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will be able to say that. But the real thing
is, what are we going to do tomorrow to make
it better? We’ve got to have a strong econ-
omy. We’ve got to have strong families.
We’ve got to have good individual oppor-
tunity. We have to have a Government that
is leaner and makes more sense. We have
to be leaders in the world.

But most important, if we want the 21st
century to look right, we’ve got to stand up
for responsibility as well as freedom, for fam-
ily and for work, and for the elemental propo-
sition that the reason we’re around here after
more than 200 years is that at all critical junc-
tures we have deepened our understanding
and our willingness to act on what it means
to be a community instead of a crowd.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 p.m. at the
Omni Shoreham Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Terry McAuliffe, national finance chair-
man, and Laura Hartigan, national finance direc-
tor, Clinton/Gore ’96; and Sean Foley, chairman,
and Matt Gobush, director, Saxophone Club.

Remarks to Oklahoma City ‘‘Thank
You America’’ Participants
September 27, 1995

Thank you, Governor Keating. I want to
thank so many people who are here who
made me immensely proud to be an Amer-
ican and to have the opportunity to serve dur-
ing this sad but amazing episode in our Na-
tion’s history.

First, I thank Governor Keating for his
outstanding leadership. It’s a little-known
fact, but about 30 years ago in this city, Frank
Keating and I were college classmates. And
life took us in different directions and to dif-
ferent parties and different pursuits. But
when I watched him during this crisis, I saw
the same person I had admired 30 years ago
and had felt good about, about his strength
and his eloquence and his conviction. And
the people of Oklahoma were very fortunate
to have him as their Governor during this
period. I thank Mrs. Keating for the work
she did, especially on that memorial service
which will live in the minds and hearts of
every one of us who participated in it, and
I imagine every American who saw it, for as

long as we live. I thank Mayor Norick and
Mrs. Norick. I saw the mayor earlier, and
the first time I talked to him and then when
I came down to see him, I thought, of all
the things you ever imagined could happen
to you when you run for mayor, this is the
one thing you never signed on for. But I think
that he and his representatives here from the
police and fire department and the people
from the Oklahoma National Guard and the
Oklahoma Emergency Management Agency
who are represented here did a very, very
fine job.

I think you saw once again, when my old
friend James Lee Witt was up here talking
about it—he lives this job more than anybody
who has ever headed the Federal Emergency
Management Agency. And I think he has
done great credit to that agency, and he’s
made America feel secure in times of trouble,
whatever the trouble is. And I thank him for
that.

I want to say to Mr. Stinnette and the peo-
ple from Fairfax County, Mr. Mathais and
the people from Virginia Beach, Lieutenant
Carr and the people from Montgomery
County, and all the brave men and women
who answered the call, I thank you very
much. Let me also thank the Governor and
the mayor for bringing our new Miss America
here. I thought she did magnificently well
in the contest the other night. Congratula-
tions to you. We’re glad to see you here.

It is a tribute to the leadership and to the
strength of Oklahomans that in the midst of
their own continuing recovery, they took the
trouble and time to come here and tour this
country to thank those of you who assisted
them in their hour of need. As I said at the
time, and I want to say again, one of the
lessons of the Oklahoma City tragedy is that,
although they lost a very great deal, they did
not lose America. They have not forgotten
that. And I really appreciated what the Gov-
ernor said when he said that if any of us ever
needed them, they would be there.

I was in Florida the other day, walking the
streets of Jacksonville in a high-crime area
with a man who had just been elected sheriff.
And we had a lot of children there who were
living there in this neighborhood. And in the
last 6 months, they’ve been able to drive the
crime rate down dramatically. And the Gov-
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ernor of Florida said, ‘‘You know, one of the
continuing struggles in America is for us to
decide whether we’re going to be a commu-
nity or a crowd.’’ He said, ‘‘A crowd of people
occupy the same piece of land, but they don’t
really relate to each other very well. They
just kind of shove each other back and forth,
and some win and some are left behind. A
community occupies the same piece of land,
and they recognize that they really are obli-
gated to one another, and that everybody’s
life is better when they recognize those obli-
gations and act on them.’’

Oklahoma City turned the entire United
States into a community. In fact, it turned
us all into a family. We somehow found our
better selves in the horror of what had hap-
pened to people with whom we identified.
The feelings of the rescuers, I think, is best
summed up in a note I got from the Fairfax
County team. And they wrote:

We’ll never forget our time in Oklahoma
City. We still are healing and searching for the
reason why someone could do something this
evil to people that are so good. Now, whenever
we find ourselves angry over something, we
think about the people of Oklahoma and our
anger abates. Whenever we’re asked about what
we did there, the answer always includes meet-
ing the most wonderful people in the country.
We’d like to thank the people of Oklahoma City
for reminding us of what being an American
really means.

No one could have said it better than the
team. Thank you very much.

One of the best things we can do to con-
tinue this healing process is to all carry on
as best we can with the work that was left
undone there, to reach out to the children,
especially those who lost a parent or whose
parents were severely disabled by the bomb-
ing.

America believes in extending a helping
hand to people who are in trouble through
no fault of their own. And a lot of things
have been announced to help those children
and those families. We have established a
scholarship fund here, and various Federal
agencies are working on making sure that the
children of people who were killed who
worked for the agencies will all be able to
go on to college and have their educational
needs met. And so we decided to establish

a Presidential scholarship fund to assist the
children of the victims.

One of the nicest things that’s happened
to me in the last 3 years is that this year
on my birthday, the present my staff gave
to me was that each of them contributed to
the scholarship fund for the children of Okla-
homa City. Since there will be many different
circumstances for these young people, we
thought it best to set up an advisory board
to direct the proceeds of the scholarship
fund. And my long-time friend former Gov-
ernor George Nigh, has agreed to chair it.
Former Governor and Senator Henry Bell-
man has agreed to serve on the board. We
will be assisted by the Governor’s office and
the Mayor’s office. And James Lee Witt has
also agreed to serve on the board.

So this fund will be administered at abso-
lutely no cost, and therefore, 100 percent of
all the contributions given by Federal em-
ployees and others here in Washington and
throughout the country to help the children
will go to educate those children. And I think
that is very, very important.

Ghandi once said that if we are ever to
reach real peace in this world, we shall have
to begin with the children. For those of you
who are being honored here today who
brought your children, let me thank you for
that. I hope they will always remember and
always be very proud of what you did for
their Nation in the hour of need of the peo-
ple of Oklahoma City.

Let me now say that I hope and pray that
this will never happen again in our country.
We are doing everything we can to prevent
it from happening again. But we learned
something about ourselves when it did hap-
pen that we should never forget. And I just
hope that we can follow the lesson of the
note in the Fairfax County team’s statement.
When we feel ourselves getting angry or
drifting away from our fellow citizens or
being less that we ought to be, we ought to
remember how all of us were in the after-
math of Oklahoma City and how that mag-
nificent spirit made everyone a little more
human, a little more alive, and a lot more
proud to just have the opportunity to help
our fellow human beings and our fellow
Americans who needed it. If we can remem-
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ber that, then that lasting tragedy will always
have changed America for the better.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. at the
National Guard Memorial. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Governor Frank Keating of Oklahoma,
and his wife, Cathy; Mayor Ronald Norick of
Oklahoma City, OK, and his wife, Carolyn; Ed-
ward L. Stinnette, chief, Fairfax County Urban
Search and Rescue Task Force; Tom Carr, chief,
Montgomery County Urban Search and Rescue
Task Force; and Miss America Shawntel Smith.

Remarks to the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus Institute
September 27, 1995

Thank you all. Please be seated. It is won-
derful to be here, wonderful to be back. I
thank Congressman and Mrs. Pastor for com-
ing out here with me. And I thank Ed for
that fine introduction. To your mistress of
ceremonies, Giselle Fernandez; members of
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus; the In-
stitute Board; your executive director, Rita
Elizondo; and Secretary Cisneros and Mary
Alice; Secretary Peña and Ellen; Secretary
Riley and Tunkie; Attorney General Reno;
and all your honored guests: I thank you for
inviting me to come again this year.

For 18 years you have held this event, and
it’s become a part of our Nation’s important
Hispanic Heritage Month. I have been here
for 3 years running, and during these 3 years
my daughter has been studying Spanish. So
I hope you’ll keep inviting me back; it’s get-
ting a little better each year. How’s this? Y
me gusta hablar Español. Is that okay? [Ap-
plause]

I was thinking tonight coming over here—
it’s not in my prepared remarks, but I was
thinking of two connected events that shape
what I wish to say to you tonight. The first
was the honor I had to be a part of the pre-
miere here a few months ago of that wonder-
ful movie, ‘‘Mi Familia.’’ And the second was
the experience I had just today to be with
the Governor of the State of Oklahoma and
Mrs. Keating, and the Mayor of the city of—
Oklayhoma City, and Mrs. Norick; and a
group from Oklahoma as they came here on
their national tour, thanking all the volunteer

workers who went to Oklahoma City in the
aftermath of the horrible bombing of the
Federal building. And what I thought and
said there was that, in that moment, we all
became a family, the whole country.

In Florida last week, Governor Lawton
Chiles said that the central question of our
time was whether we were going to be a com-
munity or a crowd. The Hispanic community
in America has always been a community,
always tried to live by family values, not just
talk about them. Now, a crowd is a group
that occupies the same piece of land but real-
ly has no particular connection to one an-
other. And so they elbow and shove and go
to and fro until the strongest win and others
are left behind. A community is a group of
people who occupy the same piece of land
and recognize their obligations to one an-
other, people who believe they’re going up
or down together, people who believe they
should help protect children and do honor
to the elderly and help people make the most
of their own lives, people who believe in free-
dom and responsibility, people who believe
that we have an obligation to find common
ground and sometimes to do the right thing
because it’s right, even if it’s unpopular in
the shortrun.

And in this period of change, as we move
out of an industrial to an information society,
out of the cold war into the global economy,
that is what we need more than ever before,
the values of your family and your commu-
nity and your work.

The work of the Hispanic Caucus has
never been more important than it is today,
because you have stood for the values that
are the very heart of the Latino culture and
the very best of America. Some seek to divide
us by spreading fear and laying blame. But
the Hispanic Caucus has always sought to
unite us all in America. I have counted on
your support, literally from everything from
A to Z, from affirmative action to zero toler-
ance gun policies in our schools.

The Hispanic Caucus has been my partner
in 3 years of hard-won progress. When I be-
came President, we had a stagnant and suf-
fering economy. When I proposed a remedy
to drive down this terrible deficit and in-
crease investment in our people and in our
economy and in our future, the naysayers
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