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To all of you who took the time to write me,
you’ve brightened my holiday season with
your words of faith and courage, and I thank
you. To all of you who asked me to do what
I could do to help peace take root, I pledge
you America’s support. We will stand with
you as you take risks for peace.

And to all of you who have not lost your
sense of humor, I say thank you. I got a letter
from 13-year-old Ryan from Belfast. Now,
Ryan, if you’re out in the crowd tonight,
here’s the answer to your question. No, as
far as I know, an alien spacecraft did not
crash in Roswell, New Mexico, in 1947.
[Laughter] And Ryan, if the United States
Air Force did recover alien bodies, they
didn’t tell me about it, either, and I want
to know.

Ladies and gentlemen, this day that Hillary
and I have had here in Belfast and in Derry
and Londonderry County will long be with
us as one of the most remarkable days of
our lives. I leave you with these thoughts.
May the Christmas spirit of peace and good
will flourish and grow in you. May you re-
member the words of the Lord Mayor, ‘‘This
is Christmas. We celebrate the world in a
new way because of the birth of Emmanuel:
God with us.’’ And when God was with us,
he said no words more important than these,
‘‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall
inherit the Earth.’’

Merry Christmas, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 7:45
p.m. outside Belfast City Hall. In his remarks, he
referred to Lord Mayor Eric Smyth of Belfast,
and his wife, Frances Smyth.

Remarks at a Reception Hosted by
Sir Patrick Mayhew in Belfast
November 30, 1995

The President. Thank you.
Audience member. Four more years!
The President. The plane for America

leaves tomorrow morning. I want you to be
on it. [Laughter] We’ll take you back.

Thank you, Sir Patrick and Lady Mayhew.
And thank you, Sir Patrick, for your tireless
efforts for peace in Northern Ireland.

I want to thank the Vice Chancellor, Sir
Gordon Beveridge, and everyone here at

Queen’s University for allowing us to meet
at this wonderful place in the year of its ses-
quicentennial celebration. I am delighted to
be here. And I’m also delighted that it was
given to me the honor to make a little an-
nouncement involving Queen’s. Under the
auspices of the Fulbright program, named
after the late Senator from my home State,
J. William Fulbright, who gave me my first
job in public life, we are establishing a distin-
guished Fulbright lecturer program here at
Queen’s University to bring distinguished
Americans to share their experiences and
their ideas with their academic colleagues
here and to reach out to the community
throughout Northern Ireland.

Let me say that Hillary and I are delighted
to be here with a very large contingent of
Americans from all walks of life and from
both political parties. I am delighted to be
the first American President ever to visit
Northern Ireland while serving as President.
And I think all of you here know that I would,
given the choice, never miss a chance to go
to an exciting place and make new friends.
But the real reason I’m here is because of
the hard work and the tough choices that
many of you in this room have made to ad-
vance the cause of peace and reconciliation
in this land. And I thank you for that.

I will take away from this visit a lot of en-
during memories, a lot of lasting impressions
of peace. When we were at the Mackie plant
this morning, it really struck me as a symbol
of Northern Ireland’s rebirth since the cease-
fire. On the shop floor, men and women who
come to the plant by separated gates still,
work together side by side with common
goals for their families and their commu-
nities.

I went to the Enterprise Park in East Bel-
fast, and I met with tenants and managers
who were making the most of their ideas,
their potential, assisted, among other things,
by the International Fund for Ireland.

I went to Londonderry where we had an
extraordinary crowd, and I saw the splendor
of that beautiful old city wall, and also the
remarkable Statue of Reconciliation there,
which is also a sharp reminder. If you’ve seen
it, you know there are two tall figures with
their hands outstretched, but they’re not
quite touching yet. And of course, tonight
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at the Christmas tree lighting, for Hillary and
for me it was an especially poignant moment
not only because it reaffirmed the ties be-
tween our two lands with the President’s
Prize and the Christmas tree from your sister
city of Nashville and because of those re-
markable letters that those children wrote
but also because of what I saw and felt in
that vast throng of people.

And when I was shaking hands in the
crowd there when there were no micro-
phones on and no cameras shining, person
after person after person that I shook hands
with said, ‘‘We’re glad you’re here. We’re try-
ing to do this. Please stay with us, we haven’t
finished yet. The peace is not certain yet. We
have to do this.’’ Person after person. Person
after person said, ‘‘Surely we’ll never go back
to the way it used to be.’’ Just people in the
crowd with their passion and energy and in-
tensity.

I will remember this day for as long as
I live, with great gratitude. And let me say
what I have said all day, I am proud that
the United States stands with the peace-
makers here. We respect each tradition
equally. We believe peace can be built here
on the basis of mutual consent and, in fact,
only on that basis. We continue to stand with
those who take risks. And we want to see
that there are clear, concrete benefits to
peace through trade and investments and
new jobs and new futures. We will do every-
thing we can to work with all of you to sustain
the momentum that Northern Ireland has at
this point.

Let me finally say that I have taken a strict
and unyielding position about the role of the
United States as a force for peace throughout
the world. Whether in the Middle East or
in Bosnia or here, it is that we cannot, and
we could not even if we wanted to, impose
a peace on anyone. People must make their
own peace from their heads and from their
hearts. All we can do is to do the very best
we can to create the best conditions in which
people can make peace, to give the greatest
encouragement to the process of peace, and
to offer the hope of every reward we can
possibly help to provide.

That is our role. That will remain our role.
The details, the direction, and the question
of whether you will go forward, that my

friends, is all up to you. But if you do, we
will be proud to walk with you.

Thank you, and Merry Christmas.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:27 p.m. in Whitla
Hall at Queens University.

Remarks to the Community in
Dublin, Ireland
December 1, 1995

Thank you very much. First, let me say
to all of you Dubliners and all Ireland, Hillary
and I have loved our trip to your wonderful
country. To the Taoiseach and Mrs. Bruton;
Lord Mayor Loftus and Lady Loftus; City
Manager Frank Feely; to all the aldermen
who conferred this great honor on me. To
the Americans in the audience, welcome to
all of you. Are there any Irish in the audi-
ence? I want to say also how pleased I am
to be here with a number of Irish-American
Members of the United States Congress; and
the Irish-American Director of the Peace
Corps, Mark Gearan; the Irish-American
Secretary of Education, Richard Riley; and
the Secretary of Commerce, Ron Brown,
who wishes today he were Irish-American.
Thank you all for being here.

I was on this College Green once before.
Yes. In 1968, when I was almost as young
as some of the young students over there.
Lord Mayor, I never dreamed I would be
back here on this College Green in this ca-
pacity, but I am delighted to be here. And
I thank you.

I am told that in earlier times the honor
I have just received, being awarded the Free-
dom of the City, meant you no longer had
to pay tolls to the Vikings. I’m going to try
that on the Internal Revenue Service when
I get home. I hope it will work. [Laughter]
Whether it does or not, I am proud to say
that I am now a free man of Dublin.

To look out into this wonderful sea of Irish
faces on this beautiful Irish day I feel like
a real ‘‘Dub’’ today—is that what I’m sup-
posed to say? [Applause] Not only that, I
know we have a handy football team. [Laugh-
ter]

Let me say that, as a lot of you know, be-
cause of events developing in Bosnia and the
prospect of peace there, I had to cut short
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