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financial resources to pay the awards. Iraq’s
intransigence means that the victims of its
aggression remain uncompensated for their
losses over 4 years after the end of the Gulf
War.

To conclude, Iraq remains a serious threat
to regional peace and stability. I remain de-
termined that Iraq comply fully with all its
obligations under the U.N. Security Council
Resolutions. My Administration will continue
to oppose any relaxation of sanctions until
Iraq demonstrates peaceful intentions
through its overall compliance with the rel-
evant resolutions.

I appreciate the support of the Congress
for our efforts and shall continue to keep the
Congress informed about this important
issue.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Report on Cyprus
January 4, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement
of the Cyprus question. The previous submis-
sion covered progress through September 30,
1995. The current submission covers the pe-
riod October 1, 1995, through November 30,
1995.

The focus of my Administration’s activity
during this reporting period was preparations
for the December trip to Cyprus of my Spe-
cial Emissary, Richard Beattie. Mr. Beattie’s
travel reflects my interest in intensifying
United States Government efforts to achieve
progress towards an intercommunal settle-
ment. His ongoing work supports the U.N.-
led effort to attain lasting peace on the island.
Consultations with the parties confirmed that
security has not diminished as a key concern
for both sides.

With respect to Cyprus’ European Union
(EU) accession process, in discussions with

European officials and others, my represent-
atives continued to urge that the EU engage
both communities regularly to explain what
EU membership would mean for a federal
Cyprus state. Such dialogue would encourage
the parties to use the period before accession
negotiations to establish a bizonal,
bicommunal federation that could ultimately
enter the EU.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Statement on Signing District of
Columbia Appropriations Legislation
January 4, 1996

Today I have signed into law House Joint
Resolution 153, which provides authority for
the District of Columbia to continue full op-
erations.

This measure continues the authority pro-
vided by the Fourth Continuing Resolution
for FY 1996, which I signed December 22,
and will enable the District to continue to
operate, using District funds, through Janu-
ary 25.

Because H.J. Res. 153 allows the District
government to continue to operate without
disruption, it is a step in the right direction.
Nevertheless, it is only a step. It does not
end the partial shutdown of the Federal Gov-
ernment that continues to affect the Depart-
ments of Commerce, Education, Health and
Human Services, Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, Interior, Justice, Labor, State, and
Veterans Affairs; the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency; the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration; the Small Business
Administration; and nearly three dozen
smaller agencies.

This shutdown is hurting millions of inno-
cent Americans—such as the 600,000 senior
citizens who may not get services under the
‘‘Meals on Wheels’’ program, or the 2,500
moderate- and low-income working families
per day who cannot get their Federal Hous-
ing Administration (FHA) mortgage loans
processed. The longer the shutdown contin-
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