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assistance, and nutrition education that are
critical to the School Meals Initiative’s suc-
cessful implementation. This fall marks the
introduction of the Team Nutrition Schools
Program, which brings together teachers and
principals, children and families, community
leaders, and school food services profes-
sionals to work for healthier school meals and
to make available better nutrition informa-
tion.

The National School Lunch program cur-
rently operates in more than 95 percent of
our Nation’s public schools and serves some
25 million students daily. The only nutritious
meal of the day for many children, a school
lunch can help to lengthen attention span,
increase learning capacity, and dramatically
improve overall health. Thanks to dedicated
educators, parents, Federal, State, and local
officials, and particularly food service profes-
sionals, more than 92,000 schools and resi-
dential child care institutions across the
country provide wholesome meals to our Na-
tion’s children, enabling them to look for-
ward to a healthier future.

In recognition of the contributions of the
National School Lunch program to the nutri-
tional well-being of our young people, the
Congress, by joint resolution of October 9,
1962 (Public Law 87–780), has designated
the week beginning the second Sunday in
October of each year as ‘‘National School
Lunch Week’’ and has requested the Presi-
dent to issue a proclamation in observance
of that week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 8 through Octo-
ber 14, 1995, as National School Lunch
Week. I call upon all Americans to recognize
those individuals whose efforts contribute to
the success of our national meals programs,
and I encourage people everywhere to reaf-
firm their commitment to safeguarding chil-
dren’s health.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
2:56 p.m., October 10, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 7, and it
was published in the Federal Register on October
12.

Memorandum on Absence of Federal
Employees in the Aftermath of
Hurricane Opal
October 6, 1995

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Excused Absence for Employees
Affected by Hurricane Opal and Its
Aftermath

I am deeply concerned about the devastat-
ing losses caused by Hurricane Opal and the
impact on the well-being and livelihood of
our fellow Americans who have been affected
by this disaster. Elements of the Federal
Government have been mobilized to respond
to this disaster.

As part of this effort, I request the heads
of executive departments and agencies who
have Federal civilian employees in the areas
designated as disaster areas because of the
effects of Hurricane Opal and its aftermath
to use their discretion to excuse from duty,
without charge to leave or loss of pay, any
such employee who is faced with a personal
emergency because of this storm and who
can be spared from his or her usual respon-
sibilities. This policy should also be applied
to any employee who is needed for emer-
gency law enforcement, relief, or clean-up
efforts authorized by Federal, State, or local
officials having jurisdiction.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 7.

The President’s Radio Address
October 7, 1995

Good morning. As you know, we’re work-
ing in Washington to try to balance the budg-
et. But we’re working on two very different
approaches. I want to balance the budget be-
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cause if it’s done right, it will help us to re-
store the American dream and to keep Amer-
ica the strongest nation in the world. It will
help to improve our economy, create jobs,
raise incomes, and take debt off our children.

That’s why we’ve worked so hard in our
administration to bring the deficit down from
$290 billion a year when I took office to $160
billion this year, to expand our exports, and
to increase investment in education. That’s
helped to give us 7.5 million new jobs, a
record number of new small businesses. And
just last week, the Census Bureau announced
that the poverty rate has dropped in America
for the first time in 5 years, as more families
are sticking together and doing better.

Still, we all know that many working fami-
lies are finding it harder than ever to live
the American dream. And that’s why we have
to do even more to ensure opportunity for
all working people, to grow the middle class,
and to shrink our under class. Above all, as
we balance the Federal budget, we must
make sure we don’t make it harder for people
to educate their children, care for their par-
ents, strengthen their families. That would
defeat the very purpose of balancing the
budget.

Yet that’s exactly what the budget propos-
als of the Republican majority in Congress
would do. At a time when we’re growing the
middle class, they would make it harder for
poor people to work their way into the mid-
dle class. They’d even kick a lot of American
families out of the middle class and hurt fam-
ilies. For many of their so-called cuts are in
fact hidden direct and indirect tax increases.

The congressional leadership says they
want to cut taxes. Well, I do, too. I think
we should have a tax cut targeted at working
families to help them with childrearing and
to permit families to deduct the cost of col-
lege education. But we can do that without
the back-door tax increases on millions of
American families the Republican leaders
claim to be cutting taxes on.

You see, buried deep within their plan is
a vast collection of tax increases and other
costs on working people, $148 billion worth
of direct and indirect hidden taxes that hit
working families in America hard. Some will
claim these tax hikes aren’t really taxes.
They’ll search the dictionary to find every

possible way to avoid using that ‘‘T’’ word.
Well, in Washington they may not call it a
tax increase, but when the Government
makes a working family pay more, it sure
feels like a tax to them.

Here are the facts. You can decide for
yourself. We want parents to care for their
children. But under the Republican plan, sin-
gle mothers struggling to preserve their fami-
lies will have to pay $4 billion in fees for
the Government’s help in collecting child
support they’re legally due. That’s a tax hike
on responsible mothers and their children
which will lower their already modest in-
comes.

The elderly, who have a right to expect
that we will do our duty to them so they can
live their lives in dignity, will be asked to
pay thousands of dollars more per couple in
extra premiums, extra copayments, extra
deductibles for Medicare over the next 7
years. People who are old and sick and poor,
regardless of how hard they’ve worked in
their lives, will have to pay $10 billion more
for their Medicare because the Republican
budget proposes to repeal the extra help now
given to the elderly poor with their Medicare
bills. Experts say up to a million seniors could
be driven out of Medicare.

And the Republican Congress proposes to
do away with the law that now prevents
States from forcing seniors whose spouses
have to go into nursing homes to sell their
cars, their homes, even empty their bank ac-
counts before their husbands and wives can
get the Government help for the care they
need.

Young people and their families who are
seeking to secure America’s promise of op-
portunity could wind up paying thousands of
dollars more in additional fees and interest
to get student loans. That’s a tax hike on mid-
dle class families and students that we can’t
afford for our future.

Most unbelievably of all, 17 million work-
ing families who seek to share in the Amer-
ican dream will have to pay $42 billion more
in income taxes through reductions in the
earned-income tax credit for working fami-
lies. In 1993, I worked hard to expand this
working family tax credit so that we in Amer-
ica could say that anybody who works full-
time with children in their homes will not
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be in poverty. Now what the Congress wants
to do is to roll back that working families
tax credit in a way that will impose a tax in-
crease averaging $500 a family on families
least able to pay it. This is a tax hike that
literally will push many working families back
into poverty.

All told, there are about $148 billion of
these hidden taxes and fees. They represent
a cynical assault on America’s values by
targeting working families, the elderly, poor
people who work hard at their jobs, mothers
seeking child support, young people strug-
gling their way through college. These are
the very people we should be helping. I want
to reward responsibility, not punish it; to in-
crease opportunity, not shrink it; to strength-
en our families, not weaken them. That’s why
my budget plan includes none of these new
taxes.

The taxes imposed by the Republican
budget are deceptive and unfair. I urge Con-
gress to defeat them. We don’t need to raise
taxes on working people and lower their in-
comes to balance the budget. We have
enough income inequality in America as it
is.

I’ve proposed a balanced budget that re-
flects our fundamental values, that eliminates
the deficit without undermining education or
weakening our environment or violating our
commitments to working families, seniors
and poor children. It secures Medicare and
the Trust Fund without imposing big new
costs on seniors, threatening their independ-
ence or destroying their dignity. And it gives
a tax cut targeted to education and
childrearing, the very things that working
families need. And they’re helping the very
working families who are hit with the tax in-
creases under the Republican budget.

I’m deeply committed to balancing the
Federal budget. But we have to do it in a
way that is consistent with our values and
our vision for our future, to give our people
the chance to make the most of their own
lives, to strengthen our families and protect
our children and honor our parents, to grow
the middle class and shrink the under class,
and to preserve our Nation as the world’s
strongest.

Let’s all keep those values fixed firmly in
our sight in the weeks ahead as we work to-

ward a balanced budget that advances the
American dream.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:49 a.m. in
the Old Whaling Church, Edgartown, MA, for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m.

Proclamation 6838—Fire Prevention
Week, 1995
October 7, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Since 1925, Americans have paused every

October to consider the importance of learn-
ing how to prevent fires. By observing Fire
Prevention Week, our Nation comes together
to remember those lost tragically in fire-re-
lated incidents, to recognize the terrible
damage that fire has caused over the years,
and to renew our efforts to learn more about
the ways in which we can protect ourselves
from fire’s devastation.

Some 4,000 people in the United States
die from fire each year—a number that can
be reduced dramatically through prevention
measures. Fires in the home take the biggest
toll, with 80 percent of fatalities occurring
just where we often feel the safest. Recogniz-
ing that cooking and heating equipment
cause the majority of home fires, the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association has se-
lected ‘‘Watch What You Heat: Prevent
Home Fires’’ as the Fire Prevention Week
theme for 1995, joining with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s U.S. Fire
Administration to communicate this lifesav-
ing message.

This year’s safety campaign teaches essen-
tial prevention techniques—the necessity of
staying in the kitchen while cooking and
never leaving a lighted stove unattended; of
closely supervising all heating equipment,
such as portable and space heaters; and of
monitoring all appliances and smoking mate-
rials. Most important, no matter how careful
we are, we must always be prepared by main-
taining working smoke detectors throughout
our homes.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 14:21 Mar 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P41OC4.010 p41oc4


