’s also in the State.

Mr. Gordon. In the State. But Detroit is
still suffering though——

The President. Absolutely.
Mr. Gordon. Though the car companies

have made a comeback, Detroit is still suffer-
ing.

The President. It is. But as Mayor Archer
always tells people, we need to keep doing
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what’s working. We’ve got 88,000 more jobs
in Michigan than we had when I took office,
and in the previous 4 years Michigan lost
8,300. So that’s the message I’ve been trying
to hammer home in Michigan and the mes-
sage that I hope will carry Bob Carr to the
Senate seat there. And it really is a function
of how many people vote in Detroit.

But if you look at it, I mean, African-Amer-
icans watch the same news at night that ordi-
nary Americans do. If there is an overwhelm-
ing bias in what they see—based on conflict,
failure, process, politics, and negativism, as
opposed to just giving people the facts about
what’s going on—then you can’t expect peo-
ple to vote on what they don’t know.

The truth is, as Time magazine said last
week—they put a chart up, and they said,
since World War II there have only been
three times, three 2-year periods, when the
Congress has given the President more than
80 percent of what the President asked for:
President Eisenhower’s first 2 years, Presi-
dent Johnson’s first 2 years, and this last 2
years. In other words, no other President
since World War II, except Eisenhower and
Johnson, has had more than 80 percent of
the initiative approved 2 years in a row by
Congress.

The voters don’t know that because that’s
not the message they get. A lot of people
don’t know about the family and medical
leave law, about tax cuts for 15 million work-
ing Americans on low incomes with children,
about immunizing all the kids in this country
under the age of 2 by 1996, about the expan-
sion in the Head Start program, about the
empowerment zones for inner cities, about
a lot of this stuff. So, what I’ve got to do
in the last week here is get out and talk about
what’s been done and try to rev people up.

Mr. Gordon. I want to do that. But one
of the reasons that they perhaps don’t
know—and I agree, and even your critics are
suggesting that maybe you have not been
given the praise you deserve for some things
that you’ve brought to the table. But many
of those bills and acts don’t come in imme-
diately, and it takes time to disseminate that
money. And some of them are going to be
disseminated by a totally different House and
Senate, at this point, which could indeed de-
termine where those monies go.

The President. But you know—all right—
let’s talk about that. The President is not the
only person in this world who has responsibil-
ities.

Mr. Gordon. Oh, absolutely.
The President. Ultimate responsibility in

the United States resides with the citizens.
And you know, you’ve got all these extreme
Republicans out there, promising the Moon,
telling everybody they’re going to take them
back to the eighties, of trickle-down Reagan-
omics and promising tax cuts and spending
increases and balanced budgets, all this ridic-
ulous stuff. At some point, the American peo-
ple have to assume the responsibility of the
future of their country. They are ultimately
responsible for how they vote and whether
they vote. And you know, if they’re not get-
ting the straight shot from the media, they
have to figure out how else to get their infor-
mation. And I have to do that.

The media comes and goes in trends. They
tend to be more negative when Congress is
in session and less negative when they’re not,
even when they’re not trying to be, just be-
cause it’s more interesting to cover the fights,
the conflicts, the processes than some suc-
cess.

So somebody needs to say to the voters
in this next week—that’s what I’m trying to
do—look, you are the bosses, and you decide,
and the outcome is yours.

[At this point, BET took a commercial break.]

Mr. Gordon. Continuing our discussion
with President Bill Clinton about issues that
concern and are germane to the African-
American community, one of the things that
you said before we went to break was the
idea that the public needs to know who to
vote for and what’s going to be done for
them. One of the things that we continue
to read, and as I travel the country I talk
to people from Los Angeles to New York,
that it really doesn’t matter if a Democrat
is in the White House or a Republican is
in the White House nowadays, particularly
for African-Americans, because—and I know
you bristle at this—but some have joked
you’ve been the best Republican President
for the last 20 years.

The President. Well, they’re wrong.
They’re wrong. It matters that we’ve got
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more than twice as many African-Americans
in the Cabinet and in high Government posi-
tions than any President in history. It matters
that, in 2 years, I appointed more than twice
as many African-Americans to the Federal
bench, who will be making decisions in court
case after court case after court case, for dec-
ades. I appointed more than twice as many
African-Americans to the bench than Presi-
dents Reagan, Carter, and Bush combined.
That makes a difference.

It matters whether we enforce the Voting
Rights Act. It matters whether we enforce
the antidiscrimination provisions. It matters
whether we pass family and medical leave
for working people so they can have some
time off without getting fired when their ba-
bies are born or their parents are dead, or
sick. And the past President vetoed it twice.
I got it through the Congress, and I signed
it. These things matter.

It matters whether you’ve got 4.6 million
new jobs or you’re losing jobs. It matters that
in 1994 we’ve got more high-wage jobs com-
ing into this economy than in the previous
5 years combined. And that’s what I’m telling
you.

The citizens of this country get sucker-
punched over and over and over again by
people who make money peddling cynicism.
And if they fall for it, they cannot blame the
President or the Congress. The people are
the bosses in this country, and it’s time they
stopped blaming everybody else for what
they don’t know and going out there and
finding out what are the facts, what are the
differences, and voting on it. They cannot
blame other people when they make state-
ments like that which are foolish.

Now, I think the Republicans ought to
think I’m a good Republican President.
Why? Because we’re taking the Federal Gov-
ernment to its smallest size since Kennedy;
we’re reducing the deficit for 3 years in a
row for the first time since Truman; we
passed a tough crime bill that was also smart;
and we’ve got a strong economy and a strong
foreign policy. If I were a Republican, they
would be building a statue to me and urging
everybody to vote for my Members of Con-
gress, instead of what they’re doing. But be-
cause we live in an age where if you can buy
your way onto the airwaves, you can say any-

thing, you don’t have to be held accountable,
they are making a race out of this.

Mr. Gordon. Let me try this. Because
every time——

The President. But for you to say it
doesn’t make any difference is just wrong.

Mr. Gordon. I didn’t say this, and every
time I say that and put it on the table, I won-
der if I’m going to get my invitation to the
Christmas party. [Laughter]

The President. No, but I gave you the
facts.

Mr. Gordon. Let me try this. When you
see this zeal, that obviously this upsets
you——

The President. Well, it’s just false.
Mr. Gordon. ——a lot of African-Ameri-

cans are looking at what is coming up with
the Supreme Court. We’re looking at race-
based solution cases that they’re finding with
the construction companies. We saw the Uni-
versity of Maryland was struck down for
black scholarships recently with the Federal
Appeals Court and whether or not that’s
going to send a signal across the Nation.

The President. We stood up for minority-
based scholarships.

Mr. Gordon. But people want——
The President. It matters who’s the Presi-

dent. Some do, some don’t.
Mr. Gordon. Well, let’s look at that. Did

you stand up—the question would be, did
you stand up loud enough?

The President. Well, all I know is, no
President in history—ever—has had any-
thing that approaches the record I do on em-
powering African-Americans and involving
them in doing things.

Mr. Gordon. Are you concerned with
what you see, when you see these things fall-
ing by the wayside?

The President. Sure. But let me ask you
something. Let’s look at this, and let’s go
back to whether it makes a difference or not.
People have got to make up their mind—
another thing they have to make up their
mind about is how much difference in what
timeframe can any person make in the White
House.

The social problems that are afflicting a
lot of our communities—the breakdown of
the families, the communities, the loss of
jobs, the rise of crime and violence—this
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stuff has been developing for 30 years. The
Republicans have been in office 20 of the
last 26 years, and for the last 12 years. I have
been here 21 months. We are moving in the
right direction. That’s my argument. And I
think it’s a pretty compelling argument.

Mr. Gordon. You knew coming in,
though, that you were going to have to run
a quick race and people weren’t going to sit
and give you the time that perhaps you need-
ed.

The President. No, I knew coming in that
people who fight for change in this country
always wind up getting in trouble, because
the people who are against you fight you like
crazy and the people that are for you are al-
ways tentative until they feel the results. So
when you’re trying to fight for change, you’ve
got to be willing to be unpopular to be re-
sponsible.

Mr. Gordon. Should African-Americans
be concerned with what they see? If you look
at headlines, you look at the book ‘‘The Bell
Curve’’ and what’s being said, I mean, you
look at—the USA Today today suggested that
there are all of these undertones of racial
code words being used with the elections.
It seems to me that just as a moral leadership
issue, should you step up and suggest to this
country, we’ve got to start dealing with race
and get it out on the table? We don’t like
to talk about it.

The President. Well, I think we should.
I think that I should all the time. Last night
I was in Cleveland, and I was standing in
an African-American church, Antioch Baptist
Church, and I talked about what the Repub-
lican House leader, Mr. Gingrich, said. He
said they wanted to make me look like the
enemy of normal Americans, and the only
safe place I could speak was to a black audi-
ence in America. And I said that this country
would be a lot better off if every public offi-
cial felt as comfortable in that church as I
did.

Every time I give a speech, I talk about
the strength of our diversity, that one of the
best things about what we did in Haiti was
that America is the only country that could
have gone to Haiti and produced a couple
of hundred Haitian-American soliders that
could be down there speaking Creole to the

people of Haiti as we prepared the way for
President Aristide to come back.

I think a lot of people, a lot of white voters,
have been alienated by the problems in their
own life and the inability of the Government
to make a difference in their own life. And
so, extreme rightwing forces are telling them
it’s all because the Government tried too
hard to help the minorities. They’re wrong;
the minorities are not helped very much ei-
ther.

And what I’ve got to tell the majority pop-
ulation in this country is that our diversity
is a source of strength. We’re either going
forward together or we’re going to fall behind
together. And this whole business that we
should be divided by race is crazy. It helps
the Republicans in election years, but it’s a
lousy way to run the country.

Q. Address the criticism for me, as you
move toward election time—because it
doesn’t just speak to you as a person, it speaks
to politicians in general—that the fact that
you feel comfortable in a black church is all
well and good, yet some of the rhetoric that
you may give speaks to some of the same
code words that they’re concerned about: re-
form welfare as we know it. Many people
suggest that the crime bill was all well and
good, but it wasn’t remedy-based.

The President. I believe, first of all—let
me answer both those things.

Mr. Gordon. Please do.
The President. First of all, I believe al-

most 90 percent of the people in the African-
American community are dissatisfied with
the welfare system. I believe nearly every
welfare recipient, white or black—and
there’s still more white people on welfare
than black people in America—is dissatisfied.

Mr. Gordon. In sheer numbers.
The President. Yes. I think they’re dissat-

isfied with the welfare system. My proposal
to change welfare as we know it is not puni-
tive, it’s positive. It gives people a chance
to move to independence, and it removes all
the disincentives to move to independence.

Mr. Gordon. But you understand what
I’m saying by the code word——

The President. It may be——
Mr. Gordon. ——that there’s a black face

on welfare in this country.
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The President. But to me the issue is,
there ought to be—I think opportunity ought
to have a black face, a brown face, a yellow
face, as well as a white face. That’s the way
I look at this welfare issue.

On the crime bill, if you’ll remember—
all the big battles on the crime bill were on
the prevention programs, on the positive pro-
grams, where the Democrats stuck up for
them and the Republicans attacked them vi-
ciously and for pure political benefit. Some
of those prevention programs had been spon-
sored and put into the bill by Republican
Members of Congress. And then as soon as
we got close to the election, they turned like
a dog in the night on that bill and started
talking about how it was just a pork bill and
just a giveaway and how midnight basketball
was terrible. They did that. It was the Demo-
crats that stood for the prevention programs,
for giving our kids something to say yes to,
for some remedy-based solutions, to use your
phrase, in that crime bill—again showing that
it makes a big difference who is in and who
is not. That crime bill gives communities the
tools to make a difference in young people’s
lives, if they will use it.

[At this point, BET took a commercial break.]

Mr. Gordon. Welcome back. We’re at the
White House, speaking face to face with
President Bill Clinton. We are now being
joined by a group of African-Americans from
across the country who are chomping at the
bit to ask the President some questions. They
all have concerns, and they’d like to address
the President. I will remind them on the air
that we want to make this very quick in terms
of the conciseness of your questions so we
can get as many questions in as possible. And
I will defer to age, wisdom, and the old adage
of ‘‘ladies first,’’ and go to Anna Hughes, who
is a senior citizen from Miami, Florida, and
a great-grandmother, and you’re up.

Q. Correct.
The President. Good for you.
Q. Mr. President, my biggest concern, of

course, you know, would be senior citizens.
And I do work with senior citizens every day,
and they are—I don’t know, because I
haven’t read it, but they have kept telling me
that Social Security is not getting a raise this
year, and that they’re afraid it’s going to be

cut. And I want to know—like I say, I haven’t
read it, so I want to know what can you tell
me about that?

The President. Social Security is not
going to be cut, and the cost-of-living in-
crease will go through. The problem is that
the Republicans say if they get control of
Congress, they’re going to give a big tax in-
crease to wealthy people, small tax increase
to other working people, increase defense
spending, and balance the budget. The only
way they can do that is to cut everything else
20 percent across the board, including Social
Security. It would be a disaster—the $2,000
cut in Social Security, $1,800 cut in Medi-
care, on average, for every citizen in America.
If they say they won’t do that, then what
they’re telling us is they’re going to do right
what they did in the 1980’s—they’re going
to explode the deficit, send our jobs overseas,
and put our economy in the ditch.

So what we’ve been pointing out is, you
can’t go to the voters and make all these wild
promises, just promise people anything,
promise we’re going to cut taxes, increase
spending, and balance the budget. The only
way to do that is to cut Social Security. So
what I’ve been saying is that it’s—a good rea-
son to vote for the Democrats in this election
is that we know that we have to keep Social
Security sound, we have to keep it healthy,
but the truth is that Social Security costs, as
a percentage of our national income, are the
same today as they were 20 years ago. Our
problem with the Federal deficit is the ex-
ploding cost of health care, not Social Secu-
rity. And it’s a mistake to take it out of Social
Security and scare a lot of the elderly people
in the country, just to make promises to other
voters.

Q. Thank you.
Mr. Gordon. All right, let’s go to Bill

Middlebrooks, who is a business executive
from Detroit, where you just left last night.

William?
Q. Good morning, Mr. President.
The President. Good morning.
Q. You began the broadcast by saying that

we’re better off today than we were 21
months ago when you came into office. Can
you help explain to me how, in 1994, Roy
Roberts, who is vice president, general man-
ager for the General Motors Corporation and
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the highest ranking African-American execu-
tive, was denied membership in an exclusive
country club in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan,
that purportedly receives tax exempt status
because it is a not-for-profit organization, and
the income generated from the club is for
the benefit and pleasure of its members?

The President. I don’t approve of that.
If they discriminated against him based on
his race, I don’t approve of it, and I don’t
think they ought to get tax exemptions. I
guess they’ve probably got no—they must
have gotten some local tax exemptions. I
don’t imagine they get Federal tax exemp-
tions. If they do, we could certainly look into
it. It doesn’t sound right to me.

Mr. Gordon. Let me piggy-back off that.
That’s one case across the country. We know
that there are more and more cases that are
coming to light in terms of discrimination
and the problem with race in this country.
What can you do from the Federal level,
from your bully pulpit to help eradicate the
problems that many Africans are starting to
see more overtly today?

The President. Well, first of all, I think
we have to talk about them more. We cannot
let it become fashionable to discriminate.
What I’d like to say—and I think one of the
things that African-American business and
professional people I think ought to do, is
to challenge other Americans, to tell them
to their face what’s on their mind, to engage
people.

You know, I think you’ve got a lot of peo-
ple—a lot of white people still have no black
friends. It’s a great loss in this country, I
mean, we live—Los Angeles County has peo-
ple from 150-plus different racial and ethnic
groups—it is a travesty. When people dis-
criminate against other people based on the
color of their skin or their religion, it’s basi-
cally because they’re ignorant, afraid and
under a misapprehension of the facts. If
whites and blacks talked together more often,
spent more time together, they would be sur-
prised to find out how much they have in
common.

And I think that the President has a re-
sponsibility to constantly speak out against
this, and I try to do it; perhaps I should do
it more. But I also think that people should
be confronted when they have these atti-

tudes. There’s no place—the kind of thing
that you just told me about—it’s 1994; there’s
no excuse for that in this country.

Mr. Gordon. Let me go to Eric Moore,
who is from Los Angeles, a police officer.
Can we get you today to pledge that you will
speak out publicly more against the racial
problems that are happening in this country?

The President. Oh, absolutely. You know,
keep in mind—if you look at what Henry
Cisneros did in Vidor, Texas, with that hous-
ing project, what we did in the Denny’s case
where the people were discriminated against
there, the law enforcement officials at
Denny’s, we have taken a strong stand. But
I think a lot of it is, people need to say this.
And when I see these polls, like you men-
tioned this poll today where 51 percent of
white citizens in America allegedly say
there’s too much effort to give special consid-
eration to black Americans—I would chal-
lenge every single one of those people to seek
out a hard-working African-American and
have a personal conversation with them
about it. I think there is still too little honest
dialog in this country.

Q. Mr. President, you spoke about fear.
You spoke about how fear breeds prejudice.
In our communities, the established people,
the older people are afraid of our youth. And
the reason they are afraid of our youth is
because our youth is afraid. Our youth has
no direction. Mr. President, I deal with kids
every day that are in trouble, and I speak
to them, I get out, I preach. And the biggest
question is, ‘‘If I don’t sell dope, what am
I going to do?’’ Mr. President, what is your
answer to that question? What should I tell
these children every day that I deal with con-
sistently? What are their alternatives? Where
do they fit in America?

The President. First, I think that you have
to tell them the truth, which is that if you
don’t sell dope, you won’t make as much
money in the short run. But if you’ll stay in
school, obey the law, get an education, the
chances are better than 9 in 10 that you’ll
get a decent job and you’ll have a chance
to have a good life.

I think what happens is, so many of these
kids are living in neighborhoods where they
don’t see people like them who have regular
jobs, who put in 40-hour weeks, who raise
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children, who take care of them, that they
cannot imagine that if they paid the price
of time, if they stayed in school 12 years—
and then they went to college for 4 years,
that they would be rewarded. But I think
you’ve also got to tell them the truth. If
you’re 16 years old, you can make a lot more
money selling dope than you can in school,
but you’re going to wind up dead earlier;
you’re going to have a miserable life, and it’s
not going to work out.

Let me just make one other comment. You
know more about this than I do because of
the way you live your life. And I think that
one answer is for more people like you to
be out there. See, I’ve been telling everybody
that this 100,000 police in the crime bill, the
20 percent increase in police on the street,
the main benefit of this will be in preventing
crime in the first place. Because if we put
more people like you in uniform out there
in the neighborhoods, who understand what
the roots of this problem are, they will be
better role models, and they will reduce
crime by reaching children. That’s what I be-
lieve.

But yes, you know, I can’t tell a kid—if
you’re a runner at the age of 10 you’re going
to make more money than if you’re in the
5th grade. But your life is going to be better
over the long run if you do the right thing.
And I think what I need to do is to try to
make sure—this is one of the reasons I, by
the way, trying to bring in these empower-
ment zones and community development
banks in the inner cities—is so that people
in these neighborhoods, these kids, can see
people going to work every day and can
image how their life could be different.

Mr. Gordon. Jeffrey Cannon, let me let
you piggy-back off that. You’re a community
activist from New York, and you also work
with children.

Q. I think, Mr. President, that there are
a couple of things that we are really con-
cerned about. One is the employment piece,
both in welfare reform—we’re very con-
cerned to hear these comments about ‘‘2
years and out’’ and what’s going to happen
to children if their parents are put off wel-
fare. The more conservative Congress, we’re
worried about that. And youth employ-
ment—I think the crime bill, the preventive

part of the crime bill was wonderful. I think
it failed in the area that it did not involve
opportunities for young people to find em-
ployment who desperately need it and want
to work and want to be good Americans.

Mr. Gordon. And let me just piggy-back
off of that. We talked about that before going
to break, and also the suggestion that if you
tell a kid who is on the right track, who goes
to college, spends 4 years—there are plenty
of kids who have college degrees who just
cannot find the right job or a job at all.

The President. That’s right. But there are
far fewer of them now than there were 21
months ago. There are more jobs now than
there were then. That’s an objective fact.

Let me just say this. One of the things that
I have challenged the Congress about is that
you cannot cut someone off, you can’t tell
somebody they’ve got to go to work unless
there is work for them to do. And we are
trying all kinds of experiments now. I just
approved, for example, what’s called a waiver
and for our audience, let me—a Federal
waiver means that we let you out of certain
Federal rules to see if you can find a better
way to solve a problem. I approved a waiver
for Oregon where they are able to give the
welfare checks of people who wish to go to
work—they’re saying, ‘‘I want to go to
work’’—they can give the welfare checks to
the employers as a wage supplement to en-
courage employers to expand hiring. Now,
the employers can’t lay anybody off. They
can’t put people out of work. But if they’re
willing to expand hiring, we’ll supplement
their wage.

And I think what Oregon will find, if they
can do it fairly, is that most people on welfare
want to go to work. You know that; you live
in the community. And I don’t think we can
have a welfare reform program which cut
people off of welfare unless there is a job
for them to go to if they have little children,
because you don’t want these kids suffering.

Mr. Gordon. Okay. Levy Frazier, who is
a student and hospital employee from Mem-
phis, Tennessee. And Levy, we’re going to
let you get your question out. I’ll see where
we are on time. We may have to come back
and get his answer after break, but go ahead.

Q. Mr. President, I agree with your posi-
tion on the crime bill, but it seems as though
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we’re focusing—putting the money in the
wrong place. In the black community, the
church and schools have always been the
basis for us. But I see that Federal dollars
are being cut when it comes to higher edu-
cation. What is your solution, from your posi-
tion, on getting more money to historically
black, and predominantly, colleges and uni-
versities?

The President. We are trying—what this
administration has tried to do is, while we’ve
reduced overall spending, we’ve tried to ac-
tually invest more money in education, start-
ing with expanding the Head Start program.

I was in Michigan yesterday to talk about
what we’ve done with college loans, and we
had a lot of minority students there, talking
about—because Michigan is in the forefront
of implementing our college loan reform
plan. Under our new plan, young people all
across America can borrow money to go to
college at lower cost than ever before, and
now they can pay it back as a percentage
of their income, so they need never worry
about their ability to pay it back. So if you
decide to be a police officer instead of a
stockbroker, your repayment schedule is a
function of your income and your ability to
pay. So I think you will see the problem of
minorities not going to or not staying in col-
lege—I think you’ll see that begin to turn
around.

Now, in the crime bill, one of the things
we did which I am proud of is we made
church groups and community groups eligi-
ble to get that prevention money so that they
can go out and do the right things. There’s
not a lot of Federal rules and regulations.

We also made, in our national service pro-
gram, community groups eligible to get
young people to work in national service. We
pay them, and then—we pay most of the
costs—and then we pay them a college schol-
arship; we give them whatever they’d get
doing the GI bill. So we’re trying to do some
things that specifically give more opportunity
to young people out there.

[At this point, BET took a commercial break.]

Mr. Gordon. Continuing our discussion
with President Bill Clinton here in the Roo-
sevelt Room of the White House with a
group of African-Americans from across the

country, we’ll now go to Dr. Emma Chappel,
who is founder and president of the United
Bank of Philadelphia in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania.

Q. Well, thank you. And how are you, Mr.
President? I was listening to all of the things
that you’ve talked about, and I have to com-
mend you on the tremendous job, in my
view, that you have done in the almost 2 years
you’ve been in office, and especially with re-
spect to the small businesses and to the Com-
munity Development Financial Institution
Act, of course, which directly affects United
Bank of Philadelphia.

But one of the challenges I think that is
before you is that we are very much aware
of your commitment, and particularly your
commitment to the African-American com-
munity. But what happens is that does not
marshal down, it does not filter down to
many of the bureaucrats who want to keep
business as usual.

We had a lot of difficulty with the RTC,
and there was just a study done, an in-house
study done by GSA about the inequities that
happen in the minority community. I would
like to propose the idea of an equity audit.
There is a young man by the name of Bill
Miller in Philadelphia, who is a small busi-
nessman who created the idea of the concept
of an equity audit, whereby you could evalu-
ate departments and agencies, commissions
and boards, and actually have as a part of
their fiscal documentation an audit report on
how much business has been given to the
African-American community.

And so I would hope that you would be
interested in considering that, and you must
tie in the budget department, to make sure
that they’re in sync with one another.

The President. I will look into that. You
know, in September——

Q. By the way, both Governor candidates
in Pennsylvania have already committed to
doing this. They like the idea.

The President. It’s an interesting idea. In
September I issued another Executive order
to all my agencies on these issues, because
I was afraid that a lot of these departments
were not implementing the laws that were
on the books, that have been on the books
through Republican and Democratic Presi-
dents alike. And I think you’re right. I will
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look into this, and I’ll get back to you on
it.

Q. And it takes an Executive order. Thank
you very much.

Mr. Gordon. Let’s go down the road here
from Washington down 95 to Sheila Scott,
who is a teacher with the public school sys-
tem in Richmond.

Q. Hi, Mr. President. I was fortunate
enough to be at Capitol Hill when you cam-
paigned in Richmond and we preached to
our children that you were the Education
President. And there seems to still be a lot
of concern for the young parents and some
type of programs to aid and assist them, be-
cause we have a lot of problems with the
students at risk, so to speak. And I’d like to
know some of your thoughts on the programs
that your administration will be handling for
students and parents of students at risk.

The President. First of all, I just signed
a few weeks ago, a couple of weeks ago, the
elementary and secondary education act,
which changed rather dramatically the way
we give Federal money to school districts.
And there are a lot of things that it did, but
it did three things that may relate to your
concerns.

First, the bill now says that in seeking to
serve educationally disadvantaged kids, that
the teachers and the principals at the local
school can decide how best to serve them.
They don’t have to be served by Federal rules
and regulations. They don’t have to be sepa-
rated out in a class. You can decide what the
best way is to do it.

Secondly, there is a special emphasis in
this bill on the whole idea of the involvement
of parents in education and what has to be
done to help the parents do a better job with
the students, which I think is important.

The third thing it does is to encourage
local schools—not the Federal Government,
local schools—to decide what basic values of
citizenship they want to teach the children,
to articulate them, to write them down, and
then to teach them, instead of feeling that
they can’t do that, that they can’t build char-
acter in their students.

But I’d be curious to know—and maybe
we don’t have time on this program—but I’d
be curious to know what things you think we
could do to help the parents do a better job

who would like to do a better job and aren’t
sure that they, themselves, know enough to
do what they ought to be doing.

Mr. Gordon. If I can step in, perhaps we
can get someone in your education office that
Sheila can speak with, and we’ll do that be-
fore you leave.

The President. I think that’s a good idea.
Mr. Gordon. Is that good?
Let me go to Pastor Eugene Ward now,

who is the minister of Greater Love Mission-
ary Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio.

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. I want-
ed to let you know that we know of your
concern in our community, and we know that
you’ve been doing your best to address those
issues. When we see our young African-
American males being taken to jail, often-
times it makes it more difficult for us to even
try to dissect the problem. We know that they
don’t own the planes and the boats that bring
the drugs into our country, but they end up
getting it. And with Lee Brown in the driver’s
seat now and being the czar against drugs
in America, what is being done to get those
individuals who live in the suburbs who bring
drugs into our country, that can help us to
stop our young African-American males from
going to jail?

The President. We just had a very large
sting operation in the last couple of weeks
that our Federal authorities pulled off and
that I’m very proud of. We are working hard
now to try to stop these drugs at the source.
Lee Brown is spending a lot of his time going
to countries where these drugs—where they
start, where they start growing the coca,
where they start raising the opium that be-
comes heroin. And we believe that we have
to place a much greater emphasis on trying
to get the drugs at the source, get the people
that are bringing them into the country. And
we spent a lot of time with Louis Freeh, our
FBI Director, working on international co-
operation against organized crime, working
on money-laundering, working on tracing
this money.

The way to get these big guys is to follow
the money, because you never see the drugs
until you see them on the street. I mean,
once in a while, you’ll see we’ll break in a
warehouse or something but—and we work
on that, we do that. And it’s good when we
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can do it, but we’re really working hard now
on international cooperation, going to the
source and tracing the money. And I think
that you will be able to demonstrate to the
people in your community, after we’ve had
time to really pursue this strategy, that we
have been at least as tough on those folks
as we have on the folks in the street.

Q. [Inaudible]—share with that. The other
thing is that those people——

Mr. Gordon. Very quickly, Pastor.
Q. ——yes—usually have the money to

buy the kind of lawyers that they need to
get off. And something needs to be done to
stop that as well, because the individuals who
end up getting arrested, they get court-ap-
pointed lawyers.

Mr. Gordon. Let’s go to Christopher
Coleman now, who is a law student at How-
ard University and from Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia.

The President. Good for you.
Q. Once again, nice to talk to you, nice

to see you again, Mr. President. I was your
college campaign manager here in DC in
1992. And I’m concerned——

Mr. Gordon. We know what kind of ques-
tion is coming. [Laughter]

Q. I’m concerned about the mood of this
country right now with the election. I know
this is going to be a great segué to the end
of the show, but I’m really concerned about
how do we keep the people who are in col-
lege, the young folks who do vote, still in
the Democratic Party? Because a lot of peo-
ple are leaving, and they are listening to the
Republican message, and they’re leaving the
Democratic Party. And I want to know what
can I do, alongside with you, to help keep
people in the Democratic Party and get oth-
ers involved, who are not involved in politics,
involved in politics, because that’s where they
can make a stark difference.

The President. I think you have to say,
first of all, that the Republicans, give them
their due, they are great talkers and they’re
great at playing on people’s fears and reserva-
tions and anxieties and cynicism. They’re
good at it. It’s how they stayed in all these
years they held the Presidency, by convincing
people that Democrats were alien to their
values and their interests. But we’re doers.
We’ve begun to make the Government work

for ordinary people. We’ve begun to do
something to empower people through edu-
cation. We’ve begun to make the economy
work again with more jobs, and we’ve begun
to make the world a safer place and a more
prosperous place for Americans to work in.
And we’re trying to do it in ways that keep
all the American people together across ra-
cial and regional and income, religious lines,
that we basically are working to get the 21st
century to be an American century, that all
young people will have the best years this
country ever had. They are working to prey
on people’s fears and anxieties and to tell
them that everything their Government does
is bad and wrong. And that’s just not true.
I think that’s what you have to say.

If you really think about—well, let me
close with this: You look at what the United
States has done in Haiti, how we helped
South Africa conduct an election, how we
stood up to Saddam Hussein recently in the
Persian Gulf, how we’ve helped to get peace
in the Middle East. Other people in the
world look to us for support, from Northern
Ireland to southern Africa, because they
think this is a great country.

There is no room for the sort of cynicism
that we sometimes feel about our own coun-
try. We’ve got a lot of serious problems; we
just need to get about the business of solving
them and doing it together. And we can best
do that within a party that is committed to
opportunity for everybody and challenging
everybody to be responsible instead of just
telling them what they want to hear. That’s
the way to get to the future.

Mr. Gordon. Let me see if I can do this
as we close, because the words that became
so famous during your run were ‘‘It’s the
economy, stupid.’’ Let me see if I can move
back—and I saw Mr. Panetta at the door,
so I don’t know if I’m in trouble at this point
or not, but let me go on and move to it.

I’ve got a study here, or a poll that the
University of Chicago took most recently.
And it says here, 75 percent of the blacks
that they polled feel that the American legal
system, economic system, and American soci-
ety in general has not been and is not fair
to them, which may indeed speak to the
problems that Republicans and Democrats
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are getting, or having to get African Ameri-
cans to the polls.

Most of it is an economic question for ev-
eryone in this country, outside of the racial
problems that minorities have. What do you
say—we talked about midnight basketball,
we talked about some other preventative
measures that you’d put in. But there are
a lot of people out there who say, ‘‘I just
cannot make it on what I’m being paid.’’

The President. That’s something we
haven’t talked about yet, but I’m convinced
that one of the reasons that people are not
feeling really optimistic, even though the
economy—the statistics show the economy
is booming, is that a lot of people personally
haven’t felt it. That is, they may have a job,
but they think they’re never going to get a
raise, they could lose their job; they’re afraid
they’re losing their health care; they feel per-
sonally insecure because there are so many
changes going on in this country. One of the
things that’s going to take us a few years to
work through is how to make sure that you
get investment to areas where there isn’t any
investment, mostly inner cities and rural
areas, and how do you give people a sense
of security—even if they don’t get to keep
the same job they got, they’ll get another one.

Mr. Gordon. How do you convince me
that I get it when I’m still waiting on 40 acres
and a mule? Even if the panacea comes
through for you.

The President. That is a worldwide phe-
nomenon. The global economy is changing
so fast that people are going to have to rede-
fine their security. That’s why all these young
people that are getting a good education,
they’ll always have a job, but that may be
a different job than the one they used to
have.

My big task is, first of all, to get as many
jobs as I can back in the country; secondly,
to get more good-paying jobs, not low-paying
jobs; and thirdly, then, to get that investment
into the inner cities and the isolated rural
areas where the spirit of enterprise has not
gone. And that’s why you’ve got a lot of the
problems that this police officer faces, that
there aren’t people working, bringing home
a paycheck, and helping to build the kind
of future that they need.

But I’ve been working at it for 21 months;
we’re better off than we were 21 months ago.
I just haven’t solved all of the problems yet.
[Laughter]

Mr. Gordon. They’re telling me from the
booth—and I don’t know how I’m going to
do this—they want to know if any of you have
another question. I know one of you do, so
let me see if I can do this.

Why don’t you very, very quickly—go
ahead. You had your hand up first.

Q. Thank you. Mr. President, I am really
concerned about this issue of employment
and young people. And I know that you put
in a stimulus package and it was defeated
when you first came into office, and I just
wonder if you’re thinking about another stim-
ulus package for this country in terms of eco-
nomics.

The President. What I think we need to
do is to focus more on—what I hope we can
do in the welfare reform bill is to focus more
on how we can get jobs to young people.
What I hope we can do more with the em-
powerment zone legislation—we just talked
about that.

We’re going to have to think about what
are we going to do in 1995 to get more pri-
vate sector jobs into places where they don’t
exist now. What difference does it make to
you that the unemployment rate is 2.8 per-
cent in Nebraska? It’s important to me; I’m
the President of all the American people; I’m
proud we’ve got it down so low in Nebraska.
But if it’s 15 percent in your neighborhood,
and if it’s 50 percent among young people
who aren’t in school and do want to be at
work, then those numbers mean nothing to
you. So this country has never solved that
problem, but we are trying some new and
different approaches. And I’m convinced
now that a lot of people in both parties and
across racial lines understand that we’ve got
to put work back into our young people’s
lives.

Mr. Gordon. How willing are you to go
toe-to-toe with Bob Dole and the other Re-
publicans who inevitably are going to fight
some of those programs you’re putting forth?

The President. Well, all I’ve been doing
for 2 years is going toe-to-toe with them.
[Laughter] The real question ought to be
asked of them. They ought to be asked,
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‘‘Aren’t you willing to stop going toe-to-toe
and start working in partnership with the
President, and stop worrying about short-
term political gains and start worrying about
America?’’

Mr. Gordon. Are you concerned that it’s
going to continue the partisan fighting that
we’ve seen over the course of the years?

The President. The Republicans in this
Congress were the most partisan by a non-
partisan analysis—they were more partisan
this year and last year than ever before since
people have been studying this, since World
War II. I hope that they’ll be better next
time.

Q. Mr. President, you’ve got a lot of suc-
cesses. What can you do to get your message
out even more?

Mr. Gordon. With about 40 seconds to
go, let’s let him answer that.

The President. Well, one reason I do pro-
grams like this is to get the information out.
Most Americans do not know, unless they’ve
been personally affected by the college loan
program, the family leave program, the im-
munization program. We just have to work
harder to get those messages out. And next
year, I’m going to devote an enormous
amount of time to doing it.

Mr. Gordon. Well, Mr. President, we’re
to the point where just about rubber meets
the road. We will see next week what hap-
pens.

The President. Thanks.
Mr. Gordon. We appreciate you joining

us, as always.
The President. Good to see you.

NOTE: The interview began at 10:15 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Remarks to Senior Citizens in
Pawtucket, Rhode Island
November 2, 1994

Thank you very much. Congressman Ken-
nedy—has a nice ring to it, don’t you think?
[Laughter] We’ll take pictures later, okay?
And I’ll go over here, and we’ll shake hands
and take pictures, have a big time.

Let me say how delighted I am to be here.
I was told in my briefing this morning that
I am the first President of the United States

to visit Pawtucket since Andrew Jackson. And
that’s not all that inappropriate. I probably
care more about average Americans than any
President since Andrew Jackson.

I want you to know, Mr. Mayor, how de-
lighted I am to be here in your wonderful
city. I am delighted to be here in the Por-
tuguese Social Club. And for the members
of the national press traveling with us, we
have over a million Portuguese-Americans,
and most of them live in Rhode Island and
Massachusetts and in California. And I’m
glad to be here in this community and in
this club today.

I’m glad to be here with Patrick Kennedy.
You know, he’s got a shade of Irish luck.
[Laughter] Wouldn’t you love to be running
for Congress against a person named Vigi-
lante? [Laughter] I mean, especially in this
election year with these issues.

I’m glad to be here with Myrth York and
with your Senatorial candidate, Linda
Kushner—I hope you will support them all—
and my good friend, Jack Reed, who has been
a terrific Congressman for the State of Rhode
Island.

I’m glad to be here with Senator Claiborne
Pell, who just took a trip with me to the Mid-
dle East, an historic trip for the United States
and for the world. And I know you must be
so proud of his leadership not only in foreign
affairs but also in education and in so many
other areas here at home. And I thank you
and him for it.

Again, Mr. Mayor, let me say how glad
I am to be here. I thank you for the key
to the city. I already see a lot of hearts that
are unlocked—[laughter]—and I intend to
use it. I’ve got a little tape on my foot here—
[laughter]—you all don’t need to worry about
me, I’ll stick; I don’t need the tape. [Laugh-
ter]

Twenty-one months ago, with the help of
the State of Rhode Island, the people of the
United States sent me to Washington to try
to change the direction of this country, to
get the economy going again, to empower
our people to compete in a tough global
economy, to get the Government to work for
ordinary citizens again, to try to help make
the world more peaceful and more pros-
perous for Americans to live and flourish in.
Well, 21 months later, jobs are up, the deficit
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is down; we have more educational opportu-
nities; we’ve taken a serious assault against
crime; the tax system is fairer; we’ve in-
creased trade and reduced the nuclear
threat. For the first time since the dawn of
the nuclear age, no Russian missiles are
pointing at your children or grandchildren.
America has become recognized as the
world’s defender of peace and freedom and
democracy. In short, we’ve still got a lot of
problems, folks, but this country is in better
shape than it was 21 months ago. And the
issue is whether we’re going to keep going
forward.

Just remember the challenges we faced:
30 years of deepening social problems with
more and more children being born into dif-
ficult family circumstances, and more and
more violence and gangs and drugs building
up; 20 years in which most of our wage earn-
ers have worked harder every year without
getting wages that even kept them up with
inflation; 12 years of a very different eco-
nomic policy, trickle-down economics, that
really believed that you could give tax cuts
to the wealthy, increase spending, explode
the deficit, and somehow stagger your way
to prosperity.

In the last 4 years before I became Presi-
dent, this State alone lost about 30,000 jobs.
Well, we’re trying to change all that. We try
to reward the values of work and family and
strengthen our communities. Instead of mak-
ing easy promises to the American people,
I’ve tried to have discipline, commitments,
and challenge the American people.

We passed the family and medical leave
law after 7 years, which guarantees 164,000
working families in Rhode Island if they have
to take a little time off for a baby to be born,
or to take care of a sick parent, they won’t
lose their jobs now.

Thanks in no small measure to Senator
Pell and to Congressman Reed, we made 20
million students and former students eligible
for lower cost college loans and better repay-
ments, including 117,000 right here in Rhode
Island.

You heard Mr. Kennedy say that we pro-
vided a fairer tax system. We did ask 1.2 per-
cent, the wealthiest of our people, to pay
higher income taxes. We put all their money
into paying down the deficit, along with $255

billion in spending cuts. But we gave 15 mil-
lion working families, including 38,000 right
here in Rhode Island, a tax cut because they
work 40 hours a week, they have children
in the home, and we don’t believe people
who are working full-time and raising kids
should live in poverty in this country because
of the tax system.

We did pass the Brady bill and the crime
bill. And I’m proud to say I wore here a
watch I got on the day I signed the crime
bill from the Rhode Island Police Chiefs As-
sociation. I wore it not only because the
Rhode Island chief gave it to me but to high-
light the fact that even though our Repub-
lican opponents in the Congress tried to kill
the crime bill after having supported it, and
alleged that it was full of wasted money, even
though they sponsored a lot of the programs
in it, every major law enforcement organiza-
tion in the United States supported the crime
bill, and we gave it to the American people
to make our streets safer.

Now, when we did these things, our oppo-
nents in the Republican Party—and every
one of them voted against the deficit reduc-
tion package; every one of them voted against
middle class college loans—they said the
world would come to an end; they said the
economy would go to pieces; they said we
were doing a terrible thing trying to pay our
bills. [Laughter] They said it was just awful.

Well, guess what? In the last 4 years before
I showed up, your economy lost 32,800 jobs.
In our first 20 months, Rhode Island gained
over 10,000 jobs. This deficit is $100 billion
lower this year than it would have been if
we’d left their budgets in place. We are giv-
ing the future back to our children and build-
ing an economy that can compete in the 21st
century. It is the right thing to do.

Believe me, I know that we have more to
do. I know that there are still people who
don’t have work, and others who have work
who are afraid they’ll lose their jobs or never
get a raise or lose their health care. I know
there are senior citizens in this country every
single month who are not quite poor enough
to be on Medicaid but have a hard time get-
ting along on Medicare and Social Security,
who choose every month between food and
medicine. I know that. But the question be-
fore you, my fellow Americans, is if you want
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to make progress, are you going to go with
the folks that have moved forward on jobs,
forward on bringing down the deficit, for-
ward on making the tax system fairer, for-
ward on expanding Head Start to our kids—
forward, forward, forward at home and
abroad—or are you going to go with the
crowd that’s got a program to take us back,
that got us into trouble in the 1980’s? That
is the choice in this election.

Our opponents said no to our economic
program, no to deficit reduction, no to the
middle class college loans. They said over-
whelmingly—almost all of them said no to
the crime bill, no to family leave, no to the
Brady bill. They said no. I offered a health
care bill that would have reduced the deficit
over the next 10 years and provided for medi-
cine, prescription medicine, supports for el-
derly people who aren’t poor enough to be
on Medicaid, and would have begun to phase
in a long-term care program in addition to
nursing homes so that people who wanted
to live at home or in boarding homes could
have some support. And they all said, no.

Once there were 24 of them who said,
‘‘We’ll be for universal coverage. We at least
want everybody to have health insurance.’’
And when the time came for the floor debate
in the Senate, we had gone from 24 Repub-
licans to zero. The more we moved toward
them, the more they ran out the back door
on health care. Why? Because they believe
that the cynicism and the skepticism and the
negative feelings of the American people
would be so great that they could be irre-
sponsible on every issue. They could say no
to health care. They could say no to campaign
finance reform. They could say no to lobby-
ing reform. They could even say no to clean-
ing up the toxic waste dumps in this country.
They could say no to it all, and they could
punish us for what they didn’t do. But you
know what? You’re smarter than that. And
you’re going to send them a message on elec-
tion day.

Now, I watched your faces when Jack
Reed and Patrick Kennedy talked to you
about this Republican contract. And I can
tell some of you find it hard to believe that
anybody, even the most conservative Repub-
lican, would propose a plan that would cut
Social Security benefits. After all, Social Se-

curity is a solemn contract. It’s worked well
for 60 years. The percentage of our national
income going to Social Security today is al-
most exactly what it was 20 years ago. Social
Security is not causing the Federal deficit.
It’s hard to believe, but it’s true.

It’s true. They have one Senate candidate
saying Social Security ought to be voluntary,
which means bankrupt the system. They have
another saying that he wishes the retirement
age were above 70—above 70. They have a
House leader who once basically called for
dismantling the system just a couple of years
ago.

Now, I want you to see—this is the con-
tract they signed. This is what they promised:
They promised to give everybody a tax cut
but most of it going to the wealthiest Ameri-
cans; to increase defense; increase Star Wars;
to balance the budget in 5 years. That costs
a trillion dollars. That’s real money, even in
Rhode Island—[laughter]—a trillion dollars.
Every one of us could have a pretty good
time on a trillion dollars.

I wish—it’s election season—I’d like to
help elect this candidate for the Senate and
this candidate for Governor and these fine
candidates for Congress. I wish I could come
here and promise to write you a trillion dol-
lars worth of hot checks. [Laughter] But I
can’t do it with a straight face; I just don’t
have it—I’m not shameless enough to do it.
But they’re better than we are at this; they
can say anything. [Laughter]

So they made a trillion dollars worth of
promises. Now, here’s how you keep those
promises. The only way you can give a tax
cut to the wealthy, increase defense, bring
back Star Wars, and balance the budget in
5 years is to cut everything else in the Gov-
ernment 20 percent. That’s $2,000 per Social
Security recipient a year. Now, that’s it; that
is the only way you can do it. Then if you
say, oh, no, no, I never said I’d touch Social
Security, you have to cut Medicare 30 per-
cent and everything else. You really think
they’re going to cut the Agriculture Depart-
ment, the Veterans Department 30 percent?
That’s what they have to do. They have to
shut down the rest of the Government, close
Yellowstone Park.

Now, if they’re not serious, if they just
want to do what they did in the eighties—
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spend the money and load all the debt onto
our children and grandchildren and wreck
the economy—then what they will do is ex-
plode the deficit, start sending all our jobs
overseas, and put this economy back in the
ditch again; just when Rhode Island is begin-
ning to come out. There are no other alter-
natives, not if they intend to keep the signed
contract.

The third alternative is, it was just a bunch
of cheap political promises to con people into
voting at election time. So I say to you, my
fellow Americans, we are better than that.
We are moving into the 21st century. We
have just been voted for the first time in 9
years by the annual review of international
economists the most productive economy in
the world. For the first time in 10 years,
we’ve had 9 months of manufacturing job
growth in a row. For the first time in 15
years, American automakers have sold more
cars around the world than Japanese auto-
makers. We are coming back. Let’s don’t
mess it up now. Let’s don’t go back.

You know, it makes a difference whether
you vote and for whom you vote on election
day. It is important to reward people that
are moving forward and to tell people that
want to take you back with beguiling prom-
ises, ‘‘We have heard this before.’’ The senior
citizens of this country—people who have
seen a great World War, people who can re-
member, many of you, the Depression, peo-
ple who have seen our country at its best
and its worst, motivated by our hopes and
our courage in the grip of our fears, hopeful,
fearful—you know that we ought to do the
right thing.

If we’re moving forward on jobs, forward
on bringing the deficit down, forward on giv-
ing us Government that’s smaller but does
more for ordinary citizens, forward in bring-
ing peace and prosperity, increasing trade
and reduce nuclear threats to the world, we
ought not to go backward. Every voter in this
country on Tuesday—just like somebody that
has a remote control on a movie about Amer-
ica, they can push forward, fast forward, or
reverse. Do not push reverse. [Laughter] You
will regret it, and so will America.

You know, I just want to close with this,
folks. I keep seeing how people are beat
down and discouraged, and they’re so pessi-

mistic because they hear all these bad things
all the time. Let me tell you something: Just
look at what we’ve seen in the last few weeks.
Look at what we’ve seen in the last few weeks
about how other people look at us.

We had the President of Russia coming
here to see me, a democratic country, work-
ing with us on reducing the nuclear threat.
We had the President of South Africa coming
here to the United States to thank us for
helping to conduct their free election. We
have been asked to participate in helping to
bring to an end the centuries-old conflict be-
tween the Catholics and the Protestants in
Northern Ireland. We have been involved in
restoring to Haiti the democratically elected
government of President Aristide. And we
are the only country in the world, by the way,
that could have done that and actually had
Haitian-American soldiers down there speak-
ing Creole to the natives because America
is a country for everybody. We are a country
of all peoples, all ethnic groups, all back-
grounds.

I went to see our young men and women
in uniform in the Persian Gulf who so quickly
turned back the tide of Saddam Hussein’s
recent aggressive move. I was there at the
signing of the peace treaty between Jordan
and Israel. Let me tell you something: Other
people around the world, they are not cynical
about America. They admire the strength,
the values, the energy of this country, our
capacity to grow. They know we have the
strongest military in the world, but they also
know we’re the world’s strongest peace-
maker, the world’s strongest economy, and
the world’s strongest example. That is what
we owe to our children and our grand-
children. The best days of this country are
before us, but they will not be before us if
we divide the old against the young, if we
walk away from our responsibilities to our
children or to our parents and grandparents,
and if we walk away from our responsibility
to ourselves.

So I say to you, we’re moving forward. You
be thinking on Tuesday: I am in control. I
have a remote control on America’s movie.
I’m going to go into the polling place, and
I’m going to push forward. Maybe I’ll even
push fast-forward. But I certainly won’t push
reverse.
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Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. at the
Portuguese Social Club. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Patrick Kennedy, candidate for Con-
gress; Mayor Robert E. Metivier of Pawtucket;
and Myrth York, candidate for Governor. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Interview With John Bachman and
Laurie Groves of WHO Television,
Des Moines, Iowa
November 2, 1994

Mr. Bachman. Mr. President, thank you
very much for joining us.

The President. Thank you.

Agricultural Policy
Mr. Bachman. When you were last here,

you were at the midst of the floods of ’93.
You saw Iowa’s flooded farm fields. And this
year, by contrast, farmers have record crops.
But that in turn, as you know, has depressed
prices, and the farm recovery is in jeopardy.
What can be done, Mr. President?

The President. Well, when I get to Iowa
tomorrow, I want to discuss that in greater
detail. I have tried to be a good President
for the farmers of this country. And our Agri-
culture Department, our Agriculture Sec-
retary has done a very good job not only in
the flood but afterward. I’m sure you know
that there was an announcement today that
the Agriculture Department will give export
enhancements to seven States of the former
Soviet Union to try to increase the export
of livestock, particularly the pork exports to
those countries. And we supported ethanol
production; we still do. And we’re doing a
number of other things that I believe will
really help the farm economy in Iowa. And
I’ll have some more to say about it tomorrow
when I get there.

Ms. Groves. Well, I hate to push my luck
with that in mind, Mr. President, but I would
like to ask you about the export enhancement
program, the EEP. Now, I know Iowa Sec-
retary Dale Cochran has expressed his inter-
est in getting some changes there, at least,
that will combat some of the glut in the pork
market. Would you like to give us a hint on

perhaps what you think you could do to help
Iowa pork producers in overseas trade?

The President. Well, we’re looking at
that, as well. And again, I will have more
to say about all that when I get there tomor-
row.

Ruth Harkin
Mr. Bachman. Let me give you one more

opportunity, Mr. President: Have you
named, or have you decided in your own
mind, at least, a new Ag Secretary? And is
Ruth Harkin still on your short list?

The President. No, I haven’t made a deci-
sion. She has been unbelievably good where
she is. And she would be good in any posi-
tion, I think, in the Government, including
that one. She’s a very able person. She’s real-
ly done more with the Overseas Private In-
vestment Corporation than anybody has in
a long time. And I think any American
businessperson that’s worked with us in trade
and expansion would tell you that the Export-
Import Bank, Ruth Harkin’s agency, the
Overseas Private Investment Corporation,
and the Commerce Department under Sec-
retary Brown, along with the Agriculture De-
partment, have done more for American
business than any administration has in a long
time.

Mr. Bachman. Is Ruth Harkin still inter-
ested in the post? Has she given you any indi-
cation that she’d like it?

The President. No, I’ve gone out of my
way not to talk to anybody about this right
now because I’m not ready to deal with it.
Secretary Espy will be there until the end
of the year. He has done a superb job for
the farmers of this country, and I think vir-
tually every agricultural commissioner in
every State in the country agrees with that.

Midterm Elections
Ms. Groves. President Clinton, unem-

ployment is the lowest now it’s been nation-
wide in years, you know this, and the econ-
omy is strong. And yet your approval rating
is under 50 percent here in Iowa. Now, with
that in mind, how do you think that your visit
tomorrow will influence Iowa’s undecided
voters?

The President. Well, what we have to do
is get the record out there. All the opinion
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surveys show that there’s literally almost no
awareness among the voters of what this ad-
ministration has accomplished but that it’s
changed rather dramatically in the last 10
days to 2 weeks as Congress has gone home
and people have been able to focus on the
fact that there are more jobs, a lower deficit,
a smaller Federal Government, less regula-
tion, more help for ordinary working families:
the family and medical leave law; the Brady
bill; the crime bill; immunizations for all the
kids in the country under 2; middle class col-
lege loans; apprenticeships for people who
aren’t going to college; an expansion of Head
Start.

It’s been a very long time since there has
been such a productive relationship. But the
people don’t know it because this has been
a contentious 2 years. The Republicans have
been more partisan than any party has against
a President of the opposing party since
World War II. There’s no precedent for it.
And I’ve taken on a lot of tough issues, a
lot of special interest groups. I’ve tried to
change the direction of this country. And
when you do that, you have to be willing to
make enemies and you have to be willing to
see your approval ratings go down in the
short run as people are, at least, confused
by all the conflict which is engendered. Plus,
everybody knows that the nature of the way
Americans get their information today is
more contentious, more divisive, more adver-
sarial than ever before.

So I’ve been given an opportunity now in
the last week or 10 days of this campaign
to get out and talk to the American people
and make my case. The people of Iowa are
fair-minded people. And I was there when
you needed me and so was everybody in my
administration, in a hurry, in the flood. And
we stayed, and we’ve seen this through. I
have been a good President for the farmers
of this country and good for the Iowa econ-
omy and good for the ordinary working peo-
ple of this country. And when the record
comes out, the people will make the right
decision.

Plus, the Republicans are offering us an
unbelievable journey into the past that got
us in so much trouble. I mean, they want
to go back to trickle-down economics.
They’re making a trillion dollars’ worth of

promises: big tax cuts for the wealthy, more
defense expenditures, a balanced budget.
The only way to do it is to have a 20 percent
across-the-board cut in Social Security,
Medicare, and everything else. And if they
don’t intend to do it, they’re going to explode
the deficit and put our economy in deep
trouble once again.

Mr. Bachman. Mr. President, I know
you’ll be saying more of that tomorrow right
here in Des Moines. Thank you very much
for joining us.

The President. Thank you.
Mr. Bachman. And have a safe trip.
The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview began at 5:50 p.m. The
President spoke via satellite from the Rhode Is-
land Convention Center in Providence, RI.

Statement on Signing the
International Antitrust Enforcement
Assistance Act of 1994

November 2, 1994

I am pleased today to sign into law H.R.
4781, the ‘‘International Antitrust Enforce-
ment Assistance Act of 1994.’’ This important
Administration initiative will help the anti-
trust enforcement agencies, the Department
of Justice, and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion (FTC), to protect American consumers
and businesses from price-fixing and other
anticompetitive conduct by international
businesses operating in our markets.

This Act will allow the Attorney General
and the FTC to enter into agreements with
foreign antitrust agencies. Under these
agreements, the foreign agencies will, on a
reciprocal basis, provide investigative infor-
mation in their possession and obtain anti-
trust evidence on our agencies’ behalf from
persons and businesses within their jurisdic-
tion. The Act includes appropriate safeguards
to ensure that any confidential U.S. business
information supplied to foreign antitrust au-
thorities under those agreements will not be
improperly used or disclosed.

This Act reflects the United States’ com-
mitment and resolve to ensure that American
consumers and businesses reap the benefits
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of free and fair trade in our markets, includ-
ing lower prices. It will also ensure that con-
sumers and businesses will not become vic-
tims of anticompetitive market abuses. This
legislation will help us in enforcing our anti-
trust laws against foreign and international
firms who participate in our markets to the
same extent as they are enforced against U.S.
firms. Until now, U.S. antitrust enforcement
agencies have often found vital evidence to
be out of reach abroad.

At the initiative of Attorney General Reno
and Assistant Attorney General Bingaman,
this bill was introduced by a bipartisan coali-
tion in both Houses of Congress and quickly
won public and business support. I want to
commend the bill’s sponsors, particularly
Chairman Metzenbaum and Senator Thur-
mond in the Senate, and Chairman Brooks
and Representative Fish in the House, as
well as the congressional leadership, for in-
troducing and bringing this legislation to my
desk so quickly.

I look forward with American consumers
and businesses to the strengthened antitrust
enforcement that should result from this Act.
I am certain that we will achieve the coopera-
tion of our trading partners as we seek to
negotiate these agreements on a reciprocal
basis.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 2, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 4781, approved November 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–438.

Statement on Signing Veterans
Benefits Legislation
November 2, 1994

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
5244, the ‘‘Veterans’ Benefits Improvements
Act of 1994’’ and H.R. 3313, the ‘‘Veterans
Health Programs Extension Act of 1994.’’
These bills address important areas of con-
cern for our Nation’s veterans.

The primary purpose of H.R. 5244, the
‘‘Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act of
1994,’’ is to authorize compensation to Per-
sian Gulf War veterans suffering from dis-
abilities resulting from undiagnosed illnesses

possibly incurred during service in the Per-
sian Gulf theater of operations.

Some of our Persian Gulf War veterans
are suffering from illnesses that cannot be
diagnosed based upon current available sci-
entific and medical data. The lack of a diag-
nosis at this point, however, should not stop
us from providing an expeditious and com-
passionate response to these veterans’ needs.
Our Nation is keenly aware of its responsibil-
ity to the brave men and women who so capa-
bly served our country during the Persian
Gulf conflict. This legislation is designed to
address their needs.

The Act authorizes the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs to compensate Persian Gulf War
veterans who suffer chronic disabilities from
undiagnosed illnesses that became manifest
during or within a specified time after their
service in the Gulf region. It also requires
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to develop
and implement a uniform and comprehen-
sive medical evaluation protocol for veterans
of the Persian Gulf conflict suffering from
unexplained illnesses. I am pleased to say
that this protocol has already been estab-
lished. VA medical centers and facilities are
currently providing appropriate medical as-
sessment, diagnoses, and treatment to Per-
sian Gulf War veterans.

This Act will help to further our investiga-
tion into the adverse health consequences
that may be associated with service in the
Persian Gulf, including potential risks to the
family members of our veterans, by requiring
the VA to evaluate the health status of
spouses and children of Persian Gulf War
veterans. It also requires the VA to imple-
ment an outreach program for Persian Gulf
War veterans, including a newsletter and a
toll-free telephone number to provide infor-
mation concerning available benefits.

The ‘‘Veterans Health Programs Extension
Act of 1994,’’ H.R. 3313, will extend the VA’s
authority to operate a number of veterans
programs and activities. Significantly, this Act
will extend the VA’s authority to provide Per-
sian Gulf War veterans with hospital, nursing
home, and outpatient medical care for dis-
abilities possibly incurred from exposure to
toxic substances or environmental hazards
during service in the Persian Gulf. It also
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extends the VA’s authority to provide Viet-
nam veterans with hospital and nursing home
care for disabilities, which may have resulted
from exposure to dioxin. The Act also extends
the VA’s authority to provide priority health
care services for disabilities possibly related
to exposure to ionizing radiation during nu-
clear testing or during certain service in
Japan following World War II. Finally, the
Act also authorizes appropriations of $379.4
million for major medical facility construc-
tion and repair projects and 15.8 million for
major medical facility leases for the VA.

Because of the important benefits that this
legislation will provide to our Nation’s veter-
ans and their families, I am very gratified to
sign these two bills into law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
November 2, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 5244, approved November 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–446, and H.R. 3313,
approved November 2, was assigned Public Law
No. 103–452.

Teleconference Remarks at the State
University of New York in Albany,
New York
November 3, 1994

The President. Thank you very much.
Governor Cuomo, President Swygert, Sen-
ator and Mrs. Moynihan, mayors, and ladies
and gentlemen, and students: Let me say that
I am very excited to be here today with Gov-
ernor Cuomo and very excited to be a part
of this meeting.

I’m anxious to get on with the show and
to see the students that are in other places
throughout New York. But I want to try to
set the stage for the importance of this event
today by speaking just for a few minutes
about what this means, what we’re about to
see, what it means for the future of all the
students here, for the future of the economy
of New York and that of the United States,
and for how we will all live in the 21st cen-
tury.

Governors, like Governor Cuomo—and I
used to be one; sometimes I think it’s the
best job I ever had—[laughter]—but Gov-

ernors have spent, for the last 15 years, in-
creasing amounts of time of education. Why?
Because we know that it’s the only route to
a guaranteed success in life economically; be-
cause we know it changes people inside, gives
people a greater sense of their own capacity.
The ability to develop the internal material
that God has given all of us is what makes
people want to look to the future and want
to make the most of their own lives.

Increasingly, education has become a con-
cern for the National Government, not be-
cause we do education—the magic of edu-
cation occurs in the classroom—but because
the power of the United States to lead the
world economically is inextricably tied to our
capacity to see that all of our children get
a good education and then that people seek
education for a lifetime. So we have worked
hard the last 2 years to do things like expand
the Head Start program to make sure that
our young people are ready to learn, to have
school-to-work opportunities for apprentice-
ships so that young people who don’t go to
college can at least get good jobs and have
higher level skills, to increase access to col-
lege through more affordable college loans
for all students. Next year, 110 New York
institutions of higher education and 160,000
New York students will be eligible for lower
interest, longer repayments on their college
loans. So it will be easier for young people
to go to college.

But the essence of what we’re trying to
do is to blend two things that may seem in-
consistent, a commitment to educational ex-
cellence for all students, including kids who
come from poor and difficult backgrounds.
One of the things we have tried to reverse
in the last 2 years—and the Congress has
helped—is the idea that if you come from
a tough background you’re really not ex-
pected to learn as much. All the whole appa-
ratus of Federal law was directed basically
toward that assumption. We don’t believe
that anymore, and it is unacceptable. We be-
lieve all of our children can learn, and they
should be expected to learn. And high expec-
tations in the classroom has a lot to do with
how people do.

The second thing we’ve tried to do to go
with high expectations nationally is to em-
phasize grassroots reform—to know that all
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schools, all communities, all students are dif-
ferent—and individualized learning, dif-
ferent classrooms, different schools. It’s im-
portant for us not to say at the national or
at the State level, ‘‘Here is the model of how
you must do it,’’ but instead to say, ‘‘Here
are the standards you ought to achieve. You
figure out how to do it.’’

The link between a national commitment
to excellence and a commitment to grassroots
reform and a lot of individual efforts, in large
measure, is technology. We are seeing a tech-
nological revolution in this country and, in-
deed, all over the world. Along with that,
we’re seeing a revolution in the way people
learn, with kind of multimedia things like
we’ll use today. And more and more teachers
are not just talking heads, doing what I’m
doing, imparting information to you, but peo-
ple who help students learn, who facilitate
their ability to learn through technology. So
what that means is that for the Governor and
for me, we have to do what we can to make
sure that the technology is there for every
student in every classroom in the State of
New York and in the United States to hook
into as much information and as much learn-
ing as possible.

New York has an information super-
highway project that is connecting 6,000
schools and 7,000 libraries to businesses and
other units. This is amazing. We’re going to
be able to do this all over the country and
all over the world. That’s what the informa-
tion superhighway is, people sitting in Al-
bany, New York, communicating with people
in Rio de Janeiro or in Pakistan or in China
or Russia or somewhere else, sharing infor-
mation, learning together, growing together.
It is amazing what is possible—so that we
will be able to say to all of our young people,
no matter where they live, ‘‘Here’s a very
high bar of learning. You have to clear it if
you want to do well in life. And you can fig-
ure out how to do it at the local level, but
the whole world will be at your fingertips.’’
That is the commitment that Governor
Cuomo has tried to push and that I have tried
to push.

The last thing I want to say is that, in order
for all this to work, the students have to want
to do it and have to believe in it. The young
people have to have a hunger to learn and

an understanding that you can’t drop out of
school, you have to stay in, and it is the ticket
to a fascinating, exciting life.

The best days of this country are ahead
of us if we make the most of this information
explosion and put it with what is inside the
heads of all of our children.

And therefore, before I get done, if I could
just compliment Governor Cuomo on one
thing that is an obsession with me. The State
of New York in the last 10 years has lowered
its school dropout rate by almost 50 percent.
And if everybody in the country had done
that, our educational system would be in
much better shape. That is an extraordinary
achievement and a great credit to the State
of New York. And I thank you for that.

So having said that, now we’ve got some
students who are in other communities
throughout the State, and I think we’re ready
to hear from them. Can we start?

[At this point, teachers and students at var-
ious locations in the State described and dem-
onstrated the ways they each use electronic
technologies such as Internet, CD/ROM, and
E-mail. A student then responded to a ques-
tion from Governor Cuomo.]

The President. Can we go back to Buf-
falo? I wanted to ask Marquis a question. You
know, it’s one thing to be able to work one
of these computers and quite another to
know how to go after the information. How
hard was it for you to figure out where the
sources of information were, how you would
go about researching this paper? How did
you learn what to look for in the computer?

Q. Well, I learned this information with
the help of my computer research teacher.
And I was able to use this information to
go into the Internet and research various
things because Internet has different kinds
of information which they draw from all parts
of the world. And so it’s like a really big ency-
clopedia where I was able to find the re-
search I needed and the graphics and things
like that.

The President. Could you explain to us—
one of the things that was said was that
maybe now students other places could look
at your research and find out what you found
out about the volcano. How do you log that
in? How do they go about finding that?
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Q. Well, if they are able to get into the
Internet, then they can go through and
search through under the headlines of volca-
noes, like I did, and then—I’ve already set
up the information that they needed. They
would just have to be able to find it, and
then they’ll have access to information that
I had.

Q. Maybe I could help Marquis out a little
bit with this. Since we have developed the
Worldwide Web server at our site, we’ll be
able to post his presentation there. So the
student would simply go in and, if they were
using a MacIntosh, they could just click on
something that said viewer presentation on
a volcano, prepared by Marquis Wilford.

The President. Marquis, what’s the most
surprising thing you’ve found out about vol-
canoes in your research?

Q. Well, the most surprising thing that I
was able to find out is that they were able
to send a robot down in to view the pictures
inside the thing. I didn’t know that that tech-
nology was available. And now that I’ve found
it out, I know that we all have access to see
things like that. Because the heat of the vol-
cano and stuff, I didn’t know that technology
would be able to do that much.

The President. I didn’t either, until you
told me today. Thank you very much. Let’s
give him a hand. Wasn’t he great? [Applause]

[President Swygert thanked the President
and invited him to make closing comments.]

The President. I just want to say one thing
in closing. These different examples show us
what is possible. We cannot rest until every
school and every student has access to the
kind of technology we’ve celebrated and
learned about today. That has got to be our
goal.

This is sort of a revolution in the nature,
actually, of the job that the Governor and
the Senator and I do. By trying to extend
the availability of this sort of technology, our
primary job is not to do something for some-
body else but to make it possible for other
people to do things for themselves. It’s the
ultimate example of what is now called em-
powerment, and it is very exciting, very re-
warding. And we’ve got to keep at it until
every student can do what Marquis did for
us today.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. in the
Campus Center Building at the State University
of New York. In his remarks, he referred to Pat-
rick Swygert, president, State University of New
York-Albany.

Remarks at a Rally for Democratic
Candidates in Albany
November 3, 1994

Thank you. Thank you so much, Governor
Cuomo. I’m too hoarse to shout over you—
[laughter]—but I’m very happy to be here.

Thank you, Governor Cuomo, Senator
Moynihan, Congressman McNulty, Comp-
troller McCall, to the mayor here, Mayor
Jennings, and the other mayors and labor
leaders and students and citizens and Ameri-
cans who are here. This is a great day for
New York.

I’m like Mario. I don’t have a speech ei-
ther—[laughter]—except what’s in my heart.
I came here to ask you to vote for Carl
McCall, to ask you to send Senator Moynihan
back with a record margin, send them a mes-
sage back, and most of all, to ask you to make
Mario Cuomo the real ‘‘comeback kid’’ of
New York State.

This election is shaping up to be one of
those classic American elections that gets re-
played every so often in our history: a race
between hope and fear; a race between to-
morrow and yesterday; a race between peo-
ple who appeal to what is best in us and those
who tell us that everything is just terrible and
we ought to lash out; a race between those
of us who challenge the American people to
do better, who try to empower them to make
the most of their own lives and those who
offer them cheap and easy promises of a time
which never was and never will be. That is
what we are facing in these closing days.

I want to tell you something, folks. I un-
derstand why a lot of Americans are frus-
trated today. You know, there are a lot of
people out there who haven’t gotten a raise
or are worried about losing their health care
or think that their future is uncertain. But
I’ll tell you something, after 21 months this
country’s in better shape than it was when
we took office.

VerDate 14-MAY-98 09:18 May 28, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00061 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 C:\TERRI\P44NO4.004 INET03



2254 Nov. 3 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

With all of our difficulties, we know one
direction, forward. We are moving forward
in jobs, 4.6 million new jobs. New York lost
a half a million jobs in the 4 years before
I took office. New York has gained over
110,000 jobs in just 21 months. We’re going
forward, not backward.

We are going forward in doing things for
working families: the family and medical
leave law, tax cuts for millions of working
families to keep them out of poverty if they
have children and they’re working 40 hours
a week; immunizations for all the kids in this
country under the age of 2 by 1996; more
Head Start. That is forward. Let’s don’t go
backward.

Our Republican friends, they always said
big Government was the enemy and the defi-
cit was terrible. But when they had power,
they exploded the deficit and increased the
Government. We have reduced the deficit.
We have shrunk the Federal Government.
We have given the money back to New York,
to Albany, to Rochester, to the communities
to fight crime and make our streets safer.
That is the record. We’re moving forward.

We are moving forward. The economy is
coming back. The Government is working for
ordinary Americans. This world is a place
where there is more trade and less nuclear
threat, a place where America has been a
force for freedom and peace and democracy.
From the Persian Gulf to the Middle East,
to Haiti, to South Africa, to Northern Ire-
land, we are moving forward, forward, for-
ward.

New York is moving forward. Mario
Cuomo and I just came from a demonstration
of educational technology where we saw chil-
dren doing marvelous things in the class-
rooms of this State, interconnecting with
their computers to sources all over the world.
Do you know, the State of New York in the
last 10 years has cut its school dropout rate
by about 50 percent. That would be the envy
of every State in the United States. We’re
moving forward. We’re moving forward.

In education, we’re moving forward. We
know that people need a lifetime of learning.
We’re establishing apprenticeship networks
all over this country for young people who
don’t go to college. And we’re making college
more affordable with lower interest loans and

better repayment terms so that every young
American can afford to get a college edu-
cation. Forward, we’re moving forward.

What do our adversaries do in this elec-
tion? What do Governor Cuomo’s adversar-
ies do? They don’t have other programs.
They don’t have a vision for the future. They
just say things are bad. What do our adversar-
ies do? Ask Senator Moynihan. Well, they
kill things when they can. They killed health
care reform. They killed campaign finance
reform. They killed lobby reform. They even
killed a bill to clean up the toxic waste dumps
of America. Nobody was against it, but they
killed it anyway because they didn’t want Pat
Moynihan to be able to come back to New
York and run for reelection to the Senate by
saying that he helped to take the poison out
of the ground. So they left the poison in the
ground so they could poison the political at-
mosphere. Tell them no thank you, we’re
going forward, forward, forward.

There are problems in this country, real
things to be worried about, deeply troubling
developments in our culture: the rise of
crime and drugs and gangs. And we know
all that. But they have been coming for 30
years. There are economic problems: stag-
nant wages for working people, people losing
their health insurance. That has been hap-
pening for nearly 20 years. And we had 12
years of trickle-down economics. We have
only had 21 months, folks, but we’re in better
shape. Let’s keep going forward, not go back-
ward.

What is the argument? The argument
against this administration, this chairman of
the Senate Finance Committee, this distin-
guished Governor is really you ought to be
mad and go in and vote your anger. And what
do they promise? They said, ‘‘Give us power
in the Congress, and we’ll make you a trillion
dollars’ worth of promises. All Bill Clinton
does is nag you. All he does is tell you you’ve
got to get a better education, you’ve got to
be more productive, you’ve got to be more
competitive. We’ll make you a promise: Vote
for us. We’ll cut taxes. We’ll raise spending.
We’ll balance the budget. Presto, no pain.’’

What does it cost? ‘‘A trillion dollars.’’ How
are you going to pay for it? ‘‘We’ll tell you
after the election.’’ [Laughter] Unbelievable!
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And so their promises mean, my fellow
Americans, only one of two things for the
people of New York. Either they will keep
their promise, as Senator Moynihan has said,
and they will destroy Social Security, Medi-
care, our ability to fund the crime bill, and
other things to help New York. They will de-
stroy the education bill I just signed which
helps the cities and the local community
schools to revolutionize education, by keep-
ing their promise. Or they will abandon their
promise, and they will explode the deficit,
start sending jobs overseas again, and put the
economy in the ditch. That is backward. No,
thank you, we’re going forward next Tuesday.
Forward, that’s the direction we know.

Yes, there is frustration in the electorate.
But you know, the first thing you try to teach
your children as a parent once they really
begin to be aware of the world is not to make
an important decision when you’re mad. ‘‘If
you’re mad, count 10 before you talk.’’ How
many times were we raised with that? What
the Republicans want you to do is go in and
vote before you count to two. [Laughter]

Well, folks, I want to ask every one of you
in this enthusiastic crowd to leave this place
and promise yourself that between now and
Tuesday you’re going to find three or four
or five of your neighbors and friends who
haven’t made up their mind in these races,
who aren’t sure how they’re going to vote
in the Governor’s race. Tell them to take a
deep breath; sit down and have a cup of cof-
fee with them and talk about moving for-
ward.

On election day, imagine that every Amer-
ican has in his or her home a movie of Amer-
ica on the television and the remote control
in your hand, and you get to push the button.
You can push forward; you can even push
fast forward if you want to—[laughter]—or
you can push reverse. No; forward, always
forward. That’s what this country has done.
That’s what this country needs. You just think
about it.

Let me tell you, I’ve just come back from
this wonderful trip to the Middle East. I have
looked into the eyes of millions of people
who are not Americans. In all those countries
I visited, I saw people looking at our fine
young men and women in uniform in the
Persian Gulf. I saw the Jordanians and the

Israelis looking at the American President—
not me, they saw America. And you know
what? The people outside this country are
not cynical about America. They think we’re
the strongest military power, the strongest
force for peace, the strongest force for eco-
nomic progress, the strongest force for op-
portunity. They are not cynical. They are not
cynical.

And if on election morning the people of
New York wake up and they’re not cynical
and they see ourselves as others see us and
they see the potential of this State and the
potential of this country, they will send Mario
Cuomo back to the Governor’s mansion in
Albany.

Now, you—you must be his voice. You
must be the voice for these candidates who
stand for what is best in us, who stand for
hope over fear, who stand for tomorrow over
yesterday—you, every one of you. Don’t miss
a chance. Don’t miss a lick. Don’t leave a
stone unturned. Go out there now between
now and Tuesday and say: Look at me, I rep-
resent America, hope, and tomorrow. Help
me go forward.

God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in the
Physical Education Building at the State Univer-
sity of New York. In his remarks, he referred to
Mayor Gerald D. Jennings of Albany and H. Carl
McCall, candidate for New York State Comptrol-
ler.

Remarks to the Community
in Des Moines, Iowa
November 3, 1994

Thank you. First of all, I’d like to thank
you for giving me a drier welcome than I
had the last time I came to Iowa.

I want to thank the Dowling High School
Band, thank you very much. I thank my good
friend Senator Tom Harkin for that wonder-
ful speech and for being a constant source
of leadership and courage and support in the
United States Senate. I don’t know what I
would have done without Tom Harkin in the
last 2 years. And since I’m in Iowa, I also
want to say that Ruth Harkin is the best di-
rector of the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation and has made more American
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jobs in that position than anybody who ever
held it before she took it.

I am delighted to be here with all the fine
leaders of the Democratic Party and with
your candidates for Congress: Glen
Winekauf, Sheila McGuire, Elaine Baxter,
my old friend Dave Nagle—the second time
is the charm for Elaine and Dave; I know
it will be—with Neal Smith, whom I admire
more than I can say, and I want to say a
little more about him later and about this
race he is in; and with Bonnie Campbell, who
ought to be the next Governor of the State
of Iowa.

Ladies and gentlemen, this election all
over America represents a choice, a choice
between hope and fear, between the main-
stream and the ‘‘meanstream,’’ between
whether we’re going to be together or we’re
going to be divided, between whether we’re
going forward or we’re going to go back. I
think I know the answer to that. You want
to keep going forward!

Twenty-one months ago, with the help of
the good people of Iowa, I moved to Wash-
ington to assume the Presidency. Now, since
that time, I have kept my commitment to
try to put the American people first, to make
the Government work for ordinary people,
to bring the economy back, to empower
Americans so that everybody could assume
the responsibility of living up to the fullest
of their capacities, to give you a world that
is more peaceful and more prosperous for
Americans to work in. And while I know
we’ve still got problems, we’ve still got folks
who are worried about their jobs and worried
they won’t get a raise, people who still are
worried about losing their health care—yes,
there are still problems.

But I ask you to consider this: We went
to Washington to deal with 30 years of accu-
mulated social problems, with 20 years of
stagnant wages and losing benefits for work-
ing people, with 12 years of the con-
sequences of trickle-down economics, with
4 years of the slowest job growth since the
Great Depression. And folks, after 21 months
we’ve still got a good ways to go, but this
country is in better shape than it was 21
months ago.

We’ve taken a stand to try to help ordinary
working people. You heard Bonnie mention

the family and medical leave law; let me tell
you what that means in Iowa. It means that
446,000 more Iowa working people can take
a little time off if there’s a baby born or a
sick parent, without losing their jobs. That
makes a difference here in Iowa. It means
that in Iowa, 358,000 people will be eligible
for lower costs on their college loans because
of our reform of the college loan program.
It means in Iowa that 118,640 working fami-
lies got income tax reductions because
they’re working full-time, they have children
in their homes, and we don’t believe that any-
body who does that should be in poverty. The
tax system should lift them out of poverty,
not put them in. For all their attacks on us,
13 times as many people in Iowa got an in-
come tax cut as an income tax rate increase.
That is the record of our administration with
our supporters in Congress moving this coun-
try forward. I think we should keep doing
it.

It means after years of bickering delay, we
passed the Brady bill and the crime bill. And
I can tell you that Iowa—Iowa—is the first
State in the United States where the United
States Attorney has brought an action under
our ‘‘three strikes and you’re out’’ law. If you
commit three serious offenses, threatening or
taking the lives of others, you should not be
eligible for parole. And the first action under
a law I signed 2 months ago has been taken
in Iowa.

The other guys, they always told you how
bad the Federal Government was. But when
they were in charge, the Government got
bigger. They always told you that they hated
the deficit, but they quadrupled the national
debt. Since we’ve been in office, we have
reduced the Federal deficit, we have shrunk
the Federal Government, and we have taken
all the savings from the reduction in Federal
bureaucracy and given it to local commu-
nities in Iowa and all across the United States
to fight crime, to make our streets safer, to
give our kids a better future. I think it’s been
a good bargain.

When I proposed, and the Congress
adopted, our economic program, the other
fellows said the sky would fall. They said the
world would come to an end if the Presi-
dent’s economic program was passed. Well,
folks, they were wrong. They were wrong.
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You look at the results. In this country in
the last 21 months, our economy has pro-
duced 4.6 million new jobs. For the first time
in a long time—and this is very important
for Iowa—more than half the new jobs cre-
ated in 1994 in America played above the
national average in wages and income. We
had more high-wage jobs this year than in
the past 5 years combined. We’re moving in
the right direction. We don’t need to turn
back now.

I told you if you would send me to Wash-
ington, I would be a President who would
remember the farmers in rural America;
would remember what it’s like to live in the
small towns, in the country crossroads, the
places that Presidents don’t visit and that
people don’t often take notice of. Well, in
21 months, in agriculture, I think we have
plainly kept our commitments. We’ve in-
creased loan rates. We’ve reformed the Na-
tion’s crop insurance system. We’ve given
more crop disaster assistance payments;
they’ve been based on quality, not just quan-
tity. We’ve reduced the paperwork in the
farm program. We’ve changed the farm in-
come reporting system to more accurately re-
flect the real income of the average American
farmer. We brought farmers into the policy-
making process at the Department of Agri-
culture. We’ve reorganized. We’ve reduced
spending. We’ve taken a $3.6 billion cut in
the farm bureaucracy without doing what the
Republicans say they want to do, which is
to gut the farm programs. This is the friend-
of-the-farmer administration, and you ought
to support it and keep going forward.

And I want to say something especially
about Tom Harkin and particularly about
Neal Smith. When it came to ethanol, the
Republicans said one thing but did another.
I’d come out here in the middle of the farm
country in Iowa and Illinois and the Dakotas,
particularly in places that cared about etha-
nol. And people would say, ‘‘Well, we’re
farmers. We usually vote Republican.’’ And
I said, ‘‘Well, if you’ll vote for me, I won’t
just talk about ethanol. I’ll go to Washington
and try to do something about it.’’

Well, during the last administration, they
cultivated all the farmers, but they danced
around the ethanol issue like a kid around
a maypole. [Laughter] They’d tippy-toe here,

and then they’d go back to Washington and
they’d tippy-toe there. I couldn’t figure out
why, until I got to Washington and all the
establishment in Washington tried to get me
to tippy-toe, too. And I said, ‘‘Folks, I haven’t
been here long enough to learn this Washing-
ton tippy-toe. I told them in Iowa I was for
ethanol, and I’m going to be for ethanol.’’

I want you to understand how tough it was.
Tom Harkin, Neal Smith led the fight in the
Congress to approve the promotion of etha-
nol. The vote was close. In the United States
Senate, it came down to a tie vote, and Al
Gore broke the tie in favor of ethanol. We
did it to make ourselves more independent
of foreign oil. We did it to promote the clean-
ness of our environment. We did it to create
new jobs for farm families. But if it had not
been for Neal Smith—I want you to think
about this Tuesday—if it had not been for
Neal Smith, we would not have been able
to do it. And he ought to be sent back to
Congress to keep fighting for you.

We are trying to help farmers all over
America. We resolved the wheat dispute with
Canada. For the first time—it’s a big deal
where I come from—for the first time ever,
we opened the Japanese market to American
rice and the Chinese market to American ap-
ples. Twice this year, including yesterday,
something you care about, when hog prices
were at their lowest mark in decades, we ap-
proved additional sales to Russia and other
states of the former Soviet Union through
the Export Enhancement Program. We are
helping the farmers of America.

Tom and Neal and a lot of other people
have been talking to me about the record
corn harvest. You know how it is when you’re
farming: You’re either flooded or you’re glut-
ted. You escaped the flood. Now you’ve got
more corn than you know what to do with.
It’s depressed feed grain prices by 10 to 15
percent below the average. Today I am glad
to announce that we will open the Farmer
Owned Reserve for 1994 feed grains. We will
provide no-cost extension of the USDA loans
due next July. We’ll enable the farmers to
store that grain, rather than sell it when
prices are too low. You clap for me, but you
ought to thank Tom Harkin and Neal Smith,
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the chief architect of the Farmer Owned Re-
serve.

When I flew over Iowa last year, when I
sat down and I walked through and I saw
the flooded fields and the flooded cities, it
made an indelible impression on me that I
will never forget. I’m proud of the work that
our agencies did here last year: James Lee
Witt and the Emergency Management Agen-
cy, Secretary Espy, Secretary Cisneros, all
the others in our administration. Well, this
year, more farmers are hurting from crop
losses in Texas, in the Dakotas, in Kansas,
in Georgia, all across the Southeast. Today
we’re authorizing further disaster payments
for them, just under a billion dollars from
the emergency funds we set aside. And you
remember what Tom Harkin said, the only
reason we can do this is because you had
a Democratic President working with our
friends in Congress who restored the cuts
made in the disaster assistance program by
the previous Republican administration.

And for those who say, ‘‘Well, that’s what
the Democrats do, they just spend money’’—
no, no, no. It was the Democrats: We re-
duced the deficit; we reduced defense and
domestic spending this year for the first time
in 25 years. We did that. But because of dis-
cipline, because of a commitment to root out
waste, because we changed our buying prac-
tices so there wouldn’t be any more $500
hammers and $50 ashtrays, we increased our
investment in disaster assistance, in Head
Start, in immunizing all the kids in this coun-
try under the age of 2 by 1996, in college
loans. We increased our investment in the
things that count in this country. Now, what
we need to do, if you really want to keep
going in this direction, is to give me partners.
Send these people to Congress. I need help,
folks.

The other guys, what did they do? They
voted no every chance they got. Every one
of them voted against our program to revolu-
tionize the college loan program, to provide
for more affordable college loans. And it
saved money. It saved the Treasury $4 bil-
lion. It saved borrowers $2 billion. They
voted against it because the organized inter-
ests were against it. Every one of them voted
against our economic program to reduce the
debt and give 118,000 families in this State

a tax cut because they were just above the
poverty line, because they didn’t like it that
we asked one percent of our people to pay
higher tax rates because they could afford
it to reduce the deficit, every one of them.

And there are so many things that a Presi-
dent does, that a Congress does that have
their impact in the States. You know, I had
the privilege of serving my State as Governor
for quite a long while. On the tough days
in Washington, I think that was the best job
I ever had. [Laughter] And I can tell you
that so much that I hope to do for our econ-
omy still can’t be felt unless you have a Gov-
ernor with an economic strategy for high-
wage jobs, to help small businesses, to bring
economic opportunity to the rural areas and
the places where it has been lost in the last
10 years. Bonnie Campbell will do that. I
want you to help her get elected.

This crime bill we passed, it is a very im-
portant piece of legislation. It has more pun-
ishment. It has more prisons. It has more
police. It also has opportunities for preven-
tion to keep kids out of trouble. But the work
of fighting crime is done at the State level;
it is done at the community level. We need
partners out here in the country. You have
the tools now to lower the crime rate to make
your children safer, to make your future
safer.

The leadership of the other party tried to
kill the crime bill, but we stopped them and
we passed it. But now you need a Governor
who understands what it takes to lower the
rate of crime, reduce violence, and give our
kids a better future. Bonnie Campbell proved
as attorney general she does that, she knows
that. Give her a chance to serve.

Now listen when I tell you what the stakes
are in Congress, and why it is so important
that you return Neal Smith and elect these
other candidates for Congress. Last Sunday
on ‘‘Meet the Press,’’ the Republicans’ top
strategist in Washington, Bill Kristol, said he
wanted to end farm subsidies, and as soon
as the election is over, the Republican Sen-
ator from Kansas, their leader, would take
the lead in doing just that. He said that; I
didn’t. Now, Mr. Kristol, you’ve probably
never heard of him, but he’s the fellow that
tells them what to think up in Washington.
[Laughter]
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He told them, for example, to stop cooper-
ating with us on health care. I pleaded with
them. I said, ‘‘You don’t like my ideas. I’ll
try yours. Let’s cooperate on health care.’’
Another million Americans in working fami-
lies lost their health insurance last year.
Farmers in this State and throughout this
country pay astronomical rates for their
health insurance. It isn’t right. It isn’t fair.
I had a plan so that farmers and small busi-
ness people could buy health insurance at
the same rates that those of us in the Federal
Government and people that work for big
corporations do. And they refused to cooper-
ate because Mr. Kristol told them it was bad
politics. He said—he released his memo.
Folks in Washington, one thing I’ll say about
them, they’re not humble. They’ll tell you
right what they’re up to. [Laughter]

He released this memo, and the memo
said, ‘‘You folks cannot cooperate with this
President on health care because if this coun-
try solves the health care problem, the mid-
dle class will go back to voting for the Demo-
crats. So at all costs, never mind the con-
sequences, kill health care.’’ That’s what they
said in the crime debate. They intimidated
their Members of Congress. They said,
‘‘Whatever you do, don’t vote for this crime
bill. Our job is not to reduce crime. Our job
is to beat the Democrats.’’ You don’t have
to take my word for it. You remember what
Congressman Grandy said. He said that he
was ordered not to cooperate on health care.

So now they’ve got this plan on farm sub-
sidies, and they say, ‘‘We’re just practicing
election-year scare tactics.’’ Well, you look
at their contract, the contract that Neal
Smith’s opponent signed and that some of
these other folks’ opponents signed and that
they’ll all be ordered to vote for, over 300
of them. Here’s what the contract says—now,
pay attention. The contract says, ‘‘Vote for
the Republicans, put us in charge in Wash-
ington, and here is what we will do: We’ll
give everybody a tax cut, but mostly people
in upper income groups; they’ll get 70 per-
cent of it. We will increase defense; we will
bring back Star Wars; and we will balance
the budget.’’ Well, how much does that cost?
‘‘A trillion dollars.’’ How are you going to pay
for it? ‘‘We’ll tell you after the election.’’
[Laughter]

I’ll tell you how you’re going to pay for
it. We had a study done. The House Budget
Committee did a study. A trillion dollars,
there’s only one way to pay for it. You’ve got
to cut everything else 20 percent across the
board, Social Security, Medicare, farm pro-
grams, veterans benefits, college loans—20
percent, $2,000 a Social Security recipient a
year. And boy, they squealed like a pig under
a gate when we said that. If you take out
Social Security, you know what you have to
do? Cut everything else 30 percent across
the board.

And if they’re not serious, then what does
that mean? If they’re not serious, it means
just what Tom Harkin said. We’re going right
back to where we were in the eighties. We’re
going to explode the deficit again. We’re
going to bury our kids in a mountain of debt.
We’re going to ship our jobs overseas, and
people will be shipping out of Iowa all over
again. No, thank you, we tried that. We want
to go forward. We know better than that.

Now, I read coming in here—they always
try to prepare me, and I read Congressman
Smith’s opponent, when Neal pointed this
out that he’d signed this contract and he
pointed out what the consequences were, he
just went nuts and ran a television ad saying
it was a lie. Well, it’s not a lie. It’s the truth.
I know he is a plastic surgeon, but there are
some things you cannot make pretty, and this
contract is one of them. This contract will
perform reverse plastic surgery on America.
And we don’t want it, and you don’t want
it. And you need to send Neal Smith back
to Congress so he can fight it.

You don’t have to take my word for it.
Look what Mr. Grandy said about it. He said
it’s the crassest kind of politics. ‘‘How may
times,’’ I quote, ‘‘how many times does the
elixir salesman show up with a hair tonic be-
fore people figure out this stuff doesn’t
work?’’ Do not be suckered.

Senator Warren Rudman, the former Re-
publican Senator from New Hampshire, very
prominent in deficit-reduction efforts in the
Congress before he retired, a really old-fash-
ioned Republican who believed in working
with Democrats and sticking up for what he
believed in, said the other day, ‘‘I guess you’d
have to give the Democrats the credit for
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reducing the deficit and managing the econ-
omy. All the Republicans were against it.’’
That’s what the Republicans are saying, the
mainstream, old-fashioned Republicans who
are also mortified by what is going on today.

Folks, we’ve got to stand up against this.
We are going forward in jobs. We are going
forward in reducing the deficit. We are going
forward in helping families with things like
family leave and immunizations and ex-
panded Head Start and the tax breaks for
working people. We are going forward with
welfare reform. We are going forward with
the crime bill. We are going forward to make
this world a better place. We have reduced
the nuclear threat. For the first time since
nuclear weapons were developed, there are
no missiles pointed at the children of Iowa
and the United States. And North Korea has
committed itself to be checked and not to
become a nuclear state.

And we are expanding the trade opportu-
nities through NAFTA, through GATT,
through the trip I’m about to take to the Far
East after the election. We are breaking
down barriers to American products and
American services. We are standing up for
peace and democracy from South Africa to
South Korea, to the Persian Gulf, to the Mid-
dle East, to Haiti to Northern Ireland—ev-
erywhere. This country is leading a move-
ment inside and outside the world to a more
prosperous and a more peaceful level. And
we are challenging the American people to
make the most of their own capacities and
to assume responsibility for their lives.

So you have a choice. Will you be for the
progress that we are making, or will you go
back? Will you be for the hope that we are
promoting, or for the fear that they are pan-
dering to? Will you be for what is best in
us, or will you be for their easy promises and
their cynicism? You know, these elections are
going to be determined, in large measure,
by the state of mind people are in when they
go to the polls next Tuesday. We’re out here
telling people, ‘‘This is a great country, we
can do better. We are doing better. But we’ve
dealt with 30 years of social problems, 20
years of economic problems, 12 years of
trickle-down economics. And in 21 months,
we’re moving things in the right direction.’’
[Applause] Thank you. They’re saying,

‘‘We’ve still got problems. Be mad. Vote
against them. Vote for us. Look at our prom-
ises.’’

Those of us who are parents in the audi-
ence today, we know that one of the first
things we have to teach our children when
they get old enough to understand it is not
to make important decisions when they’re
mad, isn’t it? How many times, those of you
who are like me and can still remember your
childhood, just barely, did your mama or
daddy say to you, ‘‘When you’re mad, count
10 before you say anything’’? Their theory
is, count one and vote no. [Laughter] That’s
what their theory is. They don’t want you to
think. They don’t want you to feel. They want
you to lash out. We have to say no, we’re
better than that.

I just came home from this unbelievable
opportunity I had to represent you and our
country in the Middle East; to witness the
signing of the peace agreement between
Israel and Jordan because of the role the
United States played in making that peace;
to see our young men and women in uniform
in the deserts of Kuwait; to look into the faces
of millions and millions and millions of peo-
ple from six other countries who saw in me
and in them the promise of America. And
let me tell you something, folks, outside this
country, people are not cynical about this
country. They know America is a very great
nation, leading the world to a better future.

And so I ask you, I ask you to think about
that. Out here today, we’re all preaching to
the saved. But tomorrow there will be other
voters you can talk to, you can talk to for
Bonnie Campbell, you can talk to for Neal
Smith, you can talk to for these other fine
people running for Congress. They need you,
and the stakes are high, and America needs
them. We are moving forward, we have al-
ways been a country moving forward. We are
taking on problems that the other guys ig-
nored for years and years and years. And yes,
sometimes it’s messy, and sometimes it’s
hard, and challenges are not as easy to hear
as easy promises. But you know this is a chal-
lenging time. And I’m telling you, the best
days of this country are still before us if we
take up these challenges. Stick with these
people. Go forward. Vote for hope. Vote for
tomorrow.
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Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:20 p.m. at the
Des Moines International Airport.

Statement on the Flood and Fire
Disaster in Durunka, Egypt
November 3, 1994

I am deeply saddened to learn of the disas-
ter in the Egyptian town of Durunka, as well
as storm damage in other parts of the coun-
try. Mrs. Clinton and I join all Americans
in extending our condolences to the families
of the victims of this tragedy.

We are grateful for the warm welcome of-
fered to us by the Egyptian people during
our recent visit. I have instructed the U.S.
Agency for International Development to
offer cooperation and assistance to Egyptian
relief operations. The people of Egypt can
be sure that their American friends will stand
by them in coping with the aftermath of this
terrible event.

Proclamation 6753—National Family
Caregivers Week, 1994
November 3, 1994

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The number of Americans aged 65 or

older is increasing steadily. In 1992, seniors
represented 12.7 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation—about one in every eight Americans.
Americans are living longer, healthier lives
than at any other time in our history, yet one-
third of older people evaluate their health
as only fair or poor. About 6.1 million senior
citizens have disabilities that leave them in
need of regular care and help with their daily
tasks.

When someone we love becomes ill, has
an accident, or needs assistance, we can all
become caregivers at a moment’s notice.
Care is usually provided by family members,
often wives, daughters, and daughters-in-law,
who may sacrifice their own employment op-
portunities to bring joy and comfort into the
lives of loved ones. Selflessly offering their

energy and love to those in need, family care-
givers have earned our heartfelt gratitude
and profound respect.

Caregivers understand how much we need
and depend on one another. Indeed, Ameri-
cans understand that our strength as a Nation
has always flowed from the sturdy bonds of
family. In recognition of this fact, we all must
work harder to ensure that our Nation’s care-
givers receive the support and assistance they
deserve.

The Congress, by Public Law 103-319, has
designated November 20, 1994 through No-
vember 26, 1994, as ‘‘National Family Care-
givers Week’’ and has authorized and re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim the week of November
20-26, 1994, as National Family Caregivers
Week and call upon all government agencies
and the people of the United States to ob-
serve this week with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of November, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:15 p.m., November 3, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 7.

Remarks at a Reception for
Democratic Candidates
in Des Moines
November 4, 1994

Boy, I like being here. When I got off the
airplane today and I thanked the people at
the airport rally for giving me a drier recep-
tion than I had the last time—[Laughter]—
I began to think about all the times I’ve been
to Iowa and how every time I come away
with a renewed energy, a renewed connec-
tion to the people of this country, a renewed
sense of energy that I can make a difference
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because of the feelings, the spirit, the char-
acter of the people I sense here. And I just
want to thank you for that.

I was listening to Tom give a sermon up
here. [Laughter] And I was thinking, you
know, Harkin just has no strong feelings
about anything. [Laughter] You never know
how he stands, doesn’t have any energy for
the task at hand. [Laughter] I’ll tell you what,
if the rest of us had half as much energy
and conviction as he did, this country would
have about half as many problems as it has.

I want every one of you to know that he
has been in ways that have been public, like
the fight on ethanol, in ways that haven’t
been so public, like the fight to get more
money into health research, more money into
projects to look into women’s health, more
money into the general development of our
educational emphasis in all areas of research,
he has made a critical difference not only
for the people of Iowa but for the people
of the United States. I don’t know what I
would have done without him last year.

Let me also tell you, I am honored to be
here with Bonnie Campbell for many, many
reasons. The first is, we do have an affinity
for the same kinds of issues, and I understand
what it takes to be a Governor. I had the
privilege of being elected several times to be
Governor of my State. I loved that job. On
the really tough days in Washington, I some-
times think it’s the best job I ever had.
[Laughter] One nice thing about it was that
it was a lot harder for people to separate me
from my constituents and to sort of turn my
positions upside down than it is when you’re
President, you’re in Washington, and you’re
a long way from the 255 million or so folks
you represent.

But it’s a wonderful job. A Governor has
to embody the hopes and the spirit and set
the course for a State. The economic policies
a Governor follows make a difference. The
United States can shape the economy of any
State and region, but how well it really does
depends in part on the decisions that are
made State by State. She has a strategy that
I think is a very good and sensible one to
build more high-wage jobs here, to deal with
the problems of rural areas that have been
left behind even in times of economic recov-
ery. She cares about things that will help fam-

ilies and help people raise their kids. She’s
right. I’m doing my best to stiffen child sup-
port enforcement. I’m doing my best to radi-
cally change the welfare system in this coun-
try. I’m doing my best to have the criminal
justice system deal with crime in the streets
but also with crimes against women and chil-
dren where they live; I think that’s important.

To be a really great Governor, you have
to have a strong sense of partnership as well
as leadership. You have to be a leader and
a partner. Your people, first and foremost,
have to feel connected to you. They have to
feel that you carry their hopes and their
dreams and their best values, that you’re both
strong and compassionate. Then you have to
be able to work with people in the legislature
who often disagree with you in a spirit of
good humor and good will and continuing
confidence that at least you have the right
motivations. And it helps if you have a part-
ner in the White House and if you really are
working together to take responsibility in-
stead of to place blame. And for all those
reasons, I think she would be an absolutely
superb Governor for this State.

You know, I was just asked today about—
I did a little set of television interviews before
I came out here, and one of the people asked
me, said, ‘‘Well, how do you explain this voter
alienation that they say is as deep as it’s been
in 15 years when the economy was spinning
out of control and now the economy is doing
well.’’ And I said, ‘‘Well, one thing is a lot
of people still have a lot of personal problems
even though the economy is picking up and
we passed the crime bill, a lot of people still
feel personally insecure in this economy and
personally insecure on their streets, so they
haven’t felt the impact of the work we’ve
done. But for another, it is just in fashion
to be as negative as possible today, isn’t it?
We’re just bathed with negative information.
It blows away the positive. Very often in our
communications, in the way we get our infor-
mation, we hear it in attack form where peo-
ple are screaming at each other and down
at each other instead of talking to one an-
other about their differences and our com-
mon problems. And in election times, as a
matter of survival, even the most positive of
candidates have to defend themselves from
the most negative of ads.’’
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But what I want to say to you today is that
we need more responsibility in this country
both from our leaders and from our citizens
because cynicism is, more than anything else,
a state of mind. Most of you probably will
remember that—it’s been almost a year ago
now that my mother passed away. And I miss
her, I think, most of all in election seasons
because this is the first campaign season I’ve
been involved in in a long time where she
hasn’t been there.

My mother was widowed three times, in-
cluding once before I was born. And she had
a lot of tough problems in her life. And hon-
est to goodness, if I behaved the way some
of these people in public life do today—
[laughter]—doing nothing but spreading
cynicism, being negative, pointing the finger
of blame—and she were around, she would
whip me, as old as I am. [Laughter] I never
saw the like of it, all these people in positions
of power and responsibility, and all they want
to do is blame somebody else for their prob-
lems.

This is a great country. You heard Tom
Harkin talking about what the United States
has done just recently to restore democracy
in Haiti, to work for peace in Northern Ire-
land after hundreds of years of the Catholics
and Protestants fighting each other, to stand
up against aggression in the Persian Gulf, to
help to make peace between Israel and Jor-
dan, to facilitate the peace between Israel
and the PLO, to work to finish the job in
the Middle East, to work to diffuse the nu-
clear threat in North Korea. And for the first
time since the dawn of the nuclear age, there
are no Russian missiles pointed at the chil-
dren of Iowa. This is a great country.

And while we have reduced the nuclear
threat, we have expanded trade opportunities
through NAFTA, through the GATT agree-
ment. When the election is over I have to
go all the way to Indonesia, dead tired, to
try to meet with the leaders of the Asian
countries. Do you know why I’m going over
there? Because it’s the fastest growing part
of the world economically and because I
want them to buy more American products.
And it’s important to our future.

This country, for all of our problems, is
in better shape than it was 21 months ago
when I took office. Every conceivable

thing—[applause]. And I’ve already told you,
there are a lot of problems. The Bible says
there will be problems even until the end
of time. The issue is are we doing our part
to go in the right direction, to make progress,
to move forward. That is the test.

We are moving forward on the economy.
The unemployment rate has dropped across
the country. We’ve got 4.6 million new jobs.
We have more high-wage jobs this year than
in the previous 5 years combined. Our econ-
omy has been rated in the annual vote of
international economists as the most produc-
tive in the world for the first time in 9 years.
And for the first time in 15 years, American
auto companies have sold more cars world-
wide than Japanese companies.

We are moving forward. We’re moving for-
ward on the deficit. Our opponents cursed
the deficit and exploded it. We have said,
‘‘Why don’t we quit whining about it and do
something about it?’’ Our opponents cursed
the Government and put all their political
appointments in all the jobs they could get
in before I took office. They talked bad about
the Government, but they were there when
the checks were written. [Laughter] We, the
Democrats, have reduced the size of the
Federal Government by 70,000. We have re-
duced Federal regulation, saving billions of
dollars for people. And we have taken the
money that we got from the savings and given
it to you to fight crime in the streets of Iowa
and every other State in the United States.

They said they were for family values. We
said, we appreciate that, but our Government
follows the policies that hurt families. We
passed the family and medical leave law,
which my opponent vetoed at least once,
maybe twice, I can’t remember. We passed
the bill to immunize all kids under the age
of 2 by 1996. We expanded Head Start. We
gave tax cuts to 15 million working families
with children in the home, because we don’t
think people who work full-time and have
kids at home should live in poverty. The tax
system should lift them out, not put them
down.

And yes, I tried to solve the health care
problem in America, and I’m proud of it. The
day after Senator Mitchell said we couldn’t
pass a health care bill this year, the news-
papers were once again filled with the stories:
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More Americans are losing their health in-
surance. Middle class people are having to
pay more for less health care. The costs of
health care are running through the roof. The
Government deficit will start going up again
in a couple of years even if we cut everything
else because health care costs are exploding.
America spends 40 percent more than any
other country, can’t figure out how to keep
working people secure. This is the fact.

What I tried to do was give you a private
system that would let farmers and small busi-
ness people buy health insurance on the
same terms that people like Tom Harkin and
I can get it from the Federal Government
or people that work for big companies can
get it. That’s what I tried to do.

And by the time the interest groups that
are making a killing out of the present system
got through spending a couple of hundred
million dollars, they had me giving a big Gov-
ernment program and a thousand-page bill
that gave people a headache and convinced
them they were going to lose what they got.
It wasn’t true, but they did a good job of
it. So we have to find another way to come
back and convince the American people we
are not going to have the Government take
over health care, but we do think every
American who goes to work should know
they’re not going to lose their health care;
they can keep what they’ve got. They ought
to be able to buy it at a fair price, and if
they don’t have it, they ought to be able to
get it.

We had a million people in working fami-
lies, not people on welfare, people in working
families lose their health insurance. This is
the only country in the whole world with an
advanced economy where the percentage of
people working with children in their homes
with health insurance has gone down for 10
years in a row now, the only one. I say we
can do better than that, and we ought to.

But even there we are making progress.
Never before in the history of the country
has a bill to do that even gotten to the floor
of both Houses of Congress. So you have to
say, ‘‘Well, people are cynical.’’ ‘‘Well, they’re
frustrated.’’ ‘‘Well, they get a lot of negative
information.’’ ‘‘Well, they still have prob-
lems.’’ All that is true: People will always have
problems. I say, what is the issue?

We’re moving forward on jobs, forward on
the deficit, forward on reducing the Govern-
ment and giving the money back to you to
fight crime, forward on crime, forward on
issues that help working families. The world
is more peaceful. It is more prosperous. We
are moving in the right direction. We do not
need to turn back. We need to stay with the
people and the course that is moving this
country forward. That is what we are doing.

We are going to decide next Tuesday
whether we’re going to keep going forward
or turn back, whether we’re going to vote
for hope over fear, whether we’re going to
vote for responsibility over blame. I have
challenged the American people to do what
is best, which means not only having the
Government do something for you but hav-
ing people do something for themselves.
Nearly everything I have done simply em-
powers people to take more responsibility for
themselves. That’s about all the Government
can do these days. And that’s what we ought
to be doing. I don’t know anybody who wants
a handout, unless they are flat on their back
and can’t do for themselves. That’s what
we’re trying to do. We’re trying to empower
the American people to make the most of
their own lives.

The other side has come out with a con-
tract. They talk so tough, and they cuss the
Government, but what does their contract
do? It’s nothing but a big Government give-
away. They want to give a tax cut, most of
it to real rich people, but they’ll give the rest
of you a pittance. They want to get you to
vote, too. They figure if you’re cynical
enough, you’ll say, ‘‘Oh, well, rich people al-
ways get more. I’ll get a dollar and a half.’’
[Laughter] So they promised everybody a tax
cut, promised defense increases, promised to
bring up Star Wars and balance the budget
in 5 years. That’s their deal. That is the tough,
strong, responsible Republican Party plat-
form. [Laughter] And we say, ‘‘Well, okay,
how are you going to pay for it?’’ ‘‘We’ll tell
you after the election, but meanwhile, we’re
going to blame you for the problems we cre-
ated in the 12 years before you showed up.’’
[Laughter] That’s their deal. That’s their
deal.

I’ll tell you how this contract is going to
go down if they gain in the Congress. There
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are only two options if they get their way.
If they slash taxes with the deficit like it is,
give 70 percent of the benefits to the wealthi-
est Americans, have a big increase in defense,
big increase in Star Wars, and commit to bal-
ance the budget, there are only two options.

First of all, if they’re telling the truth, the
only way they can do it is to cut everything
20 percent across the board. That’s $2,000
per person for everybody in Iowa on Social
Security a year. If they say, ‘‘Oh, we never
said we’d cut Social Security,’’ then they have
to cut everything else in the Government 30
percent. That’s a 30 percent cut in Medicare
for every elderly person. That’s a 30 percent
cut in all the farm programs, regardless of
what happens to the farmers. That’s a 30 per-
cent cut in veterans benefits. That’s a 30 per-
cent cut in middle class college loans. The
other possibility is that they were kidding.
[Laughter] Right? Now if they were kidding,
what you get is exploding the deficit, putting
a terrible burden on our children, shipping
our jobs overseas again, running people out
of Iowa, running the economy in the ditch,
putting us right back where we were in the
1980’s with trickle-down economics. Those
are the options.

Why are they making any headway at all?
Because when people are cynical and mad,
they don’t always think straight. And I don’t
mean this to insult the American people. I’m
just telling you, the people of this country,
this is a great country, they almost always
do the right thing. But it is very important
for you not to let people vote just their cyni-
cism and their anger.

What is the test of our administration?
Have we done everything right? No. If you
make as many decisions as I do, you take
on as many fights as I do, you’ll make a mis-
take now and then. Have we won every fight?
No. But do you know what the objective—
so they show? That for the third time only
since World War II, we’ve had 2 years in
which a Congress supported a President in
more than 80 percent of the initiatives the
President asked the Congress to pass—for
the third time since World War II.

And people say, ‘‘Well, it doesn’t make a
difference.’’ Don’t tell me it doesn’t make
a difference. It does make a difference
whether you put the deficit down or up. It

does make a difference whether we’re taking
a serious approach to crime. It does make
a difference whether your policies expand
trade and create jobs for America. It does
make a difference whether people can take
a little time off when their babies are born
or their parents are sick. It does make a dif-
ference whether kids in this country are im-
munized at the same rate other children are
in other countries. It does make a difference
whether poor children get to go to Head
Start or not. It does make a difference. It
matters. It matters. It matters.

So I go back to the cynicism issue. Mrs.
Roosevelt said once that you could spend
your whole life battling all the demons in the
dark, or you could just walk across the room
and flip on the light switch. [Laughter] What
you folks need to do for Bonnie Campbell,
for Neal Smith, for Dave Nagle, for all these
other candidates, is to walk across the room
and flip on the light switch in Iowa between
now and Tuesday. That’s what you need to
do.

I’m telling you, if my mother were here,
that’s what she’d say. She’d say, ‘‘You’re the
President. You don’t have to blame anybody
else. You’re taking responsibility. Get out
there and tell people what you’ve done.’’ I
have reached out my hand to these Repub-
licans; I have asked them to work with us,
but what have they done? They have con-
stantly said no. They have constantly said no.
I think the Republican leader is here today.
And I don’t know if anybody asked him about
the comments of Mr. Kristol, that he was
going to call for eliminating the farm support
programs as soon as the election was over.
That’s the way they do it. [Laughter]

But that’s what he said. And Mr. Kristol
is the same fellow that told them that they
shouldn’t cooperate with us on health care.
And then he proudly released the memo and
said, ‘‘You can’t cooperate with the Demo-
crats on health care. If you do and you solve
the health care crisis, the middle class will
support the Democrats again. If you leave
it like it is, we’ll be able to upset the middle
class, and we’ll keep them voting for us, but
tell them the Democrats don’t share their
values. They’re aliens.’’ [Laughter] And then
he was so proud of it, they released it.
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They’re not even ashamed of it. I’d feel bet-
ter if they were a little ashamed of it. He’s
the same fellow that says they’re going to gut
the farm prices.

Well, he did what they told him to—they
did what he told them to do on health care.
You ask Tom Harkin. At the end of the last
session of the Congress, they killed campaign
finance reform; they killed lobbying reform;
they killed the Superfund legislation to clean
up toxic waste dumps. That was amazing.
Wasn’t anybody in America against it—
[laughter]—except slightly more than 40 Re-
publican Senators and the House leadership.
We have the chemical companies, the labor
unions, and the Sierra Club for it. You
couldn’t get them to agree on when the Sun’s
coming up tomorrow. [Laughter] But they
wanted us to do this, but they would have
rather left the poison in the ground than let
Tom Harkin and Neal Smith come home and
say, ‘‘We helped to clean it up.’’

Now, folks, we have a fundamental choice
here: whether we’re going to vote for people
to assume responsibility and roll up their
sleeves and do what Americans have always
done or people that sit around and point the
finger, whether we’re going to vote for hope
over fear, whether we’re going to keep going
forward or turn back.

I want you to imagine on a Tuesday every
American is sitting at home looking at their
television and the movie on the television is
the story of America. And on election day
every American’s got the remote control in
his or her hand. You can push forward. You
can push fast forward if you want to—[laugh-
ter]—or you can push reverse. Now, that’s
what it is.

And when Tom Harkin asks you to go out
between now and election day and call your
friends on the phone, I think you ought to
go out and find people who haven’t made
up their mind in this Governor’s race and
these other races and have a cup of coffee
with them, and sit down and say, ‘‘Listen,
I understand you’re mad, you’re cynical, and
you’re upset.’’ The first thing you try to teach
your kids as soon as they’re old enough to
understand it is never to make a decision
when you’re mad. How many parents, how
many times have you said to your child, ‘‘If
you’re really mad, count to 10 before you

say or do anything’’? How many times have
every one of us made a mistake in this room
because we said or did something before we
got to four? [Laughter] What the Repub-
licans want is for you to get to one and go
out in a snit and vote for them. And what
you can do as a friend and a neighbor is to
say, ‘‘Look, you’ve got the remote control in
your hand. Push forward! Vote for Bonnie
Campbell. Vote for your children. Vote for
hope. Vote for tomorrow.’’

This is a great country. If we only saw our-
selves as others see us, we would know that.
This is a very great country. Thank you, and
God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7 p.m. in the Hotel
Savery. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks on Employment Statistics
and an Exchange With Reporters in
Duluth, Minnesota
November 4, 1994

The President. Good morning, everyone.
I have always thought the best social policy
was a good job. And with our national eco-
nomic strategy that was adopted last year by
Congress, we have been creating millions of
those jobs.

Today we can see that in the report that
the Nation’s unemployment rate has fallen
to 5.8 percent, its lowest level in 4 years. And
while we still have more work to do to make
this economy, work for all Americans, it’s
clear that progress has been made. While we
have been shrinking the Government and re-
ducing the deficit, America has been growing
the economy. More than 5 million new jobs
have been created in the last 21 months,
more jobs in high-wage industries this year
alone than in the previous 5 years combined.

Had we listened to the doubters, this
progress never would have been made.
Those who opposed our economic plan ar-
gued that growth would stall, that jobs would
be lost, that the deficit would go up. They
were plain wrong. We have delivered what
the American people have long wanted:
lower deficits, $100 billion lower than pre-
dicted; strong growth, nearly 4 percent a year
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since I assumed office; and with the new revi-
sion, over 5 million jobs, 5 times as many
per month as were created in the previous
administration.

Of course the real heroes in all this are
the American people, the workers and their
firms who have made America the most com-
petitive economy in the world, the heroes in
the auto industries whose facilities are filled
today with more workers than they’ve had
since 1979. And for the first time since 1979,
American automobile companies have out-
sold their Japanese competitors all around
the world. The heroes are the people who
are working full-time, even though they live
on modest wages.

This improving employment picture is, in
short, a credit to the hard work and the re-
sponsibility and the productivity of working
Americans, as well as to the partnership that
our Government has established with the pri-
vate sector. We have to continue with this
economic policy that puts people first. It is
working.

Social Security
Q. Mr. President, Haley Barbour says

you’re telling a big, bald-faced lie when you
say the Republicans intend to cut Social Se-
curity benefits, sir. Are you playing fair? Are
you telling the truth?

The President. Well, why don’t you ask
Mr. Barbour what his position is? They want
to have it all ways. They’re out here now run-
ning ads criticizing this economic plan, which
has plainly played a role in this terrific recov-
ery we have. They’re playing to the worst in-
stincts of the American people.

With their contract, what have they tried
to do? They have made one trillion dollars’
worth of promises. Now, you don’t have to
take my word for it; look at the study done
by the House Budget Committee. Mr.
Barbour has the following options if they in-
tend to keep their promise—huge tax cuts,
spending increases, balance the budget. The
following are his options: You can cut every-
thing 20 percent across the board, which is
a $2,000-a-person-a-year Social Security cut.
If you say, well, I don’t want to cut Social
Security, then you cut everything else 30 per-
cent across the board, including Medicare.
You devastate Medicare, veterans benefits,

the agriculture programs, and much of the
other good things done by the National Gov-
ernment.

Of course, there’s always the possibility
that Haley Barbour’s right, they’re just going
to deliver the goodies and forget about pay-
ing for them, in which case you go right back
to the 1980’s, exploding deficits, shipping our
jobs overseas, putting our economy in the
ditch. This economy is growing. We are mov-
ing in the right direction because we have
played on America’s strengths. I’m interested
in making this country strong; they’re inter-
ested in talking tough and acting weak. And
their weakness made this economy weak.
They were weak when they were in office.
They were weak; they let this deficit get out
of control. They stopped investing in our fu-
ture. They didn’t expand trade as they should
have. They behaved in a weak fashion. They
talked tough; they played to the fears of the
American people. They are very, very good
at it. But they did not build America’s
strength. I’m interested in this country being
strong at home with good jobs, strong fami-
lies, safe streets, and strong abroad. And that
is what this election ought to be about.

Midterm Elections

Q. Mr. President, in these final days be-
fore the election, you’re focusing in on Min-
nesota and Michigan, California, Washington
State. But you’re avoiding a lot of other
States where there are some very close con-
tests, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Florida.
Why aren’t you going to those States instead
of coming to these States twice?

The President. First of all, I’m going
where I think I can do the most good. Sec-
ondly, in Tennessee, the Vice President, who
is from Tennessee, has been there and is
going back and is spending a lot of time.
We’re practicing division of labor. I’ve been
to Florida; I’ve done, I think, all the good
I can do there. I also think, in the Federal
races, I can have more impact than in the
State races. So I’m doing the best I can with
the limited time we have. I have a vigorous
schedule. We’re going back to Michigan.
We’re going to try to make one or two other
States, too, before the end. But I’m doing
what I think is most important.
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Secondly, I believe that thanks to you, all
of you, that wherever I go the most important
thing is to get the message out, get the mes-
sage to the American people that we have
made a good beginning in these last 21
months, that we are dealing with problems
that accumulated for years before I took of-
fice, that I don’t pretend that we have solved
all the problems. I know there are still things
to do, but we ought to keep going forward,
not turn back. That message goes across
America no matter where I am.

Michael and Alexander Smith

Q. Mr. President, the Nation has been
stunned by the news of the deaths of these
two children in South Carolina. Do you have
any reflections on that this morning?

The President. Well, I think like every
American, especially every parent, I have fol-
lowed this gripping incident, and it’s been
a heartbreaking thing. I think today what I
would like to do is to say a word of encour-
agement to the people of Union, the people
of the community, beginning with the sheriff
and all the law enforcement officials, all the
children who prayed, all the people who
worked to try to recover those children.

It is very important that they not, in any
way, feel that their efforts are diminished.
The American people looked on them with
enormous admiration, the way they pulled
together across racial and other lines, the way
they tried to find those children, the way they
worked to get to an answer, the way they
prayed for the safety of the children. I just
don’t want them to believe that somehow
what the mother did in any way diminishes
the quality, the character, the courage of
what they did.

And so my thoughts and prayers are with
them today. And I would hope the American
people would feel that way as well. I think
we were all moved and deeply impressed by
how that community responded, and this
awful turn of events cannot undermine that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. at the
Holiday Inn. In his remarks, he referred to Haley
Barbour, Republican National Committee chair-
man.

Interview With Jim Dunbar of KGO
Radio, San Francisco, California
November 4, 1994

Jim Dunbar. Good morning, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. How are you?

Health Care Reform
Mr. Dunbar. I’m Jim Dunbar, and I’m

just fine. And it’s a privilege having the op-
portunity to talk to you. I’ve got a couple
of questions that I hope you haven’t heard
thus far this morning.

Yesterday it was announced that the First
Lady was stepping aside as the administra-
tion’s main point person on health care re-
form. Sir, is this a concession on your part
that maybe she was just a little too visible
in her efforts to get the health care package
through Congress?

The President. No. I don’t think that’s
right at all. What happened, I think—keep
in mind, we took this health care debate fur-
ther than it had ever been taken in American
history. For 60 years, Presidents have tried
to solve the health care problem, to secure
the health insurance of people who had it,
and to cover—help people who didn’t and
to bring costs in line. And for 60 years, they
failed because of the power of the organized
health care interests. This is the first time
we ever got a bill to both Houses of the Con-
gress. We could have passed the bill this year
if the Republicans had been willing to work
with us in a bipartisan manner. But they
abandoned their commitment to health care
reform and decided to play politics with it
instead.

Mr. Dunbar. Are you going to let it rest
for awhile, or are you going to go right back
at it?

The President. No, we’re going to try to—
what I have to do now is to figure out how
we can go at it in a way that will make our
plan less vulnerable to the $200 million or
so that was spent to characterize it as a big
Government plan that reduces choices for
people who have health insurance. The truth
is, our plan lets you keep what you have. It
relies on private insurance, not the Govern-
ment, and it protects people from losing their
insurance. It covers people who don’t. And
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then it gives small business people and farm-
ers and individual people the opportunity to
buy health care on the same basis as people
who are in big businesses or Government.
That’s what we need to do.

And I just need to go back at it in a way
that is less vulnerable to the interest groups
attacking it. But let me say, it’s come out
just since we stopped our health care efforts,
because we couldn’t pass it through Con-
gress, another million Americans in working
families lost their health insurance last year.
We are the only advanced country in the
world, the only one, where people under the
age of 65 are losing ground in health care
coverage, where every year a lot of folks are
paying more and more for less coverage,
every year more and more people are losing
their coverage. And we’re also spending
more for health care by far than anybody
else. The money is going primarily to people
in the middle, to clerical costs and insurance
companies and what the doctors and hos-
pitals and the others have to spend to keep
up with the mindless paperwork of the way
we finance the health care system.

So we can’t walk away from it. It’s killing
the budget. It’s bad for the economy. It’s
hurting working people. We’re going to have
to face up to it. I just have to find a way
to do it that makes it less vulnerable to the
insurance company attack that it’s a big Gov-
ernment plan.

Midterm Elections
Q. Mr. President, I only have 5 minutes

here, and I do have a couple more questions.
You hear a charge in California—we know
you’re heading here and going to be here
over the weekend, and we’re glad to have
you—but you hear a charge that Michael
Huffington is buying his way into the Senate.
But I point out that Dianne Feinstein, Sen-
ator Feinstein, has spent about $15 million
in her efforts to keep that seat. And both
would argue that they’re doing it because the
other fellow is. Is there some way we could
put a cap on that so that being elected to
Congress doesn’t come down to the guy with
the most money?

The President. Well, I certainly think we
should. But to be fair, Senator Feinstein’s
had to raise a lot of money because Mr. Huff-

ington said he’d spend however much of his
personal fortune he had to to buy the seat.
And the really terrifying thing is that since
people are awash in information these nega-
tive ads have an incredibly disproportionate
influence over what they should. And people
have no way of knowing whether the infor-
mation’s even true or not. So it’s a terrible,
terrible thing.

I tried to pass a campaign finance reform
bill through Congress, and the Republican
Senators killed it at the end of the last legisla-
tion session. We could have had campaign
finance reform, but they had the power to
filibuster it, delay it, and kill it. And they did.

The Supreme Court has said that we can-
not legally stop a wealthy person from spend-
ing all the money that he or she wants on
a campaign. So the only way to discourage
a wealthy person from doing that is to put
limits on spending and then say if you go
over these limits, we’re going to set aside a
fund, and your opponent gets a dollar for
every dollar you spend over it. That would
remove the incentive to do that and encour-
age people to be more efficient and to spend
more time answering questions and being
more positive.

I mean, these campaigns have just turned
into nothing more than multimillion dollar
negative-ad slugfests, and they don’t have—
very often they don’t have a lot to do with
what is going to happen the day after the
election. I mean, I think the best case for
Feinstein, for example, is that as far as I
know, she is the only Senator in my lifetime
who in only 2 years in the Senate, her first
2 years in the Senate, has sponsored three
major legislative initiatives, the assault weap-
ons ban, the requirement that there be a zero
tolerance for kids having guns in schools, and
the California desert bill, the biggest wilder-
ness preserve in the history of the country.
I know of no Senator in my lifetime who’s
done that. Now that, it seems to me, ought
to be an argument for giving her a 6-year
term. She did something in 2 years nobody
else has ever done, and she ought to get 6
to keep on helping California.

So to me—I would like to see these races
be more positive, talk about what ideas peo-
ple have to build the future and help people
and empower people to take responsibility
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for their lives. That seems to me to be what
we ought to be talking about.

Q. Mr. President, unfortunately our time
is up. We started our egg timer here 5 min-
utes ago, and it just went bing. And I agreed
with your folks to let you go.

You are welcome any time you’ve got a
little time to devote to answering questions.
You’re welcome any time on KGO. Thanks
so much.

The President. I’d love to do that. I’ll be
at the Kaiser Center in Oakland tomorrow
at 2 p.m., and I hope some of your listeners
will come out and see me.

Mr. Dunbar. We sure will. Thank you
very much, sir.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 10:35 a.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Holiday
Inn in Duluth, MN. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this interview.

Interview With Ken Minyard and
Roger Barkley of KABC Radio, Los
Angeles, California
November 4, 1994

Q. And now, ladies and gentlemen, the
President of the United States of America,
President Bill Clinton. We wanted to make—
you’re probably very happy today, Mr. Presi-
dent, given the unemployment figures, and
we thought bringing you on in this style
would be appropriate.

The President. Well, thank you very
much.

Q. You recognize that music, of course?
The President. I do. That’s what I played

on ‘‘Arsenio.’’
Q. That’s right. That’s right.
The President. Now, I’m supposed to say,

‘‘Great show,’’ aren’t I?
Q. Oh, yes. Let’s start from the beginning.

Ladies and gentlemen, the President of the
United States.

The President. Great show, Ken and
Barkley.

Q. Oh, thank you very much.
The President. I’ve got my lines down.
Q. You did it fine.
The President. You play my music; I do

your lines. It’s great.

Q. Yes, thank you very much. Mr. Presi-
dent, it’s a pleasure certainly for us to be
able to visit with you here. We were actually
broadcasting this program from your Inau-
guration on the morning of January 20, 1991.
We were in the big scaffolding thing that was
set up alongside the Capitol building where
all the photographers and other broadcasters
were. And you waved at us, I think. That
was a very nice thing.

The President. 1993. Yes, that was great.
Q. ’93. Yes, ’93. Excuse me, ’91. 1993.

Now, would you say as you look back on it,
nearly 2 years after that day, that you maybe
went into the office somewhat naive about
the reality of being President of the United
States?

The President. What do you mean by
that?

Q. Well, that the magnificence of that mo-
ment and the anticipation of the 4 years to
follow and, perhaps, 8, how tough it was
going to be. And then suddenly the reality
sets in that you’re dealing with Haiti and the
Middle East and all the things that have——

The President. I think to some—I think
I underestimated a couple of things. First of
all, the difficulty of having to manage both
a domestic and a foreign policy at the same
time when both needed so much change, be-
cause we need to be strong at home and
strong abroad and fighting for good jobs and
strong families and safe streets at home and
fighting for greater security and freedom and
democracy abroad, that’s something I under-
estimated.

The other thing I underestimated was the
extreme partisanship of the Republican con-
gressional leadership which we now know
from studies is the worst it’s been since
World War II. No President ever had to deal
with that.

Now, notwithstanding that, after the Con-
gress went home, we learned that this was
only the third time since World War II when
the Congress supported the President more
than 80 percent of the time. And so we were
able to have a historic reduction in the deficit
and to provide a dramatic increase in college
loans for middle class people and pass the
family leave law and the Brady bill and a dra-
matic crime bill and immunize the kids in
the country who are under 2 by 1996. We
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did a lot of profoundly important things, but
it was an extremely partisan and negative en-
vironment.

I also underestimated the extent to which
the communications in the country would
continue to be so combative and negative.
And I think that somehow unduly sours the
American people when the truth is that, for
all of our difficulties, this country’s in better
shape than it was 21 months ago. We’re
growing jobs at 5 times the rate of the pre-
vious 4 years. We’ve got over 5 million new
jobs in 21 months. I mean, we’re moving in
the right direction.

President’s Popularity
Q. With those accomplishments and a slew

of good economic indicators, it’s got to—
you’ve got to wonder, I would think, to say,
this is—we should be in great shape here.
My popularity should be at an all-time high,
and it’s not.

Although, by the way, I should point out
to you that Orange County Register this
morning opens this way in a story: ‘‘Who’s
the most popular politician these days in
California? President Clinton.’’ You emerged
on top of all the politicians. Pete Wilson,
Governor Wilson came in second.

Q. In a poll in Orange County?
Q. In Orange County Register and other

media outlets.
The President. Well, you know, for one

thing, I think if you look at the time in which
we live, the combative time in which we live
and the frustrations people are going
through, it’s hard for any incumbent politi-
cian to be popular.

Secondly, I have taken on a lot of tough
issues in a very short period of time. And
when you go through fights and you take on
a lot of strong interest groups—and we had
to take on tough interest groups to pass the
economic plan, to pass the college loan plan,
to pass the Brady bill, to pass the assault
weapons ban, to try to deal with the health
care issue—when you do these things, there
is—it’s also, while you’re doing it, it can be
very unsettling to people because all the
news they get is about the combat, the con-
flict, the things that are going on.

So I knew when I started this course that
I had to keep my eye on what America would

look like in the 21st century. And I had to
be willing to have some ups and downs in
popularity to try to solve the long-term prob-
lems of the country.

I just want the American people to know
that I have—every day I get up and go to
work and do the best I can trying to increase
their strength for the future, to give them
good jobs and safe streets and strong families
and to make us stronger in the world. And
I think we are getting stronger. We’re moving
in the right direction. And that’s my job.

And I tell everybody at the White House,
it’s not our job to worry about our popularity,
to worry about what the American people
think of us every day. But we have to think
of the American people every day. And in
the end, I think the approval ratings will
come out okay. But I’ve just got to get up
here and try to solve these problems. They’re
not easy; they’re not simple.

And the only thing that I regret is that
I have not been more successful in trying
to dissipate some of this kind of cynical and
negative atmosphere in which we operate
today because the truth is, this is a very great
country with enormous capacity to deal with
our problems. We are making progress; we
are moving forward. And we need to fight
the temptation to be full of self doubt. You
know, it just doesn’t belong in this country.

Q. What we’d, of course, like to talk to
the President of the United States about—
I know you’re on a short schedule, and you’re
going to be coming out to California. The
big issue we wanted to discuss is——

The President. Yes, I’ll be there today.
I’m going to have a rally late this afternoon
at City Hall.

Q. That’s right. Tonight, for Dianne Fein-
stein, right?

The President. Yes.
Q. But we also wanted to sometime tackle

the issue of Don Imus versus Ken and Bar-
kley, but we’ll do that another time.

The President. Well, you guys are doing
pretty well, I think.

Q. Yes, we are. We would hope, indeed,
that we’d have an opportunity to talk to you
again. Thank you, President Bill Clinton on
the Ken and Barkley Company.

The President. Thank you.
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NOTE: The interview began at 10:44 a.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Holiday
Inn in Duluth, MN. In his remarks, he referred
to radio personality Don Imus. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 29
In the morning, the President returned to

the White House from King Khalid Military
City, Saudi Arabia.

October 30
In the evening, the President and Hillary

Clinton attended the Ford’s Theatre Gala at
Ford’s Theatre.

October 31
In the morning, the President signed Cali-

fornia desert protection legisation at a signing
ceremony in the Oval Office. Following the
ceremony, he traveled to Philadelphia, PA,
where he attended a reception for Senator
Harris Wofford at City Hall.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Pittsburgh, PA, where he attended another
reception for Senator Harris Wofford at the
David Lawrence Convention Center.

In the evening, following the President’s
return to Washington, DC, he went to
McLean, VA, where he attended a fundraiser
for Senator Charles Robb at his residence.

November 1
In the morning, the President traveled to

Detroit, MI, where he attended a luncheon
for Senator Bob Carr at the Westin Hotel.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Cleveland, OH. Following his return to
Washington, DC, in the evening, he attended
a fundraiser for Democratic candidates Tom
Andrews and Charlie Oberly at the Hay
Adams Hotel.

November 2
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Providence, RI. In the evening, he attended
a rally for Democratic candidates and the
Rhode Island Democratic Coordinated Cam-
paign fundraiser dinner at the Rhode Island
Convention Center. Following the dinner, he
returned to Washington, DC.

November 3
In the morning, the President traveled to

Albany, NY, and, in the afternoon, to Des
Moines, IA. In the evening, he traveled to
Duluth, MN.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Alfred Lloyd Goldson as a member
of the National Cancer Advisory Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Waldemar Rojas to the President’s
Advisory Commission on Educational Excel-
lence for Hispanic Americans.

The White House announced the Presi-
dent has invited President Leonid Kuchma
of Ukraine to make a state visit to the U.S.
on November 21–23.

November 4
In the morning, the President participated

in a rally for Democratic candidates at the
University of Minnesota at Duluth. Follow-
ing the rally, he traveled to Los Alamitos,
CA. He then went to Los Angeles, CA, where
he participated in a Democratic candidate
rally at City Hall.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
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items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released October 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Chief of
Staff Leon Panetta and Assistant Director of
Protective Operations of the U.S. Secret
Service Richard Griffin on the shots fired at
the White House

Released October 30

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dee Dee Myers, Under Secretary of
the Treasury for Law Enforcement Ron
Noble, and Director of Protective Operations
of the U.S. Secret Service Richard Griffin
on the shots fired at the White House

Released October 31

Transcript of a press briefing by Treasury
Secretary Lloyd Bentsen on the study to re-
view security of the White House

Released November 1

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers announcing legislation signed by the
President

White House statement on supporting peace
in Northern Ireland

Statement by Press Secretary Dee Dee
Myers announcing that the Assistant to the
President for National Security Affairs, An-
thony Lake, will visit Haiti on November 2–
3

Released November 3

Transcript of a press briefing by Labor Sec-
retary Robert Reich and Assistant to the
President for Economic Policy Robert E.
Rubin on employment statistics

Fact sheet on Haiti

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved October 29

H.R. 2970 / Public Law 103–424
To reauthorize the Office of Special Counsel,
and for other purposes

Approved October 31

H.R. 3499 / Public Law 103–425
To amend the Defense Department Over-
seas Teachers Pay and Personnel Practices
Act

H.R. 3678 / Public Law 103–426
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
negotiate agreements for the use of Outer
Continental Shelf sand, gravel, and shell re-
sources

H.R. 4196 / Public Law 103–427
To ensure that timber-dependent commu-
nities adversely affected by the Forest Plan
for a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable
Environment qualify for loans and grants
from the Rural Development Administration

H.R. 4455 / Public Law 103–428
To authorize the Export-Import Bank of the
United States to provide financing for the ex-
port of nonlethal defense articles and defense
services the primary end use of which will
be for civilian purposes

H.R. 4778 / Public Law 103–429
To codify without substantive change recent
laws related to transportation and to improve
the United States Code

H.R. 5084 / Public Law 103–430
Census Address List Improvement Act of
1994

H.R. 5176 / Public Law 103–431
Ocean Pollution Reduction Act

H.R. 5252 / Public Law 103–432
Social Security Act Amendments of 1994

S. 21 / Public Law 103–433
To designate certain lands in the California
Desert as wilderness, to establish the Death
Valley and Joshua Tree National Parks, to es-
tablish the Mojave National Preserve, and for
other purposes
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S. 1146 / Public Law 103–434
To provide for the settlement of the water
rights claims of the Yavapai-Prescott Indian
Tribe in Yavapai County, Arizona, and for
other purposes

Approved November 2

H.R. 4709 / Public Law 103–435
To make certain technical corrections, and
for other purposes

H.R. 4757 / Public Law 103–436
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reserva-
tion Grand Coulee Dam Settlement Act

H.R. 4777 / Public Law 103–437
To make technical improvements in the
United States Code by amending provisions
to reflect the current names of congressional
committees

H.R. 4781 / Public Law 103–438
International Antitrust Enforcement Assist-
ance Act of 1994

H.R. 4814 / Public Law 103–439
Central Midwest Interstate Low-Level Ra-
dioactive Waste Compact Amendments Con-
sent Act of 1994

H.R. 4867 / Public Law 103–440
To authorize appropriations for high-speed
rail transportation, and for other purposes

H.R. 4967 / Public Law 103–441
To designate the United States courthouse
located at 231 West Lafayette Street in De-
troit, Michigan, as the ‘‘Theodore Levin
United States Courthouse’’ and to designate
the postal facility located at 1401 West Fort
Street in Detroit, Michigan, as the ‘‘George
W. Young Post Office’’

H.R. 5102 / Public Law 103–442
To amend title 18, United States Code, with
respect to certain crimes relating to Congres-
sional medals of honor

H.R. 5161 / Public Law 103–443
To amend the Omnibus Budget Reconcili-
ation Act of 1993 to permit the prompt shar-
ing of timber sale receipts of the Forest Serv-
ice and the Bureau of Land Management

H.R. 5200 / Public Law 103–444
Crow Boundary Settlement Act of 1994

H.R. 5220 / Public Law 103–445
To provide for the acceptance by the Sec-
retary of Education of applications submitted
by the local educational agency serving the
Window Rock Unified School District, Win-
dow Rock, Arizona, under section 3 of the
Act of September 30, 1950 (Public Law 874,
81st Congress) for fiscal years 1994 and 1995

H.R. 5244 / Public Law 103–446
Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act of
1994

H.R. 5246 / Public Law 103–447
International Narcotics Control Corrections
Act of 1994

S. 1614 / Public Law 103–448
Healthy Meals for Healthy Americans Act of
1994

H.R. 1348 / Public Law 103–449
To establish the Quinebaug and Shetucket
Rivers Valley National Heritage Corridor in
the State of Connecticut, and for other pur-
poses

H.R. 3050 / Public Law 103–450
To expand the boundaries of the Red Rock
Canyon National Conservation Area

H.R. 3059 / Public Law 103–451
National Maritime Heritage Act of 1994

H.R. 3313 / Public Law 103–452
Veterans Health Programs Extension Act of
1994

H.R. 3984 / Public Law 103–453
To designate the building located at 216
Coleman Avenue in Waveland, Mississippi,
for the period of time during which it houses
operations of the United States Postal Serv-
ice, as the ‘‘John Longo, Jr. Post Office’’

H.R. 4180 / Public Law 103–454
To provide for the annual publication of a
list of federally recognized Indian tribes, and
for other purposes

H.R. 4193 / Public Law 103–455
To designate the building located at 100
Vester Gade, in Cruz Bay, Saint Thomas, Vir-
gin Islands, for the period of time which it
houses operations of the United States Postal
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Service, as the ‘‘Ubaldina Simmons Post Of-
fice’’

H.R. 4452 / Public Law 103–456
To designate the United States Post Office
building located at 115 North Chester in
Ruleville, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Fannie Lou
Hamer Post Office’’

H.R. 4497 / Public Law 103–457
To award a congressional gold medal to
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson

H.R. 4551 / Public Law 103–458
To designate the United States Post Office
building located at 301 West Lexington
Street in Independence, Missouri, as the
‘‘William J. Randall Post Office’’

H.R. 4571 / Public Law 103–459
To designate the United States Post Office
building located at 103–104 Estate Rich-
mond in Saint Croix, Virgin Islands, as the
‘‘Wilbert Armstrong Post Office’’

H.R. 4595 / Public Law 103–460
To designate the building located at 4021
Laclede in St. Louis, Missouri, for the period
of time during which it houses operations of
the United States Postal Service, as the
‘‘Marian Oldham Post Office’’

H.R. 4598 / Public Law 103–461
To direct the Secretary of the Interior to
make technical corrections to maps relating
to the Coastal Barrier Resources System, and
to authorize appropriations to carry out the
Coastal Barrier Resources Act

H.J. Res. 271 / Public Law 103–462
Designating the month of November in each
of the calendar years 1993 and 1994 as ‘‘Na-
tional American Indian Heritage Month’’

H.J. Res. 326 / Public Law 103–463
Designating January 16, 1995, as ‘‘National
Good Teen Day’’
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