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The work we’re doing to better the lives
of people within our borders will also benefit
from our leadership beyond our borders.
From making peace in the Middle East to
restoring democracy and keeping the peace
in Haiti, we are working together to spread
freedom and tolerance and civility. From ex-
panding NATO to revitalizing the G–7,
which Canada will host in Halifax this June,
we are preparing the world’s major organiza-
tions to meet the challenges of the 21st cen-
tury.

At a time when some tell us to retreat from
our problems abroad rather than to reach out
to make the world more peaceful and more
prosperous, Canada’s strong internationalist
tradition is an inspiration to those of us in
America and to countries around the world.

Addressing your Parliament 50 years ago,
President Truman declared that the success
of the U.S.-Canadian relationship was due to,
and I quote, ‘‘one part proximity, and nine
parts good will and common sense.’’ Good
will and common sense remain the founda-
tion of our friendship. This week we will go
forward to strengthen it, a friendship in
which all of us take real and just pride, and
from which all of us draw strength, and for
which all of us, Canadians and Americans,
should be very, very grateful.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:59 a.m. in Hang-
ar 11 at McDonald-Cartier International Airport.
In his remarks, he referred to Governor General
Romeo LeBlanc of Canada, and his wife, Diana
Fowler-LeBlanc; Canadian Chief of Protocol
Lawrence Lederman; U.S. Ambassador to Canada
James J. Blanchard, and his wife, Janet; Canadian
Ambassador to the United States Raymond
Chrétien, and his wife, Kay; and Prime Minister
Jean Chrétien of Canada.

Remarks at a Luncheon in Ottawa
February 23, 1995

Governor General LeBlanc, Mrs. LeBlanc,
Prime Minister and Mrs. Chrétien, ladies and
gentlemen: Hillary and I are honored to be
your first official guests, humbled to be re-
minded of the results of the last two World
Series—[laughter]—grateful to be reminded
of the results of the last Stanley Cup. [Laugh-
ter]

I have to say for the benefit of the Amer-
ican press corps traveling with us and espe-
cially for my often beleaguered Press Sec-
retary, Mr. McCurry, who’s over there, the
Governor General, I learned in preparation
for this trip, in a former life was the Press
Secretary to two previous Canadian Prime
Ministers. So there is life after the labors,
Mr. McCurry. [Laughter]

It’s a great pleasure for me to be here in
this beautiful Rideau Hall to celebrate the
friendship of our two nations. It is fitting that
not far from here two rivers come together
to form the powerful Rideau Falls, much like
the strength of our two nations increase as
we join together. Shared history, shared bor-
ders—they are the foundation of our unique
and intensely productive relationship, an alli-
ance the likes of which the world has really
never seen before.

From the Canadians who helped slaves to
freedom on the Underground Railroad, to
the battalions who fought side by side on the
beaches of Normandy, to the United States
astronaut who used a Canadian-made robotic
arm on the space shuttle 2 weeks ago, Ameri-
cans are grateful to our neighbors for helping
us along the way.

When President Kennedy visited Ottawa
here over 30 years ago, he said, ‘‘Geography
has made us neighbors. History has made us
friends. Economics has made us partners.
And necessity has made us allies. Those
whom nature has so joined together let no
man put asunder.’’ So President Kennedy
proclaimed our wedding vows—[laughter]—
and I am here to tell you we should reaffirm
them. The bond that the President described
so well must continue to deepen. Together
we have pushed open the doors of commerce
and trade. We have found common ground
to preserve the beauty and the natural re-
sources of our lands. We have walked as one
in our efforts to make the world beyond
North America more secure and more free.

I thank you for your support of our com-
mon endeavors in Haiti. I admire you for
your faithfulness in seeking peace in the
former Yugoslavia. And I thank you most re-
cently for your support in the action we have
taken to try to stabilize the situation in Mex-
ico, our partner and friend.
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Today, instant communication has made
our world so much smaller that some say the
entire globe is our neighborhood. Yet, the
ties that bind these two nations, Canada and
the United States, remain unique. And as we
move into the next century, let us, both of
us, resolve to help make those ties grow in
spirit, grow in harmony. The times demand
it. Our children deserve it. The world is de-
pending upon it.

Thank you for welcoming me to this beau-
tiful city and this wonderful country.

I would now like to offer a toast to Canada,
to the Governor General and to Mrs.
LeBlanc.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:21 p.m. at the
Governor General’s residence. In his remarks, he
referred to Prime Minister Jean Chrétien and his
wife, Aline.

Remarks to the Canadian Parliament
in Ottawa
February 23, 1995

Mr. Prime Minister and Mrs. Chrétien,
Mr. Speaker of the Senate, Mr. Speaker of
the House of Commons, honorable Senators
and Members of the House of Commons,
distinguished members of the diplomatic
corps, ladies and gentlemen: I have pondered
for some time the differences between the
Canadian political system and the American
one, and when the Prime Minister pointed
out the unanimous resolution you passed yes-
terday, I realized that in one respect, clearly
you are superior. We do not control the
weather in Washington, DC—[laughter]—
and I am grateful that you do.

I also thank the Prime Minister for his his-
tory lesson, I have never believed in the iron
laws of history so much as I do now. [Laugh-
ter]

I thank the Prime Minister and all of you
for welcoming me to this magnificent capital
city. The Prime Minister first came to this
Chamber to represent the people of Canada
when President Kennedy was in the White
House. I resent that, because when President
Kennedy was in the White House, I was in
junior high school—[laughter]—and now the
Prime Minister has less gray hair than I do.
[Laughter] And he does, in spite of the fact

that since that time he has occupied nearly
every seat in his nation’s Cabinet. The first
time I met him, I wondered why this guy
couldn’t hold down a job. [Laughter]

I can tell you this: We in the United States
know that his service to this nation over so
many years has earned him the gratitude and
the respect of the Canadian people. It has
also earned him the gratitude and the respect
of the people of the United States.

I know it is traditional for American Presi-
dents, when they address this body, to speak
of their affection for their ties to the Cana-
dian people. On behalf of the United States,
let me stay with that tradition, and say,
l’amitie solide.

But let me say to you that it is a big part
of our life. I remember so well more than
a decade ago when Hillary and I with our
then very young daughter came to Canada
to celebrate the new year, and we started
in Montreal, and we drove to Chateau
Montebello. And along the way, we drove
around Ottawa, and we watched all those
wonderful people skating along the canal. I
came from a Southern State. I couldn’t imag-
ine that anybody could ever get on skates
and stand in any body of water for very long.
[Laughter]

And I could see that always—Hillary has
had in the back of her mind all this long time
how much she would like to be skating along
this canal. And I think tomorrow Mrs.
Chrétien is going to give her her wish, and
we are looking forward to that.

My wife has visited Toronto, and we had
a wonderful, wonderful family vacation in
Western Canada in Victoria and Vancouver
back in 1990, one of the best times that all
of us have ever had together anywhere. We
are deeply indebted to your culture. Our
daughter’s name was inspired by Canadian
songwriter Joni Mitchell’s wonderful song,
‘‘Chelsea Morning.’’

And all of you know that in the spring of
1993, the first time I left the United States
as President, I came to Vancouver for the
summit with President Yeltsin. Both of us at
this time were under some significant
amount of stress as we tried to reaffirm our
relationship and solidify democracy in Rus-
sia. And I can say without any equivocation,
the reception we received from the people
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