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Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Rene Preval of Haiti and
an Exchange With Reporters
March 21, 1996

President Clinton. Let me begin by just
saying how very pleased I am to welcome
President Preval to the White House. This
is our first chance to have a face-to-face
meeting, but we’ve been in regular contact,
and I am anxious to have this chance to dis-
cuss the future of Haiti.

I’m very pleased by the events of the last
year and a half. Haiti has had the first peace-
ful transfer of power in 200 years, from one
democratically elected President to another.
They’ve had parliamentary elections. The in-
stitutions and people who caused so much
of the problems of the past have been
changed, and there is, I think, a new atmos-
phere of hope in the country.

We know that they have significant chal-
lenges, economically and otherwise, and we
are committed to continuing our efforts to
work with our friends around the world, Can-
ada and other places, to try to support Haiti
and to make sure that the great democratic
effort they’re making succeeds.

Economic Reforms in Haiti
Q. What kinds of economic reforms, Mr.

President, would you like to see them pursue
at this point?

President Clinton. Well, I think that we
want to see them work out an achievable plan
of reform to gain the support of the inter-
national financial institutions so we can get
the investment necessary into Haiti to gen-
erate private-sector jobs and grow the econ-
omy. We want to see investors going back
in there again and giving jobs to the people.
We have to do what we can to see that the
benefits of freedom flow to ordinary citizens
through an advance in their economic stand-
ing.

Q. Does that effort have to be picked up,
in your opinion? Are they moving fast
enough?

President Clinton. Well, I want them to
do whatever is necessary to secure the sup-
port of the international financial institutions
as soon as possible, because I think that is
what is necessary to grow the economy. And

I want the President and the country to suc-
ceed, and I think bringing some economic
benefits down there is going to be critical
to that. But we want to support them in other
ways as well.

Product Liability Legislation
Q. Mr. President, do you think that the

product liability bill is beyond redemption or
is there some chance after a veto that it could
be salvaged?

President Clinton. I’ve said all along that
there is legislation in this area that I would
sign. I think that some change is appropriate
and I think Senator Rockefeller made a very
strong effort there. There were some things
put in the conference, as you know, which
I feel very strongly made it worse. But there
are some changes that I think are relatively
modest that could be made that would per-
mit me to sign it. So I still have some hope
that we’ll get a good products liability bill
out of this Congress.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Haiti
President Clinton. Welcome. It is a great

pleasure for me to welcome President Preval
here to the White House. We are all excited
about his visit to the United States and anx-
ious to have a good conversation. I’m very
proud of the progress that Haiti has made
in preserving its freedom and liberty and very
pleased that when he was inaugurated it
marked the first peaceful transfer of power
from one democratically elected President to
another in 200 years.

Now I want to do what I can to be as sup-
portive in Haiti’s efforts to preserve freedom
and democracy and also to advance economi-
cally. I want to see the people of Haiti reap
the benefits of freedom and democracy in
terms of new jobs and new opportunities. So
we will be discussing what we can do to ad-
vance that.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.
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Statement on the Tentative
Agreement To End the General
Motors Strike
March 21, 1996

I am pleased that the United Auto Work-
ers and General Motors have reached a ten-
tative agreement. GM and the UAW have
a long and proud history of working together
to solve their disputes. Both sides have
worked hard to settle this dispute and I con-
gratulate them for spending long hours at the
bargaining table and arriving at a tentative
agreement which will hopefully send more
than 150,000 workers back to their jobs.

When American corporations work to-
gether with their workers, we can meet our
challenge to grow the economy and provide
families higher wages and increased eco-
nomic security.

Executive Order 12993—
Administrative Allegations Against
Inspectors General
March 21, 1996

Certain executive branch agencies are au-
thorized to conduct investigations of allega-
tions of wrongdoing by employees of the
Federal Government. For certain adminis-
trative allegations against Inspectors General
(‘‘IGs’’) and, as explained below, against cer-
tain staff members of the Offices of Inspec-
tors General (‘‘OIGs’’), it is desirable to au-
thorize an independent investigative mecha-
nism.

The Chairperson of the President’s Coun-
cil on Integrity and Efficiency (‘‘PCIE’’) and
the Executive Council on Integrity and Effi-
ciency (‘‘ECIE’’), in consultation with mem-
bers of the Councils, has established an In-
tegrity Committee pursuant to the authority
granted by Executive Order No. 12805.

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, and in order to ensure
that administrative allegations against IGs
and certain staff members of the OIGs are
appropriately and expeditiously investigated
and resolved, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. The Integrity Committee. (a)
To the extent permitted by law, and in ac-

cordance with this order, the Integrity Com-
mittee shall receive, review, and refer for in-
vestigation allegations of wrongdoing against
IGs and certain staff members of the OIGs.

(b) The Integrity Committee shall consist
of at least the following members:

(1) The official of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (‘‘FBI’’) serving on the
PCIE, as designated by the Director of
the FBI. The FBI member shall serve
as Chair of the Integrity Committee.

(2) The Special Counsel of the Office of
Special Counsel;

(3) The Director of the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics;

(4) Three or more IGs, representing both
the PCIE and the ECIE, appointed by
the Chairperson of the PCIE/ECIE.

(c) The Chief of the Public Integrity Sec-
tion of the Criminal Division of the Depart-
ment of Justice, or his designee, shall serve
as an advisor to the Integrity Committee with
respect to its responsibilities and functions
in accordance with this order.

Sec. 2. Referral of Allegations. (a) The In-
tegrity Committee shall review all allegations
of wrongdoing it receives against an IG who
is a member of the PCIE or ECIE, or against
a staff member of an OIG acting with the
knowledge of the IG or when the allegation
against the staff person is related to an allega-
tion against the IG, except that where an alle-
gation concerns a member of the Integrity
Committee, that member shall recuse him-
self from consideration of the matter.

(b) An IG shall refer any administrative
allegation against a senior staff member to
the Integrity Committee when:

(1) review of the substance of the allega-
tion cannot be assigned to an agency of
the executive branch with appropriate
jurisdiction over the matter; and

(2) the IG determines that an objective in-
ternal investigation of the allegation, or
the appearance thereof, is not feasible.

(c) The Integrity Committee shall deter-
mine if there is a substantial likelihood that
the allegation, referred to it under para-
graphs (a) or (b) of this section, discloses a
violation of any law, rule or regulation, or
gross mismanagement, gross waste of funds
or abuse of authority and shall refer the alle-
gation to the agency of the executive branch
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