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Islamic extremists. Do you intend, as the
President of the most powerful country, to
build a coalition against the Islamic extrem-
ists and the danger?

The President. First, let me say that |
agree that it’s a danger, and we are monitor-
ing it very closely. We keep up with it, and
we're going to do whatever is appropriate.

NoTe: The President spoke at 12:38 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A reporter re-
ferred to Palestinian spokesman Nabil Shaath. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Message on the Observance of
Hanukkah, 1994

November 21, 1994

Warm greetings to all who are celebrating
Hanukkah.

Arriving this year in advance of winter, the
Festival of Lights casts a warm glow that can
see us through the cold months ahead. Ha-
nukkah fills our hearts with the story of a
people’s deep and enduring faith. Families
around the world tell of a faith that guided
the Maccabees to victory and that preserved
a day’s worth of oil for eight days. By the
rich light of the menorah, people everywhere
celebrate a faith that has sustained the Jewish
people for millennia.

Today, this same powerful belief that light
may prevail over darkness continues to illu-
minate a path toward a brighter future. We
have seen Israel join hands with its old adver-
saries, brought together by the desire to give
all children a world finally free from violence.
The partnerships taking root in the Middle
East have not come easily, and the challenges
that remain are great. This year, let the me-
norah lights shine as a harbinger of a day
filled with light—Ilight of a land graced with
prosperity, of nations blessed by peace. Let
us look forward to a time when the whole
world is united in believing that tomorrow
can be better if we have the faith to make
it so.

Hillary and | extend best wishes to all for
a joyous Hanukkah and a wonderful holiday
season.

William J. Clinton
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NoTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 21.

Remarks Welcoming President
Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine

November 22, 1994

Mr. President, Mrs. Kuchma, members of
the Ukrainian delegation, representatives of
the Ukrainian-American community, distin-
guished guests: It is indeed an honor to wel-
come to Washington the leader of one of the
world’s youngest democracies and oldest na-
tions. To have you here with us today, Mr.
President, is to be reminded that we live in
an era of wonders, a time when people’s
long-denied hope or having age-old dreams
fulfilled, a time when the unstoppable power
of men and women who wish to be free has
been demonstrated anew.

The rebirth of Ukraine as an independent
state after centuries of rule by others is one
of the most inspiring developments of our
time. For ages Ukraine was divided by com-
peting empires, then subjugated to Tsars and
commissars.

Despite efforts to create an independent
Ukraine, dictators, terrible famines, and re-
lentless oppression all combined to deny your
people the right to shape their fate. Despite
these ordeals, the Ukrainian people have en-
dured, preserving hope and their identity and
contributing greatly to the glories of Euro-
pean civilization. Now, finally, Ukraine has
reclaimed its independence and its place as
a pivotal state in the new Europe.

We congratulate you, Mr. President, and
all Ukrainians on your remarkable achieve-
ments in the almost 3 years since regaining
your freedom. You held a historic referen-
dum and began the hard work of reform and
building democratic institutions. Above all,
Ukrainians are weathering the immense dif-
ficulties of political and economic transition.
In the face of continuous hardship, you have
shown patience, bravery, and the ability to
overcome all obstacles, an ability your young
athletes like Oksana Baul showed so spec-
tacularly in the Olympic competition.

We honor you, Mr. President, in our Na-
tion’s Capital as the man who is leading a
Ukrainian renaissance. Your boldness in the
face of daunting problems reminds us of one
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of our greatest leaders, Franklin Roosevelt,
who provided leadership in a time of great
hardship in the United States. Like him, you
inherited a nation in the throes of economic
depression. And like him, you have lighted
the darkness and created hope.

You have blazed a path ahead on the two
most critical issues for the future: economic
reform and nuclear weapons. Thanks to your
leadership, Ukraine is making the hard
choices that will ensure the prosperity
Ukrainians deserve.

And thanks to your vision and that of the
Ukrainian Parliament, you are removing the
threat of nuclear weapons and laying the
groundwork for an era of peace with your
neighbors. | salute the courage you have
shown. America will stand with you to sup-
port your independence, your territorial in-
tegrity, and your reforms. We are bound to-
gether by a dedication to peace and a devo-
tion to freedom.

The flame of that commitment to freedom
was kept burning during the cold war by
nearly a million Ukrainian-Americans, some
of whom are with us here today, who never
forgot Ukraine and who are today contribut-
ing to its reawakening. Now that your country
is again free, all Americans are determined
that the flame of Ukrainian freedom will
burn ever brighter. We will stand with you.

Seventy-seven years ago today, Mr. Presi-
dent, on November 22, 1917, another gen-
eration of Ukrainian leaders declared the
independence of Ukraine. It was a tragedy
that civil war and bolshevism doomed that
new state while it was still in its infancy.

Today we are pleased and honored to wel-
come you, the leader of a Ukraine that is
conquering the challenges of independence,
poised to fulfill its hopes, a nation that will
grow into one of the great nations of Europe.
And we say, Vitayemo. Welcome.

NoTe: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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The President’s News Conference
With President Kuchma of Ukraine
November 22, 1994

President Clinton. Good afternoon.
President Kuchma and | had an excellent set
of meetings today, and | have very much en-
joyed getting to know him. The work we have
done follows on the successful meetings in
Kiev between President Kuchma and Vice
President Gore. It has strengthened the
friendship between our two nations that was
already on a very firm basis.

Since his election just 5 months ago, Presi-
dent Kuchma has bravely and squarely con-
fronted the two greatest challenges facing
Ukraine: economic reform and the nuclear
question. He has taken hard, practical steps,
required to secure a more peaceful and pros-
perous future for his people. | applaud his
leadership and the leadership of the Ukrain-
ian Parliament in acceding last week to the
Nonproliferation Treaty.

Ukraine’s move is a major step toward en-
suring that nuclear missiles never again will
be targeted at the children of our nations.
| told President Kuchma that the United
States will continue to work with Ukraine to
dismantle completely its nuclear arsenal.
Three hundred and fifty million dollars of
our total $900-million, 2-year aid package is
targeted toward that goal, and there could
be no better use of the funds.

In addition, Ukraine’s decision will permit
the United States, Russia, and the United
Kingdom to extend formal security assur-
ances to Ukraine. It will allow the START
| Treaty to be brought into force, enabling
the process of nuclear weapons reductions
to move forward. It will permit us to
strengthen our military relations with
Ukraine. It will open up Ukraine to a new
range of business and technological opportu-
nities. In addition, we pledge to help defray
some of the costs for participation by Ukraine
in the Partnership For Peace.

On economic issues, the President and |
discussed the far-reaching reforms he has ini-
tiated. These reforms put Ukraine on the
right path toward a future of increasing pros-



