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You look at these children, and they make
you smile. They should not have to come
here to look as good as they look and to be
as happy as they are. I’m glad they’re here.
I’m honored to have such fine people
strengthening the fabric of America. They
are very welcome here. But the people like
them who want to live at home and raise their
children to look just like this ought to have
the same rights. That’s what this piece of
paper is all about.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building.

Proclamation 6855—Human Rights
Day, Bill of Rights Day, and Human
Rights Week, 1995
December 5, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
More than 200 years ago, America’s found-

ers adopted the Bill of Rights to ensure the
protection of our individual liberties. En-
shrined in our Constitution are the fun-
damental guarantees to freedom of con-
science, religion, expression, and association,
as well as the rights to due process and a
fair trial. Our Nation was formed on the prin-
ciple that the protection and promotion of
these rights are essential to a free and demo-
cratic society.

Peoples throughout the world look to the
United States for leadership on human
rights. In the aftermath of the Holocaust and
the devastation of two world wars, our coun-
try led the international effort toward adop-
tion of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. For the nearly 50 years since Decem-
ber 10, 1948, this document has served as
the standard for internationally accepted be-
havior by nations toward their citizens.

This year, our work to promote peace in
areas of conflict and to support human rights,
democracy, and the rule of law have contin-
ued to make a difference around the globe.
Most recently, our efforts to foster a settle-
ment to the terrible conflict in Bosnia re-
sulted in an agreement that contains clear

protections for human rights and humani-
tarian principles.

In Bosnia, and throughout the world, we
have paid special attention to the most vul-
nerable victims of abuse—women and chil-
dren. At the Fourth World Conference on
Women in September of this year, the First
Lady underscored our commitment to de-
fending the rights of women and families,
and we have undertaken a range of initiatives
to raise awareness of child exploitation, to
oppose child labor, and to assist young vic-
tims of war.

We live in an era of great advances for
freedom and democracy. Yet, sadly, it also
remains a time of ongoing suffering and
hardship in many countries. As a Nation long
committed to promoting individual rights
and human dignity, let us continue our ef-
forts to ensure that people in all regions of
the globe enjoy the same freedoms and basic
human rights that have always made America
great.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 10,
1995, as Human Rights Day, December 15,
1995, as Bill of Rights Day, and December
10 through December 16, 1995, as Human
Rights Week. I call upon the people of the
United States to celebrate these observances
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities that demonstrate our national com-
mitment to the Constitution and the pro-
motion of human rights for all people.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:35 p.m., December 5, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 7.
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Executive Order 12981—
Administration of Export Controls
December 5, 1995

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including but not
limited to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et. seq.)
(‘‘the Act’’), and in order to take additional
steps with respect to the national emergency
described and declared in Executive Order
No. 12924 of August 19, 1994, and continued
on August 15, 1995,

I, William J. Clinton, President of the
United States of America, find that it is nec-
essary for the procedures set forth below to
apply to export license applications submit-
ted under the Act and the Export Adminis-
tration Regulations (15 C.F.R. Part 730 et.
seq.) (‘‘the Regulations’’) or under any re-
newal of, or successor to, the Export Admin-
istration Act of 1979, as amended (50 U.S.C.
App. 2401 et. seq.) (‘‘the Export Administra-
tion Act’’), and the Regulations. Accordingly,
it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. License Review. To the extent
permitted by law and consistent with Execu-
tive Order No. 12924 of August 19, 1994,
the power, authority, and discretion con-
ferred upon the Secretary of Commerce
(‘‘the Secretary’’) under the Export Adminis-
tration Act to require, review, and make final
determinations with regard to export li-
censes, documentation, and other forms of
information submitted to the Department of
Commerce pursuant to the Act and the Reg-
ulations or under any renewal of, or successor
to, the Export Administration Act and the
Regulations, with the power of successive re-
delegation, shall continue. The Departments
of State, Defense, and Energy, and the Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency each shall
have the authority to review any export li-
cense application submitted to the Depart-
ment of Commerce pursuant to the Act and
the Regulations or under any renewal of, or
successor to, the Export Administration Act
and the Regulations. The Secretary may refer
license applications to other United States
Government departments or agencies for re-
view as appropriate. In the event that a de-
partment or agency determines that certain

types of applications need not be referred
to it, such department or agency shall notify
the Department of Commerce as to the spe-
cific types of such applications that it does
not wish to review. All departments or agen-
cies shall promptly respond, on a case-by-
case basis, to requests from other depart-
ments or agencies for historical information
relating to past license applications.

Section 2. Determinations. (a) All license
applications submitted under the Act and the
Regulations or any renewal of, or successor
to, the Export Administration Act and the
Regulations, shall be resolved or referred to
the President no later than 90 calendar days
after registration of the completed license ap-
plication.

(b) The following actions related to proc-
essing a license application submitted under
the Act and the Regulations or any renewal
of, or successor to, the Export Administration
Act and the Regulations shall not be counted
in calculating the time periods prescribed in
this order:

(1) Agreement of the Applicant. Delays
upon which the Secretary and the applicant
mutually agree.

(2) Prelicense Checks. Prelicense checks
through government channels that may be
required to establish the identity and reliabil-
ity of the recipient of items controlled under
the Act and the Regulations or any renewal
of, or successor to, the Export Administration
Act and the Regulations, provided that:

(A) the need for such prelicense check is
established by the Secretary, or by another
department or agency if the request for
prelicense check is made by such department
or agency;

(B) the Secretary requests the prelicense
check within 5 days of the determination that
it is necessary; and

(C) the Secretary completes the analysis
of the result of the prelicense check within
5 days.

(3) Requests for Government-To-Govern-
ment Assurances. Requests for government-
to-government assurances of suitable end-
use of items approved for export under the
Act and the Regulations or any renewal of,
or successor to, the Export Administration
Act and the Regulations, when failure to ob-
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