Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Dec. 12

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Franklin Graham, president
of Samaritan’s Purse; Mary Damron of lkes Fork,
WYV; and President Jacques Chirac of France.

Statement on the 1st Anniversary of
the Summit of the Americas

December 12, 1995

Last December, | joined the other 33
democratically elected leaders from the
Western Hemisphere in Miami for the his-
toric Summit of the Americas. Working in
a new spirit of cooperation, we set a common
agenda to strengthen the advance of democ-
racy in our region, to protect our environ-
ment and natural resources, to expand oppor-
tunities for our nations and our communities,
and to promote a new partnership for hemi-
spheric prosperity.

Over the last year, the hemisphere’s lead-
ers have worked hard to realize the ambitious
program defined at the summit. We are
working together to challenge money-
launderers, narcotics traffickers, and others
who ignore the rule of law. A new hemi-
spheric Partnership for Pollution Prevention
will phase out the use of leaded gasoline and
other chemicals that contaminate our air and
poison our soil.

In June, we hosted a meeting of regional
trade and commerce ministers to discuss
measures to facilitate trade liberalization and
to begin preparations for the negotiation of
a Free Trade Area of the Americas by the
year 2005. Already, falling trade barriers have
allowed our exports to the hemisphere to
grow by 12 percent in the first half of 1995
to $112 billion, generating over 180,000 ex-
port-related jobs. Steady progress means
more jobs and opportunities for American
workers and U.S. businesses as we look to-
ward the next century.

Working together, the democratic nations
of this hemisphere have achieved much. 1|
know we can accomplish much more. De-
spite the challenges faced by our hemisphere
this past year, the foundations of the summit
remain strong and our nations, including the
United States, remain committed to our
common goals.
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Statement on the Resignation of Lee
Brown as Director of the Office of
National Drug Control Policy

December 12, 1995

It is with regret that | have accepted the
decision of Dr. Lee Brown, Director of the
Office of National Drug Control Policy, to
return to private life and a teaching position.
As Director of the Office of National Drug
Control Policy and as a former police officer,
Dr. Brown has devoted much of his life and
the entirety of the past 2%2 years to fighting
the scourge of drugs in America.

My administration is strongly committed
to the battle against drugs, which will never
be over until every child in America knows
that drug use is dangerous, illegal, and
wrong. We still have far to go, but under Dr.
Brown’s stewardship, we have made solid
progress: cracking down on the international
drug trade by breaking the powerful Cali
drug cartel, calling for drug testing of high
school athletes, toughening punishment of
drug-related violence, and challenging the
entertainment industry and sports figures to
do their part to speak out about the dangers
of drugs.

I am grateful for Dr. Brown’s good service
and for the groundwork that he has laid. My
administration will not rest until every young
American knows the difference between
right and wrong when it comes to drug use.

Letter to Senators Robert Dole and
John McCain on the Balkan Peace
Process

December 12, 1995

Dear Mr. Leader:

I am writing in response to your Decem-
ber 12 letter on equip and train. You raise
several questions to which | would like to
respond.

First of all, the United States will take a
leadership role in coordinating an inter-
national effort to ensure that the Bosnhian
Federation receives the assistance necessary
to achieve an adequate military balance when
IFOR leaves. As in all things related to our
effort to bringing peace to the region, U.S.
leadership has been critical.
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As | stated in my December 10 letter to
you, | want to assure the impartiality of
IFOR. In the view of my military advisors,
this requires minimizing the involvement of
U.S. military personnel. But we expect that
some individual military officers, for exam-
ple, working in OSD, DSAA or other agen-
cies, will be involved in planning this effort.
We also will offer the Bosnians participation
in U.S. programs such as IMET. | agree that
maintaining flexibility is important to the suc-
cess of the effort to achieve a stable military
balance within Bosnia. But | will do nothing
that | believe will endanger the safety of
American troops on the ground in Bosnia.
I am sure you will agree that is my primary
responsibility.

I want to assure you that I am focusing
on what the United States can do. That is
why | sent an assessment team to the region
to properly evaluate the needs of the Federa-
tion. Training programs and provision of non-
lethal assistance can begin immediately after
the peace agreement enters into force; and
provision of small arms can begin after three
months. We intend to move expeditiously.

I have given you my word that we will
make certain that the Bosnian Federation
will receive the assistance necessary to
achieve an adequate military balance when
IFOR leaves. | intend to keep it.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NoTe: This letter was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 12 but
was not issued as a White House press release.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Elie Wiesel and an Exchange With
Reporters

December 13, 1995

Balkan Peace Process

The President. Good morning. | have just
had the pleasure of a meeting with Elie
Wiesel to discuss our efforts to secure the
peace in Bosnia. The citation on the Nobel
Peace Prize, awarded to Elie Wiesel 9 years
ago, describes him as a messenger to man-
kind. He is a passionate witness to humanity’s

Dec. 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

capacity for the worst and a powerful exam-
ple of humanity’s capacity for the best.

Throughout his life, he has been an advo-
cate for peace and human dignity and the
duty we owe to one another, and I'd like to
ask him to say just a few words about the
decisions that are before our country and the
work of peace in Bosnia.

Mr. Wiesel. Mr. President, it is with a
great sense of pride and pleasure that | came
to support your decision. | believe it is right;
| believe it is honorable. Two years ago or
so, when we both spoke at the very important
event, the opening of the Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum, | left my prepared remarks and
appealed to you, to your humanity, which |
know is profound, to do something, anything,
to stop the killing, the bloodshed, the vio-
lence, the hatred, the massacre in former
Yugoslavia.

I know how concerned you were. | know
you tried. You tried very hard, trying to influ-
ence the European nations, the allies, the
United Nations. And what you are doing now
will be remembered in history, because it is
intervention on the highest level and in its
most noble form.

We in the United States represent a cer-
tain moral aspect of history. A great nation
owes its greatness not only to its military
power but also to its moral consciousness,
awareness. What would future generations
say about us, all of us here in this land, if
we do nothing? After all, people were dying;
people were killing each other day after day.
They stopped, thanks to your leadership. |
know of no other world figure today who has
done so much in the field for foreign affairs
as you have, Mr. President. To send Amer-
ican men and women to preserve the peace
is an act of courage and of decency, and I
use the word advisedly, it’s an act of morality,
and that is why | am here with you today,
Mr. President.

The President. Thank you very much. I'd
like just to make, if I might, one or two other
remarks. As all of you know, I will travel to
Paris this evening to witness the signing of
the peace agreement. After nearly 4 years
of terrible destruction, Bosnia is at peace. We
must not lose sight of that fact. This is an
extraordinary achievement, and the question
now is whether the peace will endure.



