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same priorities. So, having a system that uni-
formly says we ought to have a quality of life
for our poor children, that we believe that
all of our children ought to have a chance
to get to the starting line is pretty important.

What does the first education goal say?
Audience members. Ready to learn.
The President. Yes. Every kid ought to

show up ready to learn, right? Not just intel-
lectually but physically able to learn. My ar-
gument is, if I were making your strategy,
I would say that we represent the PTA, and
our schools can’t succeed if, by the time our
kids show up for school, their deprivations
have already been so great that they will
never overcome them, and that the rest of
us will pay a whole lot more in tax money
and social misery later on down the road if
we back away from our obligation to get
these kids to school ready to learn.

[Ms. Whitfill thanked the President for par-
ticipating and presented him with a paper-
weight.]

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you. Bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. at the
Washington Renaissance Hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Essie Middleton, president of the
Arkansas PTA and member of the National PTA
Board of Directors.

Statement on the Nomination of Lt.
Gen. Charles C. Krulak To Be
Commandant of the Marine Corps
March 14, 1995

I am pleased to nominate Lt. Gen. Charles
C. Krulak, U.S. Marine Corps, for appoint-
ment to the grade of general and as Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps, succeeding
Gen. Carl E. Mundy, Jr., who is retiring.

I have asked the Secretary of the Navy to
announce my decision today in ceremonies
at Iwo Jima commemorating the 50th anni-
versary of the battle.

General Krulak currently serves as Com-
mander, U.S. Marine Corps Forces Pacific
and Commanding General, Fleet Marine
Force Pacific. In this capacity, he is respon-
sible for Marine Corps units and activities
throughout the Pacific theater. During his

distinguished career, General Krulak served
two command tours in Vietnam, oversaw the
Marine Corps logistic efforts during Desert
Storm, and was responsible for significant
and innovative changes in military doctrine
and organization. He brings to the job of
Commandant a dynamic vision of the Marine
Corps’ future, a wealth of experience, and
a highly effective leadership and managerial
style.

General Krulak assumes the post of Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps at an impor-
tant time in the U.S. Marine Corps’ history.
I will depend on him to continue General
Mundy’s superb efforts in ensuring that the
Marine Corps remains fully ready and able
in carrying out its important responsibilities
under our national security strategy.

Statement on Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development Henry
Cisneros
March 14, 1995

Henry Cisneros’ service as Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development has been
outstanding, and I know him to be a man
of integrity and character. The Attorney Gen-
eral has determined that the facts warrant
the appointment of an independent counsel
to inquire into a question she believes is a
‘‘close and difficult factual and legal issue.’’

Secretary Cisneros is a good man and an
effective public servant. He says he regrets
any mistakes he has made. So do I. But that
does not outweigh the excellent work he has
been doing and will do as Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. I look forward
to his continued valuable service.

Proclamation 6777—National Day of
Prayer, 1995
March 14, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation was built on the steadfast

foundation of the prayers of our ancestors.
In times of blessing and crisis, stability and
change, thanksgiving and repentance, ap-
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peals for Divine direction have helped the
citizens of the United States to remain faith-
ful to our long-standing commitment to life,
liberty, and justice for all.

This reliance on spiritual assistance has es-
pecially characterized times of national tran-
sition and uncertainty. As our country was
ravaged by the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln
remarked, ‘‘I have been driven many times
upon my knees by the overwhelming convic-
tion that I had nowhere else to go.’’ And with
him, millions of slaves cried out to the Al-
mighty for an end to their suffering.

Abolitionist Frederick Douglass said this
about the spiritual songs sung on the planta-
tions: ‘‘Every tone was a testimony against
slavery, and a prayer to God for deliverance
from chains.’’ Since that time, we have wit-
nessed tremendous improvements in rela-
tions between people of all races and back-
grounds. Indeed, long ago, through the work
of prayer and common effort, and with the
inspiration of the Creator, we began to turn
the tide in this Nation from divisiveness and
recrimination toward reconciliation and heal-
ing.

Let us not forget those painful lessons of
our past, but continue to seek the guidance
of God in all the affairs of our Nation. We
must not become complacent, but rather
press onward for the protection of the vul-
nerable and the downtrodden. In the words
of President Lincoln, ‘‘it behooves us then
to humble ourselves before the offended
Power, to confess our national sins and pray
for clemency and forgiveness’’ for any injus-
tice we perceive in our midst. May we, the
people of this country, set a steady course,
dedicated to respect for one another and for
individual freedom.

The Congress, by Public Law 100–307, has
called on our citizens to reaffirm annually our
dependence on Almighty God by recognizing
a ‘‘National Day of Prayer.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 4, 1995, as a Na-
tional Day of Prayer. I call upon every citizen
of this great Nation to gather together on
that day to pray, each in his or her own man-
ner, for God’s continued guidance and bless-
ing.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of March, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:02 p.m., March 15, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 17.

Remarks at the Radio and Television
Correspondents Association Dinner
March 14, 1995

Thank you very much. Thank you very
much, Bill. I can’t think of anything better
for a politician than to be introduced by a
guy named ‘‘Headline.’’ [Laughter]

Hillary and I are delighted to be here. I
am told that this is by far the largest group
of radio and television correspondents ever
assembled this far from a Los Angeles court-
room. [Laughter] You know, the press is al-
ways asking me if I’m watching the O.J. trial,
and Mike McCurry always has to say, oh, he’s
so busy with affairs of—of course, I watch
it. [Laughter] And the other day I was watch-
ing it, and the camera zoomed in to Judge
Ito’s computer monitor. You’ve seen that,
haven’t you? There was an E-mail message
on it from Wolf Blitzer begging for a recess.
[Laughter]

You know, every year when I come here,
even though I’ve only been here a couple
of years, I recognize more and more faces.
And now I’m getting so good at it I can tell
when people are missing. [Laughter] This
year, thanks to Mr. Armey and others, PBS
couldn’t afford a ticket for both MacNeil and
Lehrer. [Laughter] I know that because
Louis Rukeyser told me that when he
checked my coat when I came in. [Laughter]

I’m trying to figure out what’s going on
here. I guess the rest of you are, too. I have
puzzled over this Republican assault on af-
firmative action. You know, the Republicans
started affirmative action under Mr. Nixon.
I think the reason that they don’t like it any-
more is because the Democrats are now a
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