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dent could have told you, but he’s too modest
to say this. He told me, the first time I ever
met him, that all this scientific dispute about
whether the globe was warming up was
bogus, that it really was, and we were going
to be in trouble. Just a couple of weeks ago,
we see a whole new raft of scientific evidence
and almost unanimity of opinion now that
global warming is real, that there is a hole
in the ozone layer that is going to affect the
whole future of the planet, including the fu-
ture of the United States. I don’t believe
eliminating the modest amount of money we
invest in studying global warming and what
our response ought to be to it is a very good
way to balance the budget.

And at a time—we just came to the Uni-
versity of Texas, which every Texan is proud
of—I don’t think on the edge of the 21st cen-
tury there’s a single business person in this
audience who would knowingly cut a cor-
porate budget for education and training, re-
search and development, or technology. The
idea that we would consider on the edge of
the 20th century cutting back our investment
in helping poor kids get off to a good start
in school or providing scholarships and loans
to people going to college is a mystery to
me, since we don’t have to do any of that
to balance the budget. And you don’t have
to take my word for it, ask Lloyd Bentsen.
We do not have to do any of that to balance
the budget.

So don’t be fooled. This fight over the bal-
anced budget—when you see your Rep-
resentatives go back to Washington, it is not
about balancing the budget. We can balance,
cut taxes, protect Medicare without destroy-
ing the social contract and forgetting about
our obligations to one another. That is what
this is about.

So I ask you to leave here doing two things:
One is go out and talk to people who are
different from you, just like I asked the peo-
ple at the University of Texas today, tell them
what you heard here and listen to what they
think; two, tell the people of Texas we can
balance the budget without stepping on our
values and trampling on our future and walk-
ing away from our obligations to one another.

And that is what we are determined to do.
I go back to Washington with that determina-
tion because I believe that we’re going in the

right direction economically, we’re going in
the right direction socially, we are better po-
sitioned for the next century than any country
on the face of the Earth, if we will simply
face up to our responsibilities and deal with
them with common sense and good values
instead of turning them into some sort of ide-
ological fight that will tear the American peo-
ple apart. I want to bring us together and
move us forward.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. in the
Plaza Ballroom at Le Meridien Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Debbie and Frank Branson,
luncheon cochairs; Bernard Rapoport, chairman,
board of regents, University of Texas, and his wife,
Audrey; and Democratic fundraiser Jess Hay and
his wife, Betty Jo. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at the Concert For Hope in
Hollywood, California
October 16, 1995

Thank you very much. Thank you, Joe
Califano, for your singular determination to
keep this issue before the American people.
There is not another citizen in the entire
United States of America who has done as
much as Joe Califano to help us all to come
to grips with the implications of substance
abuse. And every American is in his debt.

I also want to thank the other honorees
for the work they have done, the late Frank
Wells and Tony Bennett and our friend Betty
Ford. I want to thank the Center on Addic-
tion and Substance Abuse at Columbia for
helping us all to learn more about this, and
all the performers tonight for making this a
very special evening for the United States.

This mission of ours cuts across politics,
geography, income, and race. It must unite
all of our people in a common purpose. To-
night in 3,500 cities and towns all across our
beloved country, community antidrug coali-
tions are gathered in auditoriums and town
halls to watch this broadcast. These people
have played a large role in our antidrug ef-
forts, many of them part of an important
campaign led by Lee Brown, our Director
of National Drug Control Policy, who accom-
panied me here tonight. With their help, he
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is getting an urgent and very straightforward
message to our teenagers: Stay drug-free; you
have the power. With marijuana use on the
rise among our teens, that’s a message every
one of us must now help to spread every day.

Tonight the antidrug coalitions all across
our country who are sharing this evening
with us are honoring some of their own and
some of our Nation’s finest. I applaud these
honorees as well—the parents, the police of-
ficers, the prosecutors, the clergy, the social
service workers, the doctors, the recovering
drug addicts and alcoholics, and all of their
families—for they are the true foot soldiers
and the real heroes in this, our common na-
tional crusade. To them I say, we know your
battle is not easy, but you are not alone, and
you must keep fighting for all of us and espe-
cially for our children.

Like millions of Americans, I know first-
hand how a family suffers from both drug
and alcohol abuse. The consequences of this
kind of abuse are many. But since December
1st is World AIDS Day, we should take spe-
cial note that 25 percent of AIDS cases are
the result of drug abuse. Many other cases
can be blamed on the risks our young people
take under the influence of drugs or alcohol.

The battle against substance abuse must
be waged a person at a time, a family at a
time, a school at a time, community by com-
munity. But it must be backed by all of our
efforts, including the President. We are
doing what we can at the national level, with
punishment, with working to keep drugs out
of the country, with helping our community-
based efforts to promote safe and drug-free
schools and prevention and treatment pro-
grams that are so important. And I will keep
fighting to keep these things funded.

But I also hope all of you will help me
in this battle against teen smoking. We know
that every day 3,000 of our young people
begin to smoke, and that 1,000 of them will
have their lives end prematurely because of
it. Children who reach the age of 20 almost
never start smoking if they haven’t started
by then.

These are our common goals and our com-
mon endeavors. We wish for all of our chil-
dren a drug-free America. It’s up to each of
us to take the kind of responsibility that your
honorees, and the honorees in all those town

halls and auditoriums all across America,
have assumed. If we can do our part, we can
give this country a drug-free America in the
21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. in the
Pantages Theater. In his remarks, he referred to
Frank G. Wells, former chief operating officer,
Walt Disney Productions; entertainer Tony Ben-
nett; and former First Lady Betty Ford. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the
Initial Base Adjustment Strategy
Committee in San Antonio, Texas
October 17, 1995

Well, I’d like to begin by making an open-
ing statement and to say how very pleased
I am to have a chance to come here to San
Antonio and to Kelly Air Force Base to follow
up on the meeting that I had with the fine
committee in Washington 2 months ago.

I know that officials from the Defense De-
partment, John White and Rudy DeLeon,
were here in August, and they’re back here
with me today. And we have done a lot of
work with this community. I have been very,
very impressed with their Kelly 21 Project,
the vision of it, the energy of it. I hope that
you have seen the commitment of the admin-
istration to try to maintain employment at
appropriate levels, to try to have a reasonable
period of transition, and to try to make sure
that in the end you are as successful as you
possibly can be. We believe that if we do
this right, we can generate even more em-
ployment in this area as we go through this
transition period.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
your former mayor Secretary Cisneros, who
has worked with me very closely on this and
advised me. General Viccellio, I want to say
I know that this community is very encour-
aged by the fact that you’re going to be over-
seeing this process. And I want to say a word
of appreciation, too, to Congressman Henry
B. Gonzalez, who can’t be here today—he’s
in Washington—and of course, to Congress-
man Frank Tejeda, our prayers

VerDate 28-OCT-97 14:57 Mar 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P42OC4.017 p42oc4


