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strengthened the magical current of democ-
racy that was then sweeping all around the
world. It encouraged events in countries like
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and Rus-
sia.

We mark now the fifth anniversary of the
fall of the Berlin Wall just this past week.
A new generation of democracy has come
into the world in South Africa, South Amer-
ica, much of Asia, parts of the Middle East.
What you did here encouraged the spirit of
freedom for the world, just as surely as your
defiant courage in World War Il buoyed the
forces of freedom then. We thanked you
then; we thank you now.

Like those we honor today, we must still
stand against aggression and cede to no coun-
try the right to dominate its neighbors, its
region, or its hemisphere. The United States
looks to the Pacific not as an ocean that sepa-
rates us from Asia but as a body of water
that unites us with Asia.

To fulfill the vision of those who fought
here, we must, and we will, remain engaged
with the Philippines and elsewhere. We will
make the most of peace and partnership and,
as President Ramos said, the opportunities
for prosperity. But if threats arrive, we will
confront them as well.

On the Korean Peninsula, there has been
such a threat in the possible proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction. The agreement
we reached with North Korea to freeze and
then to dismantle North Korea's ability to
build nuclear weapons was achieved in con-
cert with South Korea and Japan. But it
furthered the cause of security in the Phil-
ippines and, indeed, throughout all of Asia.

Our final responsibility is to remember
what those young people did here a half a
century ago and to remember that it is undy-
ing. Today, when | got out with Hillary at
the cemetery, the first grave | visited was
that of a soldier from my home State. He
came from a town where | have spent many
happy days, a town like so many little towns
that dot our wonderful country and form the
backbone of America. Private First Class
William Thomas, on April 22d, 1945, was not
quite 23 years old when his unit entered the
Zambales Mountains 85 miles from here.
They were assigned to help clear the enemy
from Luzon. He was a long way from his
hometown of Wynne, Arkansas, that day.
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The enemy was well dug in when his com-
pany attacked along a ridge, and he was hit
by an explosion that blew off both his legs
below the knees. But he refused medical
help and instead continued firing until a bul-
let knocked out his gun. Still he kept on fight-
ing, throwing his grenades. His heroism al-
lowed his unit to capture that position. The
price of his unit’s victory was William Thom-
as’ life. For his valor, he received the Medal
of Honor, America’s highest military honor,
one of 28 recipients so remembered here.

William Thomas, for your sacrifice and for
that of all others here laid to rest, your Nation
remembers you and is forever grateful. And
you serve us still, as do all the names and
graves of those here commemorated serve
us still, for nothing, nothing protects us and
our freedom like the vigilance of memory.

Thank you.

NoTe: The President spoke at approximately 1:30
p.m. In his remarks, he referred to John D.
Negroponte, U.S. Ambassador to the Philippines;
Paul Parrine, U.S. World War Il veteran, who
gave the invocation; Col. Emmanuel De Campo,
president, Veterans Federation of the Philippines;
Col. Wayne M. Barth, USA, Director, Joint Mili-
tary Assistance Group; and William H. Quashan,
World War 11 veteran.
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President and Mrs. Ramos, former Presi-
dent Macapagal, former President Aquino,
distinguished members of the Philippine
Government, members of the business com-
munity here, members of the diplomatic
corps, my fellow Americans who are here:
Let me begin by thanking President Ramos
and Mrs. Ramos for making Hillary and me
and all of our delegation here feel so very
welcome on our all too brief but very enjoy-
able and very important visit to the Phil-
ippines.

One hundred thousand Americans call the
Philippines home. And now, about 1%z mil-
lion Filipinos call the United States home.
Indeed, | was trying to count up all the Phil-
ippine-Americans | brought with me on this
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trip, and 1 lost count. But we have people
here from the Agency for International De-
velopment; we have three of my Navy stew-
ards; my personal physician, Dr. Connie
Mariano; and of course, the executive with
the Export-Import Bank, a long-time friend
of yours, Mr. President, Maria Louisa Haley.
We're all glad to be here, but those with roots
here in the Philippines are the happiest of
all to be home. You have made us all feel
at home, and we thank you for that.

We have worked together in many ways
over a long period of time. President Ramos
just described the 50th observation of our
partnership in the Second World War. | have
heard a very moving account of the events
of last October from Secretary of Defense
Perry and General Shalikashvili. General
Ramos’ Philippine soldiers also fought side
by side with Americans in Korea and in Viet-
nam. And you were there, sir, in both con-
flicts. We thank you for that individually and
for your country.

During the cold war, the United States led
an effort to stand against the tyranny of com-
munism. You were our partner then. In the
last several years, you have led the world in
the sweeping resurgence of democracy, be-
ginning 8 years ago when you and others ex-
posed yourselves to considerable risks to
stand up for freedom here in your own coun-
try, following through with the remarkable
People Power Movement of President
Aquino, where people held flowers in the
face of tanks and captured the imagination
of the entire world.

And now, sir, under your leadership we
see the Philippines moving forward, respect-
ing the dignity, the rights of all people and
aggressively pursuing a modern economic
program designed to bring prosperity to all
the tens of millions of people who call these
wonderful islands their home.

You know, President Ramos is a fitting
leader for this time. We know in America
that in 1946—he doesn’'t look that old—
[laughter]—but in 1946, he won the only Fil-
ipino scholarship to the United States Mili-
tary Academy. | met several others of you
who graduated from West Point here today,
and all of you know that when one graduates
from West Point, he—and now she—be-
comes a member of the Long Gray Line,
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linked forever with all of those who went be-
fore and all of those who will come after.

Well, Mr. President, you symbolize the
link between our two nations, which is equal-
ly as strong and will always exist. We are
linked by our history; we are linked by the
populations that we share, the Americans
here, the Filipinos there. But most of all, we
are linked by our shared values, our devotion
to freedom, to democracy, to prosperity and
to peace.

And for that common devotion, | ask all
of you to stand and join me in a toast to
President and Mrs. Ramos: To all the people
of the Philippines, to their health, to their
prosperity, and to their eternal partnership
with the United States.

NoTe: The President spoke at approximately 3:40
p.m. in the Ceremonial Room at the Malacanang
Palace. In his remarks, he referred to Philippine
President Fidel Ramos and his wife, Amelita;
former Philippine President Diosdado Macapagal,
and former Philippine President Corazon Aquino.
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President Ramos. Thank you, Mr. Sec-
retary. Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.
Today President Clinton and | took concrete
steps towards enhancing Philippine-Amer-
ican relations. During our bilateral meeting,
| expressed my sincere appreciation to Presi-
dent Clinton for the substantial participation
of the United States Armed Forces in the
commemoration of the 50th anniversary of
the Leyte landing, 3 weeks ago.

Our meeting this afternoon enabled us to
discuss a wide range of issues with direct im-
port on our bilateral relations and the peace
and stability of the Pacific. |1 acknowledged
our debt of gratitude to America’s commit-
ment, to America’s strength, and to Ameri-
ca’s keeping faith with her ideals and values
in such areas as Haiti, the Persian Gulf, and
the Korean Peninsula.

We both agreed to build our partnership
on the basis of mutual respect and mutual
benefit, reinforced by our common commit-
ment to democracy and the rule of law. Presi-



