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who were killed either because two different
countries were fighting with each other over
land or an oppressive government was pre-
pared to kill millions of its citizens to main-
tain its power.

The realities of the global economy, the
explosion of the information age make those
things less likely to occur. We’ll always have
to fight abuse of power at home and abroad,
wherever it occurs, but that is less likely to
mark the 21st century. In the 21st century,
which will be characterized, as we already
know, by lighting flashes of exchange of in-
formation and money and technology and
great mobility of people, all the forces that
are bringing us to a more integrated world
and making people see that it makes sense
to stop killing each other and to make peace,
whether it be in the Middle East or Northern
Ireland or any other place in the world, all
those forces of integration have a dark under-
side of disintegration and make us very, very
vulnerable the more open we are to the
forces of organized evil.

That is what we lived through in Oklahoma
City. That is what we endured at the World
Trade Center. That is what the Japanese peo-
ple suffered in the subway when a religious
fanatic could walk in with a little vial of sarin
gas and break it open and kill 60 people. And
make no mistake about it that is why innocent
Israelis are still being killed by car bombs
in the Middle East. Why? Because the only
way peace in the Middle East can work is
if the Palestinians and the Israelis stay inte-
grated. And if the Israeli people can be ren-
dered insecure so that the Israeli Govern-
ment has to raise the border again so that
the Palestinians can’t come to Israel and their
incomes drop, then they won’t believe in the
peace anymore, and the enemies of peace
will win.

So all through the next decades you and
I will be involved in a constant struggle with
our friends from the diplomatic corps and
their countries that are here present to try
to get the benefits of all these forces that
are bringing us together without being un-
dermined by the forces of disintegration that
move into open societies and open inter-
changes between countries and choke the life
out of hope.

That is the challenge of the 21st century.
That is why I’ve asked the Congress to pass
this antiterrorism legislation. And before he
gets here I thank Senator Dole for commit-
ting to pass that bill and put it on my desk
by the end of the month. It was a good and
noble thing and a great gesture. I thank him
for that.

These are the things we often work to-
gether on. There is no room for partisanship
here. Nor should there be differences of reli-
gion or culture or nationality across inter-
national borders. All of us that want ordered
societies where human potential can be ex-
pressed and peace can be achieved must
stand against the forces of organized evil that
cross national borders and kill without a sec-
ond thought, whether they are paranoid
forces rising up from within or people flying
in from without. That is our challenge.

So now the challenge in the Middle East
is the challenge at home. Let us keep work-
ing for peace and let us determine to defend
ourselves against those that would under-
mine the glorious potential of the century
upon which we are about to enter.

Thank you. God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. at the
Grand Hyatt Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Robert S. Rifkind, president, American Jewish
Committee. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at the Michigan State
University Commencement
Ceremony in East Lansing, Michigan
May 5, 1995

President McPherson, Governor Engler,
Ambassador Blanchard, distinguished Mem-
bers of Congress and State officials, members
of the board of trustees, distinguished fac-
ulty, honored guests, family members, and
most importantly, members of the Class of
1995, I’m honored to be your speaker today
and to be back on this wonderful campus,
the site of one of the great Presidential de-
bates in 1992.

I have fond memories of Michigan State.
And I was sitting there thinking of all the
uses to which I might put my honorary de-
gree. Maybe I will get more respect in Wash-
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ington now. [Laughter] Regardless, now I
know who I’m supposed to root for in the
Big 10.

Speaking of sports, I want to take a mo-
ment of personal privilege to offer my very
best wishes on his retirement to your distin-
guished basketball coach, Judd Heathcote.

And as a person who never, ever, would
have had an opportunity to be here today,
doing what I am doing, I want to thank Presi-
dent McPherson, the present and past Gov-
ernors of Michigan, and all others who have
supported the remarkable set of educational
opportunities for young people in Michigan,
especially in higher education. The tuition
guarantee program to keep tuition increases
here to the rate of inflation for 5 years is
a standard I wish other universities all across
America would follow.

I also hope that other States will follow
the example of the Michigan Education
Trust and of Michigan State in entering into
the direct loan program, which will lower the
cost of college loans for young people and
improve their repayment options so more
people can afford to go to college and stay
there until they get their degrees.

I also want to say that I am deeply honored
to be joined today by another Michigan State
alumnus who spoke from this platform last
year, my friend and fellow Arkansan, Ernest
Green. He was one of the Little Rock Nine,
a brave group of Americans who staked their
lives for the cause of school integration and
equal opportunity in education in my State
almost 40 years ago. He made the right
choice at the right moment in his life. He
is a good model for you, and I hope you will
do the same.

As I was reminded by your president and
others when we gathered just a few moments
ago, the last sitting President to address this
assembly was Theodore Roosevelt in 1907.
There were fewer than 100 graduates in the
senior class then. But it was a time not unlike
this time. We are on the edge of a new cen-
tury; they had just begun a new century. We
are on the edge of a new era; they had just
begun the dawn of the industrial age. Like
us now, they had many, many opportunities
but profound problems. And people were full
of hope mixed with fear.

But President Roosevelt and his genera-
tion of Americans were optimistic, aggressive
in facing the challenges of the day, and deter-
mined to solve the problems before them.
They launched the Progressive Era, using the
power of Government to free the market
forces of our country from the heavy hand
of monopoly, beginning to protect our envi-
ronment for future generations, to keep our
children out of sweatshops, to stand strong
for America’s role in the world.

Theodore Roosevelt and the Americans of
his generation made the right choices at the
right moment. They met the challenges of
the present, paved the way for a better fu-
ture, and redeemed the promise of America.

Our journey as a nation has never been
an automatic march to freedom and oppor-
tunity. In every generation there has come
a point of challenge in change when critical
decisions are made by our people to go for-
ward or turn back, to reach out or turn in-
ward, to unify or divide, to believe or doubt.

Today, we stand at the end of the cold
war and the industrial age, at the onset of
the global economy and the information age.
Throughout all 219 years of our Republic,
times of great change like this have un-
leashed forces of promise and threat, forces
that uplift us and unsettle us.

This time is not different. You are walking
into a future of unlimited possibilities. But
more than half your fellow citizens are work-
ing harder, spending less time with their chil-
dren, and earning about the same they did
15 years ago.

You can look forward to bringing your chil-
dren into an exciting world, freer of the dan-
gers of war and nuclear annihilation, but the
dangers here at home are still profound. Too
many of our children are not born into stable
families. Our streets are still too violent. And
new forces threaten the order and security
which free people everywhere cherish.

And so, my fellow Americans, it falls to
your generation to make your historic choices
for America. This is a very new and different
time. But the basic question before us is as
old as our country: Will we face up to the
problems and seize our opportunities with
confidence and courage? It is our respon-
sibility to make that choice again.
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Because you have a fine education, with
all its power and potential, when you leave
this stadium your responsibility to your fami-
lies, your community, and your country will
be greater than ever before. With your lives
fully before you, you too must once again
redeem the promise of America.

On the homefront there is reason for opti-
mism: Though income stagnation and eco-
nomic uncertainty plague too many of our
people, unemployment is down, inflation is
low, our deficit is declining, trade is up, and
most importantly of all, educational opportu-
nities are increasing, though crime and vio-
lence, drug abuse and welfare dependency,
and out-of-wedlock pregnancies are still too
high and threaten our social fabric, we are
making a serious assault on all of them, and
we can make progress on all of them. Though
Government is still too cumbersome and out-
dated, it is growing smaller, more flexible,
less wasteful and more effective. In all these
endeavors you must demand higher stand-
ards and more personal responsibility. But
you must know that progress is possible.

Beyond our borders there is also reason
for hope. Since the end of the cold war, the
bonds among nations and the forces of com-
merce have grown stronger. There is now a
greater understanding of our world’s envi-
ronmental challenges and a willingness to do
something about them. Freedom, democ-
racy, and free enterprise are on the march.
Large countries are much less likely to go
to war with one another. I am very proud
to say that for the first time since the dawn
of the nuclear age, no Russian missiles are
pointed at the people of the United States.

And I am equally proud to say that next
week I will become the first American Presi-
dent in nearly 40 years to visit Russia when
no American missiles are pointed at the peo-
ple of Russia.

Therefore, you who graduate today will
have the chance to live in the most exciting,
the most prosperous, the most diverse and
interesting world in the entire history of hu-
manity. Still, you must face the fact that no
time is free of problems, and we have new
and grave security challenges.

In this, the 20th century, millions of lives
were lost in wars between nations and in ef-
forts by totalitarian dictatorships to stamp out

the light of liberty among their subjects. In
the 21st century, bloody wars of ethnic and
tribal hatred will be fought still in some parts
of the world. But with freedom and democ-
racy advancing, the real threat to our security
will be rooted in the fact that all the forces
that are lifting us up and opening unparal-
leled opportunity for us contain a dark un-
derside. For open societies are characterized
by free and rapid movements of people and
technology and information. And that very
wonder makes them very, very vulnerable to
the forces of organized destruction and evil.
So the great security challenge for your fu-
ture in the 21st century will be to determine
how to beat back the dangers while keeping
the benefits of this new time.

The dark possibilities of our age are visible
now in the smoke, the horror, and the heart-
break of Oklahoma City. As the long and
painful search and rescue effort comes to an
end with 165 dead, 467 injured, and 2 still
unaccounted for, our prayers are with those
who lost their loved ones and with the brave
and good people of Oklahoma City, who have
moved with such strength and character to
deal with this tragedy.

But that threat is not isolated. And you
must not believe it is. We see that threat
again in the bombing of the World Trade
Center in New York, in the nerve gas attack
in the Tokyo subway, in the terrorist assault
on innocent civilians in the Middle East, in
the organized crime plaguing the former So-
viet Union now that the heavy hand of com-
munism has been lifted. We see it even on
the Internet, where people exchange infor-
mation about bombs and terrorism, even as
children learn from sources all around the
world.

My fellow Americans, we must respond to
this threat in ways that preserve both our se-
curity and our freedoms. Appeasement of or-
ganized evil is not an option for the next cen-
tury any more than it was in this century.
Like the vigilant generations that brought us
victory in World War II and the cold war,
we must stand our ground. In this high-tech
world, we must make sure that we have the
high-tech tools to confront the high-tech
forces of destruction and evil.

That is why I have insisted that Congress
pass strong antiterrorism legislation imme-
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diately, to provide for more than 1,000 new
law enforcement personnel solely to fight ter-
rorism, to create a domestic antiterrorism
center, to make available the most up-to-date
technology to trace the source of any bomb
that goes off, and to provide tough new pun-
ishment for carrying stolen explosives, selling
those explosives for use in a violent crime,
and for attacking members of the uniformed
services or Federal workers.

To their credit, the leaders of Congress
have promised to put a bill on my desk by
Memorial Day. I applaud them for that. This
is not and must never be a partisan issue.
This is about America’s future. It is about
your future.

We can do this without undermining our
constitutional rights. In fact, the failure to
act will undermine those rights. For no one
is free in America where parents have to
worry when they drop off their children for
day care or when you are the target of assas-
sination simply because you work for our
Government. No one is free in America when
large numbers of our fellow citizens must al-
ways be looking over their shoulders.

It is with this in mind that I would like
to say something to the paramilitary groups
and to others who believe the greatest threat
to America comes not from terrorists from
within our country or beyond our borders but
from our own Government.

I want to say this to the militias and to
others who believe this, to those nearby and
those far away: I am well aware that most
of you have never violated the law of the
land. I welcome the comments that some of
you have made recently condemning the
bombing in Oklahoma City. I believe you
have every right, indeed you have the respon-
sibility, to question our Government when
you disagree with its policies. And I will do
everything in my power to protect your right
to do so.

But I also know there have been
lawbreakers among those who espouse your
philosophy. I know from painful personal ex-
perience as a Governor of a State who lived
through the coldblooded killing of a young
sheriff and a young African-American State
trooper who were friends of mine by people
who espoused the view that the Government
was the biggest problem in America and that

people had a right to take violence into their
own hands.

So I ask you to hear me now. It is one
thing to believe that the Federal Govern-
ment has too much power and to work within
the law to reduce it. It is quite another to
break the law of the land and threaten to
shoot officers of the law if all they do is their
duty to uphold it. It is one thing to believe
we are taxed too much and work to reduce
the tax burden. It is quite another to refuse
to pay your taxes, though your neighbor pays
his. It is one thing to believe we are over-
regulated and to work to lessen the burden
of regulation. It is quite another to slander
our dedicated public servants, our brave po-
lice officers, even our rescue workers who
have been called a hostile army of occupa-
tion.

This is a very free country. Those of you
in the militia movements have broader rights
here than you would in any other country
in the entire world.

Do people who work for the Government
sometimes make mistakes? Of course, they
do. They are human. Almost every American
has some experience with this, a rude tax col-
lector, an arbitrary regulator, an insensitive
social worker, an abusive law officer. As long
as human beings make up our Government
there will be mistakes. But our Constitution
was established by Americans determined to
limit those abuses. And think of the limits:
the Bill of Rights, the separation of powers,
access to the courts, the right to take your
case to the country through the media, and
the right to vote people in or out of office
on a regular basis.

But there is no right to resort to violence
when you don’t get your way. There is no
right to kill people. There is no right to kill
people who are doing their duty or minding
their own business or children who are inno-
cent in every way. Those are the people who
perished in Oklahoma City. And those who
claim such rights are wrong and un-Amer-
ican.

Whenever in our history people have be-
lieved that violence is a legitimate extension
of politics, they have been wrong. In the
1960’s, as your distinguished alumni said,
many good things happened, and there was
much turmoil. But the Weathermen of the
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radical left who resorted to violence in the
1960’s were wrong. Today, the gang mem-
bers who use life on the mean streets of
America, as terrible as it is, to justify taking
the law into their own hands and taking inno-
cent life are wrong. The people who came
to the United States to bomb the World
Trade Center were wrong.

Freedom of political speech will never jus-
tify violence—never. Our Founding Fathers
created a system of laws in which reason
could prevail over fear. Without respect for
this law, there is no freedom.

So I say this to the militias and all others
who believe that the greatest threat to free-
dom comes from the Government instead of
from those who would take away our free-
dom: If you say violence is an acceptable way
to make change, you are wrong. If you say
that Government is in a conspiracy to take
your freedom away, you are just plain wrong.
If you treat law enforcement officers who put
their lives on the line for your safety every
day like some kind of enemy army to be sus-
pected, derided, and if they should enforce
the law against you, to be shot, you are
wrong. If you appropriate our sacred symbols
for paranoid purposes and compare your-
selves to colonial militias who fought for the
democracy you now rail against, you are
wrong. How dare you suggest that we in the
freest nation on Earth live in tyranny! How
dare you call yourselves patriots and heroes!

I say to you, all of you, the members of
the Class of 1995, there is nothing patriotic
about hating your country or pretending that
you can love your country but despise your
Government. There is nothing heroic about
turning your back on America or ignoring
your own responsibilities. If you want to pre-
serve your own freedom, you must stand up
for the freedom of others with whom you
disagree. But you also must stand up for the
rule of law. You cannot have one without the
other.

The real American heroes today are the
citizens who get up every morning and have
the courage to work hard and play by the
rules: the mother who stays up the extra half
hour after a long day’s work to read her child
a story; the rescue worker who digs with his
hands in the rubble as the building crumbles
about him; the neighbor who lives side-by-

side with people different from himself; the
Government worker who quietly and effi-
ciently labors to see to it that the programs
we depend on are honestly and properly car-
ried out; most of all, the parent who works
long years for modest pay and sacrifices so
that his or her children can have the edu-
cation that you have had and the chances you
are going to have. I ask you never to forget
that.

And I would like to say one word to the
people of the United States. I know you have
heard a lot of publicity in recent days about
Michigan and militias. But what you have
seen and heard is not the real Michigan. This
is the real Michigan. This is the real Michi-
gan in this stadium today. The real Michigan
is Michigan State. It’s the astonishing revival
of the automobile industry, with the remark-
able partnership between the autoworkers
and the management. Real Michigan is
Kellogg’s Corn Flakes and the best cherries
in the world. The real Michigan is the Great
Lakes and the UP. And the real Michigan—
[applause]—most of all, the real Michigan
was presented to me when I got off the plane
and one of your local officials told me that
here in mid-Michigan in only 5 days, the peo-
ple of this area raised $70,000 to pay for the
help that people need in Oklahoma City. And
that money is now on its way to Oklahoma
City in a 27-car caravan, led by members of
27 different law enforcement agencies from
this part of your wonderful State. That is
what I want America to know about the real
Michigan.

So, my fellow Americans and members of
the Class of 1995, let me close by reminding
you once again that you live in a very great
country. When we are united by our human-
ity and our civic virtue, nothing can stop us.
Let me remind you once again that our best
days as a nation still lie before us. But we
must not give in to fear or use the frustrations
of the moment as an excuse to walk away
from the obligations of citizenship.

Remember what our Founding Fathers
built. Remember the victories won for us in
the cold war and in World War II, 50 years
ago next week. Remember the blood and
sweat and triumph that enabled us to come
to this, the greatest moment of possibility in
our history.
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Go out and make the most of the potential
God has given you. Make the most of the
opportunities and freedoms America has
given to you. Be optimistic; be strong. Make
the choices that Theodore Roosevelt made,
that Ernest Green made. Seize your mo-
ment. Build a better future. And redeem
once again the promise of America.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. in Spar-
tan Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to Peter
McPherson, president, Michigan State University;
James J. Blanchard, U.S. Ambassador to Canada;
and Governor John Engler of Michigan.

Nomination of John Carlin as
Archivist of the United States
May 5, 1995

The President today announced his nomi-
nation of former Kansas Governor John Car-
lin as the Archivist of the United States.

‘‘John Carlin will provide necessary leader-
ship in terms of managing the institution,
providing fiscal responsibility, and perform-
ing the important cultural and historical re-
sponsibilities,’’ the President said. ‘‘He is an
experienced leader with proven commitment
to preservation, access, and use of Govern-
ment records. I am confident his sharp com-
munication skills as well as his experience
working with Congress and balancing budg-
ets will provide the skilled management the
Archives needs during these challenging
times.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

April 29
In the morning, the President traveled to

Williamsburg, VA, where he attended the
Democratic Policy Committee annual retreat
at the Kingsmill Resort Conference Center.
He returned to Washington, DC, in the
afternoon.

April 30
In the morning, the President traveled to

New York City. He returned to Washington,
DC, in the evening.

May 1
The President announced his intention to

appoint Paul Calabresi to the President’s
Cancer Panel.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Ronald W. Drach and Sylvia Walker
as Vice Chairs of the President’s Committee
on Employment of People With Disabilities.

May 2
The President announced his intention to

nominate Timothy Michael Carney as Am-
bassador to Sudan.

The White House announced that the
President will send a delegation led by Sec-
retary of Commerce Ron Brown to the Third
African-American Summit in Dakar, Senegal,
May 1–5.

May 3
The President announced the selection of

H. Martin Lancaster as Special Adviser to
the President and U.S. Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency Director on the Chem-
ical Weapons Convention.

May 4
In the morning, the President met with

Prime Minister Vaclav Klaus of the Czech
Republic.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Robert F. Rider as a member of
the Board of Governors of the U.S. Postal
Service.

May 5
In the morning, the President traveled to

East Lansing, MI. He returned to Washing-
ton, DC, in the afternoon.

In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton attended a benefit for the Southwest
Voter Education Registration Project at the
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