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Week Ending Friday, January 26, 1996

Message on the Observance of
Ramadan
January 19, 1996

Greetings to everyone observing the holy
month of Ramadan.

As the crescent moon signals the approach
of this most sacred time in the Islamic year,
Muslims the world over commemorate the
revelation of the Koran to Muhammad. For
Muslims, this marks a time of quiet reflection
and religious devotion through fasting, self-
examination, and intensive study of the
teachings of Islam. Encouraging gratitude for
our blessings and compassion for those in
need, Ramadan cleanses the heart and lifts
the soul.

During this time of unprecedented move-
ment toward peace in the Middle East, Mus-
lims and people of all faiths have the oppor-
tunity to join together in creating a new
world of harmony. Ramadan, with its prom-
ise of renewal, helps to nourish the spirit of
brotherhood in us all. In this season of hope,
let us resolve to work together for a better,
brighter future—a future in which children
of every religion can live together in peace.

Hillary and I offer best wishes to Muslims
everywhere for a memorable observance.

Bill Clinton

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 20.

The President’s Radio Address
January 20, 1996

Good morning. Before I speak with you
this morning about our budget, I want to take
just a moment to remember someone very
special, a national treasure our Nation lost
this week, former Texas Congresswoman
Barbara Jordan, the first African-American
woman elected to Congress from the South.

In her years in public service, she gave
voice to our national conscience and brought

reasoned thought and eloquence to even the
most emotional debates. After she left the
Congress, she went home to Texas to teach
at the University of Texas and to continue
her work in public service. I appointed her
to chair the United States Commission on
Immigration Reform. And Barbara Jordan
was very instrumental in the progress we
have made in tightening our border to keep
illegal immigrants out and securing our work-
place for American citizens and legal immi-
grants.

In developing a comprehensive system to
keep us both a nation of immigrants and a
nation of laws, her work was pure Barbara
Jordan: fair, principled, and strong. Our Na-
tion has lost a great American, a states-
woman, a representative of the people with
a powerful voice and a great spirit. And many
of us have lost a friend and an inspiration.
We, the people, will greatly miss her.

Now I’d like to talk about our efforts to
reach common ground on a balanced budget,
a balanced budget that also protects Medi-
care, Medicaid, education, and the environ-
ment, and does not raise taxes on working
families. The budget talks are suspended now
because the Republican congressional lead-
ers walked away from the table. I wish they
hadn’t done that, and I hope they’ll come
back and soon, because I believe our goal
can be met. After all, we’ve both agreed on
enough savings to balance the budget in 7
years according to the Congress’ own esti-
mates, without having to hurt our economy
or sacrifice the values that I’ve talked about.

That’s what we ought to do: balance the
budget, protect the things we’re committed
to protect. And we ought not to delay in get-
ting on with the people’s business. In less
than a week now, the Republican Congress
could once again shut down our Government
for the third time in 2 months. I urge them
not to do that. In the last shutdown alone,
the Federal Housing Administration was un-
able to insure single family home loans for
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