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wondering whether after 4 months in office,
after spending 2,880 hours dealing with Con-
gress and fielding questions from the media,
whether you ever wonder if you made the
right choice. [Laughter]

Let me say from the point of view of the
people of the United States, you clearly made
the right choice. And it is obvious to all of
us that your faith has remained a powerful
part of your life. Otherwise, it would be dif-
ficult to explain how you have endured arrest,
blacklisting, and exile without giving in to de-
spair; difficult to explain that although the
enemies of democracy forced you to listen
to your friends being tortured, and later
bombed the office where you worked, you
never wavered from the ideals of tolerance
and openness.

Those ideals animate your leadership in
Brazil today and your quest for social justice
for all the people whom you proudly rep-
resent. And you have added to them an aca-
demic’s expertise in policy and economics,
which I am pleased to note, you have refined
by teaching at some of our finest universities.
We have all been impressed by the results
you have achieved, especially the success of
your ‘‘Real Plan.’’

Mr. President, I have been very pleased
for the opportunity to continue the personal
conversation we began in Miami last year at
the Summit of the Americas. The warm and
productive relationship that we have estab-
lished mirrors the relationship that is growing
closer every day between our two countries.
We have common interests, bringing free
trade to the Americas, promoting sustainable
development throughout our hemisphere,
keeping peace around the world. And that
relationship is more important than ever.

I know from our discussions that we both
believe Brazil and the United States have an
opportunity, indeed an obligation, to be part-
ners for progress in the Americas for all the
years ahead. Today we have taken that part-
nership to a new level.

Let me also say, Mr. President, you know
that you have come here, along with your
wife and your fine delegation, at a very dif-
ficult time for our country. And all the Amer-
ican people have been profoundly impressed
and grateful by your expressions of condo-
lence and sympathy and your assertion that

we are all partners in the struggle against evil
and inhumanity. For that we are especially
grateful, and we will never forget it.

So I ask all of you to stand and raise your
glasses in a toast to President and Mrs.
Cardoso and to the people of Brazil.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Remarks on the Oklahoma City
Bombing and an Exchange With
Reporters
April 21, 1995

The President. I wanted to make a couple
of points. First of all, I was briefed late last
evening by the Attorney General on the sta-
tus of the investigation, and I am well satis-
fied with the efforts that are being made, the
progress that’s being made. I would just ask
that you and the American people not rush
to any conclusions unsupported by known
evidence and that we give the investigators
the space they need to do their job. They
are working hard; they are moving ahead.

The second thing I’d like to say is that Hil-
lary and I have decided to go to Oklahoma
City on Sunday to be a part of the memorial
service and to be with the families of the
victims and the people of Oklahoma City. I
think all America will be there in spirit and
is there today, and I have determined that
I should also declare Sunday a national day
of mourning for the victims there and to ask
people in their places of worship and in their
homes all across America to pray for the peo-
ple there and for the community.

The final thing I’d like to say is just a brief
message to the children of this country. I
have been very concerned with how the chil-
dren in Oklahoma City and, indeed, the chil-
dren throughout America must be reacting
to a horror of this magnitude. And my mes-
sage to the children is that this was an evil
thing and the people who did it were terribly,
horribly wrong. We will catch them, and we
will punish them.

But the children of America need to know
that almost all the adults in this country are
good people who love their children and love
other children, and we’re going to get
through this—we’re going to get through
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this. I don’t want our children to believe
something terrible about life, and the future,
and grown-ups in general because of this
awful thing. Most adults are good people who
want to protect our children in their child-
hood, and we are going to get through this.

Q. Mr. President, do you know of any
progress in the investigation?

The President. You know I’m not going
to comment. I’m letting the Justice Depart-
ment announce progress. I don’t think that
it’s appropriate for me to say anything, except
I can tell you that I know what they’ve done
and the American people would be very
pleased and very impressed by the work they
are doing. But this is a big issue, and we
don’t want to undermine their ability to work
by anything that is said or by jumping to un-
warranted conclusions.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House prior to his de-
parture for Havre de Grace, MD.

Remarks on the 25th Anniversary of
Earth Day in Havre de Grace,
Maryland
April 21, 1995

Thank you so much. First let me say to
all of you how glad we are to be here. I know
a lot of you have been here since very early
this morning, and you’ve had a little rain
coming out of the sky. You might have gotten
a little more of the environment than you
bargained for today. [Laughter] But I’m glad
to see you all here bright-eyed, clear-eyed,
and committed to preserving America’s natu-
ral environment.

I want to thank Governor Glendening and
Senators Mikulski and Sarbanes, Congress-
man Gilchrest, and the other State officials
who are here, your mayor, and so many oth-
ers for everything that they have done. I’d
like to say a special word of appreciation to
the man who was responsible for this won-
derful walkway we came down, Bob Lee and
all the rest of you who worked on that. It’s
a great thing. I also want to thank the
AmeriCorps volunteers who have done so
much—[applause]—who have done so much
to help to keep the Chesapeake clean. And
finally let me say a special word of thanks

to Mary Rosso. Didn’t she do a good job up
here—just like she was—[applause]—not
only for the speech that she gave but for the
work that she did that brought her to this
place today.

Ladies and gentlemen, I want to do one
other thing before I get into the remarks that
I came to make today. You know that this
is the 25th anniversary of Earth Day. Twen-
ty-five years ago, Earth Day was an American
celebration: Americans of both political par-
ties; Americans of all races and ethnic back-
grounds, Americans from all regions of the
country; Americans who were rich, poor, and
middle class; Americans just got together to
reaffirm their commitment to preserving our
natural environment; Americans who lived in
the city and were worried about city environ-
mental problems; and Americans who lived
in places like this—people like me—who
were interested in going to places like the
Duck Decoy Museum, knew that if they
wanted the ducks to fly in Arkansas and
Maryland in duck season, we’d better clean
the environment up. It was an American ex-
perience. We joined together to save the nat-
ural beauty and all the resources that God
has given us and to pass it on to our children
and grandchildren.

For a quarter of a century now, Americans
have stood as one, to say no to dirty air, toxic
food, poison water, and yes, to leaving a land
to our children as unspoiled as their hopes.
This Earth Day may be the most important
Earth Day since the beginning because there
is such a great debate going on now that
threatens to break apart the bipartisan alli-
ance to save this country.

And before I get into that, I want to ask
a man to come up here who was mentioned
by Vice President Gore, who started this
whole Earth Day, and who sponsored a lot
of the most important environmental legisla-
tion of our time, Senator Gaylord Nelson of
Wisconsin. I’d like to ask him to come here.
After—give him a hand. [Applause]

After Gaylord Nelson left the United
States Senate, he went on to a distinguished
career as head of the Wilderness Society and
devoted the rest of his working life directly
to our environment. And today on this 25th
anniversary of Earth Day, I decided the best
way I could celebrate this and try again to
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