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The President. Yes. We maintain the
present approach, for example, toward help-
ing States fund welfare. And if you had a
huge increase in the number of poor chil-
dren, under our plan, there would be provi-
sions for funneling more funds there in ways
that would enable you to match them and
go forward. Under their plan, they're going
to cut it so much there’s no way they can
take account of growth. They try to on wel-
fare for poor kids, but they just can’t get
there. There’s no way, just because the size
of the cut.

By the same token, with the medical pro-
grams, Medicare and Medicaid, with the size
of the cuts that are coming in, they won't
be able to take account of growth. And they
will force States to either reduce medical
coverage or try to get some cost out of people
that we know are so poor they don’'t have
the money in the first place.

Now, | would say those would be the two
biggest areas where the high-growth States
will be cut, in medical coverage and in the
care for poor children.

[Governor Romer thanked the President, said
he found the conversation very helpful, and
once again praised the President’s budget
plan.]

The President. Thank you. Let’s just keep
talking about it. And let’s use this debate.
Now there’s one alternative and not two, and
we can use the debate. And again, | would
say, let’s try to get—let’s try to go beyond
partisanship as much as possible, look at the
direct and the indirect impacts of both budg-
et proposals. And we'll get to the end of the
road in the right place.

Thank you very, very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m from the
Excelsior Hotel in Little Rock.

Statement on Guestworker
Legislation
June 23, 1995

I oppose efforts in the Congress to insti-
tute a new guestworker or “bracero” pro-
gram that seeks to bring thousands of foreign
workers into the United States to provide
temporary farm labor.
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In its most recent report, the bipartisan
Commission on Immigration Reform chaired
by Barbara Jordan unanimously concluded
that a large-scale guestworker program
would be a “grievous mistake.” We have
worked hard to reduce illegal immigration
and have made great progress toward con-
trolling this longstanding and serious prob-
lem. To allow so-called temporary workers
to cross the border now would undermine
all the success we have achieved.

A new guestworker program is unwar-
ranted for several reasons:

e Itwould increase illegal immigration.

< It would reduce work opportunities for
U.S. citizens and other legal residents.

e It would depress wages and work stand-
ards for American workers.

When these programs were tried in the
past, many temporary guestworkers stayed
permanently—and illegally—in this country.
Hundreds of thousands of immigrants now
residing in the U.S. first came as temporary
workers, and their presence became a mag-
net for other illegal immigrants.

If our crackdown on illegal immigration
contributes to labor shortages—especially for
perishable crops that require large numbers
of workers for short periods of time—I will
direct the Departments of Labor and Agri-
culture to work cooperatively to improve and
enhance existing programs to meet the labor
requirements of our vital agricultural indus-
try consistent with our obligations to Amer-
ican workers.
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June 17

In the morning, the President attended the
plenary session of the Group of Seven sum-
mit at the Maritime Museum in Halifax,
Nova Scotia. Later in the morning, he went



