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Memorandum on Benefits for
Military Personnel Subject to
Involuntary Separation

February 9, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense,
the Secretary of Transportation, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Subject: Benefits for Military Personnel
Involuntarily Separated from the Armed
Services as a Result of HIV

The National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 1996 (S. 1124) contains a pro-
vision I strongly oppose, which requires the
discharge of all military personnel living with
the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV),
regardless of whether there is any medical
necessity for such discharge. This provision
is clearly discriminatory and wholly unwar-
ranted. It is also highly punitive. Service
members discharged pursuant to this provi-
sion would not receive the benefits to which
they would otherwise be entitled had they
continued to serve until it became medically
necessary for them to retire.

Consequently, I will give my full support
to legislative efforts to repeal this provision.

In the meantime, I am committed to en-
suring full benefits to these service members
and their families to ameliorate the unfair
burden this legislation will place on them.
I am therefore directing you, in consultation
with the Office of Management and Budget
and such other agencies as may be appro-
priate, to take all necessary steps, consistent
with applicable law, to ensure that these serv-
ice members and their families receive the
full benefits they are entitled to, including,
among other things, disability retirement
pay, health care coverage for their families,
and transition benefits such as vocational
education.

This memorandum is for the internal man-
agement of the executive branch and does
not create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable by any party
against the United States, its agencies or in-
strumentalities, its officers or employees, or
any person.

William J. Clinton

Message to the Congress on
Organizations Which Threaten to
Disrupt the Middle East Peace
Process
February 9, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I hereby report to the Congress on the de-

velopments concerning the national emer-
gency with respect to organizations that
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace
process that was declared in Executive Order
No. 12947 of January 23, 1995. This report
is submitted pursuant to section 401(c) of the
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1641(c), and section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c).

1. On January 23, 1995, I signed Executive
Order 12947, ‘‘Prohibiting Transactions with
Terrorists Who Threaten to Disrupt the Mid-
dle East Peace Process’’ (the ‘‘order’’) (60
Fed. Reg. 5079, January 25, 1995). The order
blocks all property subject to U.S. jurisdic-
tion in which there is any interest of 12 ter-
rorist organizations that threaten the Middle
East peace process as identified in an Annex
to the order. The order also blocks the prop-
erty and interests in property subject to U.S.
jurisdiction of persons designated by the Sec-
retary of State, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and the Attorney Gen-
eral, who are found (1) to have committed,
or to pose a significant risk of committing,
acts of violence that have the purpose or ef-
fect of disrupting the Middle East peace
process, or (2) to assist in, sponsor or provide
financial, material, or technological support
for, or services in support of, such acts of
violence. In addition, the order blocks all
property and interests in property subject to
U.S. jurisdiction in which there is any inter-
est of persons determined by the Secretary
of the Treasury, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of State and the Attorney General, to
be owned or controlled by, or to act for or
on behalf of, any other person designated
pursuant to the order (collectively ‘‘Specially
Designated Terrorists’’ or ‘‘SDTs’’).

The order further prohibits any transaction
or dealing by a United States person or with-
in the United States in property or interests
in property of SDTs, including the making

VerDate 28-OCT-97 11:45 Jan 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00070 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P06FE4.009 p06fe4


