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and the independence of the Vietnamese
people. Today the Vietnamese are independ-
ent, and we believe this step will help to ex-
tend the reach of freedom in Vietnam and,
in so doing, to enable these fine veterans of
Vietnam to keep working for that freedom.

This step will also help our own country
to move forward on an issue that has sepa-
rated Americans from one another for too
long now. Let the future be our destination.
We have so much work ahead of us. This
moment offers us the opportunity to bind up
our own wounds. They have resisted time for
too long. We can now move on to common
ground. Whatever divided us before let us
consign to the past. Let this moment, in the
words of the Scripture, be a time to heal and
a time to build.

Thank you all. And God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:03 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gen. John W. Vessey, Jr., USA
(Ret.), Special Emissary for POW/MIA Affairs;
and Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs Her-
schel Gober, Assistant Secretary of State Winston
Lord, and Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
James Wold, members of the Presidential Delega-
tion on POW/MIA Issues.

Message to the Congress on Trade
With Romania

July 11, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
On May 19, 1995, I determined and re-

ported to the Congress that Romania is in
full compliance with the freedom of emigra-
tion criteria of sections 402 and 409 of the
Trade Act of 1974. This action allowed for
the continuation of most-favored-nation
(MFN) status for Romania and certain other
activities without the requirement of a
waiver.

As required by law, I am submitting an
updated Report to Congress concerning emi-
gration laws and policies of Romania. You
will find that the report indicates continued
Romanian compliance with U.S. and inter-

national standards in the area of emigration
policy.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 11, 1995.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Trinidad and Tobago-
United States Investment Treaty
July 11, 1995

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the Republic of Trinidad
and Tobago Concerning the Encouragement
and Reciprocal Protection of Investment,
with Annex and Protocol, signed at Washing-
ton on September 26, 1994. I transmit also
for the information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with respect to
this Treaty.

The bilateral investment Treaty (BIT) with
Trinidad and Tobago is the third such treaty
between the United States and a member
of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM).
The Treaty will protect U.S. investment and
assist the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
in its efforts to develop its economy by creat-
ing conditions more favorable for U.S. pri-
vate investment and thus strengthen the de-
velopment of its private sector.

The Treaty is fully consistent with U.S.
polity toward international and domestic in-
vestment. A specific tenet of U.S. policy, re-
flected in this Treaty, is that U.S. investment
abroad and foreign investment in the United
States should receive national treatment.
Under this Treaty, the Parties also agree to
international law standards for expropriation
and compensation for expropriation; free
transfer of funds related to investments; free-
dom of investments from performance re-
quirements; fair, equitable, and most-fa-
vored-nation treatment; and the investor or
investment’s freedom to choose to resolve
disputes with the host government through
international arbitration.

I recommend that the Senate consider this
Treaty as soon as possible, and give its advice
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and consent to ratification of the Treaty, with
Annex and Protocol, at an early date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 11, 1995.

Remarks at James Madison High
School in Vienna, Virginia
July 12, 1995

Thank you, Secretary Riley, for the intro-
duction but more for your outstanding lead-
ership of the Department of Education and
the work you have done not only to increase
the investment of our country in education
but also to lift the quality and the standards
of education and to deal forthrightly with
some of the more difficult but important is-
sues in education that go to the heart of the
character of the young people we build in
our country.

Superintendent Spillane, congratulations
on your award and the work you are doing
here in this district; Dr. Clark; Ms. Lubetkin;
to Danny Murphy—I thought he gave such
a good speech I could imagine him on a lot
of platforms in the years ahead—[laugh-
ter]—he did a very fine job; Mayor Robinson;
and to the Board of Supervisors—Chair
Katherine Hanley; and to all the religious
leaders, parents, students who are here; the
teachers; and especially to the James Madi-
son teachers, thank you for coming today.

Last week at my alma mater, Georgetown,
I had a chance to do something that I hope
to do more often as President, to have a gen-
uine conversation with the American people
about the best way for us to move forward
as a nation and to resolve some of the great
questions that are nagging us today. I believe,
as I have said repeatedly, that our Nation
faces two great challenges: first of all, to re-
store the American dream of opportunity,
and the American tradition of responsibility;
and second, to bring our country together
amidst all of our diversity in a stronger com-
munity so that we can find common ground
and move forward together.

In my first 2 years as President, I worked
harder on the first question, how to get the
economy going, how to deal with the specific
problems of the country, how to inspire more

responsibility through things like welfare re-
form and child support enforcement. But I
have come to believe that unless we can solve
the second problem we’ll never really solve
the first one. Unless we can find a way to
honestly and openly debate our differences
and find common ground, to celebrate all the
diversity of America and still give people a
chance to live in the way they think is right,
so that we are stronger for our differences,
not weaker, we won’t be able to meet the
economic and other challenges before us.
And therefore, I have decided that I should
spend some more time in some conversations
about things Americans care a lot about and
that they’re deeply divided over.

Today I want to talk about a subject that
can provoke a fight in nearly any country
town or on any city street corner in America,
religion. It’s a subject that should not drive
us apart. And we have a mechanism as old
as our Constitution for bringing us together.

This country, after all, was founded by
people of profound faith who mentioned Di-
vine Providence and the guidance of God
twice in the Declaration of Independence.
They were searching for a place to express
their faith freely without persecution. We
take it for granted today that that’s so in this
country, but it was not always so. And it cer-
tainly has not always been so across the
world. Many of the people who were our first
settlers came here primarily because they
were looking for a place where they could
practice their faith without being persecuted
by the Government.

Here in Virginia’s soil, as the Secretary of
Education has said, the oldest and deepest
roots of religious liberty can be found. The
First Amendment was modeled on Thomas
Jefferson’s Statutes of Religious Liberty for
Virginia. He thought so much of it that he
asked that on his gravestone it be said not
that he was President, not that he had been
Vice President or Secretary of State but that
he was the founder of the University of Vir-
ginia, the author of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the author of the Statutes of
Religious Liberty for the State of Virginia.

And of course, no one did more than
James Madison to put the entire Bill of
Rights in our Constitution, and especially,
the first amendment. Religious freedom is
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