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ments to assist Mexico in meeting its short-
term financial obligations.

I am calling on the international financial
institutions to work quickly to put in place
a substantial lending program to support
Mexico’s economic program.

Proclamation 6764—National Good
Teen Day, 1995
January 11, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For many of the 24 million teenagers in

the United States today, the future can seem
uncertain and distant. Confronted with chal-
lenges the likes of which their parents could
scarcely have imagined, many of our young
people are too busy with the trials of daily
life to spend much time hoping and dream-
ing. But empowered with the courage to try,
all teens—even those who may feel troubled
and lost—have the potential to succeed.

The choices teens make today will deter-
mine the future for all of us, and we must
strive to set an example of hard work and
responsible behavior. On the occasion of Na-
tional Good Teen Day, we pause to recognize
the teens who set just such an example for
their peers—young people who make invalu-
able contributions to our society, bringing
their remarkable talents and energies to bear
in their studies and activities, in caring for
their families and friends, and in helping
their communities. We can learn a lot from
these youth, from the creativity, optimism,
and resilience that enable them to navigate
the complex path to adulthood.

In return for all they give, teens need our
understanding, compassion, and love. They
require our attention, and they deserve our
respect. America’s young people have so
much to look forward to, so much to share
with our world. With firm guidance and
gentle reassurance, we can help teenagers to
recognize their strengths and realize their
dreams.

In celebration of teens throughout the Na-
tion, the Congress, by Public Law 103–463,
has designated January 16, 1995, as ‘‘National
Good Teen Day’’ and has authorized and re-

quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim January 16, 1995, as Na-
tional Good Teen Day. I urge all Americans
to observe this day with appropriate pro-
grams and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of January, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:05 a.m., January 11, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 12.

Proclamation 6765—Martin Luther
King, Jr., Federal Holiday, 1995
January 11, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As long as there is poverty in the world
I can never be rich, even if I have a
billion dollars . . . I can never be what
I ought to be until you are what you
ought to be. This is the way our world
is made. No individual or nation can
stand out boasting of being independ-
ent. We are interdependent.

With resolution and eloquence, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., stirred people around the
globe to action. He dedicated his life to end-
ing the oppression of racism, and his vision
of a nation driven by love instead of hate
changed our world forever. We are all the
beneficiaries of his legacy, and we are grate-
ful.

Dr. King taught that the goals of civil
rights are not merely the goals of any specific
group—they are the goals of our Nation. To
give people opportunity, to treat them with
fairness, and to distinguish them only by their
potential—we will continue to work toward
these goals as long as people in this Nation
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are in need of housing, medical care, and
subsistence. We will continue to work as long
as neighborhoods are ravaged by drugs and
violence. We will continue to work as long
as any person, because of circumstance of
birth, is granted anything less than the full
measure of his or her dignity.

Three decades have passed since Dr. King
stood in front of the Lincoln Memorial and
told the world of his dream for a future in
which our children are judged ‘‘not by the
color of their skin, but by the content of their
character.’’ Today, with an entire generation
of voting Americans who did not witness
firsthand the great civil rights victories of the
1960s, it is more important than ever to re-
mind the Nation about Dr. King and his ines-
timable gifts to this country, so that all of
us continue to grow in our commitment to
justice and equality.

This year, the Martin Luther King, Jr., hol-
iday is celebrated with a national day of serv-
ice, a call to join together in purpose and
care for one another. On this occasion, I urge
the citizens of this great country to reflect
upon Dr. King’s teachings and to take posi-
tive and life-affirming action in his memory.
Give back to your community, help the
homeless, feed the hungry, attend to the sick,
give to the needy. In whatever way you
choose to serve the public good, do some-
thing to make life better for the people
around you. As Dr. King said on many occa-
sions, ‘‘Life’s most persistent and urgent
question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’ ’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 1995,
as the ‘‘Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Hol-
iday.’’

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of January, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:07 a.m., January 12, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 13.

Statement on the Democratic
National Committee
January 12, 1995

Later this month, at the Democratic Na-
tional Committee (DNC) meeting in Wash-
ington, I will formally ask DNC members to
support the appointment of two capable and
committed party advocates for General
Chairman and National Chairman. I have
asked Senator Chris Dodd (D–CT) and Don
Fowler to accept these assignments, and I
am enormously grateful that they will be my
partners in strengthening the Democratic
National Committee.

With their help, we will return to the im-
portant business of electing Democrats at all
levels of government, and assuring that the
voices of the people who work hard and play
by the rules—our constituents—are heard
and heeded at the seats of government
throughout our land.

Senator Chris Dodd is one of Congress’
most eloquent and effective advocates for
children and working families. He wrote both
the Family and Medical Leave Act and the
child care and development block grant,
1990’s landmark child care legislation. He
has also been a leader in the Senate on for-
eign policy and business issues. As General
Chairman, Senator Dodd will complement
his Senate duties by serving as our spokes-
man and as a leading strategist for the party.

A little more than 30 years ago another
gentleman from Connecticut named John
Bailey helped direct our party to victory in
landmark elections, and I am convinced that
my friend Chris Dodd will repeat that prece-
dent in the elections of 1995 and beyond.

Don Fowler of South Carolina, a DNC
member since 1971, will serve as National
Chairman, doing the hard but important
work of running a political party. In the past,
Don has served as chairman of the South
Carolina Democratic Party, president of the
Association of State Democratic Chairs, and
CEO of our convention in Atlanta in 1988.
No one knows more about our party’s oper-
ations and strategy, and no one is more seri-
ous or qualified than Don to guide and direct
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